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O F 

JOHN HORNE TOOKE, ESQ^ 

FOR 

HlOri TREASON. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER I7, f794. 

The Court met purfuant to Adjourtimcnt, at Ki^ht o'CIocI: this 

IVlorning. 

P R E S E i; T, 
THE LORD CIHKI' JUSTICE, 
The lord CliUir liARON, I M... liA:;(;N HOTHAM, 
Mr. JUoTICEGKOSIi;. | Mr.JV /r.v-:K LAWRr.iNCE. 

The Prlfoncr bcin^ piit to ttse L'ar, 

M*R. HOR.VK TOOK i'/ad(ircn':l the Court, inf^rmi'^T 
them, that it was neccfFiiy tor i.v, puroofo ol hlv cIcFl* c -, 
tn.tC he ihould (|uit his prcfeiit iituatio:i isi vv li. li he iio)! .-.t thi 
bar, an 1 have a place n^^r-'s t lofe com A wiich the Co irt haJ 
afli^^ncd to him for the afiilhino- of his d.- ence. 

T/je Lord Prefident ohf rvcd, tliat it -.v.i-i an indu!;;;'-- ce that 
he had hardly ever known 'dyiQU 10 any p:rioii in hi-» Ux. uion.' 

Mr. I'ooke obfcrved, that he' was p<'r;*'-.-ily aw.irc thjt the ap- 
plication was ufiufiul, but h" bc'ig -.1 t.ie C -urt t.) obf rve, that 
every rhin'^ lik^nvKc in the coud'.: o. tricfo' pr»^cccdi' ii'.^ wa^ uilb 
unufiial ; he bc;i;.:c.J ;ne:Ti to C(.i»!l'Je. t.iat the p.occ:(:(li'»;-;s oa 
tliC laft trial (-dlu'.iing to the trial (»F Am. ''ardy wuui'i t«':e, 
IIS lie was credibly laforni'.-d by the iiiort-hanl wiit..;r, iixu;?ii 
huridied j)agcs of octavo cloicly printed, \ he trial luii'.d ni.ic 
day.:», that is, eifjiit days trial, and one day, v/hich was Sunday, 

U between i 



10 Tli;-: TRIAL OF 

bctv/ecii; h(; bcn:"o<] tl.t..ii to o^.H-rvc, that tlic naiiirc of the in- 
clictiiu-iit w.is lucii ih.ii ir h.ul I): cii inipriflihlc lor hi:n to gwA'a 
what vvoiiLI com; hclorc ih;ni ; ir h;ul Ik'cii '.Mn cqi.illy iin- 
po'.ll)!'- U,T him to inlliii. 1 h-s coiiiilM, ;ii)d it wouM [n- ( ijuiilly 
ijnpoUihl- lor I'r.f. m to loiulii'l his ili-icnci; ; tlu'v rouKl not know 
the piil.i'.cs o! hi', h!'", ; nd by vvhiit ht* h:Ml hL-.ird r.i' thcr lail 
tr:;'l, it would l>c lioicliary frrtli'j v/h(»l<' ;»all'.«.'(s <.iiiis lilc to I)C 
l.i<>'.jght to his vi- w i ho-.v w..s ir {.(.iii'.iV* l(*r tl.t; counlll to 
i'])(MK to thole p.iiiiiuliir iai:ls wliich win; hnovvii o;j!v to hitn- 
icli ? iJiit he meant to i.:)\ tl-.at he tu'.- .nt to chiiin ir as his 
iivlit hy law, und not to aPv It as an iniiil -[cncc. lie dccUrvd, 
li'.- inc.i-.t to r::e'.v no d.lVel|)(\'l to . iiy on ■, more e'^.-t i tlly at 
this lini'-, ui.«-:i it w:.s his ii.te:ell to c'/ncdi.ite ;dl ; i ut ii" he 
was a Jiid; e, rl:a: w(M"d, indiil"eni c, ihoidd ntvei iflnc from his 
lijiS. lie I'. Id ilie Court they liad no indul^enc-- t(» ih;;v.' — ti-cy 
Wtic hc.tn.d to h^- jiid, ai«d to he jufl w.is lo «'<> v.iiiit Wus or- 
dered, ai:d v.iiaL WiiS not ordLiedii* Ihoiil i n- 1 afk, and t!ie 
C'(;iJit touM i:r.t ;jiii!it, Ih- laid, he llionld (Iain) it a*, his ri|i!.t 
by law to he .pi.i'.id in tliat lilua'.loli, by the lido (;l h s cunu I, 
in wii t!i I.e eoidd hell make his d'T nee; :nil he !io;h-(I their 
JvM-di:.i;.» woul.i li. liivc that he v/.is fi(»l fo I .oli;h a^ to d. incr to 
|:ive t:i'- CJ<':iii any iA\' lue, v.h'-n ii vva'. (Ironi'ly his intcr-'it to 
yU\ii' the.. i'.Il. it wa- n- » !or a r:i.:ill flake tliat he flood tlicfe; 
it W.IS to d'.-j.iive l.ini ol his Ht'.*, to be; ar his fan dy, and to 
rn;.kr h:s n.i: e a'ld :ne.n»; y iiilam'His to .dl p'dlciity. >i) deep 
Si fl..'.e . iii..t n.i'^nt viy well all xi his unt'eiHuul-n «: ; it is 
Wry w. 11 known mat the btlr ijamcjlers, when the iV.ke is too 
il' ( p fni li.cir, jd:!y the w'tJife; hchop'.d it would not be lo it) 
In., i.d', vv.i.tnheM vl I'.o a| pieiienlioil v.ould be tlie eale, if 
Ids I.iii'iiii p «I;d n< t p:e\cnt him ti(Mn liinn;' near his ro-mlel ; 
Mid lie ;.ll'» i,a<! no do ihi l>ut itv- ould prevent a j»;n*at walle <«f 
liji.e ; ..lid it" tiiiir !.oi(l;d'.' r'iiil- ■! .Ii v w«,uld ne<.d no ve:di-:t 
nrv.'unt id ■, I'.r li.c'h a ('r.i..: .i:«.n v/( nld be a (eiitiiiCcr <if'de.i:h ; 
b'.lii'i', »..- ij d . .uaIiv r ur. umil.ir e ■ lo mention — he 1ml b.eii 
in ii»i.li:;e:!. :.• a (".':ii:ji'. r :.nd .in auiimir., iJid lie hil i.ot m..i.y 
I'l.ir.ii IS af.u .iu -J ..o- T' fi.;i'n!.. , a:i'i that eonimeueji; o{ ii.at 
i'lAr.i.L-r -..111 :. .ii::i'i I.. ■! !.. t.i ■ lie.. '"■ «1 v.iih niai||U.ii( 'iudlanees 
!• ojitiin.' .....! !;•: ...li. ii .. I i. ( o;.':j:v::i' :ii. Ii;id iii I'tane m-a- 
I'O'e i.i.;4.iid 1,.;. I. ..U.i . :.'\ i\n. I. t:i of" h's b -d.y : it I :li j,ini 
Int.: : a- !■. ■ I 'ir I (.; Ilo \.o-.*i •. \|m-- -.i v.Ivi dtNi.cc 
i*.4i ( i h.'.: t;«/ d'.i.;i.t bur j.e T. .j d \s.- . • ■ • l » .". ': ■'•r-m a wiU/Ic 
1 ' .J''*, ..iivi.; »! :;e was tu hii-itv! v.a.i »... :i c.i .i.ny i.:i'..n-. ot 
i!. :....•:. ' h.n.l 1. 

i..*.i I'tiJ: ! '.{, '. <'«i I..'.' b'.cn !'.i;.'r».d v.r!i i!.;:t v.iii' h 
\\\" !.'/ et.:.!... •'■ .'i.e:;-: ii.r v mi- .i .- to e:, ..';!♦' )>'.i '»■) n. ...':«: 
^c■l:^ cvi'-i.ce i '.i/.i i.-.Vw Lad coui.kl •ali;;neJ tu )<.ii; tnry i.ave 

h- d. 
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had, or might have had, acccfs to you at all fcafcnahl'^ hours ; 
that is wh^t the law allows. You have tiu ht th.^ Court not 
to ufe the word indulgence, and you have pointed out to thcin 
their duty, that they arc to give no indulgence, I am appre- 
henfive it would,be conHdcrcd as- e\t:ao;dinary indulgence, if 
ihe Court was now to c!o ilut which yv)u ask, b' carle th t was 
not done to the other piiToiier, wh > went imn^cdi.:rci be.c:e 
you, who had the lame Itake .^t lifi; ihat you h d, a..d tiierefore the 
Court are not permitted wirno-.it do::'.;!; inj^lHcc to otlv.r?, to 
grant that which you a«^k on the Hrft L^ruur.d you liate ; but 
you have mentioned anothpr circun.lrance which I think ex- 
tremely material, and which will, in my miiid, warrant the Court 
in doing that which you think th-y oughi riX to do, vhleh is to 
indulge you. You have flated the fitua ioii of youc healtli, and 
that from the place in which \ou ftand yvHJr he Uh will fuffer, 
the Court do not dcfire to put you under any di Hculticr, they 
•would wifti th.;t you fliould i.e enabl'-d ro m.uce your d. fe'.ce m 
the beft way imaginable, and on tha?. f (;r/ of your health, if 
the fituation in which you irand is likely to be pnjudlcial to 
your health, and therefore li::c!y to difihle you from making 
your d- fence, and th: maniicr in whiJi you might othcrwife 
make it, I ihall put it to my Lords to conl'rJcr whether you 
may not be ir.dulgcd with that \ou have now ask.'d. 

Afr. T.oQhe h.jpei the Court v/oulJ for.M* e him for fjving, 
that if. the Court dill net fee fit to grant it on the footing 
of indulgence, that he fhould afterwards rot cxpcil: to be de- 
barred from ar;:uing the caf-, and cl.im it as a point of lav/. 

Lord Prcjid nt. You nay lay the wljole or any matter or 
point you pleale before us, but you had better do it :.t once ; 
for propofing it firlt in one fhapc, ad afterwards ;!.oing on to 
ftate it in another, is carrying it on without end. If you mean 
to argue this as a p ;int of law, we mean to hear you. 

Mr, Tooke, 1 did mention, that if there was an fibjeflion 
taken in the firft inftance, I fhould then defire to argue it as a 
point of law, thinking that I am really cnt tied to what I ask 
by principle, the letter and the practice of the law ; and y^ u 
will be plej^U to recollect /that 1 do n-t chn::;c mv ground, 
but I thougntit might fave t!)e tir^^e nf ihc Court in j)utt!ng it 
on the firft form, a d therefore 1 \v{\ it even vvitii vo:ir Lord- 
fhips to colle6i, your jiidgUiCnts upon n.y rvqueli: even on the 
fcore cf health ; i ; id it to f;\e the time, :.nri not to walre it, 
and 1 mentioned botn grounds at fnft, hec.iUie 1 k.iow very 
>vell after a decifion of yom- [.oidfliip', I fhould n>t be al- 
lowed to argue, but I now put it on the Icore of vvluit your 
Lordfhips call indulgence, and I rather undcrllo- d from what 
A^ourLordfliip has laid, that you was vvillini^ to ^irant it on the 

U 2 fide 
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f;(l« /-!" liiti:i]':. :i*''". I o;.iy ii.c: i) rli.it yt/.ir r.o;(!.1ilr»^ iiiny not 
ii.'.ti: (1. i;". I ■! : •-, : i: ': jnovi:!; -1 ii Is L-::ir.t' <; I 1^ 1.- : ;.• very 
l\. V ■'' .-v-M ti. . • . '.icj;! \ .lid ii )(»iir l.()i''.' \.> xi:\ (;i ! ; be 
J.' ' lo ■ iv; ■. '■ ; .:■ 1. !.; K-.:;'.:] < f" the ll.il.d oi' t.'.L' Cc.iirt, 

.i * . ■ I .'.• ■': J 7 i;,Ji' .1 ( I'.i" ■! !'i you. 

/.. i J-'.ij..i- ■•:' I ■ <■ • ■(/'!'!, wi'o ;ir'.' j Tcfnt, they llcl tlicni- 
f-!vL- riiiwi'. . .. !^'iLtl to in I;:!/,'.- you oij t;.c icorc oi your 
'if !m ■ til* ■ rii hk i.i .1 is u tluii:: .i(;n v/.'.ic!i n:ay aut.'iorizc 
t.jcn. t'.' i'-) ij-.ui 111 )()U» cjilc. wliich IS iKvt doiic in otlicr CuJJ.s 
i i •. . .:» i they cannot l.iy down a rule lor you, v/liicli they 
V". 'I': not I;;yd'jwn ibr any ij.. n living;. Hut it yo.ir cale is 
ciiiti'.juiih dde irf':»» tl.e ci'.ie ot <>L;r'rs, that docs permit them 
to^.ive y-iu thiif .iiilul ei:ce tl: .t \oii now asl:. 

Mr. i\,k,', 1 :''ii \;rry m -eii oblige*! to your Lordfliip, and 
am very nuch eo.it ni t > a^rept it, as it will he i.ivourable to 
my hc.ilt'! ; and ■, am :.l!o i^lad to f.ive the time oi" tne Court. 

Mr. r<jo;;e wa' theji |daci(i \\\ tiie body oi' the Court, juft 
beiund his couuIlI, and his p..pers d'.divcr'u over to Idm, the 
Clerk ot the Co'.Jil proc< cd. d to call the Juiors, when the t'ol- 
luwiiJi": aniwered to ti.eir Jianu-s. 

Maj'ir Rhode. My treeliold is lefs than icl. .i-year, and I am 
no c .i)yh(*lder. — l^xculed 

Charl's I)i.:i.by. I am a Crecholdjr. 

Mr. Erjklnc'. 1 v/iil not trouble Mr. Dl^by to leave his 
j)lae';. 

Matthias Diipont. T am a fifcholder. 

Mr. Atiormy General. I eh.i!len|^e him. 

Francis Haroncau. 1 have bvcn bad of the routlatclv, and 
wa-» not able to attend th* Lft trial ; and 1 a.n afr.iid I /halj not 
!)• ; j.'e to go through ihe fatigues of thistiial; I hcpe your 
I^(.!< !» p^ uill cxcule me. — Kxcufcd. 

r>..L....;.:eI \v ri ht. 1 am uo ficcholder nor copyholder. — Ex- 
cu!' d. 

I ' ." h ! rench. I am not a freeholder nor a copyholder. — Ex- 
ciiiVd/ 

\v ;l'*.m f'arv.'ood. I am a fierholder of icl. a^car. 

A V. ..*.'••■ • irenrruL I ih.dlenj^e him. ^ 

[;■.:■»< • :i '!. I w.II cxiltin iiiv caie-— Mr<^. ?..i"-' .'!!ip' a 
fi- .' '", • 1. a;-.. I* t<*r her <'••.. .i u!.-. 1 c :i\. : ..c^i.c 

i: 'J !< ■:' ■. . .'w :'.:iy tlainion fh;' . — 1 ,^i.■::!el^ 

I ' .' ' . !.. I . ;». a f eeiifULr (j." lol. ..-vea:". 

. .' . ; . ! :.-. .-Mr Cot!:::tl. I n. an tor;::/! c 

'ill • ..' : ■;« ■■. ;. . . I • .• \. ■ ii. \\ I un !■» \ i! nd v\c a"- m < .m:- 
< 1.1 -■ :«• ; ■ ■ • -'t " ■!'■ I' ■ : . C.o.;l 1', n:ir i ly, a < . • '..:-.i . :i 
II. ..-.!;. I / .. .:i, :! : \i lu v.. ,;j i^ic j •:.;', n.ade ui: t. ■: .■ < ■ : I 
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day of the trial of the gentleman that was acquitted u\ this pLice, 
he v/ould hang every one of the pri Toners. 

Mr, Erskine here called the evid.'nc^ ; on which 
The Attorney Gf^^^r^/ obfervod, that as tliis inJulnjencc hnd 
been {hown to the prifoner, I hop3 ;Our Lordfliip will think it 
right, that the witnefs ftioald flaad in fome other part or the 
Court, not clofe to the prifoner. • 

Mr, Erjkinc. It hath been a great inconvenience to mc, the 
ftanding fo clofe to me. 

Mr, Attorney G'eturaL Suppofe the Vv^itncflcs were to ftand at 
the bar, 

Mr,ErJkine. I tfiinlc it might be dif*i2;rceable to all of us; 
but I have no objetflion to niuke for mv'e:f. 

Mr. Barry fworn. {Examhiedoy Mr, Ershlne,) 
^, What arc you by trade ? , 
J! Clerk of Mr. Bell's Oracle. ' 
^ Do you know Mr. Phili;^ GodfJIi* 
A, I do not know him perfonUily -, but 1 think I fhould know 
him, if I was to fee him. 

^. Do you know that pcrfon — 'Mr, Godfljall J})ewn him,) 
J, I cannot fay that I recoliecl his pcrfon. 
^. Did not you fee any peilbn that called himfclf by that 
name ? ^ 

yl, I fee a perfon, that I uHvlerllood went by that name. 
^. How did you underiland it r 
A, By being told afterwards that it wa;: Godfull. 
^. Who told you fo ' 

A* A young n^an that was prefent at the time ; las name is 
Harnian. 

j^. Is he here ? 
A, No. 

Air, Erjkine, Then I challenge Mr, Godfidl pcremptorly. 
' Mr, Attorvcy General, (Ti Barry) ,Pray where dv)C3 ivlr. 
Harman live ^ 

A. At Mr. Bell's library in the Strand, 
^. Did Mr. Harman know that you wrs coming I'.crc this 
morning ? 

A. I did not knov/ myfelf till this mornin?:. 
/^. Did you know what you was comin^.^ about ? 
A. I was told by Mr. Ciarkfon, vvhc.i hj C;it for r.i?. 
^. Pray did yo}i mention this thing to ?a\)' body a/t:;- you 
heard it ? 
A, Yes. 

i^- Unto whom ? 
A. To a Mr. Brown. 

9. Where 
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O, Where does he live ? 

//. I do not know inJccJ ; I think he lives in Elackmoor- 
ftrcct, ('hue-nuiikct. 

j^. When was you fcnt to attend here this morning. 

.//. I received ;: note l.ill- nijht From Mr, Clarkfon, rcqucil- 
ing I would c.:ll on hin* this morninir. 

• •5; i-'idyou not innirni Ciarkfon that it was Hanr.an what 
told vou it was Cjodfall r 

j^. No; 1 thought 1 fliould know him a[!;ain myfilf. 

Mr. CJodrall. 1 t.iin ■: my character ought to he vindicated. 

Mr, /itton!,y Grjirml (T) Harry) VxAy what are you ? 

j1, I am Clerk to a'ij. licH's Oracle. 

^. 1 )\i] you belong lo any lociety ? 

2, NO, never. 

Mr. Ucll then fpokc and faid, Mr. Attorney General, my 
name is ell, 1 beg todilclaini any knowled/^c of this tranfac- 
tion'which i hear now. 

James H:t;iarth. 1 am a fre.'holderof icl. a-ycar. — Sworn. 

Maik Iludiuii. I am a free! 1 older oi' lol. a-year. 

Mr. E>'skine. I challenge him. 

Robert Lewis. I have the gout on me. — Txc'ifed. 

John Mandell. lam not a freeholder. — Excufcd. 

Henry Mullock. I am a freeholder of ul. u-year. 

Mr, Attorney General. 1 challenge him. 

John l\)\vfey. 1 am a freeholder and copylyiULr both, of the 
county of Middlcfex, lo ihc value uf icl.a-ycar. 

Air. Erskhic, 1 challenge him. 

George C;.jk*. 1 am not a freeholder. — Excufed. 

Thoma*; Rhodes. 1 am a freeholder a.nd copvaolder. I hops 
your l,ord.1vp will excufemc; 1 am fuhjc i t) ap^na in my 
hj-id, that I ihall not be abl; to attend j 1 am fubjeci lo it it f 
am confined, being fo ir.ueh in tneair. 

Court, That ajjprehenfDn is too diftant ; every Juiyman 
may a^*prvhend that a coniuiement of this kind n.ay ii.juic his 
health, 

'I homa*: Rho'cs. I h^-pc you will not think me impertinent, 
that 1 muii foilcir ri'.y ii.ij. 

Oj.'jt. You btin- rrelLiit in Court, you cannot forfeit your 
fine. 

yl. It i« im;'ri^ih':: for me to do t':e duty. 

(.'.ntt. If ) -utii ,i not to anu.er tl.at on or.th, 1 am furprif- 
rd that yo«i ii.onid n- t liel'ii-te lo alLd.;e tills in the prefonce of 
fuch ;-.n aadi. iic a; rl::s. 

/!. 1 hivedeJara! tn.it ! am viry fiil-jecl to an head -ache. 

J^. W'l v;!o •:!.: y(ni fv it on vniir oath r 

J. I am verv le^^iv, n vjur LoidJiip v\ill permit. — Sworn. 
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J^. On the oath you have taken, is your health fuch that you 
are not capable of going through the fatigue of this trial ? 

J, I am confident that i "have fuch an head-ache, that I 
fhould be incapable of recollec1:ing alnoft any thing. 

Court. 1 am nofqulte fatisfied with your manner, but how- 
ever, you are difcharged 

Hugh Ronalds. 1 am a freeholder and copyholder of lol. a 
year. 

Mr, Erjktne, I challenge him. 

Richard Croft. My name is Thomas. — Excufed. ' 

Edward Antrobus. 1 am not a freeholder. — Kxcufed, 

Thomas Harrifon. I am a freeholder of lol. a year. — Sworn. 

John Leader. I am a freeholder. 1 beg the favour to be ex- 
cufed of ferving on the Jury, I have got a very bad cold at pre- 
fent, in fa6l, I do not live in the county of Middlefex. I anx 
fummoncd out o^ Kent. I have a refidence in 'vliddlefex, I 
ferve on juries in Kent ; the laft time I fjrvcd in Kent I believe 
your Lordfhip fat oh the bench. I never did fhrink from ferving 
on juries, but 1 am almoft feventy years of age. I am iixty-five 
next January. 1 would not fhrink from it if I thought I mould 
be able to ftand it. I have got a cold, which you may plainly 
perceive by my being hoarfe 

Court. We will excufe you if we can ; you will ftand by and 
fee whether we can make a Jury. 

John Guelt I am a freeholder. I was here about three weeks 
ago on a fimilar occafion, and i told your I^ordlliip that I wifhed 
to be excufed then upon account of a very bad fall that 1 had had, 
I fell on fome bricks, which very m jch hurted my kidneys ; 
which has hurted me fo much, that 1 fear I (hall never get rid of 
it, and I hope your Lordfhip v^ ill fufFcr me to go home. 

Court, Certainiy, if t.iat was your cxcufe laft time. 

Adam Steinmetz. I am freeholder of lol. i. year. Myf.ord, 
I had the pleafure of attending here the laft Jury, I found myfelf 
very ill. I am not capable of continum.^, 1 am fure, on this 
trial. 

Court. I am forry you ask to be excufed, becaufe I do not 
wonder that duty was lb heavy,as to afFecl the health ot anyg'^n- 
tleman, it is impoflible that you (houl i be preffed, if you decline ; 
the Court will excufe you, undoubtedly, if y ^u ask it. 

Robert Hawkins. 1 am upwards of feventy years of age. — 
Excufed. 

Robert Kiloy Cox. I only wifh to know whether I am chal- 
lenged or not r 

Mr. Erskine, I challenge him. 

James I'aine. I am a freeholder tQ a greater amount tlian lol. 
^ year, but not a copyholder, 

Mr, 
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Mr. ^ltrj)',',y Cj\'f/rn/I. You need not trouble Mr. Painf'. 
John Mtn.' r. I (cvvcd on tljc hilt Jury, I hope that you 

Tvlll CXCuf.; ri.c;. 

Ojurt, it" )0i (l'_firc it, crrtainly, 

JohnRixon. I am a free Ih.Mct. 

jl/r. Juorfiey (irncyal. i ch,ill(:n;^c him. 

Thomns S^'vct. I fcfVi;! on th;: lail J'lrv. I Ii..vc not vet 
recovered. J have been ill ev. r Jir-ce. — \ .::- i''.;!. 

Jo.'- all IIoyib.H. 1 am Uj).Vun;i, of yj yearb ol a;^c and vcrjr 
in(ir:Ti. — 1 xciifcd, 

Kiehard Cart t. I fcrvcd in th(t lad Jury. — Kxrufcd. 

'f h'jnas "vliittiK-ws. I am wn trv-eholder. — I^xculld. 

jlCJv/ard l);'le. I am a frecliolder. — '.worn. 

(ie')r;jc T il'in '.lum. I am a freeholder of lol. a year. 

J'iiy, Eiskinc, I tLidleiipa. him. 

Mr. l\-rrv. I am a (reeiiolder of lol, a year. 

Air, ErAhic* 1 L!iallen?r,e him. 

RiclumI (i<.ugh. I anj fo exceedingly afrlidcd with the Rheu- 
riatifm, that it is imj)ofrible for me to go through this bufmcf«;^ 
and 1 am concerned to attend an only fiiier, v/hoL- life is fo 
preeaiious .th.'t I cannot fay how foon fhe might be takwi 
away. — Kxcufcd. 

'I'honia.> Sicip Dyott Buckncll. I am a freeholder of lol. a 
yc?.r. 

Air, Enk'tnc, I chalicngc him. 

l.u ward Jenn-n^s. 1 am not a freeholder. — Excufcd. 

'I'iiomas Sewell. I am not a fieeholdcr. — Exc iifed. 

Ts»lh:mi J Stonard. 1 feived on the l.ift Jury, and I beg to 
be e:;cufed. — Kxcufed, 

Samuel Piovey. 1 am no freeholder, not an Inch. — Ex- 
cuf d. 

Thomas Allen, of Dur Street. I am a freeholder of lol. a 
year. 

Air. Erdlne. I rlia11en:^c him. 

'I iiOnias Hakcr. I aiM a ff:eiioider of lol. a year. 

yl/r. Efikifir. I chaihn ;C hii.i. i 

^amiul I'ullen I am a freeholder of lol. a year. 

Air, EvikiUt', I ch.dleng/ him. 

Jamvs bniitii Llin '. I am a Ireci-.oldcr. 

d\ir, Erskin,\ I cii.tHenge him. 

1m- .11 M..i.'li;.!L I am near fixty-feven years of rge. I a-n 
very i..iich ailiiCted v.'ith the gravel. I now lit with a grca 
dciii r,:'; .;in — Kxcufed. 

Jci.j;'ii Nic(.l. I fi-rved o:i t!)e lafi Jiiiy. — ExcufeJ. 

I .i.iJ ivol-'.rts. lama fn eliolJer of icl. a year. 

Mr. Lr:kine, I ftiuU challenge him. 

Thomas 
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Thomas Smith. I am a freehoTder of lol. a year. 

Mr. Erskint. I challenge him. 
■ John C^rrington. Not having as yet overcome the fatic:ues 
of I'ervin^ on the late Jury. I ho[)e i may beexcufed. — Excuf-d. 

Thom'^s Allen of Kaft End. L am a freeholder of lol. a year, v 

Mr. Erskine. I challenge him, 

Andrew Burt. 1 am a treeholder. 

Mr, Attorney General. I challen'2:e him. 

Charles Smith. I am a freeholder. 

Mr^ Er shine. I challenge him. 

George Goftling. 1 am fummoned as a banker, T am no 
Banker, I am brought up a Profterto the admiralty. — Kxcuff-d* 

Archibald Paxton. I have to attend my wife's funeral to day. 
— Excufed. 

Mr. Nicholl. lam a freeholder of lol. a year. 

Mr. Er shine, I challenge him 

l.dward Franklin. I have got a complaint in my bowels and 
lam not able toiland. — Kxcufed. 

Michael Henly.'I am'a freeholder of lol. a year. 

Mr. Erjklne. [challenge him. 

Edward Champion. I am no freeholder nor copyholder of the 
county of Middlefex. — Excufed. 

Francis Jcnks. I am not a freeholder of lol. a yc?r. — Ex- 
cufed. 

John Thompfon. Aperfon anfwered, that he was cited to the 
commons, and he had heard Mr. Thompfcin fay that he ha 1 lived 
in a degree of intimacy with Mr. Tooke and therefore he did not 
like to be on the trial. 

Mr. Tooke. I have been intimately acquainted with Mr. 
Thompfon, his family and my family have been fo for thirty- 
four years Tjack. 

Lord'Prefident. It mnft not be underftood that becaufe ap-r- 
fon fummoned on the jury was formerly acquainted with 'dxQ 
prifoner, that therefore he*is not to be on the jury, 
■f Mr. Toohe. I believe he keeps away feaiful that it fiioulJb^ 
thought he fhould a<5l through partiality. 

John Ainfley. I was on the la. 1 jury. — Excufed. ^ 

John Maftiiter. I am a freeholder ofiol. a year. 

Mr, Er shine. I challenge him; 

John I ajj)trap. I am a freeholder of jol. a year. 

Mr, Enhine. I challenge him. 

Theopiiilus Pritzler. 1 am not a freeholder. — Excufed. 

Charles Turner. I am not a freeholder. — Kxcufed. 

John Harrifon. I am a fre holder of lol. a year. 

Mr, Erskine, I challen2;e him. 

John Batty, I am a freeholder of lol. a ycai;. 

C Mr. 



i8 



! 


THE TRIAL OV 


Mr. 


Hr'l-\ J c/.alicngc hltt. 


"si. .1 


1 i "iv '"i ',, I iiiii n 't ;i :V -fihol.Irr. — r 


■■ .IV 


Str ' .1 1 am a li t 'i \ltr of lol. ;i 


'r.lv. 


^■i,mij T.iCruL V c". .1 «,n ;.! him. 


7 . 
J- 


Ci..i' 1 am u fi^* !v/idcr ol i .1. : 


Lhr. 


i'.r.kin:. I cii;.ilcn ; ■■ hirn. 


y 


■ "• / . 1 .ai g fr-Cii'-l l^r. 


A/1 


L/s.(:i./e I challcn-c hin. 



r<.ar. 



:yc 



C^/.'.l • itt. 1 at! upwards offcvenfy yp.ir*^ of r:^c. — Kxci 

Ifa-c l-ijcas. I am not a freeholder. — I,r('iirv.-tl. 

Thomas i/r.iinc. I am a frcch"lder '^i k.1. a year. — jV/oj 

Arthur Sha .cfj)carc. I am a frc-;hoKlcr. 

Afr. Er Lifi\ I chalkn.,c hi.n. 

John Jtnkinfon. I am not a freeholder. — ^xcufcd. 

James Sscridinc. I am a freeholder of lul. a your. 

Mt\ Erskinc. I challenge him. 

John iM;iyhcw. I am a freeholder and copyholder I o:lw 

Air Erskhie, I challenj^^c him. 

Emanuel Goodhart. I am a foreigner. 

fAre you naturalized ? 

^. Arc yi)u a freeholder of lol. a year ? 
Al Yes ; I am. . 

Mr, Erskinc, I challenge him. 

Matthew VVhitiiJj. 1 am a frr'cholder of lol. a year, — Sw 

C'adcn llohde. 1 am not a freeholder of lol. a year.— 
cufed. 

C hriPophcr Richardfon. I am jiift come out of a fevero f< 
Uhc'cr the care c.f J)r. Dc Val.tn;^in, who is here to cojifirr 
I have b-en outof the houfc only a v.tek, and 1 am :iii.i"d 1 
not h.iv ' (^rerrrth. I hive a ;:rcat wcekncfs on nic now j 1 
been tonl:;;.!! i::: weeks. — I xcufcd. 

J< ') 'I. .n Fade. 1 am a freeholder of lol. a yc:.r. 

Air. E^'l'rnc, I challi ngc him. 

Ji'.n.-v I .e Mc i am o;.e of the collccft^r^ iu the K'n; V t; 
ru'd it is jiiil rhctiir.eof fmi.iiiirr up t'lrj hor>;.^, an ; I '(Jii'Ck 
vvh r •),. ( o:i eqi.r'hcc may he i' ' i'M;iil 1 beol .'jvd to lerve 

/,,>•/ Pit'J:!tKt, i !.c oi^Iy cohl .ij'/ric J V/ill he tli..t ycu 
iui\*?.' • I; ..tcrwripis. 

//;• Hrsff'rie i do r.ot wli'n r-; '.iif "•^oint the rcvdnuc. I ( 
ki.L' h:i)). 

('>'.'! il.»i!i. I a-n not a i'leeh »!•!.!•.— f xcufcd. 

Til' .i.is C'(.( klp.i^o 1. '• \v.-x\i i- n ir.iliake m the fummor 
IV, J I in '': i J.,mes, — ' ::ri« ■ d. 

iii:.ir\- Goodwin. I bc^ j^uvc to obfcrvc (o yci:r Lord 
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that I do not wife by any means to fcre:sn myfclf from the duty, 
but I feel it .ny duty to inform your Lordihips :inJ the Court, 
that I am not lumnmoned according to the way I fpell my .lamc, 
nor in arry place where i relide. My relid^jnce as a brewer is in 
Lower Eail S nithfield, and I am lummoned aj liviji^ in St.\ 
Cat'nrine's, I tpull my name with a y in Goodwyn, and it is 
fpelt with un i in the fummons. 

Clerk of the Court, It is with a y in th? pannjl. 

Mr. Enkvie I object to liim on the account that he is not 
well ddcrib.'d as to his placo 0/ relidence. 

L'ird PrcficUnt. if the prifoner's counfel objcfli?, we cannot 
force him. , , 

John Peter Hlaquirc. I am a-frccholdcr Of lol. a-year.-. 

Mr. Erskine. 1 challenge him. 

David Dean. I am a freeholder. — Sworn. 

-M'iiVj'^/V I challenge him. 

Norrifon Coved.de. L am a freeholder. — Sworn. 

Rob.Tt Vlairis. 1 am afrecnolder. — Sworn. 

William Cooke. I am a free voider, — Sworn, 

Charles Pratt. ( am a frejholdcr. — Sworn. 

Thomas Druce, Tho has Maud, James Shepnell, and Ben- 
jamin ijradbury, each declared they were not freeholders, and 
were feverally cxcu fed. 

Chriflophcr iVletcalf. Here Is a mid jIcc in th* fummons for I 
live at vVeltiiam, in the cou.iiyof 'fl^x. — i^xcufcJ. 

John Thompr>n, I'homas F.cwls, and N ithani.d ^Ihn^eich 
feverally declared ih'^y wjre not fr jeiiolders, auJ .vo/j excufcd, 

Edward Hill. [ ain a freeholder of ten pouji ].-> a-/vMr, 

Mr, Erskim. I challenge hi n. 

Cam I'armer. I am ve-y inu.:h a/ili-lcd with &v: ^jut, and I 
have it on me now.-^Excufjd. 

Jarlies Crumpton. i labv^ur unJer a diibrder i^i .ny bo^els,^ 
which rond:rs it im^iofRble for ^n^ to undcr.ro c rv'v.yj n,*ii any 
'length ofti.ne, and I an comiJer.r, 1 liiall no. be able to ful:il 
' the liutir's required.— 'Oxcurj.!. 

John Lovett and John Peavey were difmiffl-d, as not bting 
freeholders. 

Thomas "Gildart. I an a •' rech ^Ider, 

Mr, Erskine. I challca'^e him, 

7he Qerk now infor^ned v.\^ Court, that he had ^ois throjn;ti 
Ae pannel, and there were but ni.ie Jury n-ii r./.')rn : ViierA.ie 
Court ordered the defaulters to be cdled on their Sies. '..-ii 
Was proceeded in, until they c i.ne to t'h ^ na nc o'' •l^*. . y : - 
rier, who now anfwered to hi.^; name, b.ic.it vv:.s .h;l:v :, \\^ 
had been put by on account of his ill health.. VViiciou-)on, 

C 2 Mr. 
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Air. Ersline rdrlrefTed the Court, that if it was their Lorcl- 
fliips juJ^iT.e It that he flinild ferve on the Jury, he ftionlJ he 
perfcctl) Uti'ficcl ; but he ;*■ bmittcd it to their confide rat }.»n, 
whetntr now the }3r!!oncr had taken his chall^-nzes and h: U:A 
expended them ;:il in the courie of his challcr^'in/, diifer.nt 
j:tTitlemen aUb had made excufes, which he fubmiited alTo to 
the conh<leri.t!op. of the Cjiirt, and tht.ir Lor;'lhip5, with their 
uf-jiil jultico and intelligence, nnd lh;it iW this df p.e, v.th t. i> 
sflurance hthir.d, that this incu^ft (liould rot but be uiivlL^rcakcn. 
It was not pollible tor him to know what number of the inqiiL^ll 
would appear, nor what nunb.r would be difqualificd U>r Want 
of fiecholus — nor what number would be dilqualified Kr waat 
of health ; fo that it put him in the predicament of aclinir the 
bed for the n on cnt, in chalcnjiing the 'e that did r.| pjji ; but 
ir.n conftiit that he n.ight n'^t have chofen to chi;!!. nge this 
gtTitlenian rat-icr than fume ethers that he had chrllcrr^td. No 
Iran would r ik a diid'cnge on fo awful a cafe ns th .-, which is 
a capital one, and havir.g only thirjy-fivc challenge;? out c-^ a 
pannel of above two hundred J urors^ with the pii\i!<.ge of the 
Crovvii to chidknje thole whom we might not ch..lltnj^c. He 
repeated u_ain, that no man in his fcnlts would throw away a 
challenge on a Juror who had difqu.:lilicd hmifelF. lie there- 
fore hoped, their LordiTiips conlidering it as a new point, ajid 
it being more than jnbaMe, that vhen the paiu:el wa out, no 
in «^;re Jurors would \ e calltd on this inqutH, would go on and 
Uke thofeotiier "iirc^rs which the Crown h.-.d challenged. 

Mr» jiltcnifj 6\;;t';Y;/ obforved, he might wave any challenge 
he h*d niaue. 

Air. hnkr.te rf^lyc.-, it was rather extraordinary thi;t he was 
to wave the il.allei gcs that he had made, or take a gentleman 
who is i:nd. r il.i> i^rcdicament. Ho' contended for what 
the firlt [)r< j (.fe;l, v. Ith tl e ftatute laying before him, biit he 
had laif'.ei v. lii.toai p'jal to tl.e pri.^tice of forniertim.es, then to 
ofiier to ihtir J oiillnips ;i y oiillructicnot his own, or :f j ly ng 
it to tie \irv lii.ct letter of the Itatute, he could not ccmccive 
amc Ti hau: e;.le K v ih. priloner than to be called upon to rciiacl 
'^ fv;rnier \ ..iiicular ci.aiicr.ge. His application to the court was 
this, that the Liov- .: ihculd now^ be c; lied upon in tpe lai.gu-'ge 
ci the fi.'.tutc, to ;..li.:i caiife f^^r their particuhir challcn^ es, wTica 
the Lro\..» ;.li-;^ii5 i.o cauie, their loidfhips cu. ht to preiume 
ti.erj was i.u c. u'.V, f« r .hh( u.hthe iiiUuLence ot tue hnglilk 
) w i- luch ti) il.e i i:;. .fli luljccis v. ho aie Ihncir.-. accuf«^d and 
i\. !:i'..r''' <m; trial 1<m- t.:eir i;\ic>, to ..ilow them, v.iii. out ar.ycaule, 
\\ lie V K vl ai \- th.in.^ in ihtir ir.ind;-, i fuy in ti.eir m.ii.t:s which 
tl.i) euMiCUAprefr^iftiiey even fee any Uiing in the countenance 

of 
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of a perfon which they cannot exprcfs, the indulgence of the law 
to them is fuc'. that it allows thcni to cha l-:':g j lo a certain num- 
ber, but it allows no fuch indulgence r n- t ic ICi'ig. The con- 
ftructioa*that judges have put on fimilar ciics in former times, 
has been that the inquell (hall not but be undertaken, except the 
Crown can Ihew caufe for their pai titular challe ^.gL\s. In this 
ca!'e their lordihips were pLx^.d in this prcJic.u^ient, either they 
muft decide, notwithlhinJiiii: the parti . uiar cJc ct t.ie jure r, that 
he Ihall neverthelefs be put into the box and foc\dl for the trial, or 
call on the Crown to know whether they mean to ihew caufe 
as a foundation for their challenges. 

, He defired their lordihips alfo to recolle.l; t'lat if he was over- 
ruled in this, he mull: be over- ruled in all ; tit:; eonfequjnees of 
that is^thatin thi«; mod extraordinary Ipecic of inal, wherenoman 
living can foref.e the len^i^th of it, or the in. oiu'enijnceof health 
that individuals may fuffer in tlieoi-ufe of the trial, an invalid 
muft be put into the box. Un.ier theleconiiJerations he hoped 
their lordihips v/ould certainly think it :i;ore proper to call on 
the Crown to afllgn reafons f(;r thofe they have challenged, than 
to call forth other jurors to whom .tlv.ir lordfhips had given 
indulgence, and wh;>r» consequently he thought would not be 
afterwards called. 

He theii begged to fay that he had faid this without the fmallefl: 
imputation to the gentlemen th it had now been called, 

Mr. Gihbs then obferved that the nature of our bbjeSion he ^ 
conceived lobe this, the prifoner is intitled to his challenges to 
all thofe who are on the pannel, in the orc^er in which they ftand 
on the pannel, for thi> reafon, it may beth. tfomc of thofe gentle- 
men, who when called on the pannel who were excufed for the. 
prefent, fome for one cauie and Ibme for anoth- r, 1 fay it may be 
that thofe the prifonor might have chofe to have challenged ra- 
ther than fome that he ilid challenge. 

Mr. Furrier now begged to addrcfs the court, as it poflibly 
would fave time, he had to inform their lordihips that he had 
laboured under a compl.iint tor many years, that made it alto- 
gether unfit for him to be there, he could afTure their lordfliips, 
and it was with ftrict veracity he could dt cl ^re it, that they would 
find within half the time of tnat trial, if he was oiie of the jury^ 
the trial would be interrupted as fure as he uas ahve Says he, I 
am fure of it f:om the fenTation that came over me on the i hurf- 
• day in Haidy'strial^' when i came in to knowwhVn I fboukl be 
fralled again, and this is a <"adt that 1 coula have brought fufficient 
teftimony of. 

Lord PrefidenU You muft be fworn. — Sworn. 
Your ftate ot health isiuch, tnat)ou^)el'icve y.i;rf«*lf altogether 
in^'-r^ble of going through the fatigues of this trial ? 

A. Alto^ 
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jf Altof^eihcr !r.Cc:j.;/l«\ I am fiirc ol' ir. 
Mr, ^ Qchi tljiMi a'dn lil-ti tl;c C' urf. lie l>cg{jr.I pardon, biit 
be louii'i hiiiiftir ( (:;n};( 11-. tl lo U il t'ltlr I oulitiips that he IhoiilJ, 
bc'i'orc li'Lit pe-rioJ, ir he h;-.! iH-t l)«:i.ii ov^cr- ruled by his cf mi* 
fcl, vvitn vthoni he truric-.i \\.\ l;ie, liuvir conteinicd very eurJy 
apnii..'!: ih- cKi-lIciiges of r!'/.* Crc-v/ii. 'I he ilatute of tiic 3.5^ 
of l'.d.',;'.!d tiic I'iril t'orrj 1. te'-y b.!is what they hitve doncs :'l- 
thciivh lie knew that lirnff-'iHiriu juilici;;! prf:ce<.t.ii]L^ ha'i ;:l!ii.ve(l 
the coil n(el ot tile Crown to t.h .lieiJ:^.", and rn^t to re!Iii(]uiih 
tl'.ofc fliallerr'cs till tlv fjanf.el wa*i [.-one tiii(;i:j'ii. Jlr hoj>cd he 
lliouid he the nioli \\\'' \ \\\ 11. m in ilij i."oiiri ; Ip- felt more anxicCy 
for tlic deftruL.iun o! L:ij dlniin;'.! riv/s in this country than he 
cJid foriny hLZJiiu that atl'\-i<'cd hiinf-lf on that trial. When 
1)C ii:uJ h'-en fravelli;^:: he huvl l(^uiid hi::;ielf in ll.i:; cji'i. — he h;iJ 
b en either; rie^p orjn;.trentive, ;:nd when I.c I:a'l co',;e to him- 
fcif, or his ;.ticplio:. hisd icri:rned, he liad huirei.jy olfjrved that 
» there were not thole oi if^ts in the way tiiat he hr:d oven ul-jd to 
llv in that jo-urncy, and i.;i' liMly he \\..% n-rfvll-cted h:.>felf that 
iic niuil be out ol his ruiul. VVJiat was tob'j done r why liv had 
il' I ped, Rii'l gone \>\\<.V.. \ he fame things i;app'.n in thtfe pro- 
ceedings. It .s tirnej.ve fee wiierc we arc ; wc h^ve ^one out of' 
the road ; wc have Icvii in a triniinal cafe nine day^ tii d \ ihq 
Jury part and return day aficr day without ihiftiiig their lintn, 
and unlhavcn ; the jud^;c:. <! littin.r the Court again and a^ain. 
A qticfiion i«i put, ivlial !'':all be do;'.c for the Jury r but no qucf- 
tion pur, vvh;.t ih:.!! b-; d(.ne with the Jud;;;e ? Ty the law, an . 
JOiiglifh Jury were to Ww-^ to 'near the caufe to its end, and ^ive 
their vtrdi<ft ; the Jud^^c is '.ompclled equ;;lly to Hay as well as 
the Jury J if ti.e Jury .".r/ kejit unf haven and unfhirttd, fo fliould 
the JuUj/e; ar d bfe.iiife with this Jury, when they ntire from 
the Court, fi mrIv'- y c^f-e-. with them as keepers, tliey arc in 
cuRody, 1.: al o i*. ti.e %\u.. e in cuflod/ ; !ie is in cullody on the 
bench, a:.'! ti^'-- c vv> oi every perfon in the Court are his keepers; 
and on t!n> o v. .•.'»:! tot. Ily tne criminal l.iw and practice of tiiis 
toiiiiirv i? i >. ' ..'lini^ly gone, and it is time it was recalled: for 
if the Crr) v:. :- :: a/lov ed to chaHeniic, togfih' r with tie inHu- 
cnte (»vcr :! •: o'i.cc;* who took tlie pannel, il the Crown ixiould 
ilill ta!:e i.i.it <'.dvanta^'e which has been granted in a judicial 
}):(.C0L..ii.ir, but fi: v^jr entirely fettled, (they h:'.d now returned 
iliw-ni uj)uards of an hun !rcd, ainl li.ere v\erc<y> the j.anj.cl two 
h'tntfrcd i'nd twe;.:\ <ii!!.:.J t.hc p/oj)!); l.^n of the po-.ver of the 
down in fu^'; ret r:'. i.'. iIj:^" \*'ei-.: ex-^e.-d ngly 2re.1t \ th.ey iiad 
an iinh'iniliid cl:.:b.;'. e <»ii: « f two huinJred ar.d twenty-eijhtj 
whiiil the pii!i*n('r coulj .>nl. tlialiciVjC t if y fiv'-. Hcdclired 
tilcm to lire W.ui W.'o b^coinj of the tii.iii»al jiiriluictioii; they 

no 
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no longer faw that fjccciTion of objcJis to which thcynn.d b?€n 
sccuiic :.-. J. . What \\':s 10 be done ; it '[-^ rum back, t\\cy nvri 
be ill thr: vv.o:K^, Tiie g'oriou'^ iTru_!a:e of the cri^ninal law of 
En^'JanJ h v..) gr-iit you carnot lalcc o.t a fir.gle flonc bit .he 
whole bfiiding mu-t tumble ab-iit ;.cur ears — it nvi-l tr.mSie 
no'.v, if we mean not to flop arA tuvn had:, bucsiiiij he woald 
rat KT v'ie where he was, r./chc-r th:='i co: fcnt to v;h.ai was the 
pra:iice on the former trial; )ic irsil fi\rAt'P:\y t^. :i>':c-: ch.^.t his . 
Jurors may be jurors in hcj^ith.^ /..t lu^ i7;i;:ht b^ livj only in- 
firm man in the Court, aii.J Lib \W.: t^ e fiill VicH :i. Tlie laws 
of the land ii.vjr ia.c:;'''d a 'i\d tlr iiigh Ticafon, whicii 
ought toUy ii^ the co.r.pjLS of t*-.e pJ-.n (u^ his hand, to require 
three days tO imprds it on th? i-ni:Kis'cf cliC jury beiidi^s the tvi- 
deiice. Therefore he aiixi vl\y b:;\:ged that their Lorduiips 
would he fo good as to let h':;-i d.c i:i t.Mt place, nther t'.:an that 
all the criminal Liw and |;r...i... .: or I'.iis C(,i:i)try r-,i;:^I.£ be de- 
"ftroyed. lie b'.g eJ it now v.;.rily 'b.p.t ihc'iv i.ordAips wouiJ 
(urn their thouglits to t!ie r:;»;.'.;oa in which the count; y was 
brought, and that they w-'L.li ^'^-..^ anl tur^i b-cl:. 

Lord Presidents I do not un.ic*I:.:nd to wlatp-int this aJdrcfs 
goes. 

Mr. Toch. My objcc?:, if, ar-d I think I am in'J ..':■-■• to it, 
the Crown has by fiv-our cr,!-:rary 't :> law, becii ace .-:!.■■: .it.: t.j 
challenge j'.:rors on th^ panr. !. 1 btr.; ir^ uC.wuL \ \<. s Ovcrr-.u- 
ed by thefc gentlemen, o;i whe(c jiJ- ';};'■. ivt \ ic.!--, and in v/h»..ni 
I place my life and fo'-tv/ic, all.!:.)' :::■ .liy pcrhi.ulcd thii ih^' iaVf 
was on my fide, I rher^icre f-ih-.-rc- to ol.jvCt iu i/ic Sfil' ii/icance 
to the challjni?,cs o; tiie C:own, hot the »^row:i liavi •>;- c:-'o/cd 
ail thofeadvcait.v.:cs r'::ath:ive b.v\': ^iivcn thcni.^ i^s I li.;vc it:ued, 
and there are oi:iy inSna Juryr.en leTt to iiv.iLv, u - ^his paniicl, i 
think I arrl intitL-d to cal! en the down to ii.2Vw cauil; fo; ihiir 
challenges. 

Lord Prssident Thj: Couiifjl gdvif ,1 \ou ver/ prrperiy not 
to refift the ch.dlc:j:;c. ('u liu v'j awr \\ ih : Cfvi. ;': C:^ th \\- were 
talcen. * The courle .^i c\ ^.-, t'.v.'i :.'... Cro\.n v.-.::. ; : ■ -1 eLi.pcoi-/ 
ch illcnge. ajiJ i-^ not bouiiJ to {r.i^w ii-.-^^^ f.i ;!.;• c!. :!".• ^\\■.. '.■•.sil 
tlie pannel is gone through; but V\: '-.r.;w:i i.:.-) j!:.:'. ... ■.?. ai 
the pannel is gone through ; that praJr^e ;? :r.v; I^ '^...:l.:'.a"i c^, 
■ that we muff take iu to he t:- 1.:^" or liv^ I'ji.d. At t'vj 
fame time I feel.it n;:ce:';V.y t > r- .\..:i-,'n :.!:■'.. ch-ci' '■:-"'... e, 
that it is become abfc.-ul;.''y ncc:^:\y \:i v...'.:z t': ; p:;";nel 
vaihly more numerous th-.n t.uy wcie in anci:!-t times 
and this might give to the Cr.'.vfi ^n in v.. •%'/.. jr a•';.^'■:j^^.^^c arii- 
ingout of that ru!:. Wh. n:.vor ' / ■.; t-li^t impr^-.r v.:i/ant?.ge 
' attempted to be taken, it will be iy: uie fl-i: -vs Cf>'\.vJ:r:.tion ct 
the Court, whether the/ would not j iit it 1:* lo.^:. i:./:. i'> ■•rcvent 

the 
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the improper atKantngc fiom bcinc; tnkfn. T do not Tec at prt- 
fcnt tli.'it an ill \\(r (.1 tini power h i^ Ut-cn tAlvCii. 

.^. How niany hiivc l-ccni clKi'k-niJ^cd on the part of tWc 
crown ' 

A, Sifvcn, 

Lord Pryjili fit. T'hcrcfnrc ^ f;i.' it docs not :ipp"nr to ir.c, that 
any imj)rop::r ndvant.rj.r h:is 1» en 'akcn hythcr CxAvn. 

Ah'. Tookr. (joodCjO'l ! kv.*n is .i in.ij')rity of ii.y fwrv. 

Lord Vrtjldnit, \\'c nniit {\n to ilic rule, ;in 1 fi-c \vh:it it is ; 
the rill'.: is forth*! Crown to c. a'h.-rj^c, antl vxIs-.-n ihc p.innd is 
gonr throui.'Ji, tiic Cr^nvn i*. to fhiw canr." of its cii« i'.-n »i;s. 
'I'hf panncl u^ now ;:oiu* tiiri»'j;',!i, with a nH.' ve of two c/r tliire 
cafes, who tltfneio bj rxc u(( il ; but o\\ which cafes th<: Court 
were not (lcti'r:ni:> il, tin: c^cu^v■s bein^>; hardly fm \\ a- cilivd on 
us in flriirt juMiiC t'> a ',ree to the cxcufc. '1 lie ony q i'-.':j<>n 
now is, whclhifr tf.ey :ir.: I » bf c.ilU'd upon now to fcrvc bc-lure 
the Crown is put on d]».\vi:>;.': cauf:' for its challcn^^s. I take it 
for granted, we muif tina ly d' termihe on tlic cafe of thcfe pcr^ 
Ions, before the Crown cm I'e i>nt to its ch llen'je'^. 

Mr, Tookc, AcknowLd M.'d infirmity is not lit to combat a 
trial, which is at IcaH to lalt 200 hours. 

Mr. /htornry CrmraL \ our I.ordfhips will obftrvc, that in 
Tallin^ overthi p:'.micl, I tiiink that ratberb-trer than ii.ilf are 
cither difal led by he .lib or by want of 'qualifications as free- 
holders of the co'nty of Midilefex, or by other rc«fon..ble ex- 
Cufsarc diCibled Ik'mi feivin:;. 

it lias occurr d in the courfe of this trial; thpt after the Jurors 
Were called o.(rtiie firfl time, the ('efini!; rs weic not cIlcJ 
«ver the fecond timf, which I bel eveis ufual. With rrpard tO 
what i an goin^ to fiv, I luive r-ally felt lor tr.e pilfoner, by 
a^.rsin c illin;r tho ranncl ; and 1 feel it in thi wiy, as ho nirty 
have p ri'.ajis tiiallen;.'ed A. when he would h.u'e challenged lJ» 
inlfead of A. riiervlore h': is put into rhis fituatiun, th it he 
muft I ithvr w ave tiie cimllen "j tliat he before nuule, or that he 
mi.fl take a p. r on inio thi- Jiny, with that unealy fenfation, 
whiUi P'ufl r.cetli'.irily impnrf. lb- i.-iird, from his havin^^ bscn 
be:on'rh.iil'/'!<r'(l. I W..S jiif •olr;' toll te to y^nr Lorddiips, 
th..t ' d.d f«el i' . t ; but 1:1 »; 1 ila--- ol the bulinef^^ v/itho;.t en- 
terin'^ inloa ^i- .it dral ol tj ;•.•■. r, ) an now reSily toAihnit, that " 
the f.ni'/ cjrrinj.ll.ii.ci'- nay h..ppen to anyoilwr ;|,ei.tl.'nuin that 
m:y be cdl-i! as w- \\ ;v. tr.'. lail, a-'.-.l thei fo:-.- 1 ceriaih'y will 
not deiire in put th ■ li'iiv o:j miv o .■ ^ ntc.i.aii who iias not 
bien railed ilio keoj d t:ri:', : tit 1 d'. fire tliat the names c{' th0 
defaulters m.iy be < :.:i' il «.v« \. th. I it fhouM be urderHood that • 
thcjullice ol the ctui.tiy k.-i!ic:> that they Ihould attend that 

have 
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have no reafon why they' fliould not. I am alfo prepared to 
(late to your Lordihip*?, that certainly it was not forcrccn what 
would be the cafe with fuch a number ot* indiviJuals on this 
pannel, and at the fame time wiihing that this trialihould pro- 
ceed, i therefore now wave all tnc objections to any one pcrloii 
I have made. 

Whereupon Matthias Dupont, William Marwood, and Henry 
Bullock, before challenged by JVIr. Attorney- General, were 
cjilecl and fworn of the J ury. 

The Jury impan-iellcJ to try 'this raufc Were as follows: 
Jatpes Hagarth, Thomas Ha.riion, toward iJa^', Tno'i^as 
Dralne, Matthew V^'hitirig, Norrifon CovedaL-, Robert 
Mairis, William Cooice, Oharljs Pratt, Matthias Dupont^ 
William Harwood, and Hen?y liullock 

The indiiSlment was then read by the C crk of the Court as 
follows : 

Gentlemen, the prifoncr at the bar, John Home To »ke. is 
indiiSed, together with John Auguftus Bonney, Steward Kyd, 
Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Tiiomas Holcroft, Jonii 
Ritcher, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard l-odgfon, 
and John Baxter, being lubjcdts of our faid Lord the King, not 
having the fear of God in their hearts, nor weii^hing the duty 
ijf their allegiance, but being moved and fcduc< d by the inft'ga- 
»t'rr>of the devil as falfc traitors againft: our faid Lr^rd the King, 
their fupremc, true, lawful, and undoubted Lord ; and wholly 
withdrawing the cordial 'love and true and due obedience which 
every true and faithful fubjeclof our faid Lord the Iving (Sould, 
and of right ought to bear towards our faid Lord the Kin^^ and 
contriving, and v/ith all their llrength intending, iraitt.fonily ^» 
break and difturb the peace and common tranquiliry of this rJn >;- 
. dom of (jreat Britain, and to Ihr, move, and excite infuirec i .1, 
rebellion, and war, agaiiil't our" faid Lord the Kin|^ u'i:hin ihis 
kiiigdo n, and to fubvert and alter the legiilature, rile, and go- 
vernment, now du!y and happily cftablifned in thi? kin^.dom, 
and to depofe our faid Lord trie King from the roval ftat^?, tub, 
pov/r, and government of this kingd'jm, and to bring ar:d put 
our faid Lord ?he King to death on th-j hrlt day of iViarci, i:i 
the thirty-third .ear of the vc\\zn of our Sovciei'-ii L'^rd I'.u' nov/ 
King, and on divers other days and time:, as well beio'c :i3 
•after, at 'hep.ri/h of i:a:iit Giles aforcfaid in thecounty ol MiU 
dlefex aforefaid, maliciously and traitjrojily witli force aiiJ. arms, 
&c. did amongft thcmfelvcs, and to^cth.r with divers o:iicr t ilfj 
traitors, whofe names are to the faid furors unknown, c :r/ ire, 
cbmpafs, imagine, and intend to ftir up, move, anJ excit * in- 
furrecbon, rebellion, and war, ag.iinii: our laid L.oid tlie is.in.!^ 
within this kingdom of Groat lint.iin, and to fubv-crt ;.]id n't- r' 
the legiflature, rule, and ^overnmciit now duly and happily e:fa. 

i> ' lliinej 
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WifJv tl v;iih'n»liiiskin ;iit>m orCnitt lhit;jin,;'n(I to Jf pole ourfiM 
J • '?l:)i'" f.i)v; :nrn ilii: i .\ -1 : :V^ !>'■•. • ia''-, rui'l ",<)vci hniciit 

<': 1;." k . . '■. -1 .:fi ' ;■= .!!.':■.' •'.[)'■ : '.! :...■; fi..' Loul the King 

«:.:!. 111! V. .' k'- 1 ri- ; ' II .•.!■•• ,i.>i ";.' * • .>r. .i-: •. .md im.i- 



:-..: .:■ .-s ;;:' : •. :■' . -': v i:.. !.i i lii"-; l'-,-:- I .• ,. . . [(Jki Au- 
;'..t\-«' ij* :inc/, ."I'-cv, d! K ;. m, Ji.n i.'.:.:'i J- v i'- I'noinas 
WiiMiif, riKMiias Ho'u rofi, j'/'in Kiiclu:r, M*nn*'v Moon:, 
J/hii 'J'}-. I'.v.ill., RicM.iri] Htv' ;:i)n, ;iiul JmIui n;*..\t':i, ..s fiuii 
f"..Ilc' tr:".ii')rs :is .'.rinc(;»i«I^ wiili Tone ;•;! I . -.• «•• , (>i) the Ux.d firft 
cl^y iyi M.'.rch^ ill the liiiiiy- iliiid y«-.iv ..tvn.l*n(l, ajul on ilivtrs 
oil* r I'.'v- ill id. ri nus^ ;r> \\iIil»clorc us :ilf«r, ut t!ic |):ni{h of 
iS.:In» fi.'* > :.'ryiiiaid, in lUt- lOinity <if MidilKrf x afortraid, 
n^ili'."!'..' :' ; .'.' J t: iit^-roully d:d mm, ( i»tili>'r(', fpiilult, ;.iid aij^rcc 
;i;iio;i;' :.. •..^iv/.N .md lo.'ciljci will* divrr, tiil.. r fajlc iiailor*', 
\.*:i '"•. :".:iu;i". a:-.^ ft iijc: laid J mors unkr.ow;., i.. '-i.u! • and j)r()- 
c'j, .; (."'I'l.int (;.i :?'.id MctiiiVj; «.' div.-. t..-'.-;..-! ».% <>;" otir l.iid 
I.".i) ::■ : ■•'!fi;'., i'» in- ^ifi'-'u! l-.-d ;wid L dd within tlii-, kiij;'doiTi, 
v. :. i::i. Ill ..i:.i in (»-dc. i-.-.M tlic p« tron> to l»-j idi'nibitd at luch 
C ',iA ..::Tii,/i .i':d jMi--. nny. {iiouid an 1 might vvic l:i*flly ;ih<l trail<'r- 
rjujly, V ''iioxj; and in iIjIuiikx ul* the ainln.nty aiid a;ruiij|i the 
\n]} •'* the P.iiiianient o' thi*. kii\^f!oni, fnhvcrt and altci, and 
cjiifc lo he i'ubvcrrrd and nltered, the Icgillalurr, ruK*, ;»nd 'j^oj 
vcr/i-i.v'ni, now duly and happily cflaidiflied in llii.. kij.u,iIom, aiwl. 
d'p^i'.', aiv.l caiifc: to !)'• depo'.jd, our faid I*ojd tiu' Kinj, from 
ih; I \ :I .:a''-, litlf, p«)wr, ar«d j.^overiinnrnt ihercol. 

A\i) J-I.kTHKR 'l*0 : I'Ll'II^ pcrlcd, and hviivr to 
cff'. .', ill. ;r r.iolt evil and vvii ki 1 ijealon anti tica((»:.ab!e cotn- 
|>.;'f:..i ■ .'.rjil !';u;;;?:afions a!«.;.'raii!,aiid in order lh«' n^ore readily 
:. ..' ' •*' .Hiai;'^ to alJeni'oie fuch ConviTir;n!i and Meetin;^ a< 
;i' »: .. ■ :, lor il.". ii dtcrous purjjufes alorelaid, jind iherehy 
t-- .-.x : ,'.'. ,.';ii. liji; i'timr pu!ports, ihev, the Taid f<*hn IJornc 
'.if.KO, I Jin Aui;'jHtis iJonncy, St -wait Kvd, Jeremiah 
/i''^ '1 ij.anas Wardlc, 'Ihonia-. Jifjlrrolr, J-^jlin Richtcr, 
*\, 'rui"^^■ ■\!r»oi'', |-.i>n 'I '••■'v..ii!, l\ii-h..r 1 !f«)d'M<Jtj, and John 
i'. V'l, a?* Vi ii l.iil/ f .t'i. . ;:■, .'iMrrLdd, l();»ef.i<': wi;li divers 

;'.:c to the J\iioi ii'n'. id un- 

l.tii II, in :!. • i!.if • . • rl.iid ytar 

a Mil lin.'.-N, : '■^ -A- ■'. b. iure as 

p.niiJi i>\ S:iii.t Cii;-- .iiorefail, 

'.ui, m.ii it i<-.i''.v :•,."..! triiii'-piii'^ V 

Mr n : ii 1 Mii-M* ',:. :'.:'. s'lly and 

I...: •:•■ ...I. .'.; r> :. ■ vr»:::^,o! : .. ,d '.VI iM"!) 'ii' : :s * 'IK >, jiatn- 

» :..■'.;, •'•.Mr. I ln.;i . t . I'/iti';- ■■ ., -i:- •■• , <i » '. t..'in:.^, ::d- 

u'. '■..:r. . .J . ■:■:'■ :--altr:.i- 

tL-io'..ljr 
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K:rfKjfly jniblini, and did then and there malicloufiy aiJ traitcr- 
oiifly caufe to be publilhcd divers other books, pamphlets, lette; s, 
inftructioiis, rcfohitioiw, orders, disclarations, aJdrelTes and 
writini^s To refpectivcly compofcd, written, pubiilhed, and 
caufed to be compofcd, written and piiblifhed, purporting and 
containing therein, among other things, incitements., e«courai2;c- 
ments, and exhortations, to move, induce, and perfuade the fub- 
jects of our faid Lord the King to cboofe, depute, and fend, and 
caufe to be chofen, deputed, and fcnt, perfons as delegates to 
compofe and ronlHtute fuch Convention and Meeting as afore- 
faid, to be foholdenas aforefaid^ forrhc traiterous pu;pofcs aforc- 
faid. 

AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfeft, and bring to 
efFe£t their moft evil and wicked trcafon and treafonablc com- 
paflings and imaginations aforefaid, and in order the. more readily 
and effectually to affemble fuch Copvention and Meeting as 
aforefaid, for the traiterous purpofes aforefaid, and thereby to 
vcomplifh the fame purpofes, they thp faid John Home Tookc, 
John Auguftus Bonney, Steward K yd, Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas 
Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Matthew Moore, John 
Thelwall, Richard Hodgfon, and John Baxter, as fuch falfe 
traioors as aforefaid, on the faid firft day of March, in the thirty- 
third year aforefaid, and on divers other day^ and times, as well 
before as after, with force and arms, at the parifh of Saint 
Giles aforefaid, in the county of Middlefex aforclaid, did meet, 
confult, and -deliberate among themfdves, and together yirith di« 
vers other falfc traitors whofe names arc to the faid jurors un- 
known, of and concerning the calling and aflembling fuch Con- 
vention and iMeeting as aforefaid, for the traiterous purpofes 
aforefaid, and how, when and where fuch Convention and Meet- 
ing fliould be aliembled and held, and by what mei-ns the fubjecls 
of our faid Lord the King fliould and miglit be induced and 
moved to fend perfons as delegates to com[,ofc and conilitutc 
the fame. 

ANJ:) further to fulfil, perfea, and bring to 
cfFeft their moft evil and wicked treafon and treaf )nable com- 
paffings and imaginations aforefaid;, and in order the- more 
readily and effectually to affemble fuch Convention and 
Meeting as aforefaid, for the traiterous purpofes aforefaid, and 
thereby to accomplifli the fame purpofes, they the faid John 
Home Tooke, John Auguftus Bonney, Steward Kyd, Jcremiali 
Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Mat- 
thew A4oore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgfon, and John 
Baxter, as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid, together with clivers 
«tfcer falfe traitors whofc names arc to the jurgrs aforefaid un- 
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known, on the Lid firft iJiiy of March, in the tlilrty-tiil rd y::\r 
afoii faid, an<i on divers oilicr (Ij'vs an.l tin\cs, as ucll before :«s 
alicr, wiih loiccand ar.iis, at tiji: \y.i\-ih (if Saint (jilcs nlc.rel.id, 
intljc county (if i\liddluii:x af.- r«jl'i:id, [nalicionfly and tr;.itLrOiil»y 
<Jid tonlcnt and a'^rcc tliat the I'aiil Jercniiah Joyce, John An- 
gufl :*. lionney, jolni f lornc 'lof.kc, Thomas Wardie, .Vlatlhew 
JVWr.rc, J h;i 'i ti:Kv::ll, Jolin llaxcr, Richard I J (id j {on, <mi': 
Jo 'n l><)\L-tt, op.e vVidia-.n .Sharji, ai.d one J.ihn J\-a'.i'«)n, l!io-i!'i 
meet: confer and co-operate anK/'i;^ thenifclves, and to^rcther wiih 
divers (Ah jrs f.i'.ie traitors \vli(/<*e names are to the iVid Jt^rois 
iinivinown, fur and to'^A'ards t!.e calling and alljnihling fu li C.:»n- 
veiit on and Meeting as afoitfaid, for the traiterouj pur^iw-ies 
afori (aid. X 

■ ANM) FURTir^-:R TO VULVIL, perfect a:.d hrirrr; to 
cffct I heir nioft evil and v.ici:cd treafon and tr(;d.;n.d)ic 
compafiings aiid ima.rnuitloi.-, aforefai-', they, tlie faid 
John Hornc Toole?, John Ai'-jruiius lionney, Stewart Ky', 
Jc; miah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas l^olcroft, Jolm 
Kiciitcr, Mr/t:hew \'(j(>re, John Thelv/all, Jlichard il«idg- 
fon, and John iiaxter, as fii' h falfe trait(jr*» as aforcfaid, to'v ilier 
wi'ii divers otijcr f die tiaitois v.hr)fj names arc to the Jumrs 
tfi/ref.iid unknov/n, on tl*e :»*id jlrfl: diy of MarcL in the thirty- 
tii rd year I'.forelaitl, and on diver» other days and limes as wlII 
b fore as after, with fjrc;- :'.r'/i ;;riiis at the parifli of S.nnt (jil.s 
ai'.ufaid, in tlic c-;U!^ty of MJJlcfex aloiefaid, malicionily a.'*! 
tr..i' . roully did ta'.ile and i^i^y'jnrc to hir niailc and provided, an- 1 
tiiJ ilr.n i.nd th-re ni.ilit!Oii;ly..nd traiteroiiHy conient and a^ree 
to l^^• marcni^ :.nJ iva^l in'i <>( «ii vers arms antJ olFcnfivc weapons, 
to wif, ;»un«», !i uh; et*-, p;I^L:. and axe'-, for the purpc^fe of armijij 
di.'is Ui!>ject^ i)t o .r i'..iJ I.ord the Kin;!;, in order and to the 
ii»v nt I!. at the l.ui.e f 1 v.efs (hoiild and might unlawfully, 
i'Mihly, i:tid tr..iL-ro*!l:y o-. ;..(.;".: ::nd withliai.d our faid Lord ♦iu 
il':.^i III the'iiie i.n-l l.i. .■::.! '.-xen.ife of his rc.yal power ;'n.! :.*i- 
l!.(ir;ty iii the e.\.:vi;;on (.: th-: hws aud fiatutes ol* liiis p.ai'i:, 
s:..<i IijO'd.! ;;iid n.i:-lit m.l.-wniliy, f';rcl'. !.-, and t::;ireronfly hil;- 
V- u ai.d alcj. r, a;.l a: J ; nci al.lil in fula'Ciili.c, ai.d ;:!:erinLs wilJi- 
« 11 . !.d in'd: ! a.:cj ol ir. : ai.t.l.oiliy :.i;d a^-^.infl th(* w":":! of the 
J ..;I;.i';.cnt < : t.. .^ ki:.;' !';-i, ih.- L' ■:■;!. tun-, l-'ule, and (j' vern- 
r. iTi j..>.v » ! .■ ; 111 I ;.; ■ Iv i\\.A) ,.:.i\ in this ki. 'j,d'JiM, :.nJ 
i' :■..;. ; : . ; 1 ; .Ti: ::, (i..j;f,:.:- ojr faid Loid ihj Kir.g 
1'-^':. I ' i ;•.. ■...:..-, titit, i^ovrer. an^i ^(Acn.n.enl ol tliii. t-m-^ 

■^M; liT'I'iiMl 'fO ! 1;L:-IL, perfe^, ard \ I'l^j. lo 
*■■■' ', t . .1- ::.'/*: t ■ 1 : ♦. ! ■'. i.Jc'-d trw.sloJi and tr.:: lo. a* le 
iv'.. ...:*.. '.^5 «:iii i.*i. ^lii^ii'.as aiorua.d, they the li.^! 
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John Home Tookc, John Auguftus Bonncy, Stewart 
[yd, Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardlc, Thomas Holcroft, 
John kichter, Matthew Moore, John Tliclwall, Richard 
lodgfon, and John Baxter, as inch falfe traitors as aforefaid, 
with force and arms on the faid firft diiy of March, in the thir- 
ty-third year aforefaid, and on divers other days and times as 
well heforc as after, at the parifh of St. (Jilcs aforefaid, in the 
county of Middlcfcx aforefaid, maliciouP.y and traiteroufly did 
meet, confpire, confult, and agree amon;z: thcmfclves, and 
with divers other falfc traitors, whofc names to the faid Jurors 
arc unknown, to raife, levy, and niakc infurrecHcin, rebellion, 
and war, within this kingdom of Great- Ijritain, againft our 
faid I ord the Kin^r. 

AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, pcrfc^, and bring 
to efFedt their moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonable 
compaffin-iS and imaginations aforefaid, they the faid John 
Home Tooke, John Auguftus Bonncy, Stewart Kyd, Je» 
reniiah Joyce, Thomas VVardIc, Thomas Elolcroft, John Rich- 
ter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hod^fon, and 
John Baxter, as fuch fahe traitors as aforefaid, on the faid firft 
day of March, in the thirty-third year aforefaid, and on divers 
other davs and times, as well before as after, at the pBrifti of 
St. Giles aforefaid, in the county of Middlefcx aforefaid, with 
force and arms, maliciotjfly and traiteroufly did meet, confpire, 
confult, and agree among thcmfclves, and together with divers 
other falfe traitors, wtiofe names arc to the faid Jurors un- 
' known, unlawfully, wickedly, and traiteroufly to fubvert and 
alter, and caufe to be fub verted and altered, the Icgiflature, 
iule,and government, now duly and hapj^ily eftablii1i-d in this 
kingdom, and to dep<ife and cauie to be depofed, our faid Lord 
the King from the royal ftate, title, power, and government of 
this kingdom 

A\U FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfca, and hring to cf. 
fcJi their moft evil and wicked treafon and trealonable com- 
paflings and imaginations aforefaid, and in or :er the more 
readily and cfFedtually to "^hring about i'uch fubvrrfion, alter- 
ation, and depofition as laft aforcfa d, th y the faid John 
Home Tooke, John riuguftus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, jere- 
niiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thoias HoJcroJt, John Rirh- 
ttr, Matthew Moore, John Fhclwall, f^ichard rfodgfon, and 
John Baxter, as fuch falfe traitors as atorefaid, together with 
clivers other falfe traitors, whofe nam s are to the Jtjrors afore- 
faid unknown, on the faid firft day of Alarch, in the thirty-third 
i[nr aforefaid, and on divers other nays and times, 3S well be- 
Prc ^s alter, at the parifli gf St. Giles aforefaid, in the county 
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<if Midil!' P-x Jifortr,Jil, with forr/; ;infl arm*, m:JI<'iouffy 
Criiilcroiifly riid prepa)e and £owpoJr^ and did thin and there «iu 
oully and tjailMoutly ( Hufr atid procure to be prepared an 1 *. 
|M>fcd divers I oo- s, pamphlets, Ictftrs, declaration., i/i(fi 
fi'Hi'i, refohjlii/ij , ord';is, addrefles, and writin;^^ j und 
then and tUp: iraliciouny aful traiteronfly puldifli and diip 
and did \\\v\\ and fh* re niiditioufly :ind traia-roufiy canf'- 
procure to Xv. puMifhrd and diljxrrcd divers other ho^/ks, j, 
plilcf-, lettM*, <Ieclarations, infl ructions, refoluticHjs, or* 
a^jtirifll'^, and wiitin'js j the faid feveral hooks, piTipr.j'"t , 
tcr", dcclirati(/rr., infhuctlons, refohuion*', *»r'?cr'-, adJre 
and writings, io rerpirdtivcly prc|>ared, ( om|//(' d, puhlifheil, 
fwrrfed, and caufrd to be prepared, cofiipoCd, ptjl'lifhed, 
iiljierfrd as lalt wforefdid, ptirportin,'^ and confainin;' ihc 
(amon;.'(t i^thti thijjjrs) incitements, enroura|'tn;'..fjts, and 
bortationh, to n»ove, induce, arid |n;rfuad': the (uhje^'is of 
laid Lord the Kiiiij to aiil and adiH in carryinj^ into cflVcl 
•taitCTous fiil^verfion, idteration, and d<|>ohlion us lafl afore 
and aif'o containirj;i in'iein, Anion;'Ji other * 'i'';,'^, ir;fi;rniitt 
infbiidofis, and diictlions to the f'uhjfc*'. of <>ur fiid Lore 
Kinp, how, whim, ami upon v/hai o( '.^liions lb: trriitcrour. 
pofes !afl aforvfaid (lu/uld and tni;iht In; earned into eftc.-t. 

A\I; lURTHKR TO I'L'LI'IL, perfect, and h 
to elttxt, tfx-ir moft evil i-nd wicked trtafon and tre;i 
able tr,Tj»p;i(rni;»s and imaginations aforefaid, they the 
John Home Tooke, Johfi Au"uflus Honney, Stewart I 
Jeremiah J^^ycc, 'I h^mas VVardlc, Thomas Molcroft, J 
Kichter, Matthew Mooie, John 'I helwall, Kichard Hod;. 
r:id J4ihn I'axter, as fjch l.ilfc traitors as ;«forcfaid, togc 
with divers other lalfe traitor «., whofc names arc to the J«i 
aiorcfjid unknown, onthelaiJ firft day of Mardi, in the th 
tf.ird Vi'jr afoielaid, ;nid i>\\ divers oth'jr day^ ai.d times a*» 
letore as alter, at the paiifh of Sr. (jih*s aforefaid, in the toi 
if* Middlifcx jif'orefaid, with force and arms, malicioufly 
tralferrnjlly <1 id /i/ «?.//;■/• and provide, and did thrii ;md there 
li( ioi'fly ;.nd traitcr'iuflv f ;tufe and procure to l>e provided, 
flid ll;^nan<l ihtre mahuoully and traitcroufly < onfent and a 
to :.»•: pr* curni;; and providing arms and ohenfive weapon* 
vit, t't'i;., niuf'<i|uets, pikc'-, and axes, therewith to lew 
w-.;"; v.'.ir, inf'iirection, and r'^he)li/>n, wMinfi our l".:id 1 
the Kin.', within this kingdom, aj;.iinlt the i!u?y ol the 
piancc, and a^'i-infl the [>eacc of our f*»'d Lord it»e now K 
Irs cr</V/n and dijrnity, ai.d a^ainft the form of the itatu 
fij.it e-fr fii ;de ;M!d provided. 

1 he indij.miiit w-ib llwa opc:u;J by Mr. Pciciv.ll. 



JOHN HORKE TOOKE. 3I 

Aftef which the cafe was opened in the foHowrng'" 
Speech of Mr. Solicitor General. 

GentUmen of the Jury^ 
You have heard the indiftment againft the prifoner at the 
bar read, and you have heard it ftated,' I therefore (hall not 
take up your time by reciting it at Jarge. I (hall fimply 
obferve that it charges the prifoner with the crime of 
High Treafon, in coinpafF.ng the death of the King, laying 
as overt-a*5ts of that trcafon as the law requires, various dif- 
ferent afts which it attributes to the prifoner, any one of 
which, if proved, will require you to give your verdidt, that the 
prifoner is guilty of that treafon. The main tendencies of thefc 
. a(9:s are a confpiracy to fubvert and alter the legiflviture, rule 
and government of the kingdom, and to depofe the King from 
his royai fbte, power, and government, 

V The law on this fubjcctis perfectly clear, that any a£h done, 
the confequence of which may endanger the life of the King, is 
taken to be an act done in purfuance of an intent to compafs ' 
the death of the King, dcmonftratcd by that acl:, that is the 
crime of High Treafon. 

Gentlemen, the diflinft imagination of perfonal harm to the 

King forms neceffarily no part of this charge, nor is it matqri:il 

whether a perfon fo charged had in his contemplation all the 

confequences of , that which he is aboia to do, it is fufncicnt, if 

fuch are 'die probable and ordinary confequences of that which 

> he is about to do. It has therefore been held thnt confpiring to 

j Jepofethe King, is clearly an adt of H igh Treitfon, becaufe' it 

[ is an adl, which in its confequences tends to bring the King's 

i life into danger. 

In confpiring in any degree to deprive the Kir.g ol his royal 
^thority, by means of which 4:ho^e who ought to be fubjeccs 
ftall^ command, and the King (hall be bound to obey authorities 
^hich the conftitution of the government has not rujulred of 
him to obey, that is a confpiracy to depofe the King, and has 
*>een uniformly hold to be High 'JVeafon. 

I therefore. Gentlemen, ih.ill not detain you with any dif- 
cuflionofthe law on the fubjecl, becaufe I take it to be fo clear 
^nd plain, that if within your belief the chcir_,c of n" confpir-iCy 
^0 fubvert the legiilature, rule, and govcrnn^.eht of \.\v^ kini^dom, 
and to depofe the Kin^i; from his ro_yal liatc, power and govern- 
n^ent is proved, the confequences muft nccciTtrilv fclhixv^ fup- 
Pofing the prifoner at the bar to be brought wiihin the charge, 
4at he is guilty of the crime of Hi:.!.h Treafon. 

Gentlemen, I fv:el, I very deeply feel the iir.rorlvi?r: of the 
^e before me j and feeling that, 1 fed mv own iiluilicicncy U^r 

the 
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the task impofed on mc. I know not what may be the 
quences of the event of this trial, whether that conftiti 
which a great majority of the people of the country arc ui 
]y attached is to be defend, d bv the law of the country, or vi 
thofe th.t h'lve fanned that attachment niay be compelled 
^ound its ilandard and defend it bv tht-ir own arms and f 
hope and trull that no fuch tvent w 11 take place. 

Kut, Gentlemen, feeling as I do, 1 am oppreflld 
weight of the cafe, perhaps it may be lufpicion, I attril 
the prifoner, together with others, a confpiracy to dep 
King, a^ deliberiite pbn to fiibvcit the conftitution of tli 
reign power as byLweftablifhcd, and to execute that plai 
own force, and by the force of thofe whom he hoped to c 
his afliftanctf. 

This, Cjentlcmcn, whatever the object was to be, w 
the conlcquence, wiiethcr it was to eftablifh one form 
vernment or another, whether to efFecl one fort of ch 
another, is^ I conceive, unqucftionably depofnig the Ki 
privinghim for the purpofe at Icaft of his royal iKite, cro 
dignity, and making him, who is to command, obey. V 
therefore it was in contemplation of the prifv)ner, the foi 
of a new government, of one kind or another ; a govei 
of King, Lords, a'nii Commons, conftituting any part 
government diflFerent to what it now is, or a govcrnmc 
general aflc^mbly without the Kuvj: and Lord*:, it ..ppcar 
to be exactly the fatne thing, it is altering the conftitutioi 
cftablifhtd government, by a power, which, acccadiiig 
conftitution, cannot be permitted to alter it, namely, 
force of individuals, and not by the adt of the conftitutec 
itfelf. 

Gentlemen, after the length oftime which has elapfet 
from the adt of fummoning you to the fituation in which y 
(land, and efptcially coniidering what the length of the 
trial may be, I will not detain you by opening to you i 
what the evidence will be that is to be laid be. ore you. 
endeavour to confine myfelf to giving you a general < 
which I hope will enable you, as the evidence (hall be oft 
you, to combine the feveral parts, to apply it to the i 
and to undcrftand the whole drawing from it, that refult, 
1 conceive ou^ht to be drawn from it. 

Gentlemen, as I obfcrved to you, I attribute to the p; 
and ihofe.wiih whom he was connefted, a confpiracy toi 
change in the fovereign p:)wer of the fhite by their own 
that fovcreip;n power, which you well know, according 
conftitution of our government, is conftituicd of the 
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lore!?, anJ Commons, in Parliament aiiCrnbleJ, in matters a[* 
I-ci^illation, the King acting in Icvcr.il ways, which .the conllitu- 
tion requires in "the adminiii ration of its government. 

Ccr.tlcmcn, I attribute to the prilonerat the bar, that for t!ic 
purpofc of accomj/iifhing thai conlpir:;cv with which I clur^cliiui, 
he and thofc with vvho:'.\ he was ailoci^ted have ijtiarrclli.vl, noc 
merely with tne Jidminid-rutioii of the ^overnnunt of the couji- 
try, have quarrelled not merely with tlie form of the conliitn- 
tioii of that ;;ov'.T;iment, but with the principles on which th.»t 
conftitution was u.unded ; the o'/'jeJtions therefore arenilical 
and entire. 

Gcntlen-icn, it has been aflcrted, that no gO^'crnment can be 
lawful, but a government founded on what is termed the rights 
0^' man. Of confequLWice, if that pofiiion is true, it muft 
neccilarily follow, that every oti^er defcription of government 
is unlawtul, and that it is a fort of duty oii«vcry man to dellroy 
a government fo unlawfully conuituted, and it mult (xrcur im- 
mediately to you, gentlemen, that this m.uit be a ly Item of wni- 
verfal confulion throughout the world, for according to their 
own declarations on ih.; fubjecl, tiiere exills no government 
pcrfivtly fo conililuted. 

(jcntlemen, if fuch was the defign of thofe, who arc engag- 
ed in this confpiracy, againlt which 1 alledge various acts to- 
wards the accompliihment of that delign. 1 conceive it to have 
been an overt ailrt of high treafon agamft his Majelly and his 
government; for it was an overt act towards the ace jmpliih- 
n»cnt of a defign — which dLiiirn had in view the iubverfion of' 
theconltitution of that gnvemment; and ncceflarily had it in ' 
view, becaufe it declar«.'(l th-.r the government itfelf was found- 
ed on principles, on which no government ought to lland, or 
could iland.^ 

Gentlemen, I v/ell rcmcniber, when thofe who were alarmed 
by what had been pillnig in Kranc.*, were told that tiieir alarms 
Were ill-founded ; when itwiis liiid to them. Why are ye alarmrJ 
stwhat is palling in IVar.ce, thv; IcgiflaLure of the two.countrii.s 
3rc totally diiFerciit : in Irance tiicy had no governnKMit which 
coulJ form the fubjedi of attaJiment to the people i they had a 
government which was in principle tyinmv ; a LUiVciiUnenc 
which was detcUed by all the pe0[de, and wliich tiiercioie kll 
f^e moment it vyas attacked ; for governn^ents cm only fijbfift 
^'1 the opini:)n and love of the people ; but the Britilh i^uvern- 
nit'nt^is firmly and deeply rootid ia tlie iiearts of the people; 
2n<l therefore, it was faid, you have no caiifc to l;-ar. 

^jfnt'emen, the argument wa^ jull; and the prifoiiv-r at the bar, 
iJ'd tiiofc who were engaged witi) him, kit ihe truth of that 
argument; they held it out themfelves to thi- wcrld, that th.y 
V^re 4ct^rmii)ed to dellroy the foundation of it j tho' they deter- 

E mined 
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u.liv: ! *'^'! 'W'>y {..:.'. ;;rri' Ii'). '■;■!, th.i* o ,ii ion. v.hi'.-h ';:'■;/ *.-. ; /j- 
l;hc- Hat'. ! t'> ": ■.; t:.c r-.c^.-iiy o,' t:.: ilrit;a (.'i:!:'" ;:.:. mi, iii 
tli- <;>!. :.■..'.: !v r ■,.- ji til • i:Ur. ](,., f.. !r:i:.{':, : ,i t./j l.M*. 
i\'j\i ij'. (j.;... -I..lr I ; it vv;i'. 'ii'rr i' ■'•, tij ' 'l. ir .', i- j* i.'> 
j".v' r: nit;il ' ' ■<! i he l:i'.v;i'l, l«::t li, : v.lii n v/. , :•;:,•.: o on 
v...:.t. lii'j/ c '.'. : ■: li.vli^sof ij.::/i, v/iiiLii t!.(;y ij.' .r;j.Ll:(i l<j lii- 

ll.i-). 

<j^;.'!i-: 'r\ :!.:: i'' 'it cf cf;*:! :/^v; (''':: ;/i::;i w \ i/c-f- 
f r':i;. l!,/',.. .'.'•',,*: \'.\'\. \\\" prir/.i./i':^ ''{'lIi ii.i .ili '■'/. r;; iiCt ; 
r : i., ; r: . *. '.f Cijl:. ! ;; ^ ivc (.I'i/-,::'Ii'ii ' ' ;;,: ,i c>.i:" \. iw . . ; i.j- 
ic'iir. . ■. '..'... , f.r:M !.' :i:'Lv:.:y floti!: o. l.-.;'! . I 1. : i: ^ .;■;].% 
t!/..' r .■ ; '•; :. .'iv.; c.!;iv:':-:li!;) v/:' l:.i'! 'i-.-.vn i:: ;: ri ..r 'if 

I'A.U^ :.:■ . /: i :.: C:' ::;.;. !i: \', \:r <.\ \ r.r.^ :'!;.;> ;"j- 

\':-::. • . c' ■ ■ !c .v!.ji. .■ - >,,.: v.-.!' ii v.- . i;'/ i'.:. '! =j fwj Jhc; 
jriiv ■ !■ '. '. f.. • :'''hts '.i M.:.?:. ii \\... ;..i!, li. t :.. : J-Iri'Ijii 
f ^;' ;!. : ' ..1 ■■ .. u..!..-.'.:'-! !y r-o! {riM.—i ; t-.-. •. i- :".:':; - f;!)- 
i'..' .(,::.' ' v : :;. ci t t. i! ■ :.' t I :v.'.l ■. !. 1 ', .; 

Ir i.iiC'.-, ' .. .. "..'; : ;1 <.'yj'i X i'> L'-..r tu t.i y'lVcrij t ' i.r, i ;;' it 
I . : •-, ;■ •.; ; :. ; . ". < ;?i:j:o::, iu •:.],'.' . ; :-:;• 1. v/.. . ;;-:, 
^ t :.♦ '... \ ■ :. ■'...: .':■,' "::. . ■ '; f.v^::i " . ■ . ' !:!.'r ' : :. i . ::;:;:•:; 
i;.'; I- ' ': ■ .' v.- ■ \ ,mj: i ir, .: - o/- ijiui'.!.!, : \ '1* .>.i ..'•■:::; r ii 
t '.-i :, V. ••■ - :. . • .;.l ;o v.j. '. i :.:v j.- ' ;,! ; <y i ;.l i ^ !■ ; i.: ' ■ .. !, 

r .■- . :i I . . . ..'. I , a '■',.. ' i.l f '!:..'i 1 ' :. i. ; . '.' c ii:;-. -ji- 

I J ..'::;:. ' ' ■. • r\ ...'.:. ■.*, :}.<: i : : :I ..i '.: ; .':■. f w'l. ; / 
\- ,. '.■ .... : ■ / '..■: I . . -: :;\ l:j .1 f;: i I. : (■: \ .-.r \',:. : -i - 

f": '. '. . '.11. ■ .:! >\y !..■ ''T.f .:w;.'.:.t o:' i r.-ncc, hii J- -, 10- 

Cv. , ; ■! vki:: :..: 1 ^. ;i !.':! \^..: h v./. .^ ,: fl'iio! 

i!:,l', ■■ . . ■ '. \ . : : '>./ .'jii i. :i . , :;.. ; t:.'.: • '1 \:,. '.ly :-..l 

*i .' : . : r: .'. .• :.,'. - ( I .l-.. * , ;■ . 1 i. -j i. r: «.:': ] :^( ':'':i, 

: . .!. . ■.:'.. I': ir "> V'/:. I ..iili i') r-. . ! ♦..'■;..:.■: 

;! : c ; . '; " . -r; :l i- i:..' 1 -.v.th r; -.'. ;.'» I.' •:• i:» ii 
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that it Is immaterial for your conni^lcratinn, wv/t!: r i'?c piifo-cr 
at the bar meant tliis, it is liic principles ih.VL- Ii»itJ 10 you, 
may be juft or not. 

Or '.vii.'ihcr he meant to cf-.abli.li a govcrnr.^'.-nr c'oi:!;. Moi:nd 
on thcfc principles. Of v.!iL-lMcr lie con.-x-iw.l tint a :7>v'(.rii- 
mcnt found on the fiippol' .-1 princ'ple^ oi'ih^- i'i Jits oi iM.i-, 
w«is oi' v/a^ n jt tli'j b.lL ;-.,v i-;i;:iciit v/Iycli co-.-'J Ivj clIubMhjcU 

It l-:ciii7, to mc, ;'/';:'.l .:• n, as I hr.v-: ii-ijlt-^ yo'i, toMlly 
im:r:i.'i.cria!, he mtant to n.*.: t/.eic prii.f-ii.'.';> ro <'.. Irov t'ac cxii'L- 
ing ::ovcrnmc;U, in It is vv/.at 1 Cm..;;;; i:i:n \w'.\\\, a:;.] ifyo-i ihall 
he Of' the opinion t:ii.r he me.»:it to '.f: i:vj ircp -ii-on of thefe 
principles as a mcan«. to ilcilrov t'lJ c..::r r- j: ;y>v r.imjpf, and 
that he diJ prona:;iit'- ti'-'fc pr:iic'p".'j-, ihj c...;-;.; ; [ conceive is 
co:i»plcat, and ' wjuhi obf. rve to y.n I.ctc, _?(.i!i; ir.cnjtluitv/i^Mi 
ever peifonsconfpire a:'.ai;ill the e.-iiiii::;^ Vivcin-neni: of a c uni- 
ty, it is i.npoiiiblefcr tn-.n V) a:ifv.':T l^r ;JI the co; lLqufn-e«^, it 
is impo/Tible for th.em to {\iyy (0 f.ir v/c wi-i 'jro :r:vJ iio fa rt;i;.T, 
for when the cxiilin;:; po-,V':rs arc dedro/ed, i.i :]\: ir.tjrval be- 
tween that (ic^rru.:l.ioii ini'l tlv: ere.' lion ol'a n^iw jjvcr.imvnt, t'l? 
C3u;ury mu '. n'jcjfi'.rily be in a Ih'.tj rf anardiy, :.n.l jn :i fj-^-tj cf 
confaiion, and th.ofc WiU) liave excited to t'lc r.-:::.:ures th;it i.a.e • 
led to ti;c dellruiit'on of the cxilHn;^ 'govern me:::, inay iiavc i^j.;:i 
fo excited by a v:irie».v of meiir., and by a v.ii-f/ o( oi'i'.? y, 
may have had fu-.'Ii iliil'crent jMirions, aiul li:c!i ■-.; .eiejit vi :\v.i 
t'Ji^ratify, that no onj jn.m, ir.at no body oi" m n idi\ vcAVjui 
to fay where all tli t v/iil civ.l. 

Gentlem.-n, if v/j v/a-it a:i inftance to ilia '^i at -^ v/h.-'j I rim 
now ilaiing To yoi, there is a neij^libouri.iv; cr-n.!'.:"'/ u v/. !^!i 
that is comj^ietely illu!i:rate.l. 

Gentlemen, tyj pri-.oner a?: the bar, ant! t\r fj w]v\ -i ; ':''.vo 
charge J wit!i liim, ti'-d n^t cor.le.it tiie:i.f.lv. . w'.yi ■'. ■ \ ■ >. !:- 
deavf>iiring tivjs t > d ih'oy i.i the mi-ids '•.{' i..: , r- . -, '' ;r 
aft'eaion and attach:nent t » thj Critii'h (J;v.^-;i;i . ; .■ .:..- 
tacking; the prin. i;:le.s on vliich it v/a- ton.: ! ', : li i-, ,- ( :■ ' m- 
vourin;^ to cit.ibiifl) ar» t!ie f)L' jnlt pri:i'.i. )!■.•-, ; :•. '.I ^ j-; . :•- 
patlble to that govern- nenr, tliey maJj ufj c!' evL:-.- t :';;/ vij 
that migiit anfv/er th<'ir jni:;\>.'e. 

(lentlemen, you all Icoov/ lih^.t a rcrt>rm ;;■ tlv: '' '": c f Co ;-- 
mons h..s lonu; been t:ij obk-.t of co-.v L.'.r; : .1 •..' !i ]..: 

lon^ been purfued with a c JOiidcr hi-: d: i.; . : :: . ". ■/ 

fi.-vc:al diffjrent per:o:is, -.l-.-.I f!i::t v:'..:o;is ;..»■ • ■..:■'.• -Ji 
from time to time nvide f(;i tlic rel.).m r f il ■ ■ ■' . .*. :■- 
mons, pr»>pofals di'T-.i-Jn r e^re.":' Iv on 1 ..: -'''. ' .! . n v. .'. i 
they Vv'ere founded, fom ■ivre r.v .l-ra-c ; ■ ■ : ' , '' ■■•".■ :■.:■ ;•• 
violent, and perh:ip-; t'v.ir very vareiy .vi;.-.\ • ■ ■'. J.i..i..\i; • i^f 
accompliiliing that lelorni v/hich they p c ^ ;. . 
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P'it, r/irlcmen, the peifons who :ire chargo:! wIili this co'nfpi * 
rn<'v, nc\(r mtcjv.plcJ to Ic-.d into tlic publ»c ;inv pl.tn cjI' iiio- 
d r.itc i.'ioim oi tb- Houlc of <.J.»iiimK'.'i>, but t}i«'y nliimic on* 
Whicli liaR hi en cn-:«rrcilly Cjirrjni.-J in ctlic r <»MjrilrKS, in iholi' 
cou'Urics where ihi.T(;h;r, be: n .^ii iti.a or il;-' li jMrlcnt.it ivcs t.t 
tlu- prople (1 mcr-n in America, aj;;l in Kr.i;;(\- .:c\(M(lin[: to tlic 
ConlHtution'of 1791) w;is d^cincd ini^eriL.r, I mean the plan ol" 
ujiivcrlal fn/iViUic. 

Gentlemen, ihi^ iyfti'm li;>c] r.vitiy Oiin; s to icco'.nnu-nd it to 
thofb whoaic cni,;v^c«J in tlu- ro »'i".;..ry \\;ii».Ii i h.ivc ll'.iicii to 
j'o.i. It w.'i'* ut. Kii to imikial, ir ••■ ;ii t>ii^in:!!ly to a < ertuiii 
d'/^.icc, t iic f.»n iion it :i i;()ri!iJ( r..b!i' ::;■.:'.;.•, thai oi' tl.c Dnkc 
onv'K'hmond, and it h..il he.-n lniJf'n:iy ;i;^;iLitcd, but you W'll 
rcxollcwt, ivLniicincn, i.;\ il lin.l v.',.^ [nni'. yens aLi;!), that for a 
conJidcrabic tin.c pali il h:.vl \\t:r. by the n:..|ority of the ihink- 
'"K P^»>p»i-* »'» thi: counii'v, cniitierin-- in iilelTas inapraciie.»blo, 
and it \vii> |:fii'%ciiy v.\ll known that the k>iu»n;^!: jicnlkm* n, v\hi> 
lorm wii-.t is c-mnionly called the oppofilion in parbanu ni, what- 
ever vieWh they nii:»lit have otparliamcnt.iry rdoriT', lu vei con- 
ceived any intent ol goin^f to iliat extent ; <;n the runtiarv, I'.iat 
they were in ^';ener.d extiemi.ly adveilt: tn il, a!:d it u-jll be 
/liewn to you i/i tli': co;n-f> of tin- tLni-./iion- ili.it will be l;iid 
before von, that tliis v/a-. < !v* n'.y ; nd ihl'.in. l-y l.novxn to t.'ic 
perfuiis who were e::;i.!\e.» in lii-^ eonfpiraey I have nu ntinned, 
;i'jd part'enl.niv tiKii rii.- inut, o. wliDfe r.bi!ni^ -■ I c:innot [ol- 
i^blv fpe.-:* tuol\i..';., nni! diJi' r-'i.' ;;s I do!io;n him in many re- 
1 /evi*, a lii.in !(>: wlviiii, ij :-,i,.e... i)f ;:b!i:lies, i cmnot uith- 
h .1! ;lie n^n'oll iiii'n'.t; o. <"i'\i;, I mf;:n A-r. I'ox; it u.i> 
^■ ■•!■ !::-:vVi i';;;: iii; was e.M.- 1 ' ■. :w vi- tnii, jji.t \w i!«nt,ivM! 
;::..: til-.' ;:ro;)<l. 1 ,'*t i:.iivt:l..! Ii;;i':. -i- .m.' a.iriU.l l^-ilianienis 
\v..-". Ill i..;t :» proj^olitK'!! ot n ii\. 11. :i idnrilion. 

< 1 •!;:':. MT.cn, )um w ii n:.l iK re i ':■■, lii.i h,- w.\^ i!i '. rmim d 
n /. :o hip:.o:t il'.e i.-.v..f :r.' o! ;:iai f »ii, :.hd cm lii;- «. tii'.lr.ii v, wli.fi 
;>. pc'::;nf) va. ifj":i.\i bv \.'. ■ t .i.'n'i it.ienl^ c.'iiL.»in::ii: a jitj\er tn 
T'l .: I :'■ ;,1.- '!.-i I:-.- d r-.i.. :.l;-. • t 1') iara- i..; lli.ji: hi he «";iild 
\v i;i r.^ r;^ :v t.-.ci::!? i'l':!. ni::./ it, ;:•> rn!-ii,n;: iK'ijlr'J t;>nlii- 
• ■'•!'. I". ■: !<-■•":. .1 l.e m:; !'t ii'.r he c:!!:;d upiMi to ; relent il, 
\ .' .■:'c 1." j.'K-i:;' e^nc. ive it v..: h <: du'.) tr) 0])p.oU- ii, 

' 'j- ''.n; "I, ill-.; }:n«-jri .1!:'.;, h;T\\a- [K'lie. ily »;W.:ie of . 11 
t .';■'::, ■■::;!L !. ' - ; !; L.i-v. »!::(i ii uiitM « f;il li:il:; !*i- :iir.l ;'n- 
r f. ! !' . •.■ii.'.n*- V.I f !• pro; nl.t! I*) i'. ilian.eiu i:;w!, .j> .'. Il i<-iin 
I/; i:-. ■' ; u- fi L:)'nfi:(jjr , 1: .nui! bj 1 eiev.li vl ; l.Leai.fe, m ..11 
; ' -' "., :i:- •,;:,': a'l ti./ :■'.'v•^•Ct.L. .. of icl^ri;^, Uic:l woulJ 
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fiilTiajc and annu.il l':i!-l:.inK'nts was a prirK-ipls never to be d!.-- 
purlv'd tVo.ii -, t'i..t th.' |k-m:>1c v. ovj to \k: I ;M;;!;l ro ii.'lli- on lliiit 
atthu U'r<'l, ;ii:d ih'.'n i:k'\- -.vcic ii:.LC;viiv io vc t..u;i;Iit tluit itth.;t 
va? jir.M.tcii «ll would :u!l';w. 

(TCiiilLirjcn, I hiivc iir; doubt of tlio conilqujiico^ ; I la.i 
frame no fort of l^r.rt.itiun in iviv iniiiJ that every coiir-qiu-ncc 
of confulion m-:.: :.rifc i'lom llicn an cr.ii. 

GciiilL'iTicn, k ■■owinij tli/it lufh :i prc-pofition woiiM never be 
deeded to, tliC^ m.ikin;; of -the propuiVi-on, ami iiiiilh'nLr on it a^ 
a principle ncv:r to be ii'-puite.i iroiii, ncceiiisrilv railed a per* 
})Ciual bar agaiiiit retbrm by Pailiaiiieijt, b.caule it i;u'y were de- 
tenr.incd to acLcpt '»;ily that v:\\\ch Vm-\ J.iji'w ;.ll p;irtic:> vvuuld re- 
ject, it WiiS impoiii '.']:-■ iir.;r il'ev lin^ul 1 iL-ri;Mi:! v have iri their view 
any iniention of cbt.a.ii::.^ a rt-l'-jmi bv f'a;li.i;nent. 'Di? con- 
lv-i|uence alio iKceji\rilv i'. liuvi'-, t'i.'.: :\::>L' in whom they l-.:.i 
ruiied difcontcnr, th;.l tli«>l.: i;-. who.r. t"..;. I. ad railed a peifu.J'.on 
that univeii'al luirraLre and aiiij-.uii l\:il.;i.r...iits w.is their unalieri- 
anleri;^ht, that it w.;', thiir tii y ;-...".t :.>i::i"i.v upon and ni»''cr t'.> 
^iej/art from, vviiich tney were lo ;!:^.e at tne h;i:.:^:'d oi' tneir 
liV',jS-, the pec -pie to \vho:n thi^ '^::■, t.-iiMiit v.-jre nJCuilarilv 
alio taught t!i.ii vAwi th^v v.iihevi i^^ (/.il:.i:i t:i: v \v?:e Ut oluairi 
^'V their own i'^rtj, I ,r M-^-re were 'oi:ly two WL.y» ly wi.i; ij i: 
<'ouid be •.biai.:ed— ir. i-: a£ts u\ liie o 
or by the I'/rce af.i iisw r ( i i 
inaiconltiiiiied L-i. :.:'■.:•■ • ; i , 
tlirit the eoiijfi'Lii.'d i'/ui^ 
P''litiui:, ri.-i.l rh' ' iriiii 
<i'ii/a!tcj:i:.i;ve u.-. t'.-.a 

-Uf, (jLJil^:::.v'ii, I;--, vi; ' ;' .! .■ !i r u:a;j ib'; , foil 
*=i'!,i:U the pe^pi" t ; .'. i ; ":.• / ■. • '. "i • ' v ■'::.'■.. '.'. ; \ 
2 rc'oini (jf any j...:^ w!' ■■ .;. i.:. ....■.'..• ■,. .»-:.,ri'.. 

<^;;lyL.tib. tiu-V--'-;'/---^ •■■-■'-■■••■■' ■■■■ ^•■:' 1'^ --'ii' 
3li:Jiiij;v: ani li v.;.i i■:/^-»K li. i.w. » ' . .-• .: ... .'i '.'.... : 
t^'U.aiiy, y ;il V/iU :i.; i I'.;-, v'- ■.•:..•:...■.,•. .:: "■.,,... 
|^'^'-'"'!y laid down, l;i.:;. i.; 
lli.'il J^ v/a^ a-' ii:jil a:'.; k o.^ 
' "'"«."i;tjii i ana p: i - ui.i- 
n'Jij!- ()( (Jo!i!!i!0': : /I ■ i.. 
fcyiVlr. i'aine t:at ii ; ;: 
t^i'it it was t ::■. ly !'.• *'';i.-.- 
f )■.:. l';:!;eii, it" it '../> i. 
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Gentlemen, the terms univerfal fufFrage and annual parji 
locnts, were cap?.' le of h?\u^ npplicd not only to the Jioufe 
Commons but to both Houlls of Parliament, or to all t 
branches of the Lcgiilati:rc ; they are ecnji.il terms, capable 
that ap[)lication, and you v/ill TniJ in thi: courle of the cviden 
that will be laid before agu, th;'.t they v/cre never diftintStiy a 
plied to the Houfe of Commons, but they were frequently a 
plied to in fucii terms, that )\yd can l::ive r.o doubt, that th 
apply to boih the lioufLS of tiiC r.e;:iilature, and th:it in trut 
they were indirecUy applied to all the three brandies of the I 
giflature. 

Gentlemen, they are particularly fo applied in fome of t 
papers, which will be fub.niited to you in terms which it is ir 
pofliblc to doubt, bccaulc, when princi; Ics are laid down t 
tally incompatible with the e\iilence of any hereditary boc 
and when the term univerfal fofFrage are api^lied to a pacliame 
conftantly on thof^ principles, the refult is neceflarily clear a 
plain 

Gentlem.cn, you will fi'id it afTerted, that the civil rights 
every individual are equ.il in the voice of the making of lav* 
and in the choice of perfons by whom thefe laws are to be a 
miniilercd. 

Then, Gentlemen, you will find it aiK.rtcd, that a total d 
parture uom t.iis princinb of equality in the election of the l< 
giflative body, c.dl.d the Ilcufc of Commons, is the chi 
caufe why ilit: people of Crreat l>ritain arc deprived oi' the for< 
going pri!:ciplv.sof univerfal fulFia^e. 

And you v;-ill find accordin-rly, in papers which will be pre 
duced tv) ynu, that the parlianuMJt, wh.-n fpoicen of, is fpokcn < 
as a people's parliament, and as wh ):iy elecl-ive. 

Gentlemen, when the minds of n;cn were led to this poir 
when the minds of men conceive that univeilal furt'ia;:e wj 
their indefeahble right, e\en inuep^nlcnt of that principle ' 
which I can give no name, but a mifchievous name of cqu 
active cit/zenii'-ip, v/hen applied both to the formation of tl 
iegillature ai;d ad;': i nil: ration of tl:e laws, becaufe it neccirari 
includs a complete elecHve jjovcriimtnt ; but indeper.dcnt 
that princi) 1?, ti/' !iion-ent it vv::s eliabl'ihed, tliat univerfal fu 
f.a-c *-qu..lIy api'Kcd to the i^cule oi' Commons, was the ui 
alie;i;^blj ri.:.:t cf ;:11 n.cn, v.i^en it v/a? knov/n that the exidir 
IcL^iilacure would iv.t tt.nce. d in; a:iJ v/I:en it was likewi 
lau.^ht to n;e pr \Ac tiut tl.L* I'-friil-'twrc could not reform itfcl 
c\<i\ \: it Vi';':. difpoicd to do it ; tae nv.nds of n:m were broui;! 
to I e \v.][\ .. !i' ri;^v f-.r t!:j overt!;!o\ ti\ ire Jirililh conftitutioi 
and il l!:i: o!::/../;. .I :\ of t':c e piii.ciples lu-d proceeded tofuc 
an exte:;t, ll-. to \.o;:: ti".:r vav amcMi.r a very large body c 
the pcoplj. \nn nu:ic Lj fjnfiLio liiut nothing but cxtren* 
confullon muli: foUov/. Gen- 
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Gentlemen, There arc many men who are not likely to be 
moved by mere fpeculittive thmgs ; therefore, the rights of man, 
the-rights of equal a-flive citizcndiip, the rights of univcrfdl fuf- 
fra^e, was not likely to work on the minds of a great number of 
people ; they therefore were to be wor!:ed upon by other means ; 
and every fubjci:!: revived v/hich could be taken up as a fubjedt to 
;inilame. The fubjeft of • tythcs, for inftance, the inchjfure of 
commons, tfie public de!:t, the cxpcnccs of a monarchy com- 
pareJ to th-^ clieapncfs of a republic. I'vcry article of this fort 
you will find n.aJcufo of for thepurpofe, ::nl avowedly for tne 
purpofe of \vc.r;,i:".g on the minds of ih>fe men who are too ftu- 
pid, as it was Lid; to be v/orkcd, upon by more U 'eral means, 
by applying their rcafon to the principles of govcrnmenc. ^Fhe 
poor were to be tau.ht, that they were opprefled by a ■ 
combin iticnof the rich ; and to the ri jh, in which fcemed to be 
included, all who had any property v;ere to be given the namr of 
Ariftocracy, and under thofe terms the poor were to be fet 
ar.ainfr the rich ; and it was to be endeavoured to excite thofc, 
who had nothing, lo aim at taking that which oth?r men poilef- 
fed, becaufe it was alledged, that the means by which they had 
become p.>ir:^l]ed of it were not lawful means. 

Ger.tlemen, you mufl all fee, that we are to advert to the 
origin of every man, with refpeci: to the propeity he has; and 
if that is to be fcrut.ni.zvd with d)e utmoft anxiety and care, it 
will be d'.fEeult to fay, what property is fafe, or on what princi- 
ple it (hall be faid, that fu' h a man has a juft title to his pfoper- 
tyj and fuch a g?.an has not. 

Gentlemen, the rule that has generally been given as the 
fefe, preferving rule, has been, th tt a man has fuch a right to 
that property which the laws of his country fupport him in the 
poffdfion. If we go beyond that, it is impoilible to lay, where 
it v/ili end. 

And if you advert to what has pafled in France, you wHll fee 
the neceffity of adiicring ftrixitfy to the principle J have ftated, 
namely, that a man has a right to tliat property wmch the laws 
0'^ his country fay he Ihall be protecl-cd in, and tiiat peifons 
ftall not dare to Itrip him of property under pretence of other 
titles. 

Gentlemen, if however the minds of men could be inflamed, 
whether thofe w^hofe mind- were- capable of being acted upon 
by the rii/hfs of men, or the priiuiplcs of government, or thofe 
g''ofrer minds that v.ere to nc v/ork'^1 upon by their own inte- 
refts, wiihout adverting to ti.e diilinsLiion of tliat which mult be 
the necelTary confequcnces ot all gov-Tnaicnt, and thofe that 
OJay be the vices of government, or linipiy the faults in the ad- 
miniftration of that government. You will cafdy fee that when 

minds 
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mir.cl-. arc iiiflamcd hy n'l tr.-r': m^a'i'^, t/j" ro!i[l'f|'rr'r.rr-s 
be prccifcly the ilimc, if p oplc arc l):it Irri*.:!' f! y..'ii\i\i\ 
iftiiig ^iovcrnn:cnt in tlic country, they iirc c:JiIy !cd to '/v. 
tfi:it i^ovcrnincnt. 

(iriulcmcn, ull thrjc arts were Tifc'! to (jSfjiiii u':i;.t } 
find tLrnicd ihc [ireat end, the grand {)!::n, t!jc c^nniioh < 
Kn^'lan«l and of Irancc, iinivcrfal vmAnupuUoUy k !;• 
lik(.iy lo catch u great nnrr-bcr o{\vop\\ wlio might noi 
wiih a!iy iircat corrc£'jncf> on tlic- t«jriri', i.Ld, or the 
•jiicnars which were to iollovv from Ij. 

Cicntlenicn, 1 !iuvc Hated to you w!,nt I (V/ticei/e tr 
cxt.Mit ofllx coijfiir.iCy. Hut, g' nth n en, if it w.is in t: 
^it tiie prifo.K'r, tr»c prev.iiIii:;jjon the] .« ]>]»: to cha;i.:e .-ii. 
in the conftitiition o!" tl't *:;ove:nuier.t hy :!". :ir ovv.-i a-j 
iiii'l he acted in ;.i:riij::]:'.:e oi' that viev/, »ri'..n ^Tiit: jrncn, 
cc'v^' l-e was en :;-.:'y i".iitv of th(. crime •..!'.'• v. :iicii li;: i- ' 
J;j i- '.d tht in vi'.'w vAv.'.h he coidd not '. '-iv/v.': to !■ : i 
j>w.;:'. • W!:-.p :•>'.'. iir ', w'/.:M not i'Ct r);i V.ll :' \ J «V'!h^(!, 
\:\\..\ :I-ev t'.r :■; t(^ \vl:!:, i-'^d |)'.::i:=^s th-: kcurliv '-. i 
S:: ! ih*: 1 C.:-.tV Ol' ( Ui ::- vv;;o w.'.'.lil \r- r.y. :,■,./:.{ wiV f.i 
ha-)', ti;'; li'. ur:-y of o Ivis ti^t.:!!^ d'.*i.]riii;i ;..!ij, ;;:.:. ..t 
j;:iin • th ■ 1« ij; th wJ^i'-li it v/.> i,rt ii'. i.i C' ..'' i:';.l.iil"n. 

'Il-i-, thMdor<-, (JM.rl'j':' ., :,y (!*-. hi-./ '.;' Kii-!a:i<l 
iv. n f'»i:.'i a jtl-Mi, tin; coni (| i" i- e^ ot •.I.it.h may J^-ai 
•!. liru ' (.'A i f ; (ivcriwi.i -ii \u -iuy lA i' . jiriits l'''-' coulee 
<if \*!'." ':, ii ihr j;ov<.rMi'.'-:;t i^ to he d-^'rryy"d in an 
parts, wljji'i i: :il* !■ a<l t«. tha* (xtvi'^ :.i haff. i}.e dej»r,i 
the Kmi.', til'.: p' .fon . lo t-n. ':?:.".■(! ;ire< o-< (ived Vt form a 
C'l Cfi'Tipaiii!:'', tile iic-at'i (>{' t!;-- l-'.niy., M:.*. l!i<reIoic to h^- 
«if Iij:'!i 'JV^-aCon, whaf.v.T il-.-ir 1« ■.'.•;i n.ight h.;ve or: 
• is'er.i'.ed, \yr..r.l.- th-.y \\r:r cn^ia;.- d !ji 'iriul v.'ilh whie 
c.;!;:.'''t c'-n !:..:i.'l ih • f '.n'. •|i:!.r( t .. 

.\:;'! thi , ^ i"iitl'r..f':i, ;:• ;: piirifln't* coiifiitntlri^ 
Trca'.on vv.;- fjuiid to iu, d .''.'■:'' 'y i.eLcliuiv tor me leci 
every Hat'*. 

f i(!.:!enicn, ti," ti.' iji . Iiy .■.!:';:; t'l • ; erfoiw who w 
f ' . ■ ! ii: lh!^e<.:.:. .:^ ■. \.'i r ir, ; ■ ' .. ; I ilj jiiiJr ^ n.i , ^^: 
c.;.-.j!v lo h'- Lii c.'.<: '.*' i::. ' . r. i :-'ion a* d chil -, w:,!. .. 
f,.: kd t!,c (arne il.in;^ I.n ! r;:;r , : :t :ii(KiatIoii v,!.i N 
LOW to hope n ;.y y'jCfi' ";. l>' 
vhcrr.:- ir h. 
i t )ta".'v i?it 
f I'l! , :.:,;: ( .'• 
\k\..-: v... ( ;.! 

*:'■.; •..!..;.•• 
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the prifbner at the bar, and thofe engaged with him to ef- 
tsibhih the lame lort of aflociation of clubs, united by the 
ftrongeft means, and by the cloleft correspondence, through- 
out all the country, to difieminate them from town to town 
and from villao^e to village, until the whole body of the peo- 
ple, that is the whole body of thole who fhall enter mto 
thefe clubs fhould be fo united, that they fhould move for- 
ward all at; once ; and this, you muft neceifarily j)erceive, 
not contradicted, muft lead to tlie dellruction of any coun- 
try, for if in luch a capital as this, a body of men is formed 
acting in concert with other bodies of men, disperfed thro' 
the whole country, whofe name, number, union^and force 
can never be calculated, but they are a united body, acting 
in perfect order, acting as a date within the ftate itielf, hav- 
ing all the force and compactnefs of a flate not fubject tq 
any controul whatever. 

Gentlemen, I have ftated to you that this was an imitation 
of the Jacobin club at Paris, and the feveral parts of its af- 
fociated locieties; and, perhaps, in flating that I do injuf- 
tice to that Jacobin club, for I know not whether in fact the 
Frenc.'i did not copy from them ; but, liowcvor, whoever 
was tlie original, you will find one fet of locieties hailing 
the other as brethren and fellov/ labourers in the iame caufe, 
, Gentlemea, the principal of thefe two focieties were, one 
called the Society tor ConiHtutional Information, of which 
the priioner at the bar had been lo,ng a member, the other 
called the London Corresponding Society, which was indi- 
cted in the year 1792, and wliich, I think you will hear by 
th* evidence, directly under the patronage of the prisoner at 
the bar. The principles of the. e two locieties you will find 
to be universally, as, I tliink you will be convinced by the 
evidence, republicanism. Their conftitution was, in a 
greatdegree, not ^o, bccaufe you will find that the confti- 
tution of thcle locieties led to what may be termed the moft 
SfiKociatical government that ever exifted in any country. 
I will inliance the London Correlponding Society, they 
^ere to be divided in what was called divitions, I think in 
London there were to be to the amount of thirty when full, 
however I believe the:e divilions were never completed, I 
oelieve about lixtecn or eighteen was the number tnat were 
formed ; each of thele divifions were to chofe a delegate, 
the delegates ^rf each of thele divifions meeting in what was 
termed a Committee of Delegates, tlie Commrttee of Dele* 
Rates had ajfiother committee, to which the name of the 
Committee of Correipondence, and a fecret committee was 
attributed, the true name, I believe, was tbe Com- 
mittee of Correfpondence, but it foon got the .name of the 

F Secret 
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Secret Cornmittee* and in tlie end it wm (o (ecret z commit- 
tee, that the names of the men was not named to the reft of 
the t'ociety who were of this committee. 

So, Gentlemen, you will fee in truth that this I^ndon 
Correfponding Society which is rrprefented as coniilUng of 
six thouiand members, was ((overned by eighteen or twenty 
delegates, who were alfo governed by a fmali committee of 
five or fix, I am not certain which ; the confequence waa 
that in truth, the five or fix were the active men, and the 
others were merely to be ufed as the five or fix chofe. 

Gentlemen, with refpectto the Society for Conftitutional 
information, that hao been formed many years ago, it 
therefore had been formed on very difTerentprinciples, and 
on principles on which common clubs and aflociations of the 
lame kind are formed, and at its fird inflitution could boaft 
of many rcf|>rctable names, but the refpectable names who 
had been originally added to it, by degrees fell off, and vou 
will find that in latter years, particularly in the courfc of 
the three laft years, the prifoner at the bar, and a few other 
perfons, have been the only conflantly attending members. 
You will find that they likewif'e, in the end, framed • 
Committee of Correfpondence, which tended to give their , 
conAitution fomething of the fame nature as the conOitu- 
tionofthe Ixmdon Correfponding Society. But their jo- 
ciety being fmall in number, further wsis not necefTary with 
refnect to the foriety for Conflitiitional Information. 

Gentlemen, thefe focietics rorrefponded with a number 
of other focieties throughout the kingdom; and you will 
have in evidence before vou, they correfponded with a fo- 
ciety at Southwark, witfi a fociety at Nfanchefter, wfth • 
fociety at Sheffield, with a fociety at Norwich, and fome 
other focieties I believe. And when you advert to the cor- 
refpondence between thefe fo( ieties, to the declarations of 
thefe fcveral focieties, adopted as tiiey were by the fociety 
of (*onflitutional Information, which wa.slliat to which they 
all looked up, particularly to the prifoner nt the bar, as the 
leader of that fociety, you will find th;it thefe principles led 
to the eflablithment of what \h called Mr. Paine's Rights of 
Man. and confequently to the total deil ruction of the Bri- 
tifh Government. 

For, if you advert in any de^^ree to what is laid down in 
Mr. Paine s Ixwk, you will find that what he afTerts is to- 
tally incompatible with the exilience of the Britilh Govern- 
ment, as it now flands in this country. 

You will find, gentlemen, it is perpetually afTerted by 
Mr. Paine, that in whatever manner the fcparate parts of a 
conflitution may be arranged, there is one general principle 
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that diftinguiihes freedom from flavery. *' That all he* 
riditary government on a people, is to them a fpecies of fla- 
very, and reprefentative governments, freedom, that mo- 
narchy woula not have continued lo many ages in the world/ 
had it not been fortheabufes it protects ; that it is the mafter- 
fraud wliich fhelters all others. By admitting the partici- 
pation of its fpoil, it makes itfelf friends, and when it ceafes 
to do this, it will ceafe to be the idol of courtiers. As the 
principles on which conftitutions are now formed (adverting 
to the American conftitution, and that formed in France) 
rejects all heriditary pretentions to government; italfore- 
jecb all that catalogue of aiTumptions known by the name of 
prerogative." And then afferts that the oath called the ci- 
vic oath in France, viz. the nation, the law, and the king, 
is improper ; if taken at all it ought to be to the nation only, 
and lam now fpeaking of the firft part of the Rights of Man, 
in which he foretells, in clear and decifive terms, that mo- 
narchy will not continue in France, and the reafon he gives 
for it is a reafon which unqueftionablv was in itfelf unan- 
fwerable, namely, that it was inconfiltent with the princi- 
ples on which the government in France fubfifted, for he 
conceived that the principles on which the conflituted af- 
fembly in 1791 had formed a government on the principles 
of the Rights of Man, as he calls it, and it is perfectly true 
that monarchy was perfectly inconfiftent with thefe princi- 
ples, he therefore fpeaks in unequivocal terms of the ap- 
proaching diffolution of monarchy in France. And he, as 
well as Mr. Joel Barlow, you will find conlidering in their 
feveral works that the perfons who acceeded to retaining the 
king in the government of 1791, did fo only out of reJpect 
to the prejudices of the people, becaufe they conceive the 
people were not ripe for the deft ruction of the government 
altogether, therefore they eftabliflied a government in which 
the Kinglv office remained, but formea on principles fo op- 
pofite to nereditary monarchical government, it was impof- 
lible both (hould itand together, therefore the monarchy, as 
the weakeft, muft neceflarily fall. 

Gentlemen, you will find the prifoner at the bar approv- 
ing of all thefe publications, and (hewing in terms perfectly 
unequivocal, what was his opinion on this fubject, or, at 
least, thofe opinions which ne chofe to manifeft for the 
purpofe of accompliihing his wiflies — with thofe whom he 
was endeavouring to excite to the deftniction of the ex- 
iting Government. 

Gentlemen, you will find, in a letter which will be read 
to you, in anfwer to a letter of a perfon who afTumes the 
appellation of the Editor of the ratriot, a paper that wa^ 
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fmnted at Sheffield ; a letter which details, with a wonder* 
ul minutencls ail the arts that were to be made iile of, and 
which I have dclcribod to you, who ipeaks of tlie manner 
in which realon, impcual reafon, was ro be generalliliimo ; 
but art mull be fecond in command. In tlie anfwer to that 
letter, an anlwcr in which I underdand tlie hand-writing 
of the prifoner will appear ; in the conclulion of which he 
compares freedom to tne infant Hercules, makinjj; efforts for 
its deliverance, &c. Reprefentino; Arillocracy and Mo- 
narchy, as of that defcription oftlhin<2;s, as a viper Hing- 
ing the bofom of them who nouriih them. 

Gentlemen, you will find that when the Society at Nor- 
wich applies itielf to one of this Society for an explanation 
of their object, of their intention, whether they mean to be 
content with the Duke of Richmond's plan, or to rip up 
monarchy by the root, the anlwcr comes m no decree to the 
point ; it directs them in all they fay on the fubjcct to leave 
monarchy, democracy, and even reli<;ion alone, but to at- 
tend to the infifting on u.'ilvcrfal fufflage as a clear and dif- 
tinct principle, and that every thing would ncceifarily fol- 
low. 

Gentlemen, the views of tlie Society will alfo, perhaps, 
more difiinctly appear from their tranlactions with the So- 
ciety avowedly, framed for the purpofc of Reform in Parlia- 
ment ; a Society that you have prooably heard of, under the 
defcription of the Friends of the People. Tlic:e Friends 
of the People, avowing themielvcs to be always for a Re- 
form in Parliament, that is in the conilitution of the Houle 
of Commons, but with an anxiety to prelcrve the principle 
of the conilitution itielf. 

You will find, gentlemen, that in the courfc of the cor- 
refpondence between the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation, of which the prifoner at the bar is a meir.bcr, and 
that Society of the Friends of the People. The Society of 
the Friends of the People found thcmlelvcs compelled to de- 
cline all intercourfe I'o early as May X7f)C, with this Society 
for Conftitutional Infi)?mation, beciuie they conceived they 
were going lengths far beyond thepurpo.es to which the 
Society oi the Friends of the People meant to apply it. 

Gentlemen, this is not material uruiueiiionably, in what 
view the Society of the Friends of the reople faw the conduct 
of other Societies, beraule ihey miiiht be totallv miUaken ; 
and you are not to c!rjr(;e them with a criminal act becaule 
others haveconceived them guilty; but it is extremely impor- 
tant in this point, that when a body of thisdefcriptionof people 
as the Friends of the People entertains a jealoufy for them, 
it became the prifoner at tlic bar, and the Society for Con-. 
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flitutional Information, it became them completely to difa* 
vow that they had in their remoteft contemplation any things 
which ihovAd interrupt the conftituted Government of the 
country, and to declare that their object was as limited and 
ait confined as the Friends of the reople, although they 
might differ with them as to the extent of the remedy to be 
applied. 

But nothing of this fort was done ; on the contrary, they 
write to the people in the country, that the Friends of the 
People were not honeft, and that all the object of that Society 
was a mere contrivance, to protect that which they pretend 
tliey meant to reform. 

Gentlemen, the union of the Society for Conilitutional 
Information, particularly with the other Societies extended 
not only to correfpondence, but to afTemblin^^ a number of 
membersof theft' different Societies, as affociated members 
of their own. You will find particularly, that the Society 
at Sheffield, which was a numerous, and particularly active 
Society, and feems to be under the direction of fomeperfon of 
coniiderable ability ; of that Society they really aflbciate 
twelve of their number fome time in March 1792. 

Gentlemen, you will find in like manner at another pe- 
riod, I think July 1792, they afTociate fix of the London 
Correfponding Society, that they alfo affociate fome mem- 
bers of the Norwich Society, and I think fome other So- 
cieties for the purpofe of uniting thefe feveral Societies, by 
means of tliel'e honorary members with themfelves. 

You will alfo find them, during the courfe of the year 
1792, efpecially not only repeatedly adopting Mr. Paine's 
works in terms of moft Arong and mod unqualified approba- 
tion ; terms applying themlelves clearly to thofe parts of the 
works which go directly to the deftruction of the Briti/h 
Cooilitution ; but you will find themfupporting Mr. Paine in 
a profecution inftigated againft himforpublifhmg the fecond 
part of the Rights of Man, fuflaining him throughout that 
piofecution, confequently adopting thofe pafTagcs in the fe- 
cond part of the Rights of Man, which were fo extremely 
uflenlive, and avowedly adopting them as principles which 
were to be fupportecl ; and conceiving that the man 
who laid down the principles, was an honour to the Soci- 
ety to which he belonged ; and likewifc an honour to the 
country of which he belonged, and a faithful fervant of that 
country. 

Gentlemen, you will find them likewifc adopting every 
fcditious publication made by Mr. Paine, as a letter to Mr, 
Dundas, ^.letter to the people of France, after he was cho- 
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ftnn menihcr of their National Convention^ and after the 
utter dellriiction of monarchy in France by thede|)o(itian. 

You will find them adoptini; that IctterofMr. Paine's ;and 
with relpect to Come ofthei'e papers, you will find that this 
Society order publications, at tneir own exj)ence, to tlie extent 
of a number wliirli ftrike one when they arc mentioned. I 
think of Mr. Paiiu-'s letlcr to Mr. Dundas, they order 15^,000 
copies to be printed for flie purpofe of difperfion. 

Vou will lind them likewife O(]optinff a letter of Mr. Joel 
Barlow to fhr peoplcof France, wil href pert to the afteration 
which oujifht to be made in their Conftitution of 17.91 ; and 
I think when you read the letter whieh Mr. Barlow lent 
with the printed copy oFthat tetter, and when you read the 
anfwer to that letter, and fee the nature of the addrefs to the 
people of France, you will l)e aOonifhed that any perfon 
thould conceive that they who boaft of tileir eHeem and 
friendly attachment to the Government of this country ; that 
they {hould countrniinre furli a letter as that of Mr. Bartow 
to the people of Fr.'uice, hvitm particularly adapted to the 
object of tlii'; Sociffy, tlie letf'-r Ixi'i'^' to tell them that all 
that rlu'y had of utcMiarrhy, in tJK'ir old Conltitution of 
I7r;j, war. to:;i!ly wr<);iir, ibuiided on wnm^r piinciples; 
and that the deltruction of monarchy was eiVential to the 
true ('Ondittition of every Government. 

Gentlemen, this Mr. Harlow Hates to this Society, to be 
important to the object they had in view ; and it is impofli- 
bleto eonreive'in what manner it could be important to the 
object that they had in view, unlels they had in view to 
make the lame change in the Government of this country, 
as the new affembly of France was propotin^; to make in 
riic Government of France as ell ablided in 1791. 

Gentlemen, I bf*fbre mentioned to you the addrefs to the 
Jacobin (^lub, that was in May 17.9^ ; and ygu will find it 
io exprefs'y trrmed, which will make it impoMible for vou 
to doubt, fhaf the prrl'ons who addrelfed that Jacobin Club. 
did it with a full (•onvictit)n, who they addreii'ed, when they 
hailed them as bifthren and lellow-citi/ens of the world, in 
iiatin^ to them con;^ratuInlions on the f^hirious revolution 
which France had accompiiiiied ; fliat it fpoke to them • 
iantruape which ofly tintfriry roiild dirt.ite. 

Gentlemen, this addrefs will be read to jrou, therefore I 
will n<jt detail to you the different parts of it ; but there if 
one part which I will observe upon, and I will more par* 
(icularly obferve on it^ on account of iheconfequences which 
may, perhaps, be follov/ed from it. 

Alter Autuig, *< it would have given an additiomil tri« 
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nmph to our congratulations, if the equal rights of maa 
(which are the foundation of your declaration of rights) 
had been recognized by the Governments around you, and 
tranquility eilabiifhed in all/' Including neceflarily in that 
deicnption the Britifli Government ; and therefore averting 
their wiihing that the equal rights of man, the foundatioa 
of tli« declaration of rights of the French, on which their 
Conilitution of 1791 had been imperfectly conAituted ; it 
was- the wilhof this Society to be ellablilhed in all^ they 
added this, we now behold you a nation provoked into d^ 
fence, and we can fee no mode of defence eaual to that of 
eftabliihing the general freedom of Europe, in this beft of 
caufes, wc wiih you fuccefs, our hearts go with you. 

Now, Gentlemen, what do they mean when they fay, 
they can fee no mode of defence equal to that of eflabliihing 
the general freedom of Europe. And I will beg you to re- 
collect that the fame idea is iuggeded in a work of Mr. 
Paine's, that the revolution in France was to be accomplifh- 
ed only by cflabliihing fimilar fevplutions in all other coun- 
tries, that it was the general opinion of France, that the 
preiervation of their revolution was the beft to be affected 
according to the expreffion of one of their ableft fupporters, 
by fetting the four corners of the world on fire, and you will 
iee the ground of that famous decree of the National Af- 
fembly of France, as it went to this end. Namely tlie efta- 
bliihment of this very fyfiem in France, by declaring war 
againfl this and all other countries ; and then recollect whe- 
ther the paper to the Jacobin Society in Paris, is or is not 
a foundation to encourage them to all their proceedings* 

Gentlemen, you will find this foCiety not content (imply 
with this paper to the Jacobin Society at Paris, in which the 
prifoner does appear to have a very particular hand in it, 
and you will find what is very extraordmary, in the evidence 
to be produced, the hand-writing; of the pril'oncr, which 
ihewstnat he was at the bottom of the whole, under occalions 
and circumftances, that will aConilh you when yon iee if. 

Gentlemen, they next proceed to the addrefs of tlie Na- 
tional Affenibly of France. On this lubject a private cor- 
relpondcnce took place between fome members of the Lonr 
<lon Correfponding Society, and the prifoner at the bar. 
You will likewife find that a gentleman of the name of Frost, 
which appears to have been a perfon that correfponded with 
Mr. Tooke, was then at Paris, and )'ou will find that on 
liis conception of things, without the affair of the loth oJP 
Augufl, which was the total overthrow of monarchy in 
France, liberty was at an end. 

Gentlemen, you will likewife find that during the courfe 
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of thcfe tranfacdons, the prifoner at the bar was in corref- 
pondence with Mr. Potion, the Mayor of Paris, which at 
leaftihewed that Mr. Petion and the prifoner coniidered 
themi'elves as engaged in the fame common cause. 

Gentlemen, that common caufe, I conceive, could be no 
otherwife underitood than as the common caufe of England 
and France, and that the beft defence to France was that of 
eftabhihing the general freedom of Europe. 

Gentlemen, you will find that in confcquence of a pri- 
vate correfponacnce between the prifoner at the bar and 
one of the members of the London Correfponding Society 

ithe propofition to addrefs the National Convention of 
'ranee, appears to have originated with that fociety) but in 
truth it was a meafure wliich had been previoully fettled 
between the prifoner at the bar and thelc members of the 
London Correfponding Society. 

The London Corrciponding Society fent to the Society of 
Conftitutional Information, the addrefs they had prepared 
on the occafion, and a committee was appointed to confer 
with them on the fubiect, of which the nriloner at the bar 
was one. However this addrefs they did not think proper 
to adopt as their own, but they rcfolve that they highly ap- 
prove of the fpirit of it. 

Now, Gentlemen, this addrefs which they thus approve 
of the fpirit of, is expreifed in terms — I mull detam you 
while I mention fome paflages in it, becaufe it fetms to me, 
together with the fublecjuent addrefs which was prefented 
by the Society for Conftitutional Information, to detail the 
plan of thefe perfons pretty fully; after addrefTing the 
French Convention in terms of conliderablc fricndHiip, 
they proceed further, faying, •* we arc fervently fupnli* 
catmg the almighty ruler of the univerfe to be favouraule 
to your caufe lo intimately blended with our own." 

Gentlemen, here is again a complete aflcrtion, that the 
cause in which the French Convention was then engaged, 
was a caufe intimately blended with that in which thif 
fociety in Ix)ndon was engaged. 

They proceed, •' frowned upon by an opprefllvc fyflcm 
of controul, whofe gradual but continued encroachmrntj 
have deprived this nation of nearly all its boafted liberty, and 
brought us almoll to that abject Hate of llavery from which 
you have fo emerged." 

Now, Gentlemen, here is again that reprefented that I 
before Hated to you, that they artfully held out to all the 
people of this country, that this country was reduced to a 
iiute ofllaver\', fo nearly refembling that in which France 
was before the revolution in 1789, that there was fcarce a 
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distinction between the two countries, ** brought us almofl 
to that abject ftate of flavery from which you have fo emer* 
ged." 

Then they proceed to fay they conceive it to be the duty 
of Britons to countenance and aifift, to the utmoft of their 
power, the champions of human happinefs, and to fwear 
to a nation, proceeding on the plan you have adopted, an 
invidlable fnendlhip," to a nation procee^ding on a plan 
which had for its object the fubverfion of monarchy ana all 
heriditary diflinctions in a government, and eftabliihing in 
lieu of it a government edabliihed on the fuppofed prmci^ 
pies of the Kights of Man. 

Then, Getitlemen, they fay ^* Frenchmen you are already 
free, and Britons are preparing to become fo." As it feems 
to me a clear diftinction, that they conceived the French 
were become free in conlequence of the event of the loth of 
Auguft,* by which monarchy was totally deftroyed in France, 
and Britons were preparing to be as the French .were become 
by that event. 

Gentlemen, they proceed ** feeking our real enemies, we 
find them in our boloms." You will recollect. Gentlemen, 
they call moniarchy and ariftocracy vipers, in another part. 
" oeeking our real friends, we find them in our bofoms, 
we feel ourlelves inwardly torn by, and ever the victims of, 
a reftlefs and all-confuming ariftocracy hitherto the bane of 
every nation under the fun, wifely have you acted in ex* 
Spelling it from France." 

Now, Gentlemen, what is this but a declaration that one 
branch of the legiflature, I mean the Houle of Lords, was 
of the defcription of an all-conluming ariftocracy, and that 
t1« French had acted wiiely in expelling every thing of that 
fyftem. 

But, Gentlemen, at the conclufion there is a paaflge 
which fhews their object beyond the poflibility of a doubt, 
which fhew« that their object was the eilablilhrhcnt in this 
country of a government from which not only wliat they call 
ariftocracy, but monarchy Ihould be alio banifhed, for they 
add thus, ** While lyou enjoy the envied glory of being the 
unaided defenders of freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea 
the numerous hlelTings mankind will enjoy, if you lucceed," 
(that is,. eaftbli(hing that government in which monarchy 
was to be totally annihilated) " If you iucceed, which we 
ardently wilh, the triple alliance, not of crowns, but of the 
people of America, France, and Britain will give freedom 
to Europe, and peace to the whole world.'* 

Can a declaration be more explicit than this, that their 
object was, that who fliould be competent in this country to 
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make an alliance fhould not be in the kingt in whom, acH 
cording to the conftitution of this country, all treaties witl| 
foreign dates muft be made, all dealings with foreign powen 
muft neceffarily, nominally be, but it (hall be a triple alli- 
ance, not of crowns, but of the people of America, Trance, 
and Britain, which will give freedom to Europe, and peace to 
the world. Adopting tnat fyftem of the Jacobin cluos, that 
giving freedom to Europe was the bed defence that France 
could make. 

They then fay, ** How well purchafed will bc^ though 
at the expence of much blood, the glorious unprecedented 
privilege of faying mankind is free, tyrants and tyranny' aro 
no more, peace reigns on the earth, and this is the work of 
Frenchmen. 

Why, Gentlemen, could language in ftronger terms ex- 
prcfs the ideas of men bent oh the deftruction of every, 
thing to which they could give the term monarchy, arifto- 
cracy, or the crown, in this country, in eftablifliin|r that 
which they conceive to be univerial freedom, and aboliihing 
what tliey call tyrants and tyranny, fo that peace might 
reign on earth. 

And you will find, Gentlemen, in the courfe of the evi- 
dence that will be laid before you, that this is repeatedly ur- 
^ed, and artfully urged, for the catching of men of enthu« 
liaftical dil'pofitions, that if monarchy and ariftocracy was 
abolifhed, and all government was tne government of the 

Epople, wars would be at an end, and univerfal peace would 
e on the earth. And you will find one paper opening an- 
other, the principles developing throughout, that the \^ole 
that they aimed at, was the deftructibn of the government 
of this country, aud ellabliiihng a reprefentative govern- 
ment 

Now this addrefs whicli I have dated to you of the Lon* 
don Correlponding Society, the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, fay they hignly approve of the fpirit of the 
fame. 

GcniVmon, liavino; approved of the fpirit of this addrefs 
of the London Correlponding Society, they proceed to pre- 
pare an addrefs of their own, and tnat is conceived inlan- 
;ziiaj:e, which feems to me to be full as ftrong as that of the 
London Correfpondinc; Sorirty's ; fo that I think you will 
be of opinion, that they did not decline concurring in the 
addrefs of the London Correfponding Society, not becaufc 
they thought it too Ibone, but bccaufe they thought ex- 
preiTing the fiimc thing in othef words, would convey idea^ 
Itill more diffulive. 
Gentlemen, the ^ddrefs of the Society for Conftitutioitt( 
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tnfomnation begins thus, " Servants of a fovereign people 
dnd benefactors of mankind^ we rejoicfe that your revolu- 
tion has arrived at th^t point of perfection which will permit 
lis to addrefs you by that title, it is the only one that can ac- 
tord witl^ the chiiracter of true legiflators." 
. This is a clear declaration that an hereditary office of king, 
and an hereditary peerage, were utterly inconfiflent with the 
character of true legiflators, confequently that they wifh to 
eftabli(h a legillature, wholly elective, foundea on the 
principles of the Conftitution of France. They proceed, 
•* 'Every succeflive epoch in your aflfiairs has adfded fome- 
thing to the triumphs of liberty, and the glorious victory of 
the loth of Auguil has finally prepared the way for a ccnfli* 
tution which we truft you Will eftablilh on the bafis of 
reafon and nature." 

They coticeive therefore, that the event of thfe loth of 
Auguft was a glorious victory, and that it prepared the way 
for the eftaklifhment of a conftitution on the oafis of reafon 
ieind nature,, a bafis on which every man mtift wi(h that every 
tonftitution was founded, only wnat is that reafon, and what 
is that nature on which it is to be founded, is a queftion 
which many men differ about. 

Gentlemen, there are other paffage^ in this addrefs which 
will clearly ihew to you the object of thofe who prefented 
il. 

They proceed to reprefent the condition of Engliflimen, 
though not fo bad as that of other countries, yet flill as one 
approaching to a ftate of flavcry ; they fay that they tender 
their warmeft wilhes for the full extent of the progrefs and 
fuccefs of the <iaufe in which they were engaged ; and then 
they add, ** it is indeed a iacred caufe, we cherilh it as the 
pledge of our happinefs, our natural and ncareft friends, in 
whicJi union our own nation will furely be the firft to con- 
cur." *rhen they conclude, after ftating the advantages to 
be derived from the proceedings of the affembly of France. 
** Goon, legiflators, in the work of human happinefs, the 
benefit will in part be ours, but the glory Ihall be all your 
e wA ; it is the reward of your perfeverance, it is the prize of 
virtue.*' Th^y then confider that ** the fparks of liberty 
JjreferVed in England for a^es, like the coiufcations of the 
northern aurora, ferved but to Ihew the darknefs viiible in 
the rest of Europe." Then thev fpeak of the luftre of the 
American republic, like aii effulgent Morning, arofe with 
encreafmg vigour, but flill tqo diilant to enlighten our he- 
mifphere, till the fplendor of the French revolution burft 
forth upon the nations in the full fervor of a meridian fun» 
tnd difplayed in the mift of the European world, the prac- 
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tical refult of principles which philofophy had fought in tlie 
fhade of fpeculation, and which experience muft every 
where connrm." Th<^ practical relult of thefe principles 
which you mull immediatelv consider as directly oppofite te 
the principleson which theBritiih Conftitution are ioundedy 
becaufe they are principles inconiifient with an hereditary 
Monarchy, and inconriftent with a Houfe of Lords. 

Then they add, •* Your example will be ioon followed; 
for nations riiinp; from their lethargy will reclaim the Rights 
of Man, with a voice wliich man cannot refifl." 

Gentlemen, I have cnlarijed a little on thefe two addreflet) 
becaufe it appears to me that they devclope with a clearnels 
jiotfobequeftioned. The principles of this Society and (hew 
they were perfectly hoftile to the conftitution of this coun- 
try ; and it is iniponble to conceive that the men who fram- 
ed and prefcntccl this addrefs could have in view ilmply a 
Reform in the Commons Houie of Parliament, and in the 
fyllem of reform, meaning to go no further. 

Gentlemen, they were not mifunderftood by the perfons 
to whom this adfiiels was prefented ; nor, indeed, did the 
perfons who prefented the addre.s mifunderftand the mean- 
ing of the addieflers. 

For, Gentlemen, the perfons whom they chofe for this 
purpofe were Mr. Joel Barlow and Mr. Froft. 

You will find. Gentlemen, that Mr. Joel Barlow and 
Mr. Frofl, at the time they presented this addrelis, pro- 
nounced an introductory addiels of their own, but commu- 
nicated aft« rwards to the Conllitutional Society, and per- 
fectly approved hy tliem. 

In that addrc'is of their own, they ftate, ** Cftizens of 
France wcare deputed by the Patriotic Society in London, 
called the Society for Conititutional Information, to con- 
gratulate you in its name on ihc triumphs of Liberty before 
the epoch of your Revolution: thh Society employed itfelf 
on this important object with little hopes of fuccefs; and in- 
numerable Societies of the fame fort are forming t!;emfelves 
in every nait of En;!Jjnd; and alter the example given by 
France, revolutions will Ix'come cafy, rcalon is about to 
make rapid progrcis : and it would not be cxtraordinaiy if, 
in a much le.s Ipacc tiian con be inragined, the French 
fliould lend their congratulations to a National AITenibly of 
£n«!land. 

Gentlemen, this introductory addrefs cleaily points out 
the object of the addieliers ; namely, whilil they conAder 
themfelves as labouring to little purpofe until tlie event of 
the French Revolution ; that the event of that Revolution, 
in its coiifequences> led to all that they propofcd ; and tliat 
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they confider the means of obtaining that which they pro- 
pofetas fimple as the abufes were intricate ; that thefe means 
were to be taken from the example of France : following 
which example will make Revolutions ealy. What was the 
example of France? They tell you in the concluding 
words, thee'.lablifhing of a National Convention. There- 
fore they conceive it would not be extraordinary that if, in 
a much lefs fpace of time than could be imagined, the 
French fliould fend their congratulations to a National Af- 
iembly ctf England. 

And you will find. Gentlemen, that this idea of a Nati- 
onal Convention did not originate here, but in an addrels of 
the London Correfponding Society of the 6th of Auguft, 

1792, the fame idea is clearly advanced ; that the people 
were to effect their own emancipation, it was determined 
by means of that National Convention, to effect that where- 
by they could alone hope to have it, namely, by the people 
meeting themlelves in a Convention, becauf^ they could not 
expect to meet that which they wilhed from any conftituted 
authorities of Government. 

Gentlemen, the Prefident of the French National Af- 
fembly did not in the leaft heiitated to interpret thofe ad- 
dreffors, and the proceedings on it ; for in his anfwer to it^ 
he flates to the addreflbrs : he fays, thofe who now defend 
our liberty, will one day become the defenders of yours. 

Gentlemen, then he adds, ** generous Republicans," fo 
that he clearly conceived that their addrefs breaths the fpi- 
rit of republicanifm : he had not the leall hefitation in ap- 
plying to the persons who came to him with fuch an ad- 
drefs, that epithet. 

Gentlemen, he then fays, the fhades of Penn, Hamden, 
and Sydney, hcver over your heads ; and the momtot, 
without doubt, approaches when the National Convention 
of France will bring congratulations to the National Con- 
vention of England. 

Gentlemen, io that the Prefident of the National Af- 
femblv of France had not the. lealt doubt of the object of 
the addrefs, and that the confequences, probably, would be 
the ellablilhiHg in this country the Inme fort of Convention 
which was then eilabliihed in Fiance. 

Gentlemen, I forbear to relate to you a vaft variety of 
other papers, all tending to the fame coneluiion, letters from 
the Societies in France, letters found among the Societies 
here. 

Gentlemen, but there is one thins; which I think I ought 
particularly to mention to you. On the i8th of January, 

1793, '•^^^ certainly that was at a very critical period, at a 

time. 
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time, in the perfuafion of men in general, a war betweenthe 
two countries was probably likely to take place. The London 
Conftitutional Society thought proper to make fome mem- 
bers of the French National Aifemby, Mr. Saint Andre^ 
Mr. Barrere, and Mr. Roland, honorary members of their 
Society, describing them St. Andre, on the i8th of Janu- 
arj*, and Barrere and Roland, on the 25th of January, de- 
fcribing them as the moft judicious and enlightened friends 
of human liberty; that is the term which they apply to them, 
nearly in thefe words; then on the firft of February they re- 
folve that thefpeechcs of citizen St. Andre and citizen'Barrere 
(aflb«iated honorary members of this Society) as given in the 
Gazette National ou Moniteur Univerfalle of Paris, on the 
trial of the King, be inferted in the books of this Society. 

Gentlemen, then they refolve that this refolution fhould 
be publiihed in the public ncwfpapers. 

Now, then, gentlemen, undoubted this is not pubhfhing 
directly of thofe Ipeechcs, but it is publiftiing thole fpeeches 
indirectly, becaule it is directing the attention of all men 
to thel'e Ipeeches that pcrfons might fee that this Society for 
Conftitutional Information, conceived they contained mat* 
ters worthy of attention : they, therefore, refer the atten*' 
tion of the pubh'c to this fpeech, as contained in the French 
papers. The queftion is obvious, that thofe that are likely 
to read the refolutions of this Society, would be naturally 
led to read thefe fpeeches. But they could have no object 
in thefe refolutions but for the purpofe of adopting thefc 
fpeeches in fome way or other. 

• Gentlemen, thefe fpeeches will be given you in the evi- 
dence, and you will hnd the important pauages in them of 
the right of the National Convention to decide the fate of 
the iCin^, arifes from your being a revolutionary afTembly^ 
created by the nation in a (late of infurrection, that they 
proceed to inveftigate thofubject, to confider the fact of the 
people rilinjj aj;ainft the government of the country, confe« 
quently it mult follow the dellructibn of that government, 
therefore the deftruction of the inviolabihty of the perfon of 
tlie King. Thefe principles afterwards, as you well know^ 
were adopted by the French Convention, and acted upon by 

})utting the King to death ; they describe likewifc, the dit- 
erence between a convention and an ordinary legiflature^ 
fhowing that the operation of a convention of the people, mt* 
fembled on extraordinary occasions, on which this con-' 
vent ion was aflcmbled, were neceffary to give abfolute fn- 
prcme power to that convention, to model and form every 
thin^ as they ihould think proper, becaufe they (hould be 
coniulered in effect as the people theinfelves, and Mt. Bar-> 

rcre 
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rw€ concludes,, fpeaking of the people affembled in conven* 
tion, that now all prejumces of that kind were deflroyed, an4 
nothing, was wanting to immortalize that aiTembly but to 
have. delivered France from the calamity of kingly govern- 
ment, and to have relieved you from the duty of judging the 
lail of your Kings. " 

" With this example before your eye§, you hefitate even in 
the firft ftep of your duty, — am I then no longer in the midfl: 
pfthat National Convention, whofe honourable miiSion it 
was to deftroy Kings and royalty. 

Now, gentlemen, for what purpofe, perfons who mean to 
afiert that they mean loyalty to the government of this coun* 
try, loyalty to the King, .loyalty to the eftablilhment of th« 
C^nftitution, of this Country, of King, Lords and Com«» 
mons, could offer this fpeech to theie people, unlcfs they 
meant to deftroy the Conftitution of this Country, I am at 
a Iqfis to difcover. 

Gentlemen, the war foon followed, I think it was in the 
month of February, 1793, that the French declares war, 
this necefiarily interrupted the intercourse between the two 
countries. In the mean time it was neceffary to keep up the 
ijpirits of the perfons who are to be engaged in that revolu- 
tion, which the prifoner at tire bar was, with others, as I 
^ert, engaged to make. 

In the nrlt place they contrived to keep up a very general ^ 
apprehenfion that a revolution of fome kmd or other would v 
take place, and then they proceeded to do tliat which had 
its effect, the agitating the minds of the people, perfectly fafe 
for themfelves, namely, by petitions to parliament for the 
feform of the Houle of Commons. 

But, Gentlemen, you will find, in the courfe of the evi- 
dence, that thefe petitions were not preiented with any hope 
pr any intention tjiat thjey fhould meet with fuccels, and 
that they were conlidered as^a mere matter of pohcy, and was 
fo expressed in a letter and papers written by this very So- 
ciety, the Society for Constitv^tional Information, in a letter 
particularly to a Society at Norwich, after Hating their ob- 
jections to the conftitution or England, as formed, and their 
^(hes to alter it, they fay, Where then are we to look for 
a remedy? to that parliament of which we complain, to the 
executive power which is implicitly obeyed, if not anti- 
cipated in that parliament? or to ourfelves reprefented in 
fome meeting 01 delegates, for the extenfive purpoie of re- 
form, which we luppofe you underftand by tne term Con^ 
vention. 

The fociety to which they were then writing, having in 
^ Ijett^f to them flated that tne London Correiponding So- 
ciety 
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cicty had fiafed to the different country Societies three Af- 
ferent propolitiono, a petition to Parfiament, a petition to 
the Kintr, or a CoiTvention ; and you will find a generaf 
fonciinency of all tliele Societies in treating the petition to 
Parhament, as not likely to he productive on any reafon 
whatever, a petition to tne Kinp: futile, and their only hope 
was in a Convention. This letter of the Society of Conlii- 
tutional Informat on, fpeaking of the event, fays if the event 
is looked to in the vote which may be obtained from that 
body to wiliom this petition is to be addreifed, which of us 
can look to it without the profpcct of an abfolute negative; 
in this point of view therefore it cannot require a momcnt'tf 
eonfjderation, but if we regard the policy of fuch a petition* 
it may, in ourapprehenfion, be well worth confidering as a 
.warning voice to our prefcnt legislators, and as a fignal for 
imitation to the majority of the people ; the letter is dated 
the i6th of April, 1703. 

Gentlemen, the petitions which were prefented having 
been rejected, it then leems to have been determined to 
proceed immediately to means which they confidered as 
more cffectnc'l. 

Gentlemen, early in 1793 there had been affembled z 
body of men in Scotland, under the defcription of a jreneral 
Convention of the delegates of the Societies of the Friends of 
the People, ti;ronehout Scotland, afFembled for the purpose 
of parliarr.entarv reform, and you will obferve that the title 
tliey took was delegates of Societies of the Friends of the 
People; they met eaily in 17.03, and then adjourned to 
November 17^*3, without doin;^ any thing. In Ma v 1793 
a corrc!j)rnfi(r;ce took place between the London Correi- 
ponding Sorietv, rnri t'ue iecretary of this S^nrietv of dele- 
gates in Srotland, a NTr. Skirvin;:, in whirli, after ftatin:» 
thit the petitions had been all unfuccefsful, they fay, our 
attention mult r.ow therefore be turned to foine more eiTec- 
tMal rnear.^s, l>orn your Society we would willingly learn 
thvm, anf! y;>'i, on your part, may depend on our adopting 
the firme:l ir.caiUKs, provided tluy are constitutional; and 
we hope the coi:r»tr\ will not be behind hand with u%. 

CM';iile;nfn, the aniwrr to tliiji htfer which is written to 
Mr. SKirvm.r, i:, a Ktier dated the s^tii of M:iy» I7.93f and 
this is an aniwer wlii/h clearly thrwa that tlint perfon had in 
vit w fometiiihf •viiitii would probably end in the total anni- 
hilation of ail tjxlfiin;^ government. Speaking of the fitua- 
tion ot the cQiMitries, he fays, if either you in Kugland» or 
we in Scotland ihould attempt feparately the rel'orm which 
we, I trull, leek to obtain, we ihould, by fo doing, only 
expole our wcaktiefs, and manifeil our ignorance of the 
cosruytiijii whic.i oppofes our important undertaking. 

GeptlemcHj 
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' Gcndemch, this letter proceeds to ftate, after obfen'ing od 
What might be done, if a change of fvftcm was to be effe<fted, 
tHefe might be eafily accompliflied ; but to cut up deep and 
wide rooted prejudices, to give efFeftual energy to the diftates 
of truth in favour of public virtue and national profperity, in 
oppoCtion to felf and all its interefted habits, and to withitand 
and'overawe the final efforts of the powers of darknefs, is the 
work of the whole and not of a part, a work to which man- 
kind, till this awful period, were never adequate, becaufe tiever 
till now difpofed to fraternize ; not merely, or only,^ I truft, 
from the fenfe of the common danger to which we are ex- 
pofed, but frdm the noble principle of univerfal benevolence. 
Then the letter proceeds, " I think the minds of all muft, in 
the nature of things, be now turned to more effedliial means of 
reform*" Then he proceeds to notice the difference of the for- 
mation of their focieties in England and in Scodand ; and adds, 
**^ I have not a higher wiih, in the prefent exertions for reform, 
Aan to fee the people univerfally and regularly aflTociatedj be- 
caufe I am perfuadcd that the prefent difaftrous engagements 
will iffue in ruift, and the people then muft provide for them^ 
felves ; and it would be unhappy, when we ihould be ready to 
aft with unanimity, to be occupied about organization, without 
which, however, anarchy muft enfue." 

Gendemen, without eildeavouring to difcufs what the au- 
thor conceived, was likely to produce the coiifufion, and 
without which, unlefs means were taken to prevent it, anarchy 
muft enfue, it is fufficient for me to fay, that clearly in the 
mind of this writer fomething was likely to happen, from which 
it was likely anarchy would enfue. And then you. will find he 
fays, " We will not need but to be prepared for the event ; 
* to ftand and fee the falvation of the Lord.' Lt^t us, therefore, ' 
take the hint given us by cur oppofers ; let us begin in Cameft 
to make up our minds relative to the extent of reform which we 
ought to feck, be prepared to juftify it, and to controvert objec- 
tbns ; let us model tiie whole in the public mind ; let us provide 
every ftake and ftay of the tabernacle which we would ereft, 
io that when the tabernacles of oppreflion in the palaces of am- 
bition are broken down, under the madnefs and folly of their 
fapporters, we may then, without anarchy and all dangerous 
delay, ereft at once our tabernacle of rightcoufnefs." 

Gentlemen, it fecms to mc, that it is impofTible to read thit 
letter without perceiving that in the contemplation of the mini 
of the writer, a total diffolution of government was likely to 
liappen, and diat it was necefTary to have a new form of govera- 
meut, for the purpofc of fupplying the place of that which 
^ould be diffolved, at that inftant, for the preventing of that , 

H anarchy, 
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anarchy. But.a following paflage leavfes it without a doubt, hv 
he proceeds to obfer^c, ** How hurtful to the feelings of a 
rofledling mind to look back to the wretched ftate in which 
tlie Roipaa monarchy, enfeebled and brokea by its own cor* 
ruption, left the nations which it had fubjedted, like iheepr 
without a (hepherd/* 

He then, in the fubfequent paflages, feems to.confider, diat 
it was neceflary to be very expeditious, in that which he pro- 
pofes to be done, " do not, I intrcat you, hefitate thinking 
fuch a work premature as yet, but a month, and then it may 
be too late." 

Gentlemen, there are other paffages in this letter, which it 
may be of importance to be confidered ; but I wilt detain yoir 
no longer to obfprve on it, but it muft be clearly in the con- 
templation of the writer of it, that a diflblution of all gover* 
mcnt might pofliBly take place. 

Gentlemen, you will find it afterwards, by the means of a 
private correfpondence between Mr. Skirving and fome of the 
members of the London Correfponding Society, it was con- 
trived, that an application fhould be made to the London Cop- 
refponding Society to fend delegates to this Convention in Scot- 
land, and that accordingly it was refolved to fend delegates. 

You will find, gentlemen, that that London Correfjpondiag 
Society fent delegates, Mr.. Margarot and* Mr. Gerald ; and 
th:it tlie Society for ConftitutionaL Information fent Mr. Sin- 
< lair, ancrdedteclfor the purpofea Mr. Yorke; but Mr. Yorkc 
did not go, prevented, 1 think, by illnefs, or by. fomc other 
circumftancc. 

Gentlemen, you find that thcfe pcrfons meeting at Edinburgh, 
in November, 1793, proceed to a6l iaa manner which, I think, 
I do not ftate to you too ftrongly, whea I affert, that if they 
had been permitted to proceed as they had begun, civil com* 
motioi:is muft ncceffarily have followed. 

In the firil place, gentlemen, having originally met in May, 
1793, and again, confcquently on their adjournment in No- 
vember, under tiie dcfcription of the general meeting of the De- 
legates of the Friends of the People, mey thought fit, on the 22d 
m November, which was the third day of meeting, to aflume 
the title of the Britifti Convention of the Delegates of the Peo- 
ple, aftbciated for obtaining univerfal fuiFraee and anmial par- 
liaments. Therefore, dropping their original charadier, the 
delegates of the fociety for the triends of the People, and aflVun- 
ing a new chamdler, mat of the Delegates of the People; mean* 
ing to derogate to themfclvcs a charaftcr that was to be fup- 
ported by. the weight and authority of the people at large. 

Fur there could be qo purpofe whatever for which they could- 

aflumC'' 
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•^HuinediisSfierent title, the Delegates of the People, uiilefs they 
meant to afliime the chara£ler incident to the delegates of the 
people, that is, perfons immediately delegated by the people 
tfierafelves, otherwife than die t:onftituted government of the 
country autborizes fuch delegation^ therefore, doing fomething 
•chat muft be the a6l of the people, and to be foppofted by 
iheir authority. 

Gentlemen, if they had in view fimply the obtaining a reform 
in parliament, by applicatiq|| to parliament itfelf, this affump- 
tion of title was not only unneceffary, but it was utterly iip- 
poffible; becaufe if they were to petition parliament, they ought 
to petition parliament in their true chara£ter, that is, as dele- 
gates of the fociety, or friends of the people, by whom they were 
ieverally fent:; otnerwife they do not &ate to the parhament 
diemfelves diat charafter which they ought to have afTumed, 
and in which alone they would have a right to have a force in 
the q^iinion of the people ; afluming to themfelves the titles of De*. 
legates of the Pedple, which was a title which they did not truly 
bare, which they could not with truth affume ; they alTumed 
fomething on wnich they meant to come further, and there can- 
not be any thing elfe which they could mean by it, but to affume 
the charadler of being the reprefentatives ot the people, and 
therefore being fuperior to the conftituted government j and if 
we advert a little to what paft in France, we jfliall feel a flrong 
refemblance. 

Gentlemen, vou all know that that affembly,that met in Francr 
in the year 1789, was originally an aflembly of the States Ge- 
neral, convened by the King ; but a part of them being affem- 
bled, about half the number affumed to themfelves the appella- 
tion of delegates of the people; inftead of being delegates of the 
dijfFerent dates from which they were originally conftituted, they 
affumed to themfelves the title of delegates of ihe people, as one 
general mafs ; from having done fo, they form the refolution, 
%at the king could put no negative on tneir proceedings ; the 
affumption was juft, if they were the delegates of the people, as 
it was a fupercefllon of all government when the people took 
ithe government affairs into their x)wn hands. That paft in 
JFrance. This is a complete copy of it, a number of perfons 
affemble, and fimply as Delegates of a Society of the Friends of 
the People, they aflume to themfelves the charaftcr of Delegates 
of ttie People ; they could do fo only for the very fame purpofe 
Aat the affembly in France did, namely, for affuming to them- 
felves all the authority, power, and confequence which belongs 
to delegates of that delcription. 

Gentlemen, this was clearly and diftinftly calling on the 
people to fupport the giving them a title to lay, we are your 

H 2 delegates^ 
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delegates, fupport us in what we are doing ; having done this'| 
they proceeded to a variety of rcfolutions, all of which, 1 think, 
you will fee clearly tend direflly to the fame purpofe. I wilj 
not ohferve on any of tliem, except two, one was on a petition 
to parliament ^ being propofed, it was negatived by the order 
of die day ; anotlir.r was a refolution on the aStlvof November, 
1792, come to with a confidcrablc degree of folcmnity, for 
which a blank was left in the minutes, and for which the refo- 
lution was not to be entered in their minutes, until the clofe of 
their fittings ; that refolution appjirs to me to be of fuch a 
defcription, that I intend to take fome notii^e of it, even in this 
(Opening. 

" Refolvcdy That the following declaration an4 refolutioi> 
be entered at the end of our minutes :" and I (liould obferve„ 
that this was moved by the delegate of the London Conftitu-| 
tional Society. 

** Rclc)lved, That the following declaration and refolution 
be entered at the end of our minutes : 

** That this Convention, confidcring the calamitous confe- 
qucnces of any avSt of legiflature, which may tend to deprive 
the whole, or any part of the people of their undoubted right to 
meet, citlier by themfclves or by delegation, to difcufs any mat- 
ter relative to their common intcreft, whether of a puWic or 
private nature, and holding the fame to be totally inconfiftenj 
with the firft "principles and fafety of fociety, and alfo fubverlive 
of our known and acknowledged conftitutional liberties, do here- 
by declare, before God and the world, that we fhall follow ih^i 
wholefomc example of former times, by paying no regard to 
any aft which rtiall militate againft the conUitution of our 
country, and ihall continue to ademble, and confider of the heft 
means by which we can accomplilha real reprefentation of tlw? 
people, and annual elefllon, until compelled to dcfift by fupc- 
rior force." 

Now, gentlemen, you will find, that in the conrlufion they 
carried this refolution into efFeft; the chairman refufing to auit 
the chafr' until .compelled to it by fupcrior force. Let us lup- 
pofc that the power that had been fent for difperfing this meet- 
ing, had been unequal to the purpose, the inftant that was 
this convention becbme a permanent affembly ; and you will 
find from a letter that is written from the delegates there^ 
that they confide'red this refolution as a refolution of perme- 
nency. 

** Rcfolved, That the firft notice given for the jntrodufHou 
of a convention bill, or anv'bill of a fimilar tendency to thaj 
))aired in Ireland, in die lalt fcffion of their parliament : 
■ •' Or, any bill for die fuUpcnfion of die Habeas Corpus aft, 

ot 
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©r A« aft for preventing wrongous imprifonment, and againft 
undue delays in trial in North Britain : 

" Or, in cafe of an invafion, or the admiffion of aiiy foreign 
troops whatfoever into Great Britain or Ireland : 

" All, or any one of thefe calamitous circumftances, fhall be 
a figtial to the feveral delegates to repair to fucljk place as the 
fact committ^ of this convention fhall appoint ; and the tirfl: 
f^ven members fliall havje power to declare the fittings perma- 
nent, fhall conflitute a convention, and twenty-one to proceed 
to bufinefs/* 

Now, her^ was a contrivance and refolutions which they do 
not chopfe to .enter at the time oqi their minutes, here was a con- 
trivance to eflablifh a fecret place ofmeeting for this convention^ 
at feyeral emergencies, fome of which were, the introduftion of 
a convention bill, not the adl of paffing it, but the mere intro- 
duSion of it, ** or any bill of a fnnilar tendency, or any bill for 
Aeijuf^nfion of th^ Habeas Corpus aft, or in cafe of an inva- 
fion, or the admifSon of any foreign troops whatfoever into 
Great Britain or Ireland." 

Now, gentlemen, what can this refolution have been entered 
into for, but merely for the purpofe of providing a refiflance to 
government, whiph fhould be more efFeftual by being held in 
fome place which it might be thought would be more adapted 
to diat refiflance than the city of Edinburgh. 

Gendemen, but the means in which all this was to be done is 
curious ; the place where this meeting was to beheld was to be kept 
a perfeft fecret, it was not to be known to any perfon except a 
fccret committee of three, with the fecretary, they " Refolved, 
That they be appointed to deterjnine the place where fuch conven- 
^on of emergency fi>all meet, that fuch place fliall remain a fecet 
with theip and with the fecretary of this convention, and that 
fach delegate fhall,' at the breaking up of the prefent feffion, be 
intrufted with a fealed letter, containing the name of the place of 
meetings that this letter fhall be delivered unopened to his con- 
ftituents, die receipt of which fhall be acknowledged by a letter 
to the fecretary — ^preferved in the fame flate until the period 
, fliall arrive, at which it fhall be deemed necelTary for the delegate 
to fet off." Then they proceed to refolve, " That the moment 
of any illegal difperfion of the Britifh Convention, fhall be 
, confiderpd as a fummons to the delegates to repair to the place 
of meeting appointed for the convention of emergency, by the 
fecret committee, and that the fecret committee be inftrufted to 
proceed, without delay, to fix the place of meeting." 

Now, gentlemen, as I before obferved to you, what mufl 

|iave been the cpnfequeiKe if the opinion of tne people, or. of 
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aijy Biimfe^ of ^ people, had acknowledged fhefe'afts of tin 
Britifh Convention of the delegates, had therefore acknowledm 
^em as Relegates of the people, if they were to be fupported dj 
idle people, and they had attempted to fupport them^ what con* 
Sequences could have followed but thofe of a civil war ? 

Geptlemen, you all know diat this convention was difpcrfo 
fcy the .authority of the civil magiilrate ; being difperfed, yoi 
Jch^W profecutioas took place, which became the fubjeft o 
^oafideraUe degree of clamour. 

Gentlemen, this fociety for Conftitutional Information, in s 
^f^n^y of refolutions, approved and adopted all that was done ii 
^is convention at Edinburgh, and on the lyth of Jah. 1794 
fi^ came to refolutions of £e ftrong^ tendency, they refolvo 
•* tnat law ceafes to be an object ofobedience, whenever itic- 
comes an inflrument of oppreffion." 

Court. Whofe refolutions do you ftate this to be ? 

ji. The Conftitutional Society. " That law ceafes tofc 
an ol:ge£k of obedience, whenever it becomes an inftrjument a 
oppreffion. 

*' That we recal to mind, with the deepeft {atisfaflion, th 
merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief Jufiia 
of England ; : who, at the aera of the glorious revolution^ for tin 
many iniquitous fentences which he had pafled, was torn C« 
pieces by a brave and injured people. 

*' Refolved, Tl^^^ thbfe wIk) jmitate his example defenrt hii 
fate/' 

Now, I will here obfeiye to you, gendemen, this is irnmedi- 
ately following the proceedings of Scodand, and the tranfaftioiu 
there of which they complain. I cannot give it any conftnidio0 
but that ofdirefk incitement of the people in Scotland; diatthef 
ought to exercife that fort of fummary jaftice, by the pcopn 
ihemfelves, to thofe who compofed the Courts there, wlud^ il 
here ftatcd to be the fate of the infamous Jefferies. 

Then they ftate a rcfolve, ** That the T^veed, duns^ il 
may divide countries, ought ads and does ' not, niake a fcpan? 
tion between thofe principles of common fcverity, in ^ivhkii 
Engliftimen and Scotchmen are equally interefted; that ifyoflsoi 
in &:otland is injuftice in England; and that the fafety of E^- 
liihmen is endangered whenever their brethren of Scodand, roi 
a coi>du<£t which entides them to the approbation of all wife 
and the fupport of all brave men, are fentenced to Botany-Bay 
a punishment hitherto inflidted only on- felons.'* 

So that here, gentlemen, you fee it is not merely that they quar 
sd with the fevcrityof the ientence, but diey affert, that the con 
duSt o£ die pcrfons^ againft whom diefc fentence were paA-, wcf 

m 
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not only not criminal ia,t}ie high degree which could merit fucb 
a (enteoce, th^t it was not criminal at all, but it was that which, 
endded them to th^ approbation of all wife, and the fupport of 
all brave men. 

Now, gentlemen, the refolutions drawn under die direflion of a 
maaofdiedefcription o£^e priibner at the bar, one may be per- 
mitted to advert even to particular words ; and the .words there, 
die wife and brave, the one alluding to approbation, and die 
other to fupport, dderve your notice. 

Mr. To^. Am I to underfland, that the Solicitor General 
(hedges himfelf to prove all that he ftates ; in failing of that) it 
takes oflF all the force of that part that he ftates. 

Cmrt. Undoubted, Mr. Tooke. . 

Mr. Tooke^ 1 underftand the Solicitor General to fay, thaC 
Aofe refolutions were drawn up under my dirediion. 

Mr. Solicitor General. .What I meant to ftate is, that this 
was^a tneeting in \slthich Mr. Tooke was in the chair ; at that 
time thefe refolutions were come to ;, whether he adiually 
4ew up the refolutions is another thing ; and I meant mtrely 
to fay, diat Mr. Tooke is a man of that defcription, that he 
voderftood die critical meaning of words, and their applicatioa 
mdie cleareft and plaineft fenfe. 

Gentlemen,,, the refolutions proceed, " Refolved, That we 
fee with regret, but we fee without fear, that the period is faft: 
appnoaching when the liberties of Britons muft depend not upoa 
Kafon^ to which tliey have long appealed, nor on their power^^ 
rf exfirefling it, but on their firm and undaunted refolution to 
' <»PRofe. tyranny by the fame means by which it is exercifed. 

"Refolved, That we approve of the condu£l of the Britiih 
Cottrontionv&c." 

Gentlemen,. on. thefe two refolutions I muft beg leave to- makc^ 
Ais obfervation, bccaufe it appears to me to. belong to me ; iA 
Ae firft' place, this is a complete approbatioa of the C0Qdu<^ of 
4e Britifh Convention, and it diftinguifhes them in the very 
charafter they affume, that of delegates of the people ; ana 
from the former refolution it is clear, that the intention of the 
people was to be drawn to the probability of a time approachiilgi 
when V the liberty of Britain muft depend, not on- reafon nor oii 
Ateir powers otexprefling. it, but on their £rm and undaunted 
D^folution to. oppofe tyranny by the fame means with which it 
was exercifed; calling. tyranny that means which <lifijerfed-tfa~d 
convention in JSc6tLanyd> and attributing that .difperiioii to-force^ 
and declaring their intention, when enabled fo to> dc^ to of^f* 
fcr(:e by force. , 

This is the interpretation I. pilit o« thefe refolutions ; >vhcdw 
you will put that on them is for*yoa tadetermine. 

Gentlemen, thefe refolutions having been enteted-iatoby^tte 

Society 
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Society for Conftitutional Information, on the i*jth oF January ; 
on tlie 20th of January there was a meeting of the fociety, 
called the London Correfponding Society, at the Globe Ta- 
vern. 

Now, Gentlemen, the proceedings of that meeting at the 
Globle Tavern, are fuch as make it neceffary for me to call 
your particular attention. 

*' At a general meeting of the London Correfponding So- 
ciety, held at the Globe Tavern, in the Strand, on Monday^ 
the 20th day of January 1794, Citizen John Martin in the 
chair, the following addrefs to the people of Great Britain 
and Ireland, was read and agreed to." Then there follows 
an addrefs to the people of Great Britain and Ireland. It 
proceeds to ftate, *• that if we look to Ireland, we find dial 
the acknowledged privilege of the people t,) meet for the fup- 
port of their rights and liberty, fo attempted by terror, to be 
taken away by a late infamous aft of parliament. In Scot- 
land, the wicked hand of power has been impudently exerted 
without even die wretched formality of an adt of parliamcnr 
Magiftrates have forcibly intruded into the peaccfiJ and law- 
ful meetings of freemen ; and, by force (not only withou 
law, but agaiiifl law) have, under colour of magiilerial of 
fice, interrupted their deliberations, and prevented their affo 
ciation." 'J 'hen they fay, 

" The wifdom and good conduft of the Britifh Conventioi 
at Edinburj;h, has been fuch as to defy their bittereft enemie: 
to name the law, which they have broken ; notwithilaiidin| 
which, their papers have been feized, and made ufe of as evi- 
dence againfl them ; and many virtuous and meritorious indi- 
viduals, have been as cruelly, as unjuftly, for their' virtuous 
adlions, difgraccd and dellroyed by infamous and illegal fcn- 
tences of tranfp(jrtation." 1 hen it proceeds, 

" Citizens, we all approve of the fentiments, and arc daily 
repeating the words, for which thcfe, our refpeflablc and va- 
luable brethren, arc llius unjuftly and inhumanly fufFering. 

" Wc too affociale, in order to Obtain a fair, and free, and fiiU 
reprefentation of tlic j)eople, in a houfc of real national repre- 
fcntativcs. Arc wc alfo willing to be treated as felons, for 
claiming tliis our inlicrent right, which we are determined never 
to forego but with our lives, and which none butHhieves and 
traitors can wifli to witlihold from us ? ConCder it is one and 
the fame corrupt influence, which, at this time, domineers b 
Ireland, Scotland, and Kngland. 

" Can you believe, that riiofe who fend virtuous Iriihmea 
and Scptcnmcn, fettered, with felons, to Botany Bay, do not 
meditate, and will not attempt Co fcizc the firft momoit to fend 
w after tlicm.'* 

Here, 
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Hwe, Gendemen, repeating the aflertion, that that which 
Acy demandedf was their inher>ent right;.. that which they 
would never forego but with their lives, and which none but 
thieves and traitors can wifh to withhold from them. 

Gentlemen, they proceed, "If we had not juft caufe to 
ippnehend the fame inhuman treatment — if, inilead of the 
moft imminent danger, we were in perfeft fafety from it, 
ihould we not difdain to enjoy any liberty or privilege what- 
ever, in which our honeft Iriih and Scotch brethren did not 
cqujdly and as ftilly participate with us. Their caufe, then, 
«nd oursi are die fame ; and it is both our duty and our in- 
tcrcft to ftand or fall together. The Irifh Parliament, and 
Ae Scotch Judges, aftuated by the fame Englifh influence, 
have brought us dire<Sly to the point. There is no farther 
flep beyond that which they have taken. We are at iflue ; 
we maft now chufe at once, either liberty or flavery, for our- 
felves and our pofterity. Will you wait until barracks are 
crcfted in every village, and until fubfidized HefTians and Ha- 
noverians are upon us ?" 

Gentlemen, what is this ? Is it not a declaration, that the 
government of the country, and this fociety, affuming to 
fliemfelves the character of the people, were at ifTue — that 
Acre was no further ftep beyond diat which had been taken by 
the government — that the people, therefore, muft now chufe. at 
once, either liberty or flavery, for diemfelves and pofterity ? 
i cannot conftrue this no otherwife than as an. aftual declara- 
tion of war againft the conftituted authority, an appeal to the 
fword — rank rebellion. « 

Gentlemen, they proceed to fhow it was their intention to 
«ft by their own force ; they fay, " you may alk by what 
means fhall we feek redrefs ? 

" We anfwer, that men in a ftate of civilized fociety, are 
bbund to feek redrefs of the grievances from the law, as long 
«s any redrefs can be obtained by the laws ; but our common 
mafter whom we ferve (whofe law is a law of liberty, and 
whofe fervice is perfe<9: freedom j has taught us not to expeft to 
gather grapes from thorns, nor figs fcom diiftles. W^ muft have 
redrefs from our own laws, and not from the laws of our 
plunderers, enemies, and oppreffors." . Who is it that they ftylc 
their pltmderers, enemies, and oppreffors ? The conftituted go- 
vernment, and the conftituted legiflature of .the countiy, from 
whom, they fay, they are not to feek redrefs. . . 

Gendemenj that is, they can make no laws ; diey can create 
no laws, according to the conftituted government of this coun- 
try, by which they can obtain redrefs? They muft, therefore, 
&nn*a new power, which power mirtl afliujiic. the character 
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of taking into their own hands the government of t 
country. 

Gentlemen, if you can give a different interpretation 

thcfc words, if the learned gentlemen who are of o^unfel \ 

the prifoncr, or, if the prifoncr himfelf, not inferior in Icai 

ing to any man, can give a different interpretation to th< 

words, he muft have the benefit of it. I can give none ; i 

interpretation fccms to me to be plain and clear ; it is a < 

claration, that they would feek redrefs, not from the legif 

turc of the country as eftabliflied — not from the adminillrati 

of the government of the country, adminiftcring the laws 

the country, but they would feek redrefs from their own lav 

^hich, if they did, they could not help afTuming a legiilat 

power, and laws, which they could not execute but by 

fuming to themfelves fuch a force, againft the executive | 

vcrnmcnt of the country, as fhould be fuf&cient to exec 

thofe laws which fhould be made by them. They proc 

then to ftate, the manner in which they were to make th 

laws, and to execute them. They fay, ** there is no red 

for a nation, circumftanced as we are, but in a fair, free, i 

full reprefcntatjon of the people." Then they declare, tl 

were determined to obtain that fair, free, and full reprefer 

tion, which would give them their redrefs, and how ? — " I 

folved, that during the enfuing fefTion of parliament, the 

ncral committee of this fociety do meet daily, for the p 

pofe of watching the proceedings of the parliament, and 

the adminiftration of the government of this country." J 

here they take up what was done in the Britifh Conventi< 

** And that upon the firfl introdudion of any bill, or moti 

mimical to the liberties of the people, fuch as for landing 

reign tr<M)ps in Great Britain or Ireland, for fufpending 

Habeas Corpus Aft, for proclaiming martial law, or fi 

preventing the people from meeting m focieties for coi>ft 

tional information, or any other innovation of a iimilar 

ture, that, on any of thcfe emergencies, the General C< 

mittee fhall iffuc fummonfes to the delegates of each divifi 

and alfo to the fecretaries of the different focieties, affilL 

and corrcfponding with this fociety, forthwith to call a gen 

convention of the people, to be held in fuch place, and m ( 

manner, as Diall be fpecified in the fummons, for the pur] 

of taking fuch mcafures into their confidcration." 

Now, Gentlemen, the connexion between this and 
Britifh Convention, is clear and plain ; here is the adoptio 
the rcfoliition which the Britifh Convention had come to; 
here it is plain, thefc perfons meant to carry into execu 
that wfaicB ibey iufpgti, aad wUb to be effeded. Tl^cj m 
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to fupport Aat Convention, which they wiftxed to aflemble by 
their own force, for by no other means could they make thoie 
liws which they propofcd to make, for that redrew which they 
could not expe<^ from the laws of their plunderers, enemies, 
and opprefibrs, the conftituted government of this country. 

Goitlemen, there are feveral refolutions which were come 
to by the fociety, and which are publifhed. I will read to 
yon, of the 20th of January ; they are more properly toafts, 
drank at the annivenary dinner, after the refolutions which I 
have flated to have been come to at that meeting. 

Gentlemen, the firft was, *' The Rights of Man, and may 
Britons never want fpirit to afTert them. 

Second, " The Briti/h Convention lately held at Edin- 
bnrrfi, and fuccefs to the important object it had in view. 

Third. ** Citizen William Skirving, charged by the fen- 
tence of the Court of Judiciary, wim the honour of being^ 
the caufe of calling that Convention. 

Fourth, " The London Correfponding Society, and other 
patriotic focieties of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Fifth. " Citizen Maurice Margarot, the condemned dele- 

Ete of this fociety ; and may his many and patriotic conduct 
rewarded by the attachment of the people." 
Gentlemen, then there are feveral others, fuch as " Succefs 
to die arms of freedom, againft whomfoever directed ; and con- 
fufion to defpots, with whomfoever allied. 

" All that is good in every conftitution ; and may we never 
be fuperftitious enough to reverence in any that which is good 
for nothing." 

What that was that was good for nothing, I think the pur- 
port of thj evidence that will be produced to you, will clearly 
Acw. ITien there follows this : 

" Citizen Thomas Paine ; may his virtue rife fuperior to 
calumny and fufpicion, and his name ftill be dear to Bri- 
tons." 

Gentlemen, there are many others, which I fhall not trou- 
ble you with. On the 24th of January 1794, the fociety for 
Conilitutional Information, came to this refolution, " That 
the London Correfponding Society have deferved well of their 
country ;" and, a motion was made, *' that the moft excellent 
addrefs of the London Correfponding Society be inferted in 
Alt books of this fociety ;" and then they fay, " Refolved, L 

that the fccretary be ordered to caufe forty thoufand copies of ^ 

the addrefs, the fpeech, and thefe refolutions, to be printed on -1 

one flieet, and properly diftributed in England, Scotland, and /^ 

Ireland." |4 

Now, with refped to thefe refolutions, I undcrftand. that a ? ': 

I 2 confiderable 
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confidcrable part is in the hand-writing of the prifonerat thebai 
and I believe it will not be difputed. 

Gentlemen, thefe proceedings neceffarily led to that whici 
followed. You fee, gentlemen, that the obje£l of the proceed 
ings of the 17111 of January. 2Cth and 24th of January, wer 
clearly intended to lead to affcmbling, at a time when it fhoul 
be thought expedient, another Britilh Convention. 

Now, Gentlemen, on the 28th of March, the Society for Cot 
ftitutional Information, received a letter from the Correfpondin 
Society, dated the 27th of TVlarch, ftating it to be a letter froi 
the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society to the S< 
cretary of the Conftitutional Society : — It is this, " Citizen, 
am direftcd by the London Corref|K)nding Society to tranfm 
the following refoluticms to -the Society for Conftitutional Ir 
formation, and to requeft the fentiments of that Society refpe£) 
ing the important meafures which the prefent junfture of afiai; 
feems to require. 

*' The London Correfponding Society conceives, that th 
moment is arrived when a full and explicit declaration is nccc 
fary from all the friends of freedom ; whether the late ilicg: 
and unheard of profecutions and fentences fhall determine us i 
abandon our caufe, or ihall excite us to purfue a radical Refom 
with an ardour proportioned to the magnitude of the obje£^, ar 
with a zeal as diftinguilhed on our parts as the treachery < 
others, in the fame glorious caufe, is notorious. 

*' The Society for Conftitutional Information is, therefor 
rcauired to determine, whether or no they will be ready, whc 
called upon, to aft in conjunftion with this and oriier Socictic 
to obtain a fair rcprefentation of the people ; whether they coi 
cur with us in feeing the ncceflity of a fpeedy Ctmvention f< 
the purpofe of obtaining, in a conftitutional and legal metho 
a redrefs of thofe grievances under which we at prefent labou 
and which can only be eftedlually removed by a full and fa 
repr<;fentation of the people of Great Britain. 

" The London Correfponding Society cannot but remii 
their friends, that the prefent crifis demands all the prudence, un 
nimity, and vigour that ever may or can be exerted by men ai 
Jiritons ; nor do they doubt, but that manly firmneis and co; 
fiftcncy will finally, and thi y. believe ihortly, terminate in thefi 
accomplifhment of all their wi(hes. I am, fellow citizen, ( 
niy humble meafure) a friend to the rights of man, T. Hard 
Secretary." 

** Refolvcd unanimoully — Firft, That dear as jufticc and i 
Heriy are to Britons, yet the value of them is comparatively fin: 
without a dependence on their permanency, and there can be 1 
fccurity for the continuance of any right but in c<^uai laws. 

** SccoE 
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**" Second^ Thiait equal laws can never be expelled btt by a 
full and fahr reprefentation of the people, to obtain which, in the 
way pointed out by the conflitution, has been and is the fole oh* 
jcd of this Society. For this we are ready to hazard every 
thing, and never but with our lives will we reiin^uiih an ol>- 
jcft which involves the happinefs, or even the political c^cidcuce 
. of ourfelves aiad pofterity. 

" Thirds That it is the decided opinion of this fociety, that 
tofecurc ourfelves from future illegal and fcandalous profecu- 
tions, to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuft fentences, and 
. to recal thofe wife and wholefome laws that have been wrefted 
from us, and of which fcarcely a veftige remains, there ought 
to be immediately a convention of the people, by delegates 
deputed for that purpofe, from the different Societies of the 
Friends of Freedom, affembled in ditferent parts of this nation* 
And we pledge ourfelves to the public, to purfue every legal 
method fpeedily to accompliih fo defirable a purpofe '* 

Gentlemen, you will obferve this letter is amply larded with the 
words legal aod conftitutional — ^the infertion of thofe words will 
not make things legal which are ixot fo ; you fee die tendency of 
all this was to call a convention of the people — to a ft, and upoa 
what ? — " To fecure ourfelves from future illegal and fcandalous 
prrfecutions, to prevent a rcpetitionof wicked and unjuft fentences, 
and to recal thofe wife and wholefome laws that have been 
wrefted from us, and of whicli fcarcely a veftige remains*'* 

Gentlemen, is not the avowed purpofe for which this 
convention was to be affembled to alter tlie whole frame and 
fyftem of things, for it is under tlie pretence of fcciu-ing the 
rights of the people ; it is under the pretence of preventing 
corruptions, and under the pretence of recalling thofe wife and 
whdbfome laws that have bceu wrefted from them, and of 
which fcarcely a veftige remains ; altciing the whole fyftem of 
the adminifbration of juftice, and of the laws by which that 
juftice was to be adminiftered ; and tiiat the people were to mako 
diofe laws for the purpofe of adminiftering juftice to themfelyes ? 
Then they add, *' P. S. I have to inform you, that a general 
meeting or the fociety will be holden on Monday, the 14th 
April, the place to be announced by public advertifement."— - 
That which is a fort of poftfcript, is material. l>ecaufe you will 
find that meeting, on Monday the 14th of April, was the meet- 
ing held at the Chalk Farm, by the London Correfponding 
Society. — In anfwer to this, the Conftitutional Society fay, 
^* Relolved, That it is fit and proper, and the duty of thi» 
fociety,. to icnd au anfwer to the Loudou Correfponding So- 
wty.'* 

<« Ordered^ 
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** Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the London Cor- 
refponding Society, that we have received their communication, 
and heartily concur with them in the objefts thev have in view ; 
and that for the purpofe of a more fj^eedy and efFe<5tual co-ope- 
ration we invite them to fend to this fociety, next Friday evening* 
a delegation of fome of their members." 

Gentlemen, in confequcnce of this, a delegation did take 

flace, and on the 4th of April, the Society for Conftitutional 
nformation (the Prifoner at the bar appearing to be prcfent, as 
he was alfo at the meeting upon the 28rh of March) met, and 
there was read a letter from the Cornmittee of the London Cor- 
refponding Society, acquainting this Society, that they had deputed 
five perfons of the names of Matthew Moore, John Thelwallf 
Richard Hodgfon, John Lovett, and John Baxter, to hold a 
conference ; accordingly, thcfe five perfons attended, and it 
was refolved, that a delegation fhould be apj)ointed to meet the 
members deputed by the London Corrcfponding Society, named 
Sharpe, Tooke, Joyce, Wardle, Bond, and Holcroft. 

Gentlemen, when the fociety left the room in which they thrti 
were, the conference between the deputies of the two focieties 
began, being left together. There was a refolution, " that there be 
a committee of correfpondence appointed of the members of this 
fociety" — and that is the Committee of Correfpondence I 
adverted to very early in the caufc, as being at the inftance of 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, of which the Prifo- 
ner was a member. The perfons that compofed that conunit- 
tce to confer upon the fubjedl of the convention, were Moore^ 
Thelwall, Hodgfon, Lovett, and Baxter, from the Corref- 
ponding Society, and Sharpe, Tooke, Joyce, Wardle, Bondy 
and Holcroft, from the Conftitutional Society. 

Gentlemen, on the nth of April, 1794, Mr. Joyce made the 
report (tJie prifoner being prefent) of the meeting of the Dele- 
gates of the London Correfponding Society for the purpofe of 
this Society co-operating (that is the Conftitutional Society) with 
the London Correfponding Society, and that ttiey had conM^ to 
the following refolutions : 

" Firft, Refolved, That it appears to this Committee very dc- 
firable, that a general Meeting, or Convention of the Fnends 
of Liberty, fhould be called for the purpofe of taking intoconfi* 
deration the proper methods of obtaining a full and fair rcpie- 
fentation of the people. 

*' Second, Refolved, That it is recommended to the Society 
for Conftitutional Information, and the London CorrefpoAding 
Society, to inftitutc a regular and prcfting correfpondence with 
all th(jfe parts of the country where fuch mcafures are likely to 
be promoted, uot only to inidigate tlic focieties, already formed, 

but 
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but to eiRavour alfo to produce fuch other affociations as may 
further the general obje£t. 

" Refolved, That it appears to this committee, that the general 
rigeS will be much promoted if a (landing committee of co* 
operation, betw.een the two focieties, were eftabliflied for the 
purpofe of holding perfonal communication with fuch members 
of fimilar focieties, in other parts of the country, as may occa- 
fionally be in London, and who may be authorized by their re- 
^ftive focieties to aft with fuch committees." 

Gentlemen, then they read a letter from the Secretary of the 
London Correfponding Society, of the loth of April, 1794, 
ftatingythathe isdireftedto inform the Society for Conflitutional 
Information, that they approve of the Refolutions of the Com- 
mittee <rf Conference, and therefore they chufe the five perfons 
named, and infifting upon preffing, and recommending to them 
to conftitute a Committee of co-operation and communication ; 
then it was refolved, that the Report of the Committee of Dele- 
gates be entered in the books of this Society ; they then refolve, 
" That it appears to this Society very defirable, that a general 
meeting of the Friends of Liberty fhould be called for the pur- 
pofe of taking into confiderationthe proper methods of obtaining 
a full and fair reprefentation of the people." Repeating the Re- 
folution of the Committee of the Society for Conflitutional In- 
formation, with this variation, " Refolved, That it appears to 
this fociety very defirable a general meeting of the Friends 
of liberty ihould be called." From which, I underflood, 
Acrewas a fort of debate about tlie ufe of the word " Con- 
icntion," which was a term that had in itfelf fomething offenfive, 
dierefore the term " convention" was omitted, and the word 
meeting" fubflituted in its place ; but the difference between 
iceting and convention, it feems to me, will be very difficult to 
ifcover. Then there is a refolution, " that the committee of 
conefpondence, already appouited by this fociety, be the com- 
mittee for co-operation and communication with the committees 
rf other focieties." 

" Ordered, That the fecretary be defired to fend a letter to the 
London Correfponding Society, acquainting them with the mem- 
V» of this fociety, apoointed to confer with them." 
** Refolved, That Mr. Joyce be requefled to accept of the 
ice of fecretary to the committee of correfpondence : 
** Mr. Joyce, being prefent, accepted of the faid office accord- 



Then 



1, gentlemen, on the 9th May following, dicy read a 
iidilet, containing certain proceedings of the London Corref- 
imng Society ; and of the Society for Conflitutional Informa* 
^ la the mean time there bad taken place^ a fort of anni^ 

• vcrfary 
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Tcrfary dinner of the Society for Conftitutional Infoiff ation, a 
the Crown and Anchor Tavern, on the 2d of May ; foiw 
toafts were drank, which do not appear to be followed by thi 
fociet)^ and, ilrong as they feem to appear, they are very Htth 
ftrongcr than thofc before adopted ; there was the Rights o 
Man, and feveral others, the objefts of which were precifel: 
the fame as thole which I have before ftated to you. Howevei 
when they are read, you will fee what they arc, and whi 
cjfted they ought to have upon you. 

Gendemen, there was then the meeting upon the X4ih c 
April, of the London Correfponding Society, at Chalk Farm 
W ith rclpcft to the proceedings, at that meeting, tliey have th 
fane tendency ; but there is one thing ftriking in them, whei) 
tiicy are reacl. you will fee what eftc6t they ought to have. 1 
am very forry to detain you fo long as \ have done, therefore, I 
rather run over this part, becaftfe 1 think I have faid enough firf 
you to form for youdclvcs a general opinion upon the whole. 

Cjentleiuen, thcic ivS a letter from the London Correfpondinc 
Society to the J>ocicty of the Friends of the People, from whico 
1 thinK ii is manifold' the Kriends of the People held tlicmfelvei 
aloof ffom them ; and therefore the conduit of the Friendi ol 
the People feems diftinc^.Uy to have called upon the focictjr » 
avow their principles, if they were not fuch as to be decmefl 
dangen>us to the conftitution of the country. 

Gtntlcmcn, on the 12th May, tJic Secretaries of thcfc twfl 
focietics were apprehended, ami, upon a fubfequent day (I !•• 
lievc the i6th >^iay) the Prifoner at the bar ; there had beeSi 
however, in the mean time, a fort of circular lettei", written b) 
the Secretary to the Lond(m Correfponding Society, for W 
purpofe of inviting the diftbrent country Societies to fend Ato* 
gates to this propofed c( nvention ; and it appears that the CoiB' 
mittee ot Corrcfpondence and Co-operation was litting at BcfW 
fort Buildinj^s ii\ the StraiuU where Mr. Thelwall lived, t* 
where the meuibus oi' the Correfponding Society, and of W 
Conftitutional Society, fometimes met. Mr. Thel wall. held leD 
tures there, and was iin afi')ciated member of the Couftitutionii 
■Society, and of ihc Conmiirtee of Co operaticm that was fitcii^ 
for c'lrrying into *t\ecuri(m tlic plan they had formed; andat^ 
mome 't it was the arreil of ilicie feveial pcrfons l(;ok place. 

Now< Gentlemen, I would only call to your recoUe 
Mfhat m«l> have been the probable confequcnces, if the < 
tion alliiJefl to, and propoltd to Ix; alfembled by thofc 
had ad^iiarryafTemblcd. 

Gentlemen, ilic refolutions of the 17th January, Ac 
-Janu. ry, and the 24th January, appear to mc clcirly 
decilively to|)rove, that- the object tliey- had ill view, incal 
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tiiat convention of the people, was to prry into execution by 
means of that convention, the fcveral objects which they 
detail in their feveral addrefles, and when you recolledl the terms 
oftbofe addrefles, you muft reco!le6l they arc exprefled in fuch 
terms, that they might lead. to any thing, and that in no degree 
whatfoever do th:y icad diftinflly to a ilmple reform in that 
part of the conftitution, the Commons Houfe of Parliament; 
but if they had for their ohjeJla reform in the Con>mons Houib 
of Parliament, to be eiTedcJ by fuch convention, aclln;^ by its 
own- laws, and not by the laws of the coiifticution of the coun- 
try, the crime is equally that of Hi2;h Treafon, as it would de- 
prive the conflltuted legiflation of its powers, becaufe the Con- 
vention would aft and cojiftitute thcmfelves in the place of thut 
fcgiflature, for they fay, they were rcfolved not to take the laws 
of their plunderers, enemies and opprclFors ; they declare the 
whole of that which they are about is to take the power from 
thofe wh<^ hold it, into their own hands, and to a£t upon that 
principle. 

Gentlemen, What can b.e faid in anfwer to this cafc^? Ihave 
reafon to think from experience, that the principal fach I have 
ftated cannot be controverted by evidence, or explained away by 
argument, becaufe I am fure if either could have been done. 
Or if both could have been done, both would have been done ; 
ind if either could have been done, that one would have been, 
done. I am therefore firmly perfuaded that the fails of the cafe 
cannot be controverted, and that thofe fects remaining uncon- 
trovertcd, cannot be explained away. 

Gentlemen, It may be faid, the prifoner at the bar, whatever 
might be the views of others, dr whatever migHt be the mo- 
tives of others, was himfelf of a different difpofition ; but it is 
impoffible that a man of his abilities and of his charadler, (hould 
reprefent himfelf as a man deceived^r deluded ; he may aflert 
>that his principles were totally adverfe to thofe of perfons who 
inight wilh for a new order of things, except fo far as a reroim 
in the Commons Houfe of Parliament, refer ving every other part 
.of the conftitution, and that he had no conception of oStciin- 
ing that by any other means than by the means of the conui- 
tuted legiflature : and. Gentlemen, it may perhaps be alTcrted, 
that he.has upon various occafions, exprefl'^^d himf.lf as a man 
attached to the conftitution itfclf, as a man attached to the here- 
ditary monarchy, and as a man attached to the Houre of Lords ; 
that he has always profcffed to approve of all branches of the 
conftitution ; but fuppofing, Gentlemen, the f.icl was, that his 
adions did not go with thofe aflertions with rei'pc^l to that at- 
tachment ; do we not know that perfons who have avowed 
Aofc opinions, have ftiil purfued contrary meafurcs j we well 
, ' K know 
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know that was done in the year 1745, and in ihc reign of K 
William, and even in that of C^iccn Ann. The perfons ^ 
wiihed to rcftofft tlic pretender, flattered tlicmfclves they fti< 
have eftabliftied popery in this c<nin<ry ; were any of them 
guilty of high treafon, thou^Ji their wiflics v/ere for the pre 
vation of the conftitution and religion of the country, and thi 
ijii: it, from motives of their own, proper to put a difte 
prince upon tht throne* 

(jentlemen, men, however frequently make profcflions, w 
they do not mean to keep, a man may have monarchy on his 
Wlien his heart is far from it, the cafe of [vord Lovat is an 
ftince, who was perpetually profefling loyalty, and yet wai 
a number of years engaged in deep fchemes, to overturn 
eovernmcnt, (or which he profeiled and avowed fo much loy; 
The lan^iui^e of the French Convention in 1791 j as is obici 
upon by Mr- Paine and Mr. Barlow, whofe works arc fo nr 
admired by the prifoner at the bar and others, fpoke ' 
the greateft reverence of monarchy until the time was cc 
when they thought they could overturn it ; but gentlemen 
have a melancholy inftance, that the greateft of traitors ' 
profefs an attachment and loyalty, at the moment the dec 
fchemc is h«tdfor deftruclion -, we know that Judas Ifcariot 
fefl'ed his attachment to liis facred mafter, while cor.tcmpla 
an act of the greateft treachery, and in completion of that 
. ciied, All iiail Mafter, and kilTcd him; but doe> it follow bee 
a man holds the language of loyalty, he is himfcH loyal, tb; 
certauily not fuilicient. If the prifoner was loyal to the < 
ftitution of the country, what docs he mean as to his rcfolut 
with refpcci to Paine ami iJarlow, and feveral others, that 
1)e detailed to you, and which cairy to the view of ordinary 
a direct dift'trent tendenc) — What did lie mean by the adi 
to the Jacobins, when he fpoke of them as fcllow-labourc; 
the comintm caufc — What did he mean by the addrefs tc 
National Convention — What did he mean by faying in 
letter, that the vij^crs, Ariftocracy and Monarchy, were wrc 
ing and panting in the grafp of liberty — Did he mean to 
that he was loyally attached to Mor)archy, when he denomin 
it as a viper, and defcribed it as in the moment of extfn£ti< 
I) id he mean to exprcfs his loyalty by the admiftion of 
Andre, Harrcre, and Roland, in the focicty, by holding 
their i|>eechcs upon the trial of the King of 1* ranee — Why 
there fecret tommiitees ; and why was there to be a conver 
©the people, if his purpofcs were perfectly loyal — If h** m 
that which pciiiaps it may be contended he did mean, and 
fTie.nt to make titat relbiin by an application to the legiflai 
v/bich tic profcftcd to make > if therefore wimeflcs iboa^ 
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called in any number to any fuch declarations of loyalty* can 
they make any change in your fcntiments ; can they take the 
words vijjers, Ariftocracy and Monarchy, out of thofe feveral 
addreflcs ; can they blot out the proceedings of the Britifli Con- 
vention, or can they deftroy the proceedings of the 17th, 20th, 
and 24th of January — If not, what purpofc can they fer.vc ; at 
the utmoft, it can be nothing but an attempt to oppofe negative 
evidence to pofitive fadls, which, under thb circumftances of the 
cafe, I think you will be perfuaded cannot be accounted for ; 
I fit down, therefore, gentlemen, with a full perfuafion that 
the evidence which will be produced to you cannot be contro- 
verted, and that its efFeft cannot be controverted ; that it will 
fairly prove the charge of High Treafon contained in the indift^ 
went, and that you, mindful of your own oaths, will rccolle£l 
the important charge you have, and that to your verdiil is com- 
mitted the fafety of the conftitution of this country ; you will 
be mindful that the prifoner at the bar is one of the members of 
thefocicty, and is likewifc as much within your protedtion as the 
coUedled body of fociety ; you are bound as much to do juftjce 
to him as to the country ; but mindful of the duty you owe to 
the country and to fociety, you are to give a juft, true, ^nd 
honeft verdift ; you are not to be deluded by pretences, but to 
endeavour to difcover what the truth of the cafe is, and, having 
difcovered it, fo to give your verdict. 



Thomas Maclean fworn. — Examined by Mr. Bower, 

^ You are one of the King's meflengers ? 

J^ Yes, Sir. 

^ Did you ever go to the houfe of a perfon of the name o£ 
Daniel Adams ? 

y/. Yes, Sir, 

^. Upon what occafion did you go ? 

J, I went on the 12th of May laft, by virtue of a warrant 
from the Secretary of State. In tHe morning, about a quarter 
before eight o'CIock, I went to the houfe of Mr. Daniel 
Adams, and took him into cuftody, togeyther with his papers and 
books. 

^ Look at that book (a book Jhewn him)y and teU us whether 
that is one of thofe you feized there r 

A This is one of the books I found in the poflcflion of Mr. 
Adams. 

Mr. Bower. Then put it in. 

William Woodfall fworn. — Examined by Mr. Law. 

J^. Is tiiat the ha wl- writing of Mr. Tooke ? {^Shewing 
fffper.) 



7^ THE TRIAL OF 

j^. I believe this part is, but I cannot fwear it, 

^ You are not asked to do that. 

J. I mean only to fay, for my own fake and that of the Jurj% 
that I fwear only as far as the lelemblancc of the hand ftrikes m^^ 
that I believe it is. 

^ You believe that is ? 

^. I believe that to be Mr. Tooke's hand-v^riting. 

i^; You h :ve feca him write ? 

jf, 1 have (een him write, but not fo often as to fpcalc from 
that, but from his writing that has pafled through my hands. 

^. But however, from writing that you have feen, you arc 
able to form a judgment r 

y/. I cannot form a decifive judgment, but I believe from the 
rcfemblancc it is. 

Crofe-examiiied by Mr# T00K.E. 

^ Are you fure you have fcen me write ? 

yf. Yes, bir. 

J^. VVhen, and how long ago ? 

jf. Some years ago. 

^. Hov/ many r 

J. Some years, I believe full fevcnteen; 

j^. And nqt fmre that period ? 

y^ That you wit! rccoUe<S^ is remarkable, bccaufe I allude to 
the circumftunce of a fubfcription for the widows of the Am^-r 
ricans who loft their lives at the battle of Lexington. 

4^. That is full nineteen years ago. 

y/. That was in 1777. 

J^. I know the time, for I was profecutcd for it.— t knofff 
you have a coed memory for what you hear, but you fhould havp 
a good memory for what you fee. 

jf, I kiiow why I fix upon that circimiftance, becaufe it livei 
upon record. You delivered to me, in my brother's counting-* 
houfe, a copy of the advcrtifement, upon which, I think, you 
wrote the wordf, For the London Packet and Morning Chro- 
iiicl'.». When the libel came on to be tried two years after, an 
infiijTorent witncfs, v/iiofe name I cannot recollect, proved the 
iiand-wiiting in the very way (if it can be called proof) I now 
j)rGvc ii ; and he ftateJ a fa<fl, that you had delivered one of thofe 
copxs to be fent round. I'hey were delivered to him and mc, 
ar.'J in the courfe of vour examination you admitted and ftated 
it v/ns fcr luch and fiich a purpofc. I know this alfo fromacofvy 
c (■ t':ic tiiJ, publilh'.d by Mr. Gurncy, who I believe is one of 
tlic ir.oic accurate note takers known in his time. I don't know 
that I h:uc ever fccn you write but once ; but fo lately as the 
ycrtr 1791 fomeoi your writing ualFcd through my hands. 

^ ^ Doc^ 
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j^. Does the witnefs fwear that was my hand-writing, or only 
pnderftood it to be fo ? 

i/. That I thought fo, and that the very paper which I have 
mentioned was fworn to by J^ third perfon, and in the courfe of 
the examination you recognized the fa£^» 

^. Speak to the Court. I underftand you to fpeak of that 
which paffed nineteen years ago ? 

A, I do, and partly refrelhed by fubfequent writings delivered 
jnto my hands. 

^. Do you recolleft what you faw me write ? 

A. No/ N 

^. Do you mean to fwear that is my hand- writing ? 

^ A» I ixiean to fwear, that to the beft of my recollection, from 

tefemblance, 1 believe it to be your's. ( Another bookfljewn the 

witnefs.) 1 believe the body of this to be Mr, Tooke's hand-> 

vwiting, but the bottom does not appear to be. ^ 

^. What appears not to be ? 

A, The fuperfcriptioii. 

^ ^' William Tooke Harwood, Chairman r" 

A. I think that is not — and a particular reafon that makes me 
doubt is, the R's in the body and the R in the word Chairman 
are diftinftly differently made. 

Mr. Tooke. All the reft but the fignature at the bottom 
^e witnefs takes to be my hand-writing, 
; A. The mere body only. 

Mr. Tooke. ft may be fairly admitted. I only ask the quef- 
tion. I think I could fairly give in to the profccutor a great 
dcd more than he charges me with. I will not delay the Court 
by any more queftions to the witnefs. 

Mr. Law. It purports that the prifoner was a member of the 
Conftitutional Society. 

Mr. Tooke. O ! 1 admit that, and I admit all that the paper 

Dtains too. 

Mr. Garrow. The Court will be pleafed to refer to the ap* 
pendix.— March the 28th 1794. 

Mr. Tooke. I can fave the Court a great deal of trouble, for 
. if they will be fo good as to fhew me what 1 wrote, I will admit 
it as iair. If there is any doubt about it, they can th^n call wi,t« 
ncffes. 

Lord Preftdent. In a cafe of this nature, I do not think that 
the prifoner (hould be called upon to admit any thing that may 
be made ufe of againft him. 

Mr. Tooke. I offer it freely. 

LordPreJident. I (hould not feel very comfortable if I fuflered 
you to admit any paper which could be turned againft you. 
' Mr^ Tooke. I think it is fp plain 9iid clear, and eafy, that I 

" ^ (hQijld 
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Ihould be glad to favc you time, I protcft I have never done ar 
act, — 1 protc/t 1 never have- had a fentiment, — ^I proteft I neva 
had a thought of any important political nature, which, taker 
fairly, I luvc the fmallclt degree of difpofition rot now to admit 
— lam anxious that my life and character fliould go together, 
I wifh and to admit all that I have faid, done, or written. 

Lord Prcfident. Mr, "rookc, I Ihould prefer that the evidence 
ihould take its courfe. 1 do not think that any prifoncr is quite 
cognizant, to take upon himfcif to admit evidence that maybe 
adduced a^^ainfl hin, 

Mr. looke. If it v/as a libel I would not do fo, but in i 
matter of High Trcafon, where fubtle arguments cannot. cake 
place, I liave no f;:ar in doing it ; but, if they cannot, 1 defire to 
be the firil man that dies upon that dodrine. 1 am old enough to 
wiili to be the iird man, becaufe I (hall be fure to be the laft# 
I am not at all afraid cither of the conftruclion or of the confe* 
quences. 

Lord Prefident. I do not wiQi any other than that the ordinary 
rule may prevail. 

Mr. Garrow. It is in the appendix.-^March aSth^ 1794- 

(Read by the CUrk of the Court.) 

At a meeting of the focicty for Conftitutional Information^ 

heM at the Crown and Anchor 'ravcrny Strand, March 

28th, 1794, 

" Read a letter from the London Correfponding Socj^^ 
dited March 27, 1794 — (See llardfi Trlalj page 1 51.) 

^^ Refolved, That the fame be entered on the books of thil 
Society." 

Air. Bower. Was Mr. Tookc prefent ? 

CJerk of Arraipm (Reads). Prefent Mr. Tooke. 

Mr. ^lo-.kc. My Lord, I beg leave to afk whether this if evi-. 
dcnce of my being prefent at that time ? 

Lord Pr'tfuUnt. it is evidence to go to the Jury of yoof 
being prefent, ' ' 

jClr, I'ooke. My name being found in the books is no pWjrf ■ 
of my being preicnt, for it is very true that the bulk of thetrUB 
that is lu be found in thofc.books I never faw or heard of betDr& j 
ltev':ry time my name is to be found in thofc books, I am to 00 1 
taken to be prelent, it is a moft extraordinary aflumptiofl,l'(i>| 
my I.ord'-, my name bw-ing written in a book is no proof 1'^**] 
prefent, for 1 can prove by the fecretary I have not bccnprcfajj 
wlien my nanu: ap|)eiirs 5 there has been proceedings of whickl 
I nev( r lK\;rd or knew. It would be the moft cxtraordiogj 
thing if liut could effect me; I can flicw by the moft undcniabWi 
evidence, that when my name is there, I was not there, uA^ 
I have heard of committees appointed of which I have bc^ *fj 

i)oii»t«j J one, wiicn \ liavc ncvcf bccu prcfcat. It is cJW^i 

fcClCCfj 
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foqieiy but it is not incorporated. Suppofe fix men of ihc 
names of the firft letters in the alphabet meet and vote black, 
and fix other men meet and vote white, which of the two is 
the fociety, thcv may put down any letters thty pleafe, but they 
can have no effeft to bind the party ; therefore 1 fay, if this i> 
taken to affeft me, it will he the mod extraordinary thing that 
ever yet was in a Court of Juftice. 

Lord PrefidenUI You arc perfectly right Mr. Tooke, hut that 
depends entirely upon your name beinj found in the books, in 
the poflelfion of Daniel AdamS. In order to implicate you with 
being prefent, they muft go a great deal further, but this is one 
ftep towards it. They muft (hew thefe are the books of the 
fociety, they muft give evidence that thefe books were books you 
had accefs to, that you adled upon, and that you gave credit to 
by fomc conduct of yours, this goes one ftep towards it. 

Mr. ToGke> I hope the fubjedl your Lordlhip has mentioned 
will make it a fubjecl of argument. 

Lord Prejident. It is for the Jury. 

Mr, Tooke. My Lord I conceive it is a matter of law, and 
fet a matter of evidence, the greater part of what I have heard 
ftated, it is impoffible for me to fay any thing againft, it may be 
true or falfe, but, how is it poflibic for me to anfwer it, the lefs 
I know of it, the lefs it is po/Rblc for me to meet it. The pro- 
fccut6r will not be able to prove I had accefs to the books, for 
the truth is, I fliould rather have played with my fingers than 
read fuch fluff, I hope I have employed my time better than by 
reading the fime thing over and over again ; it fuits thofe who 
legin, but it is thirty years ago when your LordThip was recor- 
der, when we read, and wrote, and fnw ; there are common 
place things in thofe books I never fiw in my life, I never read 
the book, and whether the things it contains arc good or 
bad I do aflure your Lordlhip not a finglc member of the fo- 
ciety knew ; where we have been concerned there only w« 
know ; there is exactly eighteen lines of mine, and I guefs they 
arc offenfive, they are about the word faithful hc'mg inferted, and 
the word honourable being withdrawn. I fay, there is nothing ex- 
ceptionable in then-j, — I'have fometimcs objected to parts, not 
becaufe I thought them criminal or treafonable, bccaufe I ihall be 
very forry to complain of thofe things which I think are Inno- 
cent i but I (hall be compelled to refufe to ndmit the paper, bc- 
caufe I had no ihare in it ; there is a great deal which has been 
done, which I think meritoiious, but I have not a fharc in th© 
merit, which I think belongs to other men. 1 beg I may pre- 
judice no other man, for I think ihern no crimes. I beg and 
do intreat your Lordftiip, before you do admit this as evidence, 
. 't9 hear it argued as a matter of lawr 

Lord 
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Lord PresidenU At prefcnt I can only explain to you, 
are not to break in upon parts of the evidence, but to hear 
tientl^ the whole evidence, till it is concluded, and then^ i 
is not f«iirly brought home to you, I fliall dtfuc ihc Jury to 
it out of the cafe ; for it is inipoflible for you to fay, wha 
evidence, or what is not. A chain is compofcd of links, if tl 
are three or four links made out, you arc to go on with the i 
and fee whether the whole will amount to evidence ; if yoji 
pcd what they have to oftcr will not amount to evidence, 
may call upon them to fay, in what way they mean to br^iig 
home toyou. — That is the regular courfe. 

Mr. Tooke, I beg your pardon, my Lord, but is not a ch 
as your Lorthip fays, compofcd of links, and may I not w 
each link, and by that means deftroy the chain ? 

Lot d'Prei'uUnt. I rather think not. 

Mr. Tooke. It is true, it is the chain I wi(h to prevent b( 
formed. 

Mr. Erjktne, The reafon why I feel myfclf difppfcd to j 
your Lordfliips fo very little trouble in the courfe of the cvidcj 
is, that I recoiled, (not that my client can recollect not be 
prcfent;) what your Lordftiip has heard read is very much 
ianif as your Lordlhip heard upon the laft trial ; but my mei 
Tjj which is not fo extenfive as your Lordihips, does not 
tend to the whole of what was laid before yuu. When all 
matter which has been opened as the fubjeci of the charge 
the Solicitpr General, was fubmitted to the Court and the J 
in the laft cafe, where the prifoncr at ihc bar was the compoii 
moft of the writings, and to which my client dates himfd 
bea ftranger ; when your Lordfliip came to difcharge that d 
which you do with 10 much honour to yourfelf, you faid, 
he mud be taken, being the author of them, to be implicate 
every part of them. Your Lordfliip was a)fo plcafed to 
clare upon the bench, that the cojUrary had been but faintl) 
ferced at the bar, but not iluinking myfclf, notwithftaodinc 
ofHce I hold here, as counfel for tlie prifoncr at the bar, as J 
perfuaded 1 fliall have juflice from the Court, and the Jury, v 
1 fay I fill the fituation of ftanding as Counfel for the prifo 
I feel no emotion at all at heating thofe papers read; 
have obtained a fatisfadloryjud;:mcnt of a Jury; but be thi 
it may, my Lord, fmce my client was dcfirous 1 (hould i 
few words, 1 will do it, not at all anxious on his account v 
ther 1 fliall prevail or not; but if it fliall turn out, I am 
founded in the little 1 have to fay, for it is but very littl 
fliall be glad, becaufc mifchicf n.ay follow to others, the 
there is none thai can come to the ^c ntleman behind me. I 
derftand, from the opening of the Solicitor General^ that 

oi 
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means to fay, nay,, he has faid, that all thofe writings taken 
together^ (for to-day you have heard nothini? of arms, nothing 
of force, no one aft of hoftility in contemplation, planned or 
fiiggefted) . but the Solicitor Goiieral has faid, from what autho- 
rity, will be enquired into, that all thofe papers taken together, 
all this correfpondence taken togetlier, and which does not 
appear Mr Tooke ever faw, will fhew his criminality. 

Your Lordfhips will pleafe to recoiled, I am now fpeaking 
upon the produftion of the firfl piece of written evidence — 
Your Lordfhips indeed, have been in Court when Mr. Soli- 
citor General opened his cafe, but I afk the Court, unlefs this 
cafe had been made up of materials, of which I hope no Crown 
Brief will be made up, namely, of accufatory matter, which is 
to be read upon the part of the profccution againft the Prifoner, 
which, your Lordfhips cannot give credit to, whether it is not 
to be brought home to the Prifoncr. ^ 

My Lords, the overt aft upon this record, is for confenting 
to call a convention, and that convention is fuppofed to be a 
convention to fubvert the fundamental government of this coun- 
try, and to be an adl, fufEciently proving the intention to depofe 
Ac King, and put him to death ; and the firft ftep, or the firfl 
link of the chain .is, that a paper was found in the hand-writing 
of the Prifoner, in the pofTefTion of Daniel Adams, who is not 
yet called as a witnefs, and that he had it in his cuflody upon 
nis apprehenflon, the mefTenger finding it among other hooks 
and papers. It is not in evidence that any fuch fociety as the 
Conftitutional Society exifled at all ; neither is it in evidence, 
that this Daniel Adams was Secretary to that fociety, if it exiiied, 
and that cannot be proved, hut by calling the man liimfelf, or by 
proving that he flood in tlxat fituation. i our Lordfhips have a 
book, which non conjiat Mr. Tooke ever faw, and which, non 
(onftat^ ever was in the place wlicrc this fociety ever was held. 
But you have a book before you, with a white parchment cover, 
which a MefTcnger of the King feizcd in the poffefTion of a man, 
widiwhom no privity is proved as between him and the Pilloner 
' at the bar, for it does not appear he ever faw Mr. Adams, or 
had any converfation with him. 

My Lords, I always underflood it as a clear rule of evidence, 
Aattnebefl evidence which the nature of the cafe will admit of, 
niufl be produced, and that you f hall not have recourfe to fecou- 
dary evidence, and for this reafon, that the produftion of fecon- 
dary evidence affords a prefumption, it is fuperior to the primary 
evidence — that is the opinion of my Lord Chief Baron Gilbcn; 

{oiir Lordihip fays, perhaps this may not ultimately come 
. ometo the Prifoner, and if it docs not come to him, it pafTcs by 
•woticedj if it turn out, the crown, in die courfe of the 

L attempt 
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attempt to fiiflcn the cviJcncc upon him, docs not do it — tliis U 
ftatod to be a component part of the evidence ; hut will your 
Lordfhij>s, upon an accufation of Iiigh trcafon, have rcfort 
to that j)roof which you know you could not have recouifc to 
in tlie lower fpecics of offence. — I.ct me fuppofc, that the crime 
charged upon Mr. Tooke, was with liaving publiflied this in a 
libel, as having been confenling to the writing or publifhlng of 
it, or of being implicated, in any one rcf|H\':l:, in the iffuing or 
giving it exillence. -Might it not be faid, read the paper nrft, 
and if it does not afterwards tome home to the Prifoncr at the 
bar, he will not be anfwerable for the contents, and cannot be 
made to fuiler upon tliat evidence — for inftance, fuppofc this as 
I am now Hating it ; fuppofc people had publiflied this as a libel, 
and they were indifted for a confpiracy to publiih this libel, 
woidd It l>c faid that this fliould be read as evidence againft the 
1^1 ifoner at the bar, before their conne£^ion with it is proved to 
have an exillenc e ?— I take the reafon to be founded in great wif- 
dom, and that the law has been made in all its parts upon an 
acquaintance with the linman chara£ler, and all tliat belongs to 
the human mind, upon the recolledlion that man (and it applies 
to all men) carry about them, as your Lordlhips do, all the infir- 
mities ot human nature ; and tliat is the reafon ic fliall not be 
permitted. — 1 am arguing upon geiieral principles, at wliich the 
mind of man revolts. 

In the courfe of fo long a trial, the Jury would (land bewil- 
dered between tlie evidence that was read, and which they were 
not Ut conilder, and that which they have to confidcr, they 
would mix them up together, even that which at the fame time 
they miglit difapprovc of, as not attaching upon the perfon who 
is upon trial before them. If this is fo, Tiow can it be poflibly 
faid this paper mud be read before it ij^ proved to have any 
connexion with the Prifoner ; and particidarly when you con- 
lider the nature or the crime. — My Lord, 1 profefs, Ido not 
affefl to know, with great prcclfion, all that paiTed upon one of 
the mod folenm trials that has happened formanv, many years in 
this kingdom, and which, it is moil undoubtedly to l)e t^'iHied 
will be thr lail upon that fubjedl. 1 fpeak of die trial of War- 
ren Haftings. If I do not miftake very much, and I think I 
do not, this ciueflion was brought for ilie confideration of the 
Judges upon that trial, whether a paper, which paper went to 
implicate the Prifoner at the bar, fhould be read againft him s 
if it (liDidd be found in his ciillody unoiH'nctC unlcfs it 
coT'ld be flicwn he was accpiainied with Its contents, and, 
had ratified and given it efH'6l. — My Lords, I am fpeak- 
iii^. in tin- hearing of one of the Council for the crown, who, 
very piobubly, may have an opportunity of currcdling me, if I 

miftake 
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miflake what I underftand to be tlie fafl. It was argued with 
the greateft ingenuity there, that if they did not bring it home to 
his knowledge, he could not be efFefted by it ; there it was 
determined by the Judges, as I think it will be determined by 
your Lordfliips, to day, that it muft be brought home to the 
rrifoner before it is fuftcred to be read, becaufe after it is read, 
the eflfedl of it is had, that is, the danger I complain of — men 
cannot help their memory ; it may betray them. Thcfe are the 
obfervations I liave to make, and 1 wifli it may be recoUefted, I 
have no difpofition to delay the Court by objedlions, which I 
think not to be well founded ; on the contrary, I rather hang 
back, becaufe, if there are any doubts, I wifli the Court to 
reconcile them. As I conceive there can be very little difficulty 
when it is explained, I have no occafion to flirink from it, as 
I am certain, the Prifoner has been guilty of no offence. 

Lord Prefident, We arc a little puzzled about the evidence. 
If the ^ueftion is, whether it is now to be read, I think the ob- 
je6Hon is good. If die queftion is, whether it is evidence admiflfa- 
bfe, riot yet to be read, but to be read or not, as evidence to 
Ijring the matter home to the Prifojner, then I think the objec- 
tion is'ill founded. But I think you are certainly right, diat it 
is not evidence to go to the Jury, till Adams is examined. 

■ Mr. Erjkine. My Lord, that is all I afk. 

Lord Prefident, Until Adams has been called to prove this 
was the book of the fociety, and that all the proceedings were 
entered truely, I think it ought not to be read. 

Mr. Garrow. The Prifoner has ftated himfelf to be a party. 

Mr. Erjkine. My Lord, I never thought of any thing clfe 
dian what I have argued. 

■ Mr. Tooke. I meant no more — My Lords, I am forced to 
mention, diat Mr. Garrow mufl not llide in upon us any thing 
that has not been decided — he fays, I have flated myfelf to be a 
party, I paiis it by now in order that we may get on. — I wifh I 
may npt have occafion to fpeak a word more during this trial — - 
I will avoid it as much as poflfible. But I beg the Council for 
the crown will not Aide in any thing upon us that is not proved. 
I ftate again, I am a member of the Conflitutional Society, as 
I call it." But I do not underftand that it is a corporation, there- 
fore, I would not have Mr. Garrow underftand it in that way, 
for I do not admit it. I did pay my guinea a year, to go into 
4e fociety, but I do not admit tnat 1 am bound civilly or crimi- 
nally for any adt they do. I was not accountable for any thing 
fp?nt beyond my guinea, therefore I am not accountable for any 
Aihg diey did, and it would be very unaccountable if 1 was 
tfe be aufwerable; 

Mr. Garrow. I humbly beg the indulgence of the Court for 
*«avc to make an obfervatibn. I hope, th^t the candour of my 

La learned 
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learned friends will do me juftice in faying, that upon any 
fion when I am called upon to difcharge my profeffional di 
difchargo it according to the bcft of my abilities, and that I < 
wiihtoflide in any thing beyond wnat the evidence in di< 
will \yarrant ; I may fometimes tranfgrefs, but whenever 1 
hope tlic meml)crs or my profeffion will do me the juftice to b 
it is from error, and not from intention. — I cannot fufFer 
this trial that which was done upon the hft, that the newfj 
fhould ftate that Mr. Home Tooke liad found occafion to 
plain upon the produdlion of the firft piece of evidence 
Mr. Garrow, by name, had flipt in fomething to make a 
him ; let it be diftincUy underftood what is done ; let my cc 
be diftincUy viewed, and I have no difficulty to fay, that 
who feek to point it out cannot reprefent it in unfavoi 
colours towards the Prifoner. Whatever the objeft may 
fhall not prevent me from doing my dutj', for I think, to i 
words of a learned Judge, that a man cannot die too foon, 
he dies doing his duty — let it be underftood what it is ] 
done — this pzper is produced for the purpofe of reading th 
fages in the hand writing of the Gentleman at the bar. 
have Mr. Adams at the door, at this moment in attendance, 
we knew it was neceflary to do, in order to make it evidei 
In the courfe of this, Mr. Home Tooke propofed to 
fome admiflionsj and he ftatcd tliat he was a member c 
fociety — I am not now, repeating it, to flip in any thing.- 
above fuch praftices, and have been throughout the v 
caufcs entmfted to me. I am not difpofcd to get a verd 
fuch means. We are in a very public theatre, and ever 
that a6ls in it muft condu6t himfelf with propriety, but if h< 
do fo, there is no merit in doing it. It did happen that he 
he was a member of the Conftitutional Society. I have n 
fonal wifhes in the caufe, I muft endeavour to difchar] 
duty, and I hope that he will not think it neceffaiy to thrc 
any thing to endeavour to deter mc from doing my duty ; i 
Court, I hope, will believe it cannot have that efFc<5. — 1 
they will forgive mc for this interruption, which nothing 
have brought forward but fuch an obfcrvation, for I { 
nothing for the Jury, but what I did, I did openly. 

Mr. Toote. T beg to make an apology to Mr. Garrow 
not mean to impute any thing to him peribnally. and 
Mr. Garrow to believe 1 did not mean any reproach (hoi 
upon him. If I had a mind to fpeak of calumny in the 
• papers, I have a volume of papers, I dare fay, contauiing ol 
rious with refpeft to me. I have not paued a fmgle da] 
have feen the papers contain obicrvatit ns, and from day 
charging mc with guilt and falfchood. I fuj:geft this as an s 
to Mjv Garrow, who fpcaks of the reports of tlic newfj 
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I think it rather unjuft upon me, whether I pay it with my life 
or not. If I was diipofed to be angary with the ncwfpapers, I 
have as much reafon as any body — 3 mean no affront to him. 

Mr. Garrow. I don't require any thing of that fort. 

Lorii FrefidenU 1 have permittee this to go to its full extent. 
If every bbdy was to ftate their complaints, as to the calumny 
caft upon them, the Court might liden to nothing elfe. 

Mr. Attorney General. Q. To Mr. Woodfall. Look at 
diat book, and tell me whofc writing that is. 

Mr. Tooke, It is all my writing. 

Mr. Attorney General. I would rather go on, if you plcafc, 
regularly. 

Wltnefs, I believe it to be Mr. Tookc's hand-writing. 

Q. What is the title ? 

A, It is written on the outfide,-*-ConIlitutional Society. 

Mr. Daniel Adams fwom, examined by Mr. Bower. 

Q. Was you Secretary to the Society for Conftitutional 
loformation t 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Qj, Foribme years paft, I believe ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

g. Will you be fo good as to take tliat book — liow many 
yearii ? 

A, Ten years. 

jg. Is that the book containing the proceedings of that Society ? 

A, Yes, it is. Sir. 

g. I want to afk you, Sir, whether Mr. Tooke was a mem- 
ber for the. laft ten years — if you turn to thofc entries, you will 
fee the names of thofe perfons as being prefent — my queftion is 
this, whether you put down thofe names, as the names of per- 
ibitt who were prefent ? 

A. I put down thofe who were prefent — I put them down as 
diey came into the room — I will explain myfelf if I can — When 
Acy came into the room, their names were put down ; but it 
frequently happened, they went away foon after tlieir names 
Were put down ; very often they did fo. 

C. I now mean to afk you, whether you put down the 
names of perfons who were not prefent at fome time or odier. 

A. Yes, Sir. 

g. Explain how that was. 

if. Wc/frequently dined together, and fome gentlemen came 
who were not members of tiic focicty, but it was not confidered 
as a fociety till feven o'clock in the evening ; but the members 
fre^uendy dined together, and tjiey frcquendy went away when 
■their names were put down. 

Lord 
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LordTrefidenu Their names were put down before tbcy 
went to dinner ? 

yf. No, at Seven o'clock in the evening. 

g. At Seven the fociety was formed ? 

A- Yes, my Lord. 

g. It was then all the names of the pcrfons who were at din- 
ner were put down, whether they remained till fcven or not ? 

A. Yes, my Lord, if they were members of the focicty. 

Mr. Bwjer, jg. Will you tell us what was the rule of thp 
fociety, as to the books being produced — how you began the 
bufmefs ui each liight, — what was die firft thing done ? 

A. I'he Hrll buiinefs done, was to enter the names, and to 
read over die minutes of the laft meeting. 

Q. Were the hooks produced in orcler to read the refolutions» 
and the refolutions at every fubfec|uent meeting ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Was it the pradlice of the fociety u^ read the a&s of die 
lafl meeting, as the firft adl of the next fubfequent meeting? 

A. Yes, 1 believe it was. 

Q. You will recolle6t whetlier Mr. Tookc, as asmembefy 
)iad or not recourfe to diofe books, and whedier there arc any 
corrcdUons in Mr. Tooke's writing ? 

A> 1 don't know that dicre are any entries of Mr, Tooikc'i 
writing in the hook. 

Q. The book is laid open for the infpcfilon of the member 
at the meetings ? 

A. Yes, during the meetings. 

C- Was he frequently there, or only feldom ? 

j1. He was frequently there, Sir. 

Q. Was he as frequently there as any otlicr member ? 

A, He was ; — ^but very often he dia not ftay as long as any 
other mcml>er. 

Q. Was Mr. Tooke in die hahit of Ixiing in the fociety at 
the time of the books being produced when the dinner j»rty 
broke up ? 

^. Very often. It rould not be odicrwife if he was atdionff* 

Q, Was he generally there ? 

A. He was very frequently, Sir. 

(i- \y\<\ you copy into that book from die minutes given to 
you ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Ciiven to you by Mr. Tookc ? 

A- They were given to me by difTcrcnt people. I cannot 
fay particularly who. 

Q. They were given to you in tlie room ? 

A. Yis. 
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Q. You put down thcr names of the pcrfons who were in the 
rliair, was that common or was it at random ? 

A» They were generally in the chair, but it fometimes hap- 
pened they di4 not remain alljthe evening in the chair. 
Q. Is it always entered in the book die fame evening ? 
A, It was not always entered on the fame evening, perhaps not 
till a night or two afterwards. Sometimes I entered "them on 1 
Sunday evening. 

Q^. .1 ubderftand you never put down the names of perfons in 
Ac cludr but when diey have been prefen^ although diey have 
not fiaid all the time? 
^.^ No, Sir. 

Q. Whether that book contains a true ftatc of the procecd- 
ii^ of that focietv ? 

. A,. It is a true ftate, as far ais I know. As far as I have found, 
I don't know that it is incorred. 
C. You ha^je not done it wilfully ? 
A. No, Sir. 

Crofs'Examined by Mr. T o o K E • 

Q. The queftions put to you by that Gentleman, I fee have 

nflier alarmed you. You nave talked with me oftner, and I 

' have nothing to fay to you that will alarm vou. You have 

&y diat the proceedfings were taken, down ana handed to you, 

. and diat you entered them afterwards, but moft commonly on a 

I Sunday night. 

A. The minutes certainly were fo. The names were gene* 
laDy put upon one paper, but the refolutions were upon flips of 
paper liioft generally. 
Q. They were not entered on die fame night ? 
A. No ; on other days before the Friday following, fometimes 
.4r(tor four days after. 

Q. That the Court may underftand the examination, I will 

at this queflion — Was there not what was called- a Conftitu- 

' bonal Club, a dinner meetihg, befides the Society for Conftitu- 

tonal Information— a dinner club of which the gentlemen have 

fc green book, which contains nothing but the names of perfons 

^ dined there — Do you remember there was a regular dinner ? 

X Certainly. 

Q. At what hour? 

A. I beUcve about ia quarter paft four. 
% Was that dinner company only the perfons belonging to 
te^bcTety, or vifitors ? 

A, Ot members, and any gentlemen they thought proper to 
Whg'mdi tfiem. 

/?• HoW many years has Mr. Adiams been Secretary to "thii 
Sgdcty? 

A* I believe 
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A. I believe ten years. 

g. Was I a member of* the Society before yon was Secretarj 
or otiiervvife ? 

A. Before, Sir. 

g. W iipii firft you was a candidate to be Secretary to the Sc 
ciety, was it not known and declared that you had a place undc 
Government at tlie fame time ? 

A, Yes ; it was, Sir. 

Qj, Was it known that Mr. Adams hadpcrmifTion from fomi 
perlbns belonging to the board, to which he belonged, to becom 
the Sccietaiy r 

A. Not from the board. 

(^. Was it underftood fo ? 

A, It was underftood fo by a very particular friend of ifaine* 

Lord PrcJtdcnU What is the anfwcr ? 

A, It was very well underftood fo by a very particular friend 
of mine. 

Mr. Tookc. Q. It was underftood that it would not be afl 
ofFen<:e ? 

A. I don't know that it will go fo far as that. 

Q, Have you ^ot the b(>ok of accounts of the Society Gm 
Conftitutional InlormJition, or were they feized ? 

A> They were feizcd. 

Q, Do you recolleft what was the fum paid by the diflFerenl 
members of the Society ? How much a year was paid by them? 

A, One guinea. , 

Q, W as the Society very rich, Sir ^ 

A. Never, Sir, 

Q, What film of money do you tliink all the fubfcripttani 
might amount to in a year ? 

jf. Sixty pounds. 

Q, How much of that went for the regular cxpcnces of ih 
Society, the Sccretaiy, room, paper, pens and ink? 

A, At that time tKcre might be fifty pounds. 

Q. So at that time there might be ten j>ounds a year to ovcrtmt 
tlie governincnt witli : Was you generally in arreai or advance i 

J, In advance. 

Mr. Toolr, I afk tliis merely to (hew the riches of the go 
vernment. 

Q. D( es Mr. Adams recoJleft any thing of the ijth of OSo 
bcf, 1793 ? ^^^^'^ he iccollcft a motion trlat wjjs made forii* 
other mcctiiiir t( be held f^r die purpofe of taking into confi 
deration the (jicflion-**' Whether they will fciS Dcfcgal* 
to the Britiih Con\» ntion, or not, to Scotland ?" Turn toll* 
book of the 25rh of Odlober, 1793, and look over the HUB* 
that arc ftatcil to be pivfciit at tliatday. 

, y. life 
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A. I fee them* 

g. Does he find Mr. Tooke's name dierc ? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

g. Does he recolle6l what paffed at that time, that an extra- 
•rdmary meeting was propofed to be held ? 
'A. 1 remember it. 

g. Was Mr. Tookc prcfent at that time ? 
A I don*t think he was. 

£• Cannot you, by circumftances, be fure he was not ? 
A, I am fure he was not, becaufe he went away very early. 
Lord Pre/u/ent. Had he been there before ? 
A. Yes, my Loi^. 
g. And was gone ? 
A. And was gone^ 

Mr. Tooke. g. Does Mr. Adams recolle6l, that for the pur- 
ptfe of that extraordinary meeting that was held, he was di- 
. rcflcd to fend fummonfes to the different members ? 
\ A, I do. 

Q. Is not that a cireumftance by which he recoUeSs I was 
not there? 
A. It is. , 

Q. Does he recollc£l he did not fend me a fiimmons, but tfiat 
two members of the fociety undertook to come down and inform 
mcof it? 
, Alio. 

( 6. Does he remember the names of thofe members that un- 
: fctook to inform me ? 
; A, I think I do. 
€• Mention them ? 

•'. I thMc they were Mr. Sinclair and Mr. John Williams. 
Q' When the extraordinary meeting was held on the 28th, 
wyou recoiled whether I was there or not? 
A, You was not there. 

Q' Has Mr. Adams any- particular reafon to know that I 
Jffofed ftrongly, and difapproved with vigour, the fending thofe 
legates to the Britifh Convention in Scodand ? 
A. I certainly have. 
€• Wltot was the reafon ? 
A» From a converfation with Mr. Tooke. 
Q- Have you any other reafon ? 
■ A, It was die general opinion that Mr. Tooke objeSed to it. 
« Was the opinion of Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Williams, I believe. 
^^Can Mr. Adams recolle<9: any perfons wrangling with me 
^bwards for that opinion of mine ? Can you iecolle<9:, at any 
^Jfequent meeting, any ftrong words ufed upon me, becaufe I 
lott attend that meeting and approve of the bufinefs ? 

M ^ I cannot 
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J, T cannot take upon mc to fay thai, but I know it w 
undcrftood by moft of ilie members* 

Q. Docs Mr. Adams rccoIIcA a rcp<;rt, amongft diffcrc 
members of tlie fucieiy, in confequcnte of that, that 1 w 
bril)e<l by the government ? 

J. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Does Mr. Adams remember whether Mr. Yorkc was 
member of the fociety for ConAitutionul Information ? 

j4. I believe he was. 

Mr. 7loh, — 1 mention it bccaufe it has been flatcd to da 
that he did not go to the Briti/h Convention. 

Q. Can you ftate the reafon why he did not go ? 

X Bee aule he wanted money, Sir. 

Q, Was there any money for Mr. Yorkc ? 

j^. None. 

Q. Was there much mcmey for Mr. Sinclair ? 
' yi. Hardly any. 

Q. Did Mr. Adams fend Mr. Sinclair a letter in anfwcr 
his remieft for money ? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Of what nature was it ? 

jf, Advifmg him to come home, as it was the general opini 
he had Ixrttcr not be there. 

Q. Of whom ? 

j4. Of the SfKi'ety. 

i^. 'i'hcn Mr. Adams undcrftood it to be the opinion of t 
focicty he liad better return ? 

yi. Yes. 

Q. Was this the purport of Mr. Adams's letter to him i 

yf. I wi/h to refer to it. ^ 

Mr. Dealt* y. — What is the date of it ? 

Mr. yWr. — It inufl: l)C fomewhere in October 1 703*"" 
fhewsthe wlK>le focicty were adverfe to the mcafiire, ana woi 
Mot fubfcribe twojxrncc to him. 

(I. Does Mr. Adams think 1 ever fubfcribed to him ? 

y1. I think not (7'he letter Jheix:n to Afr, Adam^) this is one 
my letters ; 1 don't know whcilicr it irjthat whidi Mr. 'I'ookcf 
fers to ; this is one, but 1 wrote more tiiaii oncdif<r ouraging Icttl 

Mr. Attorney Gefieral—Q. will you be fo food to fee who 
haiwl writing that is, and how much of it is Mr. Toukc'l? 

ji. I cannot fay whofc it is, I never faw it. 

Q* Look at it f 

Mr. Toote. 'J'liat at the back is my hand writing. 

Q. Docs Mr. Adams rcroUefl to what time the foc) 
ty adjourned after the fending of delegates to the Britt 
Convention ; if he docs not, loc>k at the bo<;k on tbc 28th 
Odlobcr, to what time did tlic focicty adjouro ? 
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A To the Stli of November. 

g. To what time did they adjourn from the 8th of No- 
veml)er ? 

J. To the 6th of December. 

g. And on the 6th of December, to what time did they ad- 
journ? 

J. To the loth of January. / 

Mr. Tooke, So, my Lord, it appears by the fecretary, that 
during the fitting of the Britifli Convention, the Soc icty ad- 
journed for five and fix weeks at a time : it does not ihcw great 
eagcrnefs, my Lord, in the caufe. 

jg. I beg Mr. Adams to look to the 2ift of June 1793 ^ 

J, It is here, Sir, 

g. Do you fee the names of the perfons who were then prc- 
fent; and does he find Mr. Yorkc's name there? , 

J. Yes, Sir. 

g. Does he recolleft that he objcfted to his being prefcnt, 
fuppofine him not to be a member ? 

A I do not. 

g. Does he rccollcdl the Gentlemen, or any member tlien 
prclent, ftrongly endeavouring to perfuadc the Society fomc- 
thing ought to be done by way of declaration ? 

A, Yes, I do. 

g. Do you recoUeft that Mr. Yorke preffed very hard for 
another meeting ? 

i^. Yes, Sir. ^ 

g. And that another meeting was held to oblige him ? 

A Yes, Sir. 

g. And that an addrefs was mentioned to be drawn up ? 

A Yes, Sir. 

fi. And that that addrefs was never heard of more? 

A Never. 

Mr. l^ookc. I forefaw that what Mr. Yorke faid at a dlf- 
tant place might hereafter be endeavoured to be |)inncd on my 
kack, or that of any ^jCntlcman of the fo<icty ; and it will go 
to the whole of the evidence reL li^e to Yorl- e— if he g(;es tliree 
hundred miles oft', and there he does fr)meil.ing that- is thought 
>vrone, then it is attempted co be made evideiicc- n^ainil Lhofe who 
would not fulFer him to do that here, aiui wiiidi moft of us dif- 
^pproved of. If a gentleman ^oes lliice iiuiidred jniles off, and 
^es afuppofed criminal aft, that is brought back again to us as 
part of our treafun. 

Lord Prejideni. That may or not be fo. 
, Mr, Tooke, 1 will give your LordiLip an inftancc in which 
*t has been done. 

UrdPreJidm. If the cafe was, that Mr. Yorkc's fpcech 

M % was 

\ ' ' 

. / 
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was printed and brought back to tlie focicty, it would not be iir 
putcd to the focict)', in refpedt to their former conduct, ihoug 
It would in refpccl to ihcir iubl'equcnt condudl. 

Mr. Tcokc, What, vvhcn it is not their own adl? that upo 
the laft trial was endcavoi'icd to be put upon Mr. Hardy. 

Lord Prcjident. Mr. Hardy Iiad no wrong done him in thi 
refpcct, bccaule there was evidence to bring home a condudl • 
that fort to Hardy. 

Mr. Tooke. If your Lordihip will only look, you will 1 
what wrong will be done to all the manbers of the fociety, f 
the fociety are not incorporated, they are no fuch thing as 
corporation, it is a ncn-cntity. It a pcrfon did any^c: 
minal offence, it would be very hard I fhould be thouglit criw 
iial too. 

g. Docs Mr. Adams know that Mr. Tooke lived at foa 
diftance from London ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

d. Has Mr. Adams ever been at Mr. Tooke's houfe ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

g. Does he know his family is very fraall ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

g. Does he know his gardener goes to bed at nine o*clocl 
in order to get up to his builnefs at four o'clock ? 

A. I don't know that. 

g. Does he know, that fometimes I have (laid, at Mr, Adanu 
requeft, to make nine for a ballot, and gone away in order 
prevent the fociety from doing any thing at all, or to adjourn? 

A, That I have certainly. 

g. Does not Mr. Adams know, that for upwards of tv 
years part, my declared opinion to him was, that the focic 
ihould lay upon their oars, and adjourn to as diftant days as di 
could ? 

A. Certainly. 

Mr. Tooke. I muft be a very uncommon leader, my Lord 

0. Does Mr. Adams know that Mr. Tooke was alwa 
ready to fign any thing that Mr. Adams wiflied him to Cgn ? 

A, Yes. 

g. Did or not, Mr. Tooke always fay, tli^at he never wo^ 
conlcnt to any that he would not himfelf iign r 

A. You liave faidfo. 

i2' Have you not fometimes done fo ? 

A, l>cqucntly. 
, Q. Do vou know who was called the father and foundei 
the fociety r 

A^ Major Cartwright. 

12- H IS Mr. Adams ever read the report of the Secret Cc 
. mlttee of the Houfe of Commons ? 

' A. Nc^ 
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A. Never. " " * 

Q. Did Mr. Adams ever read the books and papers, except. . 
thole wh^ch were fent to the fociety for Conftitutional Informa- 
tioD ? was he acquainted with the books and papers of other 
focieties ? 
A. Certainly, not. 

g. Was that the cafe when they met to read over ttie papers 
and books of tlie focieiy ? 
A. Oh ! no. 

(J. Noc being a partnerfhip book, in which their fortunes were 
much co/icerned, they did not trouble themfelves much with 
them ? 

A. No, they hardly ever looked at ihem. 

Mr. Tooke, I afked this queftion that the profecutor may 
perceive, that fo far from being accountable for the different fo- 
cieties, they did not know their own colleftion, or read what 
was in tlieir own books. 

Lord Trejideyit, You faid the minutes were read ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Tooke, The fecretary read them, and then they, 
dropped. If your Lordfhip looks at them, they were nothing 
fo very much to engage any body's attention. 

l2« JDo you know, or can you recoil eft, that when I could 
pot flay, 1 have applied to fome particular friend to get an ad- 
jouniment of the fociety ? 

A, It is an inftance I hardly know, it may have happened 
once or twice, I don't think it has more. 

g. I don*t want to put you in ahurry, Iknowyour difpoiition 
very well. What was ufually the number of perfons who met 
together at that fociety ? 

A, Do you mean on the averaga? • 

Q.Yes. 

A, I fliould fuppofe not more than ten ; there has been thirty, 
fometimes fix, fometimes ten, fometimes twelve. 

g. W^re they armed with pikes or mufkets ? 

A, No," Sir. 

g. Did you ever hear talk of any thing of that kind in the 
fociety ? 

A. Never in my life. 

g. Were all the members of the fociety of the fame way of 
Ihinking ? 

-4. No, I think not, Sir. 

Q. Was there fometimes debates ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

2- A'^d fometimes contradidion of opinion ? 

A: Yes, Sir, greatly. 

*^ C. Great 
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^ C' Great is the trcafon that is t>) attach to all ; was tha 
ever fuch a thing as a Secret Committee ? 

j1. Never, Sir. 

Q. Was every thing tranfa£led openly and publicly ? 

J. Yes, Sir. 

Q. There are a great many heavy orders, I^Kirccivc ; but firi 
were there frequent Committees ot Correl'pondence ordered ? 

A. FrequcTitly. 

Q,. Did they ever write any thing ? 

A. I don't believe tlicre was ever but one or two letters ai 
fwercd. 

Q. I fee in the reports that a vaft number of papers we 
ordered to be printal, and to be fcnt Vo all the correfpondcnts 
England, France, and Ireland, — were they printed ? 

A. No, nor one quarter part of thofenuml>crs. 

(I, Then that will anfwer for the whole ? 

A* I don't mean to fay there was never more than 5 or 6|90C 

Mr. Attorney General. I underftood you to fay, the refolutic 
was, that ioo,cx>o fhou Id be printed, and that 5 or 6,000 we 
printed. 

Mr. Tooke. Q. Do you recoUcft at any time fucli a numb 
as 100,000 ordered, and that that number was printed ? 

A, 1 do remember the order, but I was dclired not to pri 
them. 

Q, Docs Mr. Adams rccolleft a great numl)cr of corrcfpoi 
dents in France, Scotland, and Ireland the fociety had to wri 
to, if they would have written ? 

A. I (fon't know they ever correfponded with any body, c: 
ccpt ii) France. 

Q, Did they receive more letters than tht^ fent ? 

A, Yes ; in France we never anfwered but one. 

Q. I mean any where elfe — was the fociety adtivc in corrc 
poinding, or did other foe icties correfpond, and did we not negle 
to anfwer them } 

A, Cdtainly. 

(i. Wcr'j wc often reproached for fo doing ? 

A, Very much fo. 

Q. Wli'jn 1 v/ent away from the fociety early, as I ufual 
i!id, di<l not fometimcs other perfons go witli me ? 

A, .Sometimes, Sir. 

il, Do you recollcdi who ? 

A, .Sometimes Mr. Sharpc. 

Q. That is true — wlicn firft Mr. Adams was Secretary of d 
fociety, was i: not the cuftom to print pamphlets, and dilftribu 
them gratis ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

AM 
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Q, Has that been the cafe for the laft three or four years ? 
A No, Sir; there had been books diftributed gratis;- they 
were printed and diftributed, or taken ^way ; I don't know that 
we ever fent any — I cannot charge my memory. 

Q. Does Mr. Adams recoUeft, that before he was, difmifled 
from his employment, he mentioned his expecting he ihould be 
fo to Mr. Tooke ? » 
A Yes, Sir. 

Q. Can he recolleft the advice Mr. Took* gave him on that 
occafion ? 

A I don't, know that I dan exaSly ; T believe it was, that 
you would fpeak to Sir John Tooke, who is a very good 
natured man. - . 

Q. You are right j I know him intimately myfelf, and I could 
have fpoken to him — ^but can you recolledl my faying, that the 
fociety would never be able to do you any good h 
A, I cannot recolleft that circumftance. 
■1^ Can you recolleft my advifing you to do yourfelf good, 
and go to thofe you was employed under, and give in tlie books 
and papers, and fliew them, and I would countenance them ? 
A, I do not. 

Q. I wifli you to recolleft it if you can. The faft was fo, 
my Lord. Mr. Adams, had the Privy Council your books of. 
account ? 
A, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Of expenditure and receipt ? ^ 
A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Were any queftions aiked you concerning them ? 
A, I don't recolleft there was. 

Q. Is it not abfolutely certain, that if they looked at the book 
of expenditure, it muft have been known by thofe who looked 
what the orders were with refpeft to the number to be printed, 
and whether they were printed or not ? 
Lord Prefident. What is the queftion ? 
Mr. Toohe. I wifli to afk him whether it is not certain that 
if the number of 100,000 was ordered to be printed, it muii be feen 
by the book of expenditure ? 

Lord Prefident. If you afk him what the ftate of finances 
Were, that will enable you to do it. 

Mr. Tooke. Q, Whenever you paid for the printing of 2 
Jiumber of papers, you entered it into the book of expences ? 
A. Certainly. 

Q. Can Mr. Adams guefs why in the report, which mentions 
^ number ordered to be printed, it was not inferted there why 
^ey were not printed ? It mentions that 40,000 is ordered to be 
printed, and it might be proved by the book of expenditure. Can 

Mr. 
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Mr., Adams tell nre why the order fhouldbfeput in, and the non* 
performance of it omitted ? 

A> I cannot tell you the reafon. I believe it was never meant 
they ihould be printed, but I don't know whether I am ri^ht. 

Q. I fee on the 14th of November, 1792, ioo,ocx) copies are 
ordered to be printed, and to be fent to the con-efpondents in Ire- 
land, and other places. — Had the fociety any correfjwndents in 
Ireland ? 

Q. No ; I don't recoiled they had. I cannot take upon me 
to fay ; I believe not. 

Lord Prc/ident, You don*t know of any ? 

J. No. 

Mr. Tooke. He, the Secretary, do^ not recoUeft any. 

Q, Has Mr. Adams ©ften heard me laugh at the communi- 
cation of the fociety ? 

^. Very often. 

Mr. Tooke. 1 believe fo, for I had conftantly occafion. 

C. Has Mr. Adams ever heard me declare myfelf a faettl 
to univerfal fufFcragc ? 

jf. I cannot immediately recoUcft that expreffion exadlly. 

Q. Well, wc will pafs tliat over. But I mean that every pcr- 
fon in England ihould have a right to vote for meipbers of par- 
liament ? 

ji. Yes, I have heard you fay fo. 

Q. I don't think you underftand my qucftion ? Do you rc* 
member when and upon what occafion ? 

A No, 1 don't. 

Q. Whether you have heard me, at any time fay, that I wi(hed 
for the reprcftncation of the people to be univcrl'al, and that 
every pcrfon fliould have a vote ? 

Ji, I have certainly. 

Mr. Tookc. There is no doubt that he thinks he Is right ; but 
I believe he is the only man in the world that ever did hear it. 

Wuncfs. If I have faid any thing that I did not exprefsly un- 
derftand, I Should Iks very forry. 

Mr. Tooke. Q. Docs Mr. Adams recoiled Major Cart- 
wright propofing his four propofitions, as to the declaration of 
rights ? Or does he know any thing about the declaration of 
rights ? 

A* I lielievc It was not in my time. I think not. 

Mr. Tookt. I am too hard upon him ; but I do it to favc 
time. 

Lord Prefident, Take your own courfe. 

Mr. Tooki. Q. Was Mr. Adams prcfcnt at the anniverfarf 
•t the fociety of the ad of May laft ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Does 
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Q. Does Mr. Adams remember what pafled on that day ? I 
mean what pafTed from me on that day. — Does he remember the 
fuhftancc of what I might tlien fay ? 

J. I do not, indeed, Sir. I cannot call to recoUeftion any 
part. I have been fo much engaged. 

Q, Will your memory enable you to recoUcA the anniverfary 
of the French Revolution, in the year 1790 ? 

J. I remember attending that. 

Q. Do you remember Lord Stanhope in the chair? 

J. I do not. 

Q, I will not trouble you upon that. As far as you recolleft, 
do you think that I pumcd the focicty on for ftrong meafures, 
or kept them back ? Do you think that I was forward in the 
buGnefs ? 

J. I don't know how far I might judge of flrong meafures. 
Some queftions that were put I thought too ftrong ; there were 
things that you endeavoured to prevent ; but there was nothing 
that 1 licard that gave me any notion of treafon. 

Q. And you had no notion that any of the members had any 
idea oftreaion? 

A No, not of treafon. 

Q. Either to depofe or kill the King ? 

J. Oh ! no. 

Q. Or to ufe force by arms ? 

J* No; I never had an idea of that kind. 

Q. Do you think they were either bold enough, or ftrong 
enough ? 

A No. 

Q. Neither ? 

J, Neither. 

Q. What does Mr. Adams think was the objeft of the greatcft 
part of the fociety ? 

J. The greater part was for a Parliamentary Reform ; and, 
perhaps, all might be ; but fome took it in a different light. 

Q. Has Mr. Adams reafon to think they were only fly fellows 
diat did not fay all they meant ? 

A I believe they were fmcere, and that they faid all they meant. 

Q. Then you think they did not make ufe of that pretext, 
when they meant by force of arms to fubvert the government, 
hut that they were fmcere in wiihing for a Reform in the Com- 
mons Houle of Parliament ? 

A They were fmcere in the Reform ; but not agreed as to 
the manner of doing it. 

Q. Did Mr. Adams, as Secretary to tlie Society for Confti- 
tutional Information, ever corrcfpond witli Mr. Skirving, or any 
perfon in Scotland ? Does he recoiled!: any correfpondence, at 
anv time, between the Conftitutional Society and Scotland ? 

N A. Irecollea 
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A. I recoUefl: their fending l,ettcrs, but we did not anf^ 
them. I am not quite certain ot that ; but the books will give 
formation. If it is fo, it is in the books, which 1 beg to refer 

Q. Has Mr. Adams kept back any letters or papers of c 
refpondencc whatever, or had he any but what he has given U] 

A, I don't know oiF dny. It is poffible there rnay be. foi 
but not kept back intentionally. 

Q. Can you recolieft (1 don't know the date, but it was 
before the papers were feized) ;. Can you recoiled the appa 
ment of a Committee of Correfpondence ? 

A, I fhould be glad to refer to the book, if you will give 
leave. 

(The Book Jliewn the Witnefs,) 

(Reads,) " Refolved, That there be appointed a Committe 

Correfpondence of the Members of this Society."^ Yes, Si 

remember that. 

Q. Can Mr. Adams rccoUeft in what manner thatcQ 
mittce of Correfpondence was appointed ? 

A, In the ufual way, I believe, Sir. 

Q. Can he recolleft tliis, that I being requefled to be a m< 
ber of that committee, declared neither my health or bufii 
would permit me to be a member of it ? 

A. Give me leave to read the minutes ; — Yes, I do rcmena 
that you faid that neither your health or your buftncfs would | 
mit you to be a member of that committee. 

Q. Did I ever meet diat committee ? 

A. I believe never, Sir. I don't know that the committw 
felf ever met. 

Q. Does Mr. Adams recoiled how the committee of m 
was called Co-operation, was made ? 

A, (Reads,) •* Refolved, That it appears to this Commit 
that tlie general objed will be much promoted if a (landing C< 
mittec of Co-operation, between the two focicties, wcrecftablii 
for the purpofe of holding perfonal communication widi 
members of fimilar Societies in other parts of the country, asii 
occalionally be in London, and who may be authorizca by tl 
refpefiive Societies to avSt with fuch committees. 

Q. Mr. Adams has fpoken to the manner in which that c< 
mittce was made, and my name appears betaufe they voted t 
the Committee of Correfpondence fhould be appointed die C< 
mittce of Co-oi>cration. Does Mr. Adams believe I.wa 
member of that committee ? 

A, It was undcrrtood you was not. 

Mr. Tooke, 1 believe it was fo, for I did not know it. I 
a j^reat number of queftions with refpeft to thcfc fads, thd 
I thiiik no manner of harm at all in them* 

I 
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Lord Prefident. It is proper and neceflary for you to aflc a 
great number of thefe queftions. It is proper for your cafe. 

Mr. Tooke, But it looks as if I thought it was a crime, 
which I do not, and wifhed to pafs it from myfelf. 

Lord Prefident. You are perfedly right to pais it from your- 

iClt» 

Air. Tooh. Q. Does Mr. Adams recolledi notice given by 
me, that a motion would be made by me for note books to be 
prepared, in which fhould be wrote the names of diofe ? 

J. I do. 

Q. Was the motion ever made ? 

J. No, it was not. 

C. Do you recoUeft a little mirth at the idea of that motion ? 

A There was. 

Q. Can Mr. Adams remember ever to have heard me fay, 
diat I had lain out of my own bed but twice for the laft fevcn 
yean ? 

A. I cannot take upon me to fay that. 

Q. Can you remember my faying, that if there was a meeting 
of the Friends of Libcrtv, for any good purpofe, upon Wimble- 
don Common, I fhould be found there ; but if it was farther ofF 
I fhould not ? 

A. I do. 

Mr. Tooke, My Lord, I am proving, by the Witiiefs him- 
felf that I love liberty very well near my own home, but will 
not go a great diflance for it. ^ 

Q. Was Mr. Adams at the lafl dinner of the Revolution So- 
ciety, upon the 4th or 5th of November, 1793? 

A. I dare fay I was. I have no doubt of it. I generally 
attended. 

Mr. Tooie. This is the Revolution Society that meets upon 
the 4th of November ; the DifTenters naeet on the 4th, and the 
jnembere of the Church of England upon the 5th. 

C. You believe you was there ? 

^. Yes, 

Q. Do you recoUciEl my giving a toafl there ? 

A I do, Sir. 

Lord Prejident. What year ? 

A. The 4th or 5th of November, 1793. 

lHv. Tooke. Q. Repeat the toafl? 

A. If you will repeat it, I think I fhould remember it. 

Q. Was it in thef? words, or to this eflFeS ? — " May the peo- 
I^e of this country never forget or forfake the prefent family on 
the throne, until it fhall appear, by their conduili that diey 
have forgotten the principles that put them on it." 
A. I remember that very well. 

N a Q. Is 
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Q. Is Mr. Adams able to tcil who eAabliflied the dinner 
clu!) r 

j1. I believe Mr. Tookc did. 

(1- D.es Mr. Afluiiif) iccollcdt why Mr. Tookc eftablUhed 
tliat dinner i lal> "*. 

' A, I don't know that I can take upon myfelf to fay ; but I ' 
rat!ici think it was in order tliat the members mi;5ht meet to- 
gether. 

Q. I3ocs Mr. Adams think it might be, that I might go home 
for.ner; and that, inftead of meeting at fcvcn, it ihould t^ at half 
part four ? 

A, It might l)e for tliat reafon. 

Q. Can Mr. Adams fay, what the frxricty meant when they 
fit id tlicv would co-operate in the great end? What did he under- ' 
Aand to l>e the great end ? 

A. I undcrflornlit was meant a Parliamentary Reform. 
Q. J Joes Mr. Adams ret( lleft many pcrfons being black- 
balled who wifhcd to be members of die fociety ? 
A, Certainly, Sir, many. 
Cl. How many does he think — a fcore ? 
A, No, Sir. 
(I Ten ? 

A, Hardly ff; many. 

Mr. Tooke, My l.ord, it was not a very fecret committee; 
he hardly remembers ten perfons black-balled, in as many years, 
who w( n: willing to be members. We were not afniid of fpies. 

(i. Can Mr. Adams fwear that the names which arc to be " 
found in the books, which are called the books of the fociety, 
were infcrted at the time die perfons appeared ? 
A. Certainly nm. 

Q. Do you recoUeft an afFeftation of French phralcs in die 
b<joks of the fociety ? 

A» I don't know diat they were in tlie books. I am not cer- 
tain of it. 

<^, J aikcd an improper queftion, becaufc the books will 
tfll it. Did you ever fend any notice to St. Andre, or Barreie, 
ihfonning them they were elected honorary members? 
A. No. 

(I. Was you direflcd to fend any ? 
//. No. 

(i- Did Mr. Adams ever infert the whole, or any part of the 
fjiceches of St. Andre or Barrere in the books of the fociety ? 
A. No. 

^. Was he ordered ? 
A. There was no refoluiion tliai they fliould be. 
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Q. Had he ever the papers that contained them, either in 
Engliih or French ? 

A, No. 

Q. Were they in the focietj' ? 

A» No, Sir. 

Mr. Tooke, But they were every where elfe ; every body 
might have thciu without being charged with treafon. I juft 
alk this qucftlon, becaufc I ha^ e lieen told thnt a man has beea 
called to prove the papers, in order to criminate the fociety. 

Lord p7'e/t hnt. It is true there was fuch a perfon called to 
criminare the fociety. It is very fortunate for the fociety they 
did not g«'> a*iy f.i^thcr. 

Mr. Jookt'. 1 hey might have been charged with Mahomc- 
tanifm if thev had. 

Q. After che war commenced, had Mr. Adams any diredl or 
indirect cr>rreipondence widi any perfon in Paris ? 

A. Certaiidy not. 

Q. Do you ki* w any body elfe that had ? 

A. I ne\*r kn:\vof any body. 

Q. D(ies ne think they had ? 

/ Not that I know of. I only fpcak to my own know- 
lcd;:c. 

Q. l^id Mr. Adams ever fee or hear of a letter from Mr. 
Margarot to the Loudon Corrcfpondinr; Society, containing 
diefe words, " \\ c cannot fay fo much of Citizen Sinclair 
from the Society for ConlHtutinnul Information. He has been 
confined to his bed ever fmce Saturday, with a violent fever and 
fore throat; he is fomcihing better this morning. He is a vahia- 
1)le young man ; and fhould he die, his lofs would be fevercly felt, 
not, indeed, by his conflituents, who have bafcly abandoned him, 
but by all the friends of frrcdom." 

A, I rather think I did, Sir. Will it not appear on the books? * 

Lord Prejident. Which is the letter? 

Clerk of Arraigns. It is a copy of a letter from MefTrs. 
Gerald and Margarot to the Sccrctaiy of tlic London Cor» 
refponding Society, printed in Appendix F, No. 12. 

Mr. Tooke, It is an extraordinary thing, thatbccaufe five or 
fix gentlemen chofe to lend delegates, the trcalon, if there is any, 
fliould fall upon thofe who would have nothing to do with it ; 
and who, it is faid, had bafely abandoned them. 

Q. Do you know, that between two and three years ago, 1 
quitted London for ill health and infirmity? 

A, Yes. That, I believe, was the time you went to Wim- 
bledon. 

Q. My infirmities, I believe you know, put me out of a ftate 
to bear arms? 

A, Yes, 
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. Q, Do you mean to fay, that you cannot tell whofe h 
that is in r 

^. Yes, I do ; it was very frequent the refolutions was wri 
upon pieces of paper ; fonietimes 1 was in the room, and fo 
times I was not there. 

Q. Then, upon your oath, you cannot fay whofc ha 
writing it is ? 

^. No, 1 cannot pofitively fpcak to it — I cannot fweai 
the hand-writing. 

Q. Can you fwcar to the helief of it, as being the ha 
■writing of any pcrfon you have fecn write ? 

Jf, 1 tliink it is polTible ; I may recoUeft, but cannot fw 
to it. 

Q. Cannot you fay, as to your belief? 

ji. I cannot. 

Q. Whofc do you believe it to be ? 

jf. It may be Mr. Bonncy's. 

Q. Do you believe it to be fo ? 

j^. I don't know. 

Q. Do you believe it ? 

v^. I think it is. 

Q, Did you ever, fee him write ? 

y4. I have feen his writing, but I don't know that I evert 
him write ; 1 believe it to be Mr. Bonney's ; but I can by 
means fwear to it. 

Q. Be fo good as to turn to the 23d of March, 1791 — ] 
you lind there the refolution, " That the thanks of this focicty 
given to Mr. Thomas Paine, for his mofl: mafterly book, entlu 
* The R ights of Man,' in which not only the malevolent fophifti 
ofhirelingfcribblers aredetefled and expofedto merited ridicu 
but many of the moft important and beneficial political truths J 
Haled, fo irreliftibly convincing, as to promife the accelerati 
of that not very diftant period, when ufurping borou^-fcUe 
and proriigate borough-buyers, fliall be deprived of what th 
impudently dare to call their property — the choice of the rep 
fcntatives of tlic people. 

*' The Conftitutional Society cannot help exprcffing lb 
fatisfadlion that fo valuable a publicatir)n has proceeded iroa 
nieml)er of that f<K:iety ; and they fincerely liopc, that ihc pe 
pie of Enp;land will give that attention to the fubjefls difcufl 
in Mr. Puinc's treatife, which their manifeft importaoce 
juilly dtlcrvc. 

** RtfulveJ/riiat the foregoing refolutions, and all future pi^ 
ccediiig;>of this focicty, be regularly tranfmitted by the fctreU 
ro all our Correfponding Couftitutional Societies in Engbfl 
Scotland, and France." 

J. Yes, Sir. Q. Ai 



JOHN HOkNE TOOKE. IO5 

Q. And " Refolved, That the above refolutions be publiftied 
in the papers.'* — Were thofe refolutions come to, as you have 
entered them ? 

ui Yes, Sir, certainly^ 

Q. Were they publilhed intlie papers ? 

yf> I have ho doubt they were — I fuppofe they were — If they 
were not, it was becaufe the papers did not choofe to do it. 

Q. I will alk you whether Mr. Tooke appears to have been 
prefent upon the meeting of the 23d March, 1791 ? 

jf. He appears in the book. 

Q. Look forward to the ift of April, 1791, — Does Mr. Tooke 
appear to be prefent there upon tlie ift of April, 1791 ? 

J. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you find a refolution there, ** At a meeting of the ift 
April, 1791, refolved, That the refolutions of this fociety, recom- 
mending Paine's book, * The Rights of Man,' and publiflied in 
feveral of the papers, be re-publiftied in the following, viz. Gene* 
ral Evening, Moniing Polt, World, Englifli Chronicle, Sher- 
borne, Leeds, York, Briftol, Nottingham, and Birming- 
ham r" 

ji. There is fuch a refolution here, Sir. 

Q. Did the fociety come to fuch a refolution ? 

^* I fuppofe fo, or elfe I (hould not have entered it. 

Q. Have you any reafon to know, whether thofe refolutions 
were adiually printed in the papers which I have mentioned ? 

^. I cannot take upon myfelf to fay they were ; they may be 
referred to, but I cannot fay. 

Q. Turn to the 9th March, 1792? 

J. I don't think there is any on the 9th ; here is one on 
die nth. 

Q. It is on tlie 9th of March. 

-//. Here it is. 

Q. You find a gentleman propofed, of the name of Joel 
Barlow ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Who was he propofed and feconded by, as appears by the 
book? 

J. " 'Joel Barlow, Efq. propofed by Mr.Tooke, and feconded 
by Mr. Sharpe." 

Q. Go to the loth March, 1792, you will find a refolution, 
" Ordered, that the fecrctary return to the chairman of the foci- 
ety at Manchefter, the thanks of this fociety, for his communi- 
cation ; at the fame time afTuring him, that this fociety heartily 
concur in the above refolution." The above refolution is a 
refolution of the Manchefter Conftitutional Society, iigncd 
Thomas Walker and Samuel Jackfon. And among other 

O things, 
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thifgj, ** That tin's fccietj' congratulate their country at large on* 
the iiifiuem e which Mr. Painc's puhlicationt appears to have 
had, in puKJuring the repeal of fome oppreffive taxes in the 
prefcn^ feflTion of Parliament ; and they hope that this adoption 
iff a fmall part of Mr. Paine's icieas, will he followed by the moft 
Jlrenuoui exertions to accomfilifli a cgm/ilete reform in the hrefint 
inadr quattfiate of the rejirefentation of the fieohle ; and that the 
other great plans of public benefit, which Mr. Paine hasfo pow- 
ci fully rccf^mmended, will be fpe.edily carried into cSfed. 
Signed, Thomas Walker, prcfident, Samuel Jackfon, fecre- 
tary.*' — Do you find that } 
J. Yes, Nr. 

Cl. I'pon that they return thanks to tlie chairman ? 
J. Yes, Sir. 

(I, Whofc hand-writing is that — and is that the ro«gh draft 
from which you copied it ? 

Mr. Tookc, It is my hand-writing ? 

il. Now turn to the 23d of March ; who was in the chair at 
the laft meeting oi the i wh of March .' 
/I. Mr. Tooke. 

Q, Look to the meeting of the 23d March, and you will find 
the Sheffield paper there ; you obferve there the Sheffield refolu- 
fion, <* We declare, that we have derived more true knowledge 
from the two works of Mr. Thomas Paine, intituled * Ri^ts 
of Man,' part the firft and fecond, than from any other aumor 
or fubjcft ;" and an ohfervation at the bottom, <* That the fi>- 
<:icty do return the thanks of this fociety to the Society for Con*- 
nitutional Information, cftabliflied at Slieffield,'* — Wnofc hand- 
writing is that ? 

Mr. 7ookc. That is my band -writing. 
IVitmfs. Itis Mr. Tooke'shand-wnting. 
(^, Can yovi inform us whofe hand-writing thar is ? (fliewing 
him another /lafler,) 

Mr. Tookc, I'liat is my writing — it alludes to the Sheffield 
Society. 

IVitnefs, This is a draft of a letter, intended as an anfwer 

to tlic Slicfficld letter 1 don't know that I ever faw Mr. 

Tookc write. 

Mr. Tuoke. He cannot tell my liand-writing, I write f# 
ditForent. 

Q. (To Air, WcofffidL) Whofe hand-writing do you believe 
that to be ? 

J, I Ix^lieve the main body to be Mr. Tooke's. 
Q, (To Air, Adams.) Turn now to die meeting of the aoih 
of April, 1792; vou find there an entry of the proceedings it 
the Thice Tuns Tavern, in Southwark? 

A, Yes, Sir. " ft. Da 
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.Q. Do you find a rcfolution, tliat they fhould be thanked, 
and that it ihould be publiflied in the papers ? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

Q,. Does your recolleftion ferve you to fay, whether it was ? 
A. It does not ; probably it was, but I cannot fay. 
Q. Go to the 27th of April, 1792 — Does Mr. Tooke appear 
10 be prefent that day ? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you find a letter in that book, addreflbd to the Friends 
of the People, entered ? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Who was in the -chair that day f 
A, It appears, Major Cartwright was. 
Q. Was that letter fent ? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

^. Look at the 4th -o^ May, 1792 ; does Mr. Tooke appear 
to have been prefent then ? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of reading a ktter from the 
Revolution Society at Norwich ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 
. Q. Is that letter entered in the books ? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

g. Do you find this paflage there ? " The Rights of Man, by 
Thomas raine, and the Advice to the Privileged Orders, by Joel 
Barlow, have all been read with attention, and circulated widi 
avidity. They point out with cleamefs, moft of the abufes 
which have accumulated under the Britiih Government ; they 
attack with energy moft of die prejudices which have tended to 
perpetuate them." 
A. Yes, Sir. 

g. I will afk you, Sir, was Mr. T. Paine one of the mem^ 
bers of the Conftitutiorial Society ? 
A. I believe he was an honorary member. 
Q. Did he attend pretty frequendy while he was in England ? 
A. The book will tell, I rather think he did. 
g. Do you find a refolution upon the 4th of May, 1792, to 
this efFe(5t: " This fociety receives the above communication 
with the moft heartfelt fatisfaftion, and defires to co-operate 
with the fociety in their laudable exertions, and approve of the 
eleftion of their twelve members" ? 
A. Here is nearly thofe words. 

g. Will you look thoroughly through that, and tell me, 
whedierthat is the original letter ? 

A. It has all the appearance of it, I cannot fay it is abfolutely. 
the letter. 

O 2 g. Look 
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Q. Look at the twelve names at the bottom, and tell me, 
whether there is any hand-writing you happen to know ? 

j/. No, not one of the twelve names. 

Q. Now, Sir, look to the lame 4th of March, and tell me, if 
Martin was propofed to be an honorary member by any body, 
and by whom ? 

^. It appears here, that Mr. Martin was propofed an hono- 
rary member by Mr. Tooke, and feconded by Mr. Froft. 

Q. Do you remember any letter of thanks coming from Mr. 
Martin, to the fociety ? 

ji. I rather think I do ; it is a long while ago. 

Q, Will you look at that paper, and tell me if you know 
any body's hand-writing in it ? 

jf. There is fome writing difE^rent from the reft, but 1 can- 
not tell whofe it is. 

Mr. Tooke. There is an interlineation, and that is mine. 

Mr, Attorney General, Look at the meeting of the nth 
of May, 1 792. — Was Mr. Tooke prefent at that meeting, as 
appears by tlie book ? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. And there is an entry, that there fhould be a communi- 
cation from this fociety, with the fociety of the Friends of the 
^Conftjtption at Paris, known by the name of the Jacobins ? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. And an addrefs fiom the fociety of the Friends of the 
Conftitution at Paris, called the Jacobins ? 

J, Yes, Sir, 

Q. Do you remember a refolution paffing, that you fee in 
that book, " That the above addrefs be figned by the chairman 
and fecretary, and that Mr. John Home Tooke be requefted to 
tranfmit it, with all poffible difpatch, to Mr. James Watt, at 
Paris"? 

ji. There is fuch a refolution. 

i^. You would not have entered it unlefs it had been refolved? 

^ No, Sir. 

Q. Do you find another refolution, " That the faid addreCs 
be read a lecond time at the next meeting, for publicati6n" ? 

-^. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Look at the meeting of the 12th of May, 1792 — is there 
any meeting mentioned in that book, in which you have inferted 
a letter from Lord John Ruffel? 

jf. I don't remember, Sir, there is any fuch letter. 

Q. The date of the letter is the 12th of May, 1792 — go to 
the J 8th of May, 1792. — Was Mr. Tooke prefent, as tar as 
• appears by the book ? 

jJf Yes, Sir. 

Q. Dq 
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Q. Do you find the addrefs to the Jacobins ordered to be 
iibliOied ? 

J. It don't appear here ; it may have been in the rough mi- 
utes, and forgot to be entered ; I don't fee it at prefent. 
Q. If you look on you will find a letter from Thomas Paine, 
ating, that he was about to publifh a cheap edition of the 
l^hts of Man ; and that the fociety refolved to give him thanks 
jkI fupport him. Do you recolledl whether that refolutioa 
lafled or not ? 
J. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you obferve this ; " that a Committee be appointed 
to enquire into the rumour of the above mentioned profecution, 
and to report thereon to the fociety at its next meeting " ? 
J. Yes, Sir. » 

Q. Are the Committee named there ? 
A Yes, Sir. 

Q. What are the names ? 

J. Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Tooke, Lord Daer, Mr. Hull, and Mr. 
Fitzgerald. 

' Q. Do you fee a refolution that a copy of Mr. Paine's letter 
fliould be tranfmitted to all the aflbciated focieties round the 
country ; and that 3000 copies of the above letter and refolutions 
fcoukL be printed for the ufe of the fociety ? 
J. Yes, Sir. 
Q. Were they printed ? 

J. I cannot take upon me to fay whether they were or not ; 
fte account book will ftiew, I dare fay. 

fi. If you look there, perhaps you will be able to tell us, 
whether mere was printed or not, tjie Addrefs of the Jacobins, 
?uid paid for by the fociety ? 

if. This appears to be printed in the papers, but not other* 
wife. 

Q. It appears to be from that part of the book they publifhcd 
it in die papers ? 
J, Yes, Sir. 

Q. We fliall now go to the 25th of May, 1792. Do you 
fadtfiere a refolution, " That 6,000 more copies of the bills di- 
Rfl^at the laft meeting be printed : That 100 be fent to each 
rfthe twelve aflbciated members of the Sheffield Conftitutional 
Societies ; 100 to each of the twelve aflbciated members of the 
Norwich Conftitutional Society ; 200 to each of the other So- 
cieties correfponding with this Society ; 200 to Derby ; and 
"00 to the Society at Belpar " ? 

I A It is here, Sir. 
Q. Did that refolution pafs ? 
/ Yes, Sir. 
Q. Was 
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Q. Was Mr. Tookc prcfcnt, as far as appeari by die I: 
at the time that pad ? 

jf. He appears to be prcfent as far as the l>ook (hcwi. 

Q. Now, Sir, will you Ik fo good as to fee whether th< 
an anfwer to that letter, read the fame evening, dated Maj 
1792, figncd, T. Hardy ? 

jf. It don't appear upon the 25th. 

Q. Will you allow me to aik you if you ever faw that j 
before ? — It is die proceeding immediately after. It is 1 
die firft of June. 

yf. I dare fay I may have fccn it, but I cannot fay. 

Q, Whofe liand do you believe it to be ? 

jt. I do not know. 

Q. Whofe hand-writing do you believe it to be ? 

jf. I cannot fay. 

Q. Not even to your belief? 

y/. No, Sir. 

Q. L^>ok at the meeting of the firft of June ? 

y/. I have it. 

Q. Docs Mr. Tookc api^ar to l)e prcfcnt at diat meeting 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. You find an entry there, " That the Secretary repti 
that he hath fent 1,200 of the printed bills, ordered at the 
meeting, to the Sheffieki Conftitutional Scxicty ; 1,200 to 
Norwich Conftitutional Society ; to die Southwark Co 
lutional Society 200; to die London Correfponding Soi 
«00; to a pcrfim to be forwarded to 13erby 200 ; to the Co 
tutional Whigs 200 ; to dK Society at Bclpar 200." — Did 
fend diem f 

A. I have no doubt of it from die report. 

C- You find alfo a rcfolurion, " That the Secretary do 
to Birmingham 600 ; to die Society at Aldjjate 200; to ^ 
dieftcr 1,200; to Liverpool 200 ; to Cambridgje 500 ; and 
(to a perfon^ to be diftributcd among the Societies in the De 
bourhood of CJIafgow ** f 

A, Yes, Sir, 

Q,. Do you recolledl diat rcfolurion being come to ? 

A, I have no dciubt it was. 

(2. Vou fiinl a letter of the 31ft of May ? 

A. Yc-h, Sir. 

(>. Signed Margarot and Hardy ? 

A. U teems to be figncd only by Hardy ; — yes, it it figno 
both. 

(?. Do you find an order diat tliat fume letter ftiouU be | 
lldied in huh iicwi'papcis as will receive the advert iicincflC 
the fociciv ? 

^ A.' 
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A. Yes, Sir. 

g. Go to the meeting of the 15th of June — Who is in the 
diair ? 

A. Mr. Tooke is in the chair. 

g. Will you be fo good to fee if there is a letter read from 
die London Corrcfponding Society, ftating, that they had opened 
« fubfcriptionfor the defence of Mr. Paine ; and that they were 
wiffing to admit fuch fix members, whom they fhall nominate^ 
to be aflbciated members of this fociety ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

J. You will fee whether that is not the letter which, came ;, 
whether that is the fignature of Thomas Hardy, or any body 
dfe ? Look at the body of the letter, and tell me if -you know 
■Ac hand-writings and whether die body of it is different from the 
odierparts ofitr 

A. I never faw Mr. Hardy write in my life, as I recolleft* 
This is very different from what has been offered to me as his 
hand writing. 
Q. Then you don*^t know either of the hands ? 
Mr. Toolt. The interlineation of the words, and that know^ 
hite^ is mine. 

Mr. Attorney General, You find on the fame day it is ** Or- 
ikrad, That the Secretary do inform the Secretary of the Londoa 
Correfponding Society, that this fociety received their propofal 
^widi pleafure ; and are willing to admit fuch fix of the mem- 
Im, whom they Ihall nominate, to be affociated members of 
ftjl fociety"? 
V A. Yes, Sin 

Q. Now, Sir, do you recollect the letter of the London Cor- 
Rfponding Society, and the two laft refolutions, being ordered to 
[;lc publifhed in the newfpapers ? 
\. A. It is mentioned here, Sir. 

k Q. See if there is a refolution there, " That 12,000 copies of 
lIIt. Paine's letter, dated 6th June, 1792, to Secretary Dundas, 
k printed by this Society, for the purpofe of being tranfmitted to 
Mr correfpondents throughout Great Britain ; and that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to" diredt the fame." 
A. There is fuch a letter. 
Q. Who are tlie Committee ? 

A. Mr. Tooke, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Simmonds; 
and Mr. Joyce. 

Q. Will you inform me if you know whofe hand-writing 
that rough minute is that orders 12,000 copies to be publiflied? 
(Shewing afiajier to the PVitnefs,) 
• ' Mr. Tooie. That is mine. . 

Mr. 
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Mr. Attorney General. Q. Go to the 22d of June, i^qs.*- 
Was Mr. Tooke prefent then, as far as appears by the book ? 
j4. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Who was in the chair ? 
J. Mr. Froft. 

Q. Have you an entry, that a member reported an infonna< 
tion was filed againft Mr. Paine for publifhing his Rights ol 
Man? 

A. Yes, Sir, here is, 

Q. And that a fubfcription be entered into for. the benefit d 
Mr. Paine ; and that fubfcription fliould be received by Mr. 
Bonney, his Solicitor ? 

ji. Y es. Sir. 

Q. Now look for the 29th of June, 1792. You will fin^ 
diere the committee report a plan of diftribution of the I2,00C 
copies of Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Dundas, which is adopted ? 

ji. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Were thofe 1 2,000 diftributed according to that plan f 

j1> No, Sir, I believe I had not the diftributing of them. 

Q. You paid for the printing of them, and tor the addreft tt 
Ae Jacobins, I believe. Sir. 

A, Yes, Sir, it appears fo here. 

Q. Turn to the 13th of July, 1792. Were the fix gcatle- 
mcn elcded on that day ? 

jf. Yes, Sir, I believe they were. 

Q. Go to the meeting of the 5th of Oftobcr, 1792. 

j1. I have it. Sir ? 

Q. Was Mr. Tooke prefent on that day ? 

j1. Yes, Sir, it is in the book fo. . . i 

Q. Do you tind an anfwer to the letter from the Conftitutio^ 
Whigs, Independent and Friends of the People ; accompanies 
with 50 copies of a letter, tranfmitted to them from the FrioA 
of Freedom at Chcrburgh ? — If it is required it may be read. 

J. I have it. Sir. 

Q. Go to tiic 1 2th of Oftobcr, 1792. Do you findthcre^ 
**Read Mr. Barlow's letter of the National Convcntioool 
France" > 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Was Mr. Tooke prefent at the meeting of the I2di <* 
Odobcr, 1792 ? 

A. His name is here. 

Q. Was Mariin j)rcfent ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

^. Was Mr. Riclitcr prefent ? 

A. Yes, Mr. 

Q. Mr. Joyce? 
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A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you remember receiving a letter from Mr. Barlow, 
>with a book adclrefled to the National Conventioa of France, 
with refpeft to the defers of the Conftitution of 1791 ? : 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Who formed that Committee ? — Wa4 Mr. Tooke one of 
them ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Mr. TQoke, Do you fpcak from your knowledge, or from 
your.book ? 

A, The book I ahvays fpcak from. 
, Q. Look to the meeting oi the 26di of 0<Slober, 1792. You 
read the report of the Committee appointed at thelaft meeting ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Then you fiiid die refoliulori, " That it is the opinion of 
the Committee, that the puq)oie ot the addrefs, drawA up by. the 
London Correfponding Society, could be better anfwered by a 
fcparate addrefs, tlian by that joint addrefs.'* 

Jl, Is that on the 26ih of Gvf^ohcr ? 

Q. I take it to be the 261I1 of October ; it may be a day later 
for what I know. Look to the 2d of Odlober, and fee if that 
is it ? 

A, It is the 2d of November: 

{^. I will fhcw it you by and bye. Does Mr. Tooke. ap- 
pear to be prefent upon the 2 6ch of October, as far as tbe 
book goes ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Now, Sir, go to die 5th of November, 1792 ? 

A, I have it. Sir. 

Q. Docs Mr. Tooke appear to have been prefent upon the 
9th of November? 

A, Yes, Sir. 
, g. Is there entered an addrefs from the Society for Conftitu- 
tional Information to the National Convention of France ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

g. Was that read and approved of to your recoUedion ? 

A. It was, Sir. 

g. Do you find the refolution there, that Mr. Barlow and . 
Mr, Froft be deputed by this fociety, to prefent the addrefc of ^ 
this fociety at the bar of the National Convention in France ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

g. Did that refolution ptlfs ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

2- You find the refolution of Barlow and Froft, having ac- 
cepted the deputation ; and that this fociety thank them ? 

A. Yes ; ncarlv in thofc words. 

P Q, Did 
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Q. Did that pafs ? 

yf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you find an entry there of a fubfcription for j 
(he eflForts of friends in the caufe of freedom ? 
^ J. Yes, Sir. 

Q, Was fuch a fubfcription opened in that fociety ? 

jf. I don't know there was fuch a fubfcription as that ( 
there w^ but one, and that was afterwards. 

(I, Go to the meeting of the 14th December, 1792^ 
Mr. Tooke appear to be prefent there ? 

J. Yes, Sir? 

Q. Was Boni^ey ? 

udf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Martin? 

Ji. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Kyd? 

Jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Mr. Richter? 

A I don't fee Mr. Richter. 

Q. Mr. Holcroft? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Mr. Joyce ? 

^. I think ne does not appear. 

Q. I think you will £nd they read a printed addre 
Manchefter ? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q. You will find in it this pafTage: " Refolvei 
100,000 copies of the fame be printed by this fociety, ar 
buted to their correfpondents in Great Britain and Irelan« 

J. Yes, Sir. 

Q, Was that refolution come to ? 

ji. It was pafled. Sir. 

Q. Can you tell me in whofe hand-writing that refol 
If I (hew it you ? 

A I don't know, Sir, till I fee it. 

Q. If you look fon^'ard you will fee : " Read a leC 
the Society of Friends of Liberty and Equality, fitting a 
capital or thie department De L'Aifne, to the Patrii 
ciety of London, named the Society for Conflitutibn: 
marion." 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you think that was read ? 

jf. No; I don't think it \\as ; it was in French; fo 
tlemen read part of it, and fome did not. 

Q. How caine that not to be entered ? 
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A. I don^t thiok they thought it worth while to do it. It is 
entered into the minutes of the fociety, but it was not read* 

Q. And a blank was left in the book for it ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

^. You will find a refolution, ** That fome gendemen ihould 
be a Committee of foreign Correfpondence." 

A. Ye^, Sir. 

Q. Was Mr. Tooke prefent when that refolution was come 
to on the 21ft December, 1792 ? 

A. It appears by die books ; I cannot fay, whether hie was or 
not. 

Q. Who are the pcrfons that compofed that committee of 
Correfpondence ? 

A. Mr. Tooke, Mr. Watt, Mr. Gerald, and Lord Semple. 

g. What Mr. Gerald is diat ? 

A. Of the Committee of Correfpondence. 

Q. Now go to the 4th of May, 1702, and tell me whether 
Mr. Gerald was propofed and fecondea to be a member of the 
fociety ? 

. A. Yes; propofed by Mr. Tooke, and feconded by Mr. 
Froft. 

Q. Now, Sir, go to the meeting of the i8th of January.-^ 
Does Mr. Tooke appear to be prefent on that day ? 

A, He is in the book. 

Q. Do you find a refolution about St. Andre ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Did that refolution pafs ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Go to the meeting of the 25th of January. — I underftand 
your fociety to be held once a week ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

■Q. Was Mr. Tooke prefent on the 25th ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

C. Was Mr. Martin there that day ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

C. Mr. Wardle? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

H. Mr. Holcroft ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

C. Mr. Bonney ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q, You find there two refolutions about Citizen Barrere, 
and Citizen Roland ; were thofe refolutions come to at that 
meeting ? ' 

A i es. Sir. 
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•'i?! Go &\f. i(V <vf February, that U fcvcn rJsy*; after thal- 
Vr'^i^ Mr Tooke prcfcnt at that meeting, as fat a^ appears K 
i] c book ? 

/f. Yes Sir. 

Q- I-^^ y^'U ftn4 a rcfolution there alv'^tit reading a circula 
'ct T from the SheflRcld Sor.irty for Corirrjtuiion il information 

J. Ye^. Sir, 

Q. Did thar paf* ? 

J. Yes bir, 

Q. Now, Sir, upon the j;th Febmary, 1793 — was Mr 
To i^c prcfeni ? 

y/. He ap{>earft to be by the bock. 

Q, (;n the 15th, there is a letter from the Society for Confti 
tiiriona) Information, with the followin;; r;:tra6t : *' Onr So 
ci'.'jy re<jiKftA the favour of your ndnnttin;; ih': following twelvi 
pc:ion',, whofe nnmcs arc uibf(-rib((l, to be enrollcl m?;inlK:rs c 
yo ir focicty, lor the purpofe of rorrcfpondiu^ wirli yours, an< 
evejy other fimilar infiitntion in iIjc nation, for the bcttc 
re/jil itin;' our nic:ifurcs, and itccivinj; inflnicrir.ri/'- -was iha 
let er read ? 

y/. Ye-, Sir, I (hould ihink fo ; tlv':r(: is no doubt about it. 

Q» Now, Sir, look to the iTiccNug of the j 5th of March 
1793 ; was Mr. 'J'or^ke prefent then i 

A. Yes, Sir. 

(I, I >o you find a refolution, ** llint the thanks of this focicty 
be jjivcri tr, Joel \V,\\V)^ jind John I r(;fl, for their condud ii 
the pr(:f<:nMti^n of \\\v. addrcis of this fo( iety to the Natioiia 
('oiivcuMon r,f FraiKr; ; and that Mr. I' roll nc aflurcd that ou: 
rr;»'ird for him is not lefiVned, but in^reafed, by the prolecu 
tions af;d p'^rfec utions which his faithful and due difcliargc a 
that rommi/r.on may biing ufjon him" P 

//. It is rntcred \wak\ Sir. 

^. Did that icfolution pafs ? 

X Ye , Sir. 

(I. I would wiHi yoti now to lo(yk bad: to the l8th of May, 
17';?, and fr II \m\ if yr)ii find (.'liarles Sinrl^ir ]iropofed to bc a 
ni'-inber ol that fm iety, and 'aIio propofcd, and fccotidcdhim? 

/I. Yc, Sir, I hive it. 

^^. W\\(} docs it appear pro|)ofcd, andfe^ onded him ? 

/I. Piopr,f(-nby Mr. Tr^okr, and Ice ondcd by Mr. Froft. 

(/. N</w ^fi to the i?th of April, 170/, you find an anfwc' 
th'-rc fioir the ( 'iiifrd Political Soc i'lirs ni Norwich,acc.RcloItt 
fion, * 'I bar ihr faid anfwrr be lent by the fee retary totbi 
1' vt;irv o: the l;iid foe icti'* ..'*— \\w. that anfwcr read, ai)d(l^< 
von Icii.l It '' 
• A. It Is here. Sir. 

. (2. I>-' 
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Q. Did you ^end an anfwer, which it was refolved you fhoiild 
faid? 
V, MoftUkclyldid. 
Q. Was Mr. Tooke prcfent there ? 
if. Yes, he appears upon the book to be fo. 
Q* Tell me, whether a gentleman of the name of Vaughan 
Jwas prelent there that day ? 

J. It appears here he was, but why he was put down, I don't 
know ; he is not a member of the Society. 

Q. Go to the 28th of June, 1793 ; was Mx. Bonney preibiU 
Aatday? 
J. Yes, Sir. 
Q. Was Martin ? 
A Yes, Sir. 
Q. Joyce ? 
I J. Yes, Sir. 
; C Yorke ? 
[ J. Yes, Sir. 

■ 'Q. Look back to the 21ft June, and tell me whether Joyce 
\ and Tooke were both prcfent, as far as appears by the book ? 
' " if. Yes, Sir, as appears by the book. 

Q. Should you have put them down, if they had not been 
prcfent fome part of the day ? 
if. No, Sir. 
i Q. Now look to the 25th Oftobcr, 1793 ; was Mr. Tooke . 

prefent on that dav r 
' if. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you obfcr\'C Mr. Sinclair read a letter from Mr. 
Skirving, to the fccrctary of the London Correiponding So- 
ciety ? 
A Yes, Sir. 
Q. Was that letter read ? 
if. Yes, I fu})p()fe 1*0. 

Q. Now, Sir, look to the meeting of the 28th of 0£tober, 
179^— you may })roceed now 10 the 6th of December, 1793 ? 
-^ I have it, Sir. 

Q. Now, Sir, inform me, whether Mr. Tooke was prefent 
•Ml Aat day ? 
A As far as appears by the book, he was. 
Q. Was there a refolution, "That the general meeting 
fcould be held, for the purpofe of conf/dering the letter of Mr. 
Sinclair " ? 
if. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Is there a refolution, " That a committer fhould be ap- 
pointed to correfpond with Mr. Sinclair " ? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q. Were 



Il8 THE TRIAL OP 

Q. Were diofe rcfolutions come to ? 

^. Yes, Sir. 

Q. See who was prcfent on the 28th of March, 179 
Mr- Tooke there ? 

j4. Yes, Sir. 

|g.*Bonney? 

-4. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Joyce? 

ji. Yes, Sir. 

Q. And Kyd ? 

(A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you remember a refolution to enter a letter, 
T. Hardy, upon the books of the fociety, beginning, 
zcns" ? 

ji. Yes, Sir ; • it appears here that it is entered. 

Q. Now, Sir, was you prcfent at the meeting of th 
April, 1794? 

ji. Yes, Sir. 

Q, Was Mr. Tooke prcfent there, Sir ^ ' 

yf. Yes, he appears in the book fo. 

Q. Mr. Bonney ? 

Jl. Yes, Sir, 

Q. Mr. Joyce ? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Mr. Hardy ? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Mr. Kyd? 

j/. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Mr. Baxter ? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q, Did the refoiutions pafs Aat are entered upon the h 
upon that day ? 

^. I fhould have no doubt of it, Sir, as far as 1 knc 
ihc book ; I do not rccoUedl. 

Q. Upon the 9th May, 1 794, was Mr. Tooke preft 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you fee this entry, " Read a pamphlet, coi 
certain proceedings of the London Corrcfponding Socic 
of this fociety" ? 

-^. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Did diat pafs? 

jf. Yes, I fuppofe fo. 

Mr. Teske. I have but one or two quefticns to afli y 
the 24di of January, 1 794, there is an entry, that the 
Concfpondin^ Addrcfs fhould bc^ entered in die boot 
ibciecy ? 

^. k is not the 24th. Q 
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{. Then the 17th, perhaps — It begins, " That *the moft ex- 
cellent addrefs " — ^Was that addrefs ever entered ? 

A, Not the addrefs of the London Correfponding Society. 

i?. Is it infcrted? 

A» No, it is not. 

Q. You have been alked, whether, on the ift April, 1791, 
die fociety came to that refolution, to which you fay, yes — I 
defire to Icnow, whether you underftood, when you faid they 
came to the refolution, what was meant by the word fociety — 
When the fociety was fpoken of, can you explain who were 
Acperfons meant by the word fociety ? 

A, I cannot. 

Q. Then when you fay the fociety, you mean to fay fomc 
pcrfons, but you don't know who ? 

A, Certainly not. 

Q, Then tficre is a great deal of intelligence gained by it. — 
You have been afked many queftions about the names of thofe 
who propofed certain members of the focietv 5 did you, or not, 
inow that in the year 1790, I was a candiaate to reprefent the 
city of Weftmmfter ? 

A. Yes, Sir._ 

Q. I fuppofe you know, that many perfons might propofe to 
me to become members of rfiat fociety ? 

A, I don't kiu)w, it might be fo. 

Q. You have been afkcd, whether Mr. Vaughan was prcfent 
in that fociety ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Q. You have faid he was not a member ? 

A. Yes, I have. 

^. But it was faid he was a vifitor ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. He often dined at the dinner club, as other gentlemen 
did? 

A. Yes; Sir. 

Q. I afk this, becaufe he is too good a man to be flandered 
^ifcout foundation — You was juft now afked, whether I did 
»ot appear to have been prefent upon the 25th of Odlober, 1 793* 
when a refolution was paffed relative to delegates \ you anfwered 
yes, it does appear by the books that I was; butyoaforeet what 

Jou before recoUefted, that though I appeared by the books to 
e prefent, I was not there — there was fome ftrong circumftance 
l^ppened, that will lead you to recollcft ? 

A, That one circumftance certainly is, that you was not 
ptfent. 

Mr. Er/klne. It was at a fpecial extraordinary meeting, for 
^ appomtment of delegates. 

Mr. 
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Mt. Attcirney General, Do vou mean to fay, hie was not^ 
ient any part of the evening ? 

A. No, Sir, certainly not. 

Lord Prcjident, It will be proper to mention, it feemsto tac 
the purpofe of this examination has been to ihew, that thcfi 
were tranfaftions of a fet of people, who called themlelves thi 
Society of ConiHtutional Information, afTifted fomctimes b; 
one fet of people, . and fometimes another. — They have not rea< 
them to mark the contents,' but in order to intitle them to re* 
them, if it is neceffary to go into the examination. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
** At a meeting held ac the fecretary's, Tooke's Court, Chan 
V eery-Jane, Friday, 23d March, 1791. 

" Refolvcd, 'I'hat the thanks of this fociety be given t 
Mr. Thomas Paine, for his moft mafterly book, intituled, * Th 
Rights of Man,' in wliich not only the malevolent fophiftri< 
of hireling fcribblcrs are detected and expofed to merited ridi 
cule, but many of the mofl: important and and beneficial politia 
trutlis arc Itated, fo irrcllfiibly convincing, as to promife di 
acceleration of th.it not very diftant jieriod, when ufurpin 
borough-fcllcrs, and profligate borough-buyers, ihall be deprive 
of what they imjiudently dare to call thei/property — tlie choi( 
of the reprefenta lives r)f the people. 

** The Conilitufloual Society cannot help cxprefling the 
fatisfadlion, ti\atfo \aluable a publication has proceeded from 
member of that fiK leiy ; and they fmcerely hope, that the p« 
pic of England will give that attention to the fubjefts difcuffi 
in Mr. Painc's Trcutife, which their manifeft importance 
juftly del'crve. 

" Rcfolved, That the foregoing rcfolutions, and all fiitu 
proceedings of this focicLv, he regularly tranfmitted by the fccr 
tary to all our Coivefponding CoiilVitutlonal Societies m Englan 
Scotland, and France. 

** KcfolvtJ, 'I'liai the above rcfolutions be publi/hed in t 
papers." 

"' At a m.'cting, ifl April, 1791, Refolved, That the rel 
luti'itis of this fot iciv, lefonnnending Paine's book, * T 
Rights of Man,' and puhliilicd in fevcral papers, be re-publift 
in tlie loilowing, vi/.. (jcneial Kvenintr, Morning Poll, Wor 
Knglilh Cih'iiiicle, SiiCihf.nic, Leeds, York, BriAol, N< 
lingham, and Blriwijigham.'* 

TiioMAs Chapman, fworn. 
Mr. Garrozv. Was you actiuuiiited witii Thomas Paine, 1 
author of the Rights of .Man ^ 
A, 1 was, Sir* - 
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5. Be fo good as to look at this (Jhewing a hook) which I 
iiadoccafion to fhew you fome nights* ago, and tell me whether 
you printed any part ot that work for Mr. Paine ? 

A* I printea this book. 

Q. For Mr. Paine ? 

Ai Yes, Sin 

C. The Firft Part of the Rights of Man ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Had you any communication with the author on that 
fttbjea? 

A I had. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
" Rights of Man, being an anl'wcr to Mr. Burkc*s attack on 
the French Revolution. 

(Page 56*) " A conftitution is not a thing in name only, but in 
feft. It has not an ideal, but a real exiftence ; and wherever it can- 
not be produced in a vifible form, there is none. A conftitution is 
a thing antecedent to a government, and a government is only the , 
creature of a conftitution. The conftitution of a country is not 
4c a(ft of its government, but of the people conftituting a go- 
vernment. It 'is the body of elements, to which you can refer, 
Md quote article by article ; and which contains the principles 
on which the government ftiall be eftablifhed, the manner on 
which it fhall be organized, the powers it (hall have, the mode of 
dcftionsj the durations of parliaments, or by what other name 
fcch bodies may be called ; the powers which the executive part 
of the government fhall have ; and, in fine, every thing that re- 
ntes to the complete organization of a civil government, and 
4e principles on which it ihall aft, and by which it fhall be 
bound. A conftitution, therefore, is, to a government, what the 
laws made afterwards by that government are to a court of judi- 
cature. The court of judicature does not make the laws, nei- 
^ can it alter them ; it only acSs in conformity to the laws 
**^ : a^d the government is in like manner governed by the 
conftiturion. 

" Can then Mr. Burke produce the Englifli Conftitution ? 
If he cannot, we may fairly conclude, that though it has been 
fo much talked about, no fuch thing as a conftitution exifts, or 
^crdid exift, and confequendy that die people have yet a confti- 
tution to form. 

(P. 59.) " A government on the principles on which con- 
ftitutional governments arifmg out of fociety are eftabliftied, 
*^^t have the right of altering itfelf. If it had, it would be 
arbitrary. It might make itlelf what it pleafed; and wherever 
*™ apght is fet up, it ihews there is no conftiwtion. Th« a6t 
i Q by 
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by which the Engllfti PaHiament empowered itfclf to fitfevcic 
years, {hews tliere is no conAitution in England. It mi^hc, by 
die fclf-famc authority, have fat any greater number of yean, 
or for Jifc. The bill which the prefcnt Mr. Pitt brought inter 
parliament fome years ago, to reform parliament, was on the 
fame erroneous principle. 

** 'I'he right of reform is in the nation in its original charader^ 
and the conftitutional method would be by a general convention 
elected for the purpofe^ 'J licre is, moreover, a paradox in the 
idea of vitiated brxlics reforming themfelves." 

(P. 1 6 1.) *' ^J'he two mfxles of government which prcvaif 
in the world, arc Firji^ Government by election and reprefen- 
fation: Secondly^ (iovernment by hereditary fucceffion.' The 
fonner is gemr.illy known by the name of republic ; and the 
latter by tliat of monarchy and ariftocracy.'* 

(P. 1^5.) " From the'R evolutions of America and France,. 
and tfic fymptoms thai have appeared in other countries, it is evi- 
dent that the opinion of the world is changed with refpefi to 
fyflems of Govcrnmenr, and that revolutions are not within the 
coinpafs of political calculations. The progrcfs of time and cir- 
i umftances, which men affign to the accomplifhment of great 
chang'.ts, IS too mechanic al to meafurc the force of the mind, and 
the mpidiry of reflection,, by which revolutions are generated: 
All the old governments have received a fhock from thofc diat 
;i!ready appear, and which are once more improbable, and sie 
'd, greater fnbjeil of wonder than a general re>'oIution in Europe 
would Ik: riow. 

*' When we furvcy the wTCtchcd condition of man under die 
monarchical and hereditary fyftems of Government, dr^^ 
from his home by one power, or driven by another, and iffl- 
poveriflied more by taxes than by enemies, it becomes evident 
that diufc fyftems are bad, and that a general revolution in the 
priiiciprc amlfonftruftion of Governments is neceffary. 

•* What if govcriHnent more than the management of a&if» 
of a Nation ? It \h not, and from its nature cannot be, Ac pro* 
prrty of any particular man or family, but of the whok cotf- 
inuiiity, at whc^fe exj)ence it is fupported ; and though bf fi^* 
or contrivance it has been ufuqMsd into an inheritance, tlic uftf- 
patioti camiot alter the right of things. Sovereignty, *• "f*?" ■ 
ter. of right, app«:rtains to the Nation only, and not to anv ifl** ! 
*idual; aiidaNutUmhas at all times an inherent indefeallfifc ^^ 
lo aboliiii anv form of government it finds inconvenient, tfd 
eftablifh futh'as accords with its intereft, difpofitioa, andtap* ■ 
pinef:.. The romantic and barbarous diftindion of men «*• 
JCii*jr« urd ful^its, though it may fuit tlw condition of courffl* | 



that of citizens ; and is exploded by die principle upon 
Governments are now founded. Every citizen is a 
r of the fovereignty, and, as fuch, can acknowledge no 
1 fubje^on ; and his obedience can only be ta die laws. 
fhcn men think of -what Government is, theymuft ne- 
f feppofe it to poflefs a knowledge of all die objedls and 
upon which its authority is to re cxercifed. In this view 
emment, the republican fyftcm, as eftabHflied by Ame- 
d France, operates to embrace die whole >pf a Nation ; 
5 knowledge neceffary to the interdl of all the parts^ 
e found in the center, which the parts by rcprefentatiou 
But the old Governments are of a conftruSion that ex- 
cnowledge as well as hapninefs ; Government by Monks, 
low nothing of the world beyond the walls of a Convent, 
hfiftent as government by Kings. 

(^hat were formerly called Revolutions, were little more 
change of perfons, or an alteration of local circumftances. 
ofe amd fell like things of courfe, and had nothing in their 
:e or their fate that could influence beyond the (pot diat pro- 
bem. But whit we now fee in the world, from the Re» 
ris of America and France, is a renovation of the natural 
f things, a fyftem of principle as univerfal as truth and 
lence of man, and combining moral and political happi- 
d national profperit)'. 

A^n are born and always continue free and equal in refluil 
Hr r'tgkts. Civil dijiin^lonsy therefore^ can be founded only 
ibl'ic utility. 

The end of all Jtoruical ajfociations is the prefervation of 
atural and im/irefcriptible rights of man ; a7td thefe rights 
bertyy firoherty^ fecurity^ and rejiftance of o/ifireJIion. 
[. The Nation is ejjentially the Jhurce of all fovereignty ; nor 
»y INDIVIDUAL, or ANY BODY OF M Eli, be entitled to 
uthority which is not exfirefshf derived from it,* 
171.) •• As it is not difficult to perceive, from the en- 
ed ftate of mankind, that hereditary Governments are 
\ to their decline, and that Revolutions on the broad 
f national fovereigntv, and government by reprefentation, 
ifcing their way in Europe, it would be an aft of wifdom 
cipate their approach, and produce Revolutions by reafon 
commodation, rather than conunit them to the ifltie of 
lions/' •. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
\X a meeting held at the Secretary's Houfe, Friday, 2 2d 
1791 ; pre^nt, Mr. Froft in th^ chair, Mr. Joyce, Dr. 
di, and feveral others." 

Q 2 Mr, 
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Mr. Tooke. My Lord, I would favc the Court and Jury a 
great deal of time, if you will give me leave ; there is not one 
•word you have proved but I will admit* I will admit all (if" 
you will lay before me the papers) that I have written. I wa& 
afraid fome circumftances would have come againll mc tha^ 
were untrue. I am fufpe<Sked to be a traitor, but there is nothing 
proved againft me but what I will admit. If you will ihevwr 
me the letters, I will fave^youthe trouUc of proving them, bjjp 
admitting them. 

Lord rrejidcnt. Is there any objeftion to reading this entry ? 

Mr. Tooke, I will admit it. 

Lord Prejid^nt. I have repeatedly faid, I will not bind down 
the Prifoner by h\% own admiflions. 

Mr. Erjkinc. I have no objcftion to its being r?ad, de hem 

Mr. Tooke, I beg pardon to fay, it would be impof&bic,- if 
the Jury were not attentive, to dilcoverwhat i& to gpasevi-t 
deuce and what is not. 1 am fearful they may admit that whkly 
is no proof, to afFedl me ; dierefi3re, I wi(h not, Mr. AttoniQy» 
and Solicitor General, to wafle hours and hours in proving ' 
^at which I am defirous to admit, if it is my writing. 

Xjord Prejidenu Nothingwill.be read but that which i^ io 
proof. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

<* At a meeting, a2d July, 1791, Rcfolved, That the opgvul 
and tranilation oi an addrefs, communicated by the Revmsd 
Doftor Towers, from the focicty at Nantz, be entered <m dw 
books of this fociety. 

" The tranflatiou entered." Vide Ahhrndix [a)^ . .• 

Mr. Tooke, Q. to Mr. C/ia/iman. 

C. I know, Mr. Chapman, you are a very religious man; that 
you often read the Bible— I dclire you to tell me whether y©u 
nave never met in that book, which you reverence (b much, oc- 
preiTions that you would not ufe before your family ? 

J, I don't Know there ai c any parts of Scripture that I wooU 
not at all times rea^to my family. 

Q. Do you not rccollc<^t cxpvcflions in tliat beft of all bookit 
that you would not ufe to your vcifc and daughters — I doa't re- 
peat them, becaufc 1 dare fay the Bench aiM'die Jury will rc- 
collcdl them ? 

A, There are parts of the Scripture which may be confiita** 1 
by men as indelicate ; but, in my idea,, there is no part of ^ I 
word of God indelicate. \ lliould not apply them in iBdiftf^**^ ' 
converfatiem. 

Q. You are called upon to prove Mr. Paine's bode ; vA^ '■ 
of a great deal a little has been read. I fuppofc I ihould ^ ^ 

ufe { 
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^c God's word well if I wzs to fix upon thofe pafiages and not 
lake the other parts \i4th them. 

Lord Prefiiient, This is not a proper fubjefl to exajnine a 
witnefs to, though it may be for obfervation. 

Mr. Tooie. 1 beg your Lordihip to forgive me, I am not in 
diepra&ice of examining witnefles. 

Lord Pnjident. I mea|i to fet you right, without making any 
obfervations. 

Mr. Tooke. My Lord, I am but young at the Bar, for I have 
been but 40 years a ftudent, and when I ihall come to tlic Bar I 
will accept of your Lordihip's indulgence. 

John THOMPso^% fwom. Examinedby Mr. Law, 

(J- What are you V 

J. I am a police-officer. 

Q. Did you take thofe papers {Jiajiers Jhewn htm) any wherci 
and from what place? 

4 From Mr. Tooke's houfe, at Wimbledon. 
{Read by the Clerk of the Ccurt,) 
Fide AMiendix {b). 

Mr. Tooke. It is interlined by me — 1 admit the whole of it, 
(The/ta/ier is /hczun to Mr, IVoodfaU.) 

Mr. WoodfalL That is ^Mr. Tooke's writing. 

Mr. Tooke, This is all mine ; the other, 1 believe, is my 
dau^ter's. — The admiiKon of that paper may eaiily be taken, 
for it was long ago publiilicd in the newfpapers .vith my name* 

Lord Prcfident. If any thing Ihould turn upon the circum- 
lUnce of its being publiihcd in 'the newfpapers, it may be pro- 
pet for you to take notice of it by and bye. 

John Tiiormton, fwom. Examined by Mr. Eqwer- 

C; What are you ? 

yl, I belong to the public office, Marlborongh-ftrcet. 
Q. Where did you hnd that ? (Jhevcing a Utter.) 
An In Mr. Tooke's houfe. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
Addrcfled to John Home Tooke, Efq. figned T. Cooper, 
Lever-Hall, near Bolton, Lancaltiire. 
"Dear Sir, 
" The Manchcfler Conftitutional Societj' have requeftcd 
Die to abridge and re-publifti my propofiiions on civil govern- 
ment — Sharpe, I hear, is not in town— Paine is in France, 
and I do not know of any friend of his, except yourfelf, to whom 
1 can fend my propofed abridgment, for his opinion ; though, 
indeed, I am at any rate dellrous of your reading it ; for 
aldiough two or three friends, to whom I delivered it here, ap- 

nrovc 
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pjovc of it, yet I wifh you, as a friend of Man and Paine, to take 
care that Paine's reputation is I'kot mangled by mangling his 
book ; we arc going on vciy well here ; our Conflitutional So- 
ciety meets numerous, and with proper fpirit, though every 
poffible effort is making by the ariftocrats, which puts us under 
the neceflity of vindicating our refolutions. Return Paine as 
ioon as you can get. it out ; and he kind enough to fay, whether 
we ihould print it ourfelvcs, or undertake to get a number printed 
at a pi ice not exceeding one ihiUing? Whether Jordan would 
fed himfelf aggrieved by Johnfon publilhing ? I hope your ad- 
drefs to the eieftors of \Veftminftcr, and your account of the 
Ipeech docs not ftand ft ill. When do you go to France ? 
^* i am, dear Sir, yours, &c. 

(Signed) * " T. Cooper." 
Mr. Tooke. My Lord, are die letters diat are written to mc, 
* to be produced aganift me i 

Lord Prcjidcnt. What is found in your poflfeffion— Acy ar« 
evidence as to xhc fadl, and this will very much depend upon 
diofe letters, and whedier anfwers could hie traced to them, and 
what is in them. A great number of letters may be found in 
your i^fleflion, but it will be open to this obfervation, which is 
always a very confiderable one, that nothing appears, to be done 
upon them ; but all the papers fcrqnd in the pofleflion of the man, 
are fnlma facia evidence of it. 

Mr. Tooke, My Lord, my reafon is, that I am very macli 
afraid I may, bcfide trcafon, be charged with blafphemy-^— I do 
fear it, as I keep thofe curious letters ; I never anfwer anj 
letters, even thofe of civility. — My Lord, I have fevcral Ictltrs, 
which I received from a man, wherein he e^ideavoured to prove, 
^and perhaps they will be produced againft me) from the jBible. 
he was God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Gh©ft; 
and he did it in this way ; his name was Oliver Verrall, and h( 
(igned his letters O. Verrall — fays he, God is Overall, that is, 
O Verrall,. and Verral I, Vcrrai I, I am he.— If thofe letien 
are produced againft me, I don't know what will become ol 
me. 

Lord Prejtdent. If you can treat all the evidence brouglil 
againft you with a« much fuccefs as you have done that letter, 
you have little to fear, even if that letter fhould' be brought 
againft you. 

•Mr. JLtfzt', (To Thamjifmy JJiewing htm a pa/icr,) Is thai 
letter marked by you ? 

Mr. Tooke. 1 have feveral I have kept of the fame nature. 

ji. It is. Sir. 

Q. Where did you find it ? 

ji. At Mr. Tookc's houfe, at Wimbledon. 
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(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

Dat^ Manchefter, Auguft 29, 1791 ; figned Thomait 

Cooper ; and addrefled J . Home Tooke, Elq. Richmond 

Buildings, Soho, London. Vide Afijiendix (r). 

Mr. Law* (To Mr. tVoodfall, JJiewing him a fiajier.) Look 

to diat paper, and fee if the interlineations are Mr. Tooke's 

hand-writing ? 

A, This paper was fliewn me on a late occafion ; the inter- 
.lineations arc very few on the firft page. The word * incapaci- 
tate*; the word * laws ' ; in the fecond page, the words * and 
wciy'; and four lines and a piece added to it, which I believe 
afc Mr. Tooke's writing, the other part is not. 

John Gurnell, fworn. 

Mr. Law. Be, fo good to look at that paper, {a Jiafier Jliewn 
Urn) and tell us whci e you got it ? 
. J. I fouhd It at Mr. Hardy's houfc. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.} 

•* A parliamentary reform is that which of all other thing»^ 
&c. Vide Ajipendix (d). 

{After which the following Pa/ier was Read,) 

"At a meetiiig, lield 9th March, 1792, at the Secretary's, 
Tookc's Court, Chancery-lane ; prefent, Richard Sharpc, Lfq, 
ill tfic chair — Dr. Edwards, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Joyce, Mr, 
Hoilis, Mr. Froft, and Mr. J. H. Tooke ; Joel Barlow, Efq. au- 
thor of Advice to the Privileged Orders, was propofed as an ho- 
norary member by Mr. Tooke, and fcconded by Mr. Sharpe.'* 

Mr. Bower. {To Mr, Maclean.) Where did you find that 
paper ? {(Iiewing him a ./la/ier, ) 

A. I found that in the poffeffion of Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Attorney General. It is the letter that contains the refolu- 
tionsfrom Sheffield — It is relative to the Conftitutional Society at 
Sheffield, which is found in the hands of the fccrctary to the 
Conftitutional Society, in London, the Prifoncr being a mem- 
ber of that Conftitutional Society. Mr. Adams has been fecre- • 
tary for many years, and it was found in his cuftody. 

Mr. Er/kine. I fliall certainly objcdl to it. 

Lord Prejident. It is very clear, you muft go further to fub- 
ftantiate all this than by the evidence of Mr. Adams. — This is 
a cafe in which the papers are found in the poffeffion of Mr. 
Adams — That faft is proved, it has been piroved by Mr. Adams, 
^0 is fecretary ; it has been proved, that he was prefent every 
Week, from the' year 1792, down to this time ; and it has beea 
2 proved 
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proved alfo, with a few exceptions, that Mr. Tookc was pre- 
lent cvciy night of meeting. 

Mr. krjkine. If this is to be at all infifted upon, I ftiall ufhcr 
myff.lf in witli the fame apology 1 made before; namely, that 
ray client confidcrs it muy prejudice the other prifoners. I do 
profefs oiK.c more, 1 conceive it to l)e totally immaterial to me 
or my client whether ihis is read or no. 

Mr. Attorney (general. 1 did not fkatc any opinion of mine , 
upon what if» the effect of ihc pap^r ; I have ftattd the princi- 
jjcs upon which I thouj'ht it might be introduced. — I have no 
right to addrefs the C' urt as to the eftldt, but I may ftate the 
ground upon which 1 introduce it. 

Mr. Krjk'inc. It is not very ufual jiifl to fall in cxa£Hy with 
the idcii of a pcrfon who makes the objeftion. — Certainly I 
have a right to Ifate why I make tliis objection ; it is an objec- 
tion which can at once be cured, by calling Mr. Adams. — I 
apprehend it is not iny fault I am ftanding here, becaufe I un* 
dcrlbind yuur Lordliiij)^, have detcnr.inc-d this before, that is 
to fay, that this pnper either contains fomething that is to cri- 
minate the Prifoncr at the bar, or the contrary ; if it docs not; 
it is not relevant to the cjufe, if it be i natter relative to tJic caufc, 
which it can only be by correfpondencc with the Prifoner, I 
once more beg to refer your Lordfhips to the trial of Mr. Haft- 
ings, as far -v. my argument went, and after I had taken ihc 
lil)i:ny of addrelfiiig the Court to that length, I (hall trouble if 
but little now. — I am faying, that to render it admiflihle to be 
read, and 1 take ir for granted Mr. Attorney General means to 
read ir, ijjat if I am ciipable of com prr bending any thing, we 
arc exaclly in the fame ii^ua'ion as we were before, when I 
Uinttndcd it was necefTiry to call Mr. Adams, to fay when be 
received tiiis i)ai)cr, wheth'-r !i? Ii:is any reafon to believe it was 
read at a:iy meeting, and wh'."h^T at any nieeiing where Mr., 
'J'ooke's uimc is in the book, il'i^n we have icafonto believe 
Mr. 'rf>okc was jircfent, althott';h \\\ one inflance, where the 
overt act is charp;ai upon this xva..,\\. though his name appears 
to l>e there, it apfiears in p'^i^r cf fsct, he was not prefent ; 
then it may be cither lint \vi v.a:, prcfcnt or that he was not.— 
The Ation.ey fjtiicial has faid, tli:ii this leUrr is fome how or 
oihtr connected with fn-.nc other pujKT of t!.?^ Slidtield Society, 
where Mr. 'Wi,\.r. was not prefcnt. I d'.ii't admit what it is 
ab'jut, and Mr. Anorucy cannot r«.'l \\\\.x ii is about, non conjiat^ 
rho Jury liiall u/C hcir'it, your l.ordriiii^s \m\\ nut hear it, no 
man Jhall hear ir, wliether it ntlrr-^fj Sheffield or any other 
pla.'c, until it is made out by i!j"f «»!(': narv courfe of law, appli- 
< able to the criminal and civil juftic/, u\ be < onntt^^ed with the 
Vriloner. I do feel it nccciCiiy to cbjedl to llii ., frjr the djfcnie 

I have 
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Ikave to make. I am fure the Attorney General does not wilh 
to introduce any thing that is not flridly evidence ; it is vciy 
4r from my purpofe to fay any thing of that fort is attempted 
intentionally. I have no wifli in the world, but to ftate the iair, 
the ordinary, and impartial juftice, and I impute the contrary to 
BO man. 

Mr. Gibis. My Lords, this letter, the contents of which 

I know not, is ofltered in evidence, with a view to afFeft the 

Prifooer with the contents ; and the groi nd upon which it is 

oftred is this, that it is found in the cuftody of Mr. Adams^ 

who is fecrctary to the fociety to which it is proved Mr. Tooke 

belonged— common reafon tells one, that a third perfon, who is 

pot proved to have feen the letter, or to have been prefent when 

it was received, or to have known it was in tlie cuftody of Mr. 

Adams ; I lay, common reafon and juftice tells one that that 

4inl perfon ought^ not to be affedted by the contents of that 

jttper fo found. Jjft us fee whether the rules of luw do not fall 

ttwith that which common reafon and juftice requires ; how 

. can Mr. Tooke uhinfetely be afFefted by this paper, even admit- 

■ png that he knew the contents of it, and that he knew it was 

in the pofieilion of Mr. Adams. — Mr, Adams is here, he may 

he queftioned by the Counfel for the Crown, whether Mr. 

Took/c did know this paper was in his poffeffion, and knew the 

Gontentsof it ; then can any man fay that tlie fimple produdion 

of diis paper, found only in the pofleffion of Mr. Adams, is the 

heft evidence that the nature of the cafe admits, for the purpofe 

rf aflcfiing Mr. Tooke with it. Can he be afFeded by this 

letter in any other mode than by fhewing it was in the cuftody 

rf Mr. Adams, that Mr. Tooke knew of it, and aiSted upon it. 

Is Ac mere producSion of the paper fo good evidence of that 

fiuft-— is it fo good evidence as the proof of Mr. Adams himfelf, 

who may affirm or deny the propofition tliat Mr. Tooke did or 

not know this letter was or not in his cuftody — not only the rules 

<rf reafon and. juftice fklls in with that, but I apprehend your 

Lordihips have exprefsly fettled that point in Warren Haftings's 

ofe.. My Lord, I might have been mifinformed upon that 

fiibjed, but I underftand the principle upon which your Lord- 

Aips decided that queftion was this — The profccutors meant to 

wft Ae Prifoner with the contents of that paper, but it was 

obferved by the Counfel for the defendant, that thpfe contents 

ftould not oe read until it was proved dicy did afte<ft the Prifoner. 

I underftand it was refpefting a letter from the Munny Begum, 

found in Mr. Haftings's own pofleiSon, and if I am rightly 

, iofomied, it was decided that, until the profecutors had proved 

that it came up to the knowledge of the Prifoner, it ought not 

to be read againft him. although it might be admii}U)k evidence 

K whea 
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when thai was proved — their argument was, we will read &i 
paper lirft, and then we will undertake to prove the content 
known to Mr. Haftings ; the Court faid, no, you fhall not { 
prejudice the judges, and then afterwards tell us, you fuppofe 
you fhoiild be able to do that which you cannot. It is fo in thi 
cafe — liere is a letter produced, which is found in the cuftodvo 
Mr. Adams, and they wifh to read this letter, merely bccaufc ii 
is found in the cnflody of Mr. Adams, without mewing the 
Prifoner knew it was fo — ^we infift they muft tirft bring the 
contents home to the Prifoner, before they can read it to afefl 
him — we infift here, as the Counfel infifted upon the trial oi 
Mr. Haftings, as I before ftated, that it is not the bcft evidence 
that the nature of the cafe admits of; and we fubmit it cannot be 
admitted in evidence, until Mr. Adams fpeaks upon his oalhj 
whether or not it was in the knowledge of Mr. Tooke. 

Mr. Erjkine, This letter is not direfted to Mr. Adams h 
the charafter of fecretary to the fociety, but to Mr. Adani, 
Tooke's Court, Chancery-lane, without defiring him to lay i 
liefore the fociety. 

Lord Prejident, My difficulty arifes from the circumftance 
of Mr. Adams having been prelent in Court, and having been 
examined to a great number of papers, and being able to give • 
more fatisfadlory account of the paper than the Jury coaU 
otherwife have. To be fure, the former determination of ihe 
day docs not touch this cafe, becaufe that was a queftion upon 
the evidence of the mere finding this book upon Mr. Adafll% 
before any evidence was given of his having any conncflieo 
with the fociety. I was of opinion then, that it was not fit en- 
dence to be let in, either as proof that they had any thine to » 
with the Society for Conftitutional Information, and ftfll bfc 
with the Prifoner. If the Attorney General infifts upon itseoia^ 
to the Jury upon the fuppofition of its afFefting Mr. Tooice,* 
muft go, and it will be upon the ground that the multitude ot 
papers were admitted in tlie laft cafe, and as they muft ncccflarilT 
be— there is a general confpiracy charged on a great number (X 
agents, and the afts of any one of thofe agents become general 
evidence, to prove that which belongs to the Prifoner. 

Mr. Attorney General. My Lord, 1 do not wifti to prefsanf 
thine; too far, but I don't tliink 1 am at liberty to facrifice the 
rules of law, it apjKars to me fo. 

Lord Pre/tdent. I thank you for calling us back to the into 
which have obtained. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

Date<l Sheffield, 14th May, 1792, figned Samuel Afliton, »■ 

drculd to Mr. Adams, Took's Court, Chancer)' Lane, London 

Slicffield Society for Conftitutional Information. 
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" Sir, ■ 

" It is now about four months fince this Society firft formed itfelf 
into a regular body, then but very few in number ; the enclofed 
will inform you or their incrcafe, and which is moft probable will 
fijon become very numerous, and not only t/iis large and populous 
tWHf but the 'i^hole neighbourhood for many miles round about, have 
aa attentive eye upon us ; moji of the towns and villages indeed 
m forming themf elves intojimilur ajjociations^ and flriiflly adhere 
U the mode of co/iying after us \ you will eafily conceive the ne- 
ceffity for the leading members of this body to pay ftri6l attention 
to good order ajid regularity, and the need we have of confulting 
and communicating with thofe who are fmccre friends and able 
advocates* for the fame caufc ; for thefe reafons we took the li- 
berty of writing' to Mr. Home Tookc, that worthy friend and 
patriot for the rights of the people, informing him or our earneft 
defires of entering into a connexion with the Society of the fame 
denomination with ours in London : his very obliging and af- 
fcftionate anfwer Avours us with your addrels ; in confequence 
we have taken the liberty herewith to tranfmit to you fome re- 
folves which was paffed at our laft meetings by the whole body, 
and the Committee was charged with the difpatch of printing and 
forwarding them to you accordingly, for the purpofe of fubmitting 
thfein to the confideration of your Society, to make fuch ufe of 
ton as they may think mofl j)riKlcnt. 

" You will aUo notice the Bcljiar addrefs ; they ajijilied to us 
«ferf two months ago for infirudions as to our mode of conduct hig^ 
&c. had not then formed themfelves into any regular afTociation, 
Brfpar is nearly thirty miles from this Jilace^ in Derbyfhire, and 
dg^tor ten miles from Derby. 

" If the fociety for Conftitutional Information in London 
ftould vouchfafe fo far to notice us, as to enter into a connexion 
and correfpondence with us, it cannot fail of promoting honour 
and adding ftrength to our feeble endeavours, and to the common 
caufe, which is the entire motive we have in view. 
I am. Sir, 

With the greateft refpeft and eftccm. 

Your fincere Friend, 
^SheflBcld, Byorder of thej g^,^^^, ^^^^^ „ 

May 14, 1792. Committee, J 

" We have taken the liberty of enclofmg a parcel for Mr. 

in anfwer to a letter from him to this fociety, rcquefting fome 
infomiation concerning our method of conducing the bufinefs 
we are embarked in, &c . alfo informing us there are in London 
a number of mechanics, fhop-keepers, &c. forming themfelves 
into a fociety on the broad bafis of the Rights of Man, You will 
hcfo obliging as to let the packet reniain with you until he calls 

for 
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for it, as by this pofl: I have wrote him thereof. We have giv 
him our manner of proceeding, from our fetting out to tl 
time, and hope it may be of fomc ufe ; the improvement 1 
are about to adopt is certainly the beft for managing large bodi 
as in great atid'pofiulous towns ^ viz. dividing them into f mall boa 
or meetings of ten fierfons eachy andthefe ten to aji/ioint adeltgai 
ten of thefe delegates form another meetings and fo on^ delegaU 
from one to the other ^ till at lafl they are reduced to a projur m 
her for conflituting the Committee or Grand Council, 

" Pleafc to forward the packet to Mr. as foon as cc 

venient." 

LordPreJtdent. We are come to a time of night, at whi 
it is fit for the Court to come to fome refolutions \\ ith refped 
its future proceedings. 1 obfei've the prifoner at tlie bar did ca: 
in the morning exprefsly objeft againft any adjournment ; 
undoubtedly is a point in which he is materially inierefted, a 
in which the Court alfo is materially interefted — the Court 
ready to hear any thing on either fide, that can be thought lit 
be offered to them upon the fubjeft. 

Mr. Attorney General, I wifh to put myfelf entirely up 
the plcafure and juftice of the Court ; the evidence on our ii 
will confume a great deal of time ; I am ready to execute i 
duty in any \vay in which it ihall be tliought proper. 

Mr. Tooke, As far as relates to myfelf, I confel's that wha 
faid wlien I fir ft entered the Court, ft ill impreffes my miiid, 1 
that it affe£lsme, but I think the general law andpradticcot' 
land exceedingly concerned in what pafies here ; but at the la; 
time the indulgence I have met with, induces me to leaxc it w 
the Court, who muft be better able to judge of that which is 
for the fubjeds of tiiis :and tiian I am. [ beg your Lordlh 
to believe, 1 aik that which you wilhed me to have aikcd ; bci 
in this condition, I am confident you will net call i.pon a p 
miferable Prifoner for his confent to that vvhic h he ou^hi noi 
grant. 1 feel no apprehenfion of that kind, and 1 do repeal 
the Court, 1 beg to afk that which they would wifli mc. 

Lord Prejident, Nothing can be more corre^Sl than the a 
duft of the Prifoner at the bar. The fubjcdt of adjoumm 
has undergone a great deal of anxious confi deration fmce \x\ 
hritftar:cd, and lince we faw the great importance of the a 
There can be no doubt that the general ruL* is, that in crimi 
calcs there ought to be no adjournment, they ought to go 
widiout inicrruplion, and particulaily that the Jury ftiouU 
be feparated, and that tliere fliould be no accefs to them u 
they had given their verdift. I don't mean that it ever'unc 
went a folcmn confideration before, except in the cafe of L 
Donoughmore ; it was a difficulty Uicrc, whether that trial cc 
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be adjoximccl, a^d what was to be done ; on that trial, tlie Judges 
of the common law who attended, were confulted upon it, they 
delivered it as their opinion, that in the Couns below, the Jury 
when once charged, were not to be difcharged till they hud pro- 
nounced their verdift ; tliat they were not to feparate, and rhe 
caiife was to go on without interruption ; tliey did not prefume 
toftate what the rule was in parliament, but referred to the gene- 
nd ufage in the cafes of common law, not refpe6ling trials in 
criminal cafes only, but refpecting all trials, taking it as a gene- 
ral principle, that the Jury, when once charged, could not lepa- 
ratc till they had pronounced their verdidl ; uikI upon die autho- 
rity of tliat cafe, and upon the praftice, it is undoubtedly efia- 
blifhed, there never ought to be an adjournment or a feparation 
in any degree, if it can be avoided ; but there may arile a necef- 
% fo urgent, that all thofe principles of juflice which originally 
demanded there fhould be no adjournment, would loudly call 
fca: it; becaufe the true principles upon which it is required 
Acre ihould be no adjournment, is for the fatisfadlion of juftice, 
and to be quite fure that juftice will be done both to the Crown 
and. to die Prifoner ; that there may be no improper influence 
iipon the minds of thofe who are in any manner to take pan in 
diedccifion of the caufe ; that is the general ground upon which 
Ac rule is eftablilhed; but here a cale arifes, in which it is ma- 
nifeft that if the cauie goes on without interruption or adjourn- 
ment, it is utterly impofTible that juftice ihould be done — if it is 
Jikdy to go to a length which will exhauft the human faculties, 
let tticm be ever lo ftrong, it is neceflary an adjournment 
ftould be had ; it is impoflible the Court or Jury ihould com- 
ptehend the cale— what is it we fliould be doing by going en— r- 
^ ihould be delivering over the life and honour of every thing 
feffto-the Prifoner, and the public juftice of the country, to 
ftc accidental refult of all that confufion which, in fuch a cafe, 
niuil arife in the minds of the Jurj^ 

There are many other conlidcrations of extreme Importance ; 
what if one of the Jury fliould be lo difabled as nut to proceed ? 
We have had an intimation, that the laft trial coniumed 2CO 
liours; I know what it was t(> fuftain the fatigues of thofe 
Qght days, with the fmall inttrvals of reft we had ; but in my 
own cafe, if 1 had been difabled from attending, it would have 
l>ccn of fmall confideration, my lols would have been eaiily lup- 
^kA; but if it had happened to one of the Juiy, w^e muft have 
Jud all the trial to go through again, after all the evidence had 
keen dofed, and after all thofe appeals made to them by the 
Counfel on both fides — all thofe evils may arife, it is our objedt 
to guard againft them, and it does appear to me the neteliity is 
fo well eftabliflied, and is of fo powerful a nature, as to con- 

troul 
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troul the general rule, and general praftice ; how urgent tl 
necefTity is we have leanit from what did happen in the la 
caiife, and from what we now fee muft happen in this, 
appears to me it is impoffible to go through the caufc with ju 
tice to the public and to the Priloncr, without manil'cfl: haza 
to the Pril'oner, and the ends of juftice ; thofc rcafons oblij 
us to diredl an adjournment, and to go on as diligently as v 
can, with fome reafonable time for rcfl. I will not put it 
die Prifoncr to afk any tiling ; my ()i)ini()n is, the Court 
bound to take upon itfclf all tlie rc'Ij)()nlibility that belongs 
directing an adjournment, and tliat the Court iliould do it, takii 
the conlequences, whatever they ihall be. 

Lord Chief Barcti, Since tlie time we met here, I ha* 
confidered in my own mind very much the fiibjedl of adjouri 
ment, and when we come to conilder what is the rule, it w: 
refolve itfclf into this, that the Jury Ihall not go out of Cou 
during a trial, and the reafon is, that they (iiall be inacceflibh 
that is the ground which has been a6tcd upon, but if the Cou 
is forced by phyfical neccfhty to break in upon that rule, it io\ 
not fecm to me the principle of law is materially infring4 
upon. If tlie Jury are inacceflible, it feems to me the Cou 
is iuflified in deviating from the general rule in cafes of ncceffiC) 
taking care the Jury are kept frtjm any communication. — Wa 
the Prifoner's cafe to come on, I confcfs myfelf for one to b 
utterly incapable to do my duty towards him ; I think his inte 
reft eftentially concerned, and die rather, l)ecaufehis cafe come 
after diat of die Crown, when both the Bench and the Jut] 
are cxhaufted. I think he would come with peculiar difaovaji' 
tage if no adjournment was made. Upon thefe obfervatiqni 
which have weighed much widi me, it feems to mc dK 
Prifoncr ihould have no concern in die matter, but that h< 
fhould leave die confajuences, if any, to the Court. 

Mr. Tooke. Jn onkr, my Lords, to Ik here to-day at cigh 
o'clock, I was comiK-lled to get up Ixrtween three and fcur, and 
it will be the tafe rvcry day 1 have to meet your Lordihipf; 
from my diforder, 1 mull be up four or five hours iK'fore I catt 
attend you. 

Lot d Prcjident. Wliat I j)ropofed was to meet at nine o'clock 
in the morning, and to fit till nine at night, punftually, with an 
interval of one quarter of an hour only. 

Mr. Tooke, Whatever die Court pleafes. 

Lord Prejidcnt. Mr. Tooke, we will not prefs you tooeanf* 
if you are not quite ready die Court will wait for you. 

Adjourned to Nine o'clock in die morning. 

[ End of the Firfl Day. ] 

Tuesday 
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Tuesday Morning, November i8. 
The Court met at at Nine o'clock, purfuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT, 

THE LORD PRESIDENT ; 

The Lord Chief Baron, I Mr. Baron Hotham, 
Mr. Justice Grose, | Mr. Justice Lawrence. 

Thomas Maclean fworn, examined by Mr. Bower. 
Q, Look at that paper, {a Jut/ier Jiewn him) and fay where 
you found it ? 
A, I found this in the pofleflion of Mr. Adams. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

Dated Sheffield, 14th March, 1792; figned Samuel Afliton, 
and direfted to the fecretary of the Society for Conftitutional 
Information. 

" Gentlemen, 
" The fociety, feeling as they do the grievous efFeSs of tlie 
prefent corrupt ftate defedls, and the abufe of our country, the 
great and heavy oppreffion which the common mafs of the 
people labour under, as the natural confequence of that corrup- 
tion ; and, at the fame time, being fenfible, to a degree of cer- 
tainty, that the public minds and general fcntimcnts of the peo- 
ple are determined to obtain A RADICAL REFORM OF 
THE COUNTRY, as foon as prudence and difcrction will 
permit, believes it their duty to make ufe of every prudent means, 
as far as their abilities can be extended, to obtain fo falutary and 
fcfirable an objeft, as a thorough reformation of our country^ 
tfiablijlied ujion that fyjiem which is confijlent with the Rights of 
Man, For thefe reafons, with great deference and fubmiflioii 
to the members of the Society for Conftitutional Liformation in 
London, we beg leave to requeft that they will be pleafed to 
admit the perfons of the following names annexed hereto, as 
members of their fociety (they being our friends, and members 
of ojir fociety) in order that a clofe connexion may be formed, 
I and a regular communication maintained, between the two 
[ lx)dies ; that being thus ftrengthened, this fociety may be better 
enabled to govern itfelf with more propriety, and to render 
afliftance to their fellow-citizens in this neighbourhood, and in 
parts more remote ; that they, in their turn, may extend ufeful 
knowledge ftill further, from town to village, and from village to 
'^^», until the whole nation be fufficiently enlightened^ and united in 

the 
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t/ie fame caufc^ VL'hich cam:ot fail of being the cafe w/ieri 
mnjl exLclknt works of Mr, Thomas Paine finds refidcnce, 
" J am, Gentlemen, 

** Your moft rcTpirftfiil and finccrc Friend, 
" Sheffield, By order of flu ^ ^, . . 

•* March 14, 1792. Lonunitiee, j 

•' Sfxretary for this So 
Names of the twelve members of the So( icty for Conftii 
Infonnacion in Sheffield, rcquencil to he entered as nicin 
tlic forictvoflhc fame d(.nomiiutii;n In London. 



Robert Hudfield, 
John Harrifon, 
(ofeph Lee, 
llenjamin Day, 



John Pain, of New Hill, 

Jofej)h Galfs, 

(ofeph Smith, 

l^avid Martin, 

Matthew D<xlf worth, 

James Ilorsficld, 

Q. (To Mr, IVoodfidl^ JJiewing him a /la/ier.) Look 
words that are intei lined, yuu fee tlie word ** govcrnmc 
flrufk ont, and the word " coimtry " inferted ? 

A. \ fee, in the firfl par^e, the word *' government " is 
out and fo obliterated as not eallly to be feen, and the 
*' country" is inferted. 

Q,, Is that Mr.^Hornc TookcVs hand- writing ? 

A. It is. 

Mr. 7\okc, It is certainly mine. 

Lord Prejtdcnt, What arc the alterations ? 

A, The jvord country is inferted in Mr. Tookc*s w 
inlTcad of what was orignially there — it wan in two place* 
radical reform of the country," inftead of " A radical rcfo 
riie government," as it flood Ixifore. — The next ijs ** fo fa 
and defirable an obje£t, as a thorough reformation of our 
try," which alfo ftood originally " Government." 
{Read hy the Clerk of the Court,) 

"At a meeting held at the fecrttary*s, Tookc's Court, < 
crry-lane, Friday, i6tli March, 1792, — ^prcfcnt, J. H. 1 
Efii- in rlie chair— Mr. Paine, Mr. Hull, Mr. Adams 
Sharpe, Mr. Vxod, Capt. Tookc Harwood, Mr. Ait 
and tlie Rev. Dr. Towers : 

•* fames Mackintolh and Joel Barlow, Efqrs. were i 
mouAy clcflcd honorary members. 

•• Ordered, That the fecrctary do. inform Joel Barlow 
that he has been clc£ted this day an honorary member c 
foe icty. 

*« That the chairman of tlic foe icty for Cimftitutional 
malion, eftablifhed at Manchcftcr, having communicated 
fociety their rcfolutions of tlianks to Thomas Paine, ft 

publi* 
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.' publication of his * Second part of the Riglits of Man, com- 
bining principle andpraftice.* 
I " Bull's Head Inn, Manchefter, iQth March, 1791. 

I " At a meeting of the Manchefter Conftitutional Society, 
hey this day, it 'was unanimoufly refolved. That the thanks of 
thisfociety are dueto.Mr. Thomas Paine, for the publication 
of his * Second part of tlie Rights of Man, combining principle 
and praftice,' a work of the higheft importance to every nation 
under Heaven, particularly to this, as containing excellent and 
prafticable plans for an immediate and conlidcrable rcduftion of 
the public expenditure : for the prevention of w^ars ; for the 
cxtenfion of our manufaftures and commerce ; for the education 
of the young; for the comfortable fupport of the aged; for the 
better maintenance of the poor of every defer! ption ; and, finally, 
forleffening GREATLY, and WITHOUT DELAY, 
the enormous load of taxes under which this country at prefent 
labours. 

" That this fociety congratulate their country at large on the 
influence which Mr. Paine's publications appear to have had in 
procuring the repeal of fome oppreflive taxes in the prefent 
feffion of Parliament ; and they hope that this adoption of a 
fniall part of Mr. Paine's ideas will be followed by the mojljire- 
««ow exertions to accomplijh a com/ilcte reform in the prefent inade^ 
^atejiate of the re/ircfentation of the heojile ; and that the other 
great plans of public benefit, which Mr. Paine has fo powerfully 
recommended, will be fpeedily carried into efFcft* 

(Signed) " Thomas Walker, Prefident. 
" Samuel Jackfon, Secretaiy. 

** Ordered, That the fecretary return to the chairman of tlic 
fociety at Manchefter, the thanks of this fociety, for his com- 
munication ; at the fame time affuring him, that thisfociety docs 
heartily concur in the above refolution. 

" Refolved, That the above refolutions be publifhed twice in 
Ac papers — the Times, Poft, Chronicle, World, Englifti Chro- 
J^cle, and General Evening, and fignedby the chairman.*' 

Mr. Bower. My Lord, I was going to fhew his hand-writ- 
'ng, and there was a miftake in the date, but the Court will fee 
Aeminutes are inMr.Tooke's hand-writing. — Does Mr.Tooke 
appear to be prefent ? 

Clerk of the Arraigns, [Reads) «' Prefent, J. H. Tooke in 
*c chair." 

Mr. Bower. I believe it is all in the hand-writing of Mr. 
Tooke, but wants identification. 

Mr. Tooke, It is all my hand-writing, 

Mr. Bower. I don't know whether it is neceffary to read 
them. 

§ Lord 
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Lord Prejidcnt. If they have a copy to compare they fh 
be read. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
** Society for Conftitutional Information, in Tookc's C 
Cliancery Lane, Friday, March 17, 1792. 
** Ordered, That the fecrctary do inform James Mackin 
Efq. author of l^indlca Galliavy that he is eledted a inenib 
this fr>ciety. 

" Ordered, That the fecretary do inform Joel Barlow, 
author of Privileged Orders^ that he has been this day adn 
an honorary member. 

(Signed) " John Horne Tooke, Chairman 
Mr. Bower. Now read the minutes of the Conftitut 
Society of March 23, 1792. 

Q. (to Mr. fVooJfall^ Jhewlng him a [lalier.) Do you I 
that hand-writing ? 

^. It was the paper I proved laft night. 
Q. It was not read ? 
^.,No. 

Mr. Bower. There arc fomc alterations and correftioi 
the hand-writing of the prifoner. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
** At a 'meeting held at the Secretary's Houfe, Tookc's C 
Chancery Lane, Friday, 23d March, 1792. 
** Prefcnt, Capt. William Tooke Harwood, in the cl 
Mr. Tooke, Mr. jBuOi, Mr. Afpinal, Mr. Bonney, Mr. A< 
Dr. Evans, Mr. A. Burti, Mr. Sharpe, and Mr. Lloyd. 

" Rcfolved, That the following be publidicd in ilic N 
ing Chronicle, World, Poll, Times, Argus, Engliih Chra 
and General Evening." 

Lord Prefident. Do you read that from the book ? 
Mr. Bower. I was going to defirc the officer to fay 
he comes to the parts altered in the prifoner's hand. 

Lord Prefident. Does the paper contain the whole of 
refolution, or only fomc particular part. Is tlic minutes of 
rcfolutions entered on the book offered, or arc thofc the 
lutions themfelves ? 

Mr. Attorney General. The printed paper has an intn 
lion in the hand-writing of Mr. Tooke, and there is ani 
a printed paper, which has another refolution in the I 
writing of Mr. Tooke. 

Mr. G'tbbs. 1 believe it was not found wafered. 
Mr. Bower. Yes, it was ; laft night it was wafcrcd i 
otiicr, but broke off in giving it to the witnefs. 

( 
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(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
" Society for Conftitutional Information, London, March 23d, 

1792. 
" This fociety having received the following and other com- 
munications from Sheffield ; viz. 

" Sheffield. 
" Society for Conftitutional Information (that is printed) 

[14 March, 1792.] (that is in writing.) 
" This fociety, compofed chiefly of the manufacSurers of 
Sheffield, began about four months ago, and is already increafed 
to nearly TWO THOUSAND MEMBERS, and is daily 
increafing, exclufive of the adjacent towns and villages, who 
are forming themfelves into fimilar focieties. 

" Confidering, as we do, that the want of knowledge and 
information in the general mafs of the people has expofed them 
to numberlefs impoTitions and abufes, the exertions of this foci- 
ety are direfted to the acquirement of ufeful knowledge, and to 
ipreadthc fame as far as our endeavours and abilities can ex- 
tend. 

" We declare that we have derived more true knowledge from 
Ae two works of Mr. Thomas Paine ^ intituled, ' Rights of 
Man,' part the firft and fccond, thaa from any other author or 
lubjeft. The hra^lice as well as the firincijile of government is 
laid down in thofe works ^ in a manner fo clear y and irrejtjiihly 
^o^incingy that this fociety do hereby refolve to give their thanks 
to Mr. Paine for his two faid publicgitions, intituled, ' Rights 
of Man,' parts firft and fecond. Alfo, 

^ " Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of this fociety be 
given to Mr. Paine, for the aflFeftionate concern he has fliewn 
^^ his fecond work in behalf of the poor, tlie infant, and the 
^ged; who, notwithftanding the opulence which biefft-s other 
parts of the community, are, by the grievous weight of taxes, 
rendered the miferablc viftims of poverty and wretchednefs. 

" Refolved unanimoufly, That this fociety, difdainingto be 
t^onfidered either of a minifterial or oppofition party (names of 
^hich we are tired, having been fo often deceived by both) do 
ardently recommend it to all their fellow citizens, into whofc 
^^pis thefe refolutions may come, to confer ferioufly and calmly 
^ith each other ori the fubjeft alluded to, and to manifeft to the 
^orld, that the fpirit of true liberty is a fpirit of order ; and that 
^0 obtain juftice it is confiftent that we be juft ourfelves. 

** Refolved unanimoufly. That thefe refolutions be printed, 
^nd that a copy thereof be tranfmitted to the fociety for Confti- 
^tional Information in London ; requefting their approbation 
for twelve of our friends to be entered into their fociety, for the 

S 2 purpofc 
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purpofc of cflabli filing a connc6tion and a regular communica- 
tion with that, and all other iimHar focictics in the kingdom. 
" By order of the committee, 
* (Signed) '* DAvm Martin, Chairman/' 
(Th'n which folium; s is all in writing,) 
*' Ordered, 'That the fecrerary do return the thanks of this 
fo' icty to the Socictyfor Conflicutional information, eilahlifhed 
at S:v;ffi<:ld; and that he exprefs to them with what friendfhip 
and atJLciion this fociety embraces them as brothers and fellow 
laUiurers in the fame caufc. Tiiat he do aflure them of our 
iiitire concurrence with their opinion, viz. That the people of 
this (ountry aic not, as Mr.Burke terms xhcra^fwine but rational 
b'jin,;.* , better qualifial to fcparate truth from error than him- 
ic\\\ poflcffm^ more honefty, arid lefs craft. 

" Knlolvcd, 'i'iiat tiiis focicty will, on Friday next, March 
31(1, ballot fr>r the rwclve affociated members recommended by 
the ShefficJd coujmittee, and ni>proved at this meeting. 

(Signed) *' \Vm. TooKE Harwood, Chairman." 
Mr. Boruuer, Look at the minutes of the 30th March. 

(Read hy the Clerk of the Court,) 
" At a meeting hcid at the Secretary's lioufe, No. 4, Tookc's 
Court, Chancery-lane; prefent. Major Cartwright in the chair, 
Mr. I^utler, Mr. 'J'ooke, Mr. iiuih, Captain Tooke Harwoodi 
Mr. Tuffm, Mr. A. Bufh, and Mr. Hull." 

Mr. Hf/wer, You neal not read the names of the twelve 
gcniienien to be admitted. • 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
** Ordered, 'Ihat the fecrctary do inform the Society for Con- 
ftirutir)nal Information at Sheftield, <»f the election 'of twelve 
of their members as afTociated members of this ScKicty. 

" Read a letter, with enclofwl refcdutions from Thomat 
Hardy, fecietary to the Corrcfj)onding Society, ^^ondon. 

" Ordered, That the Secretary do acknowledge the receipt of 
the faid papers. 

** Ordered, That the above refolutions of the faid focictybc 
publifhcd in the |)apers." 

** London Correfponding Society. 
** Rcfolvcd, Tliat every individual has a right to rtiarc in the 
govcrnnunt of that fociety of which he is a inemt)er, unlcfs in- 
capcK. itatcd. 

** Refcilvetl, That nothing but non-age, a privation of reafon, 
or an rjffence againfl the general rules of fociety, can incapacitate 
liini. 

** Rrfolvcd, That it is no lefs die right than the duty oi 
every citizen to krej) a wat<:hful eye on the government of hij 
cvuntry, that the Iaw:» by being multiplied do not degenerate 

into 
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into oppreffion; and that thofe who are intrufted witli the go- 
vernment do not fubftitute private intereft for public advantage. 
" Refolved, That the people of Great Britain arc not pro- 
perly reprefented in Parliament. 

" Refolved, -That in confcquence, of a partial, unequal, and 
inadequate reprefentation, together v^ ith the corrupt method in 
which reprefentatives are eledled, oppreffive taxes, unjuft laws, 
reftriftions of liberty, and wafting the public money, have 
enfued. 

" Rdblved, That the only remedy to thofe evils is a fair and 
impartial reprefentation of the people in Parliament. 

" Refolved, That a fair and impartial reprefentation can ne- 
ver take place until partial privileges are abolifhed; and the 
ftrong temptations held out to eledtors affords a prefumptive proof 
that the reprefentatives of this country feldom procure a feat in 
Pariiament from the unbought fufFrages of a free people. 

" Refolved, That this fociety do exprefs their abhorrence of 
tumult and violence ; and that, as they aim at Reform (not 
anarchy) reafon, firmnefs, and unanimity be the only arms they 
employ, or perfuade their fellow citizens to exert, againft abufe 
of power. 

"■ ** Ordered, That the fccretary of this fociety do communicate 
Sie aforegoing to the Societies for Conftiturional Information 
eftablifhed in London, Manchefter, and Sheffield. 
" By order of the Committee, 

(Signed) " T. Hardy, Secretary." 
Q. (To Mr. Woodfall^ JJiewhig him a fiajicr.) Tell me if that 
paper is in Mr. Tooke's hand-writing ? 
A, The whole of the paper is not. 

Q. Look at thofe words, " Thomas Hardy, Secretary," and 
tell me whofe hand- writing they are ? 
A, Mr. Tooke's. 

Mr. Attorney General. I fhall call Maclean to prove he found, in 
the poffeffion of Mr. Adams, the rough draft of thefe refolutlons, 
l^erc ftated to be fent to the London Correfponding Society, 
andthe rough draft, figned T. Hardy, Secretary, is found to be 
Mr. Tooke's writing. 

Mr. Tooke. It certainly is my writing, but will you not 
prove who figned John Cartwright at the bottom of tlie other. 
' Mr. Attorney General. Q. (To Maclean.) Wh-^rc did you find 
"^^t? (Piewinghim a fiaper.) 
A* I found it in the pofTefllon of Mr. Adams. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
" Refolved, That the Secretary of this Society do exprefs to 
J^ Correfponding Society, the extreme fatisfadtion which we 
have received by the above conMnunication ; and to affure them 

of 



142 THE TRIAL OF 

of our defire to continue to correfpond and co-operate wii 
them for the purpofc of obtaining a fair reprefentation of tt 
people in Parliament. 

*' Rcfolved, That the anniverfary dinner of this fociety I 
held, on Friday the 13th April, at the London Tavern, Biihop 
gate-ftreet. 

(Signed) " John Cartwkight, Chairman." 

Q. (To Mr, Maclean.) Where did you find that letter ? (JhruL 
tng him a fia/ier,) 

A, That I found alfo in the poffeffion of Mr. Adams. 

Q. (To Mr. Woodfall. ) Whofc hand- writing is that ? 

A. This I believe to be Mr. Tooke's. 

Mr. Tooke, That is all my writing. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
*' Sir, No date. 

** I am direded by the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and to exprefs to 
you the very great pleafure and fatisfaftion which they received 
from your communication — the fociety have unanimoully eleded 
(here follows the names of the Jierfons elc^ed) as aflociated hono- 
rary members of this fofiety, and we flatter ourfelves, that when- 
ever any bufinefs or other occafions fhall lead any of thofegen* 
tlcmen to London, they will be kirid enough to tionour die fo- 
ciety by their prefence, and give us an opportunity of cementii^ 
that friend/hip between us, which all zealous friends of public 
firecdom and happinefs of mankind ought to feel and expraifiNr 
each other. (Signed) D. Adams. 

" P. S. I am dcfired by Mr. Home Tooke, to requeftyoB 
will furnifli each honorary member with the books that accoiiH 
pany this letter." 

" At a meeting held at the Secretary's Houfe, Tookc's Court; 
Chancery Lane, London, Friday, 20th April, 1792. 

*• A declaration from a fociety in ^outhwark \vas read, ilJ 
a motion made, that tlie fame fliould lie on the table till Fribf 
next, which paflcd in the negative. A motion was then mafc 
that the faid paper be now read a fecond time, in order for pub- 
lication, which paflTcd in the affirmative, and that the following 
refolutions be publifhcd. ' 

" Refolved, 'i'hat the thanks of the Society be given to the 
Southwark Society, for the following communication^ and that ; 
it be publifhcd in the papers. 

•* At a meeting at the Three Tuns Tavern, Southwark, Api* 
19th, 1792. Samuel Favcl in the chair. 
•* Refolved, That we do now form ourfelves into a Socitff 
for the diiFuiion of political knowledge. 
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" Rcfolved, That the fociety be denominated the Friends of 
the People. ' 

r..- kl " Rdblved,^ That the following be the declaration of this 
■ Society." 

ExtraH from Declaration, 
OS.'' I " Confiderine that ignorance, forgetfulnefs, or contempt 
of the rights of men, are the fole caufcs of public grievances, 
and the corruption of government, tliis fociety, formed for the 
purpofe of invert igating and aflcrting tliofc rights, and of unit- 
ing our efforts with others of our fellow citizens for correcting 
national abufes, and reftraining unneceflary and exhorbitant tax- 
ation, do hereby declare — 

** I ft, That the great end of civil fociety is general hap- 
pincfs. 

) dare. " adly, That no form of government is good any further than 

I .,j;,nr: ^ fecures that objeft. 

xprcfj " jdly, That all civil and political authority is derived from 

j-p^pi'c Ae people. 

,vclci5 " 4thly, That equal aftive citizcnflilp is the unalienable 

cd ho:> fight of all men ; minors, criminals, and infane perfons ex- 
:i:vb «^. 

hc'ie;'-' " 5tWy, That the exercife of that right, in appointing an 
rthi:- adequate reprefentative Government, is tlie wUcft device of 
.^^^r:: hooian policy, and the only fccurity of national freedom." 
(.tpj Further Extra^l from the fame Pa her, 

\^:6y^ " Wc call upon our fellow citizens, of all defcriptions, to in- 

^^4. ftitute linular focietiesyir the fame greut pur/iofe ; and ive recom- 
•nueiV' ^^ ^ general corref/iondence with each other y and with the So- 
at ic:- ^ fi^ Conjiitutionl Information at London^ as the bcfi means of 
cmentingthe common union^and of dircding with greater energy our 
e's C:.' ^ted efforts to the fame common ohjetis. 

" By order of the Committee, 

(Signed)" A. C. Russel." 
** At a Meeting held at the Secretary's houfe, Tooke's Court, 
Chancery Lane, April 27, 1792. 
" Read the following letter, addreffcdto tlie Society called the 
Friends of the People, affociated for Conftitutional Reform, af- 
fanbled at Free Mafons Tavern. 
" Sir, 
** By the Society for Conftituti(jnal Information, I am com- 
manded to exprefs to you the fatisfadion that its members feel 
<tothe inftitution of your Society. 

" That the Houfe of Commons iilelf, which is the very fub- 
j^ to be reformed, fliould have furniihed a part of tliis iliength, 
?ay ultimately afford important advantages to the public. IJiit 
* muft not, Sir, be difguifcd, that at firft this circumftance will 

neceffarily 
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iiereflTyrllv be accompanied with doubts, with fufpicior 
r;; ; rflicniioiiS. It is not. Sir, the firft time that numbers 
II .:." hiVc profeffld themfclves Reformers: It is not i 
ti J '.; [\u .* rhry h-jivc entered into prpular affociations. B^l 
t}]. . . ..i: I. '.is cccjifion, prove faithfully inftrumental in c) 
a ;L.t;/'::.Mi: jI Reform in the Rcprefenttition of the Pcop 
the (IviniTion of Parliaments, it will be the firft time tl 
naii';»i liUth found itfelf in an error, when it placed cor 
in iirociated Members of Parliament, for the recoveries 
coi;rtituti(nial and incftimable rights of the people. Tin 
loft rights of reprcfentatiun, are rights. Sir, which in tn 
not ♦© be recovered but by the exertions and unanimity 
people thcmfelves. Impieflcd with this great truth, it h 
an invariable objcfl: of this fociety, * to revive in the 
of the commonalty at large, a knowledge of their loft 
rcfpcfting the clcflion and duration of the Repref 
Body ;' — and we doubt not that your fociety will fee t] 
dom of purfuing a like courfe. May it tafte of the del 
diffufmg this knowledge ; may it reap the honours of 
fortli the energies of the nation ! 

** When this fociety, Sir, contemplates that flood < 
and truth, which, under a benign Providence, is now fv 
from the earth defpotifm in all its forms, and infringer 
rights in all its degrees, to make way for freedom, juft ice, 
and human happinefs ; and when it fees your fociety an 
ilfclf to the world as the Friends of the People ; it reft>» j 
that this new inftitution abundantly partakes of that ligl 
it embraces that truth, and it will adl up to the facred 
that friendfliip which it profefles, by nobly carting from i 
difdain, all ariftocratic referves, and fairly and honeftly cc 
ing for the people's rights in their full extent. 

" Here, Sir, be affured, lies all yourftrcngth. Yo 
boaft of names, of wealth, of talents, and even of prin 
but without the fellowfliip of t^ie people, underftandii 
feeling their immediate intcreft in the conteft, your aflb( 
w henever it grapples with that powerful defpopfm to whi 
oppofed, and to which a conftitutional cloak gives 
ftrcngth, will moft affuredly crumble to duft. 

** Here, Sir, it is with peculiar fatisfa£lion that the i 
for Conftitutional Information can exprefs its belief, tha 
own unequivocal * Declaration of Rights, without wh 
Englilhman can be a free man, nor the Englifti nation 
p«'ople,' it owes that confidence, on the part of all true f 
to a fubftantial Reform of Parliament, which, in all per 
tiie fociety's cxiftence it has invariably experienced. 
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'* This fliort declaration, containing no more than four dif- 
St propoiitions, fatisfied the people that the fociety affumed 
t the office of Reformer without knowing with precifion 
«lt wanted reform ; nor the charaifter of Friend, without 
inifefting that fincerity which gave proof of its attachment. 

left to luch reformers as Mr. Burke to talk of the people's 
terries, and at the fame time to deny or explain away their 
jhts* 

" This fociety, Sir, trufts that the purity of principle which 
hiated individual members of Parliament, who joined the 
Fociations that have been fpoken of, will in no degree be afFe£led 
rthe obfervations that have been made upon the infufficiency of 
ofe aflbciations. But, convinced that a ftrong impreflion ftill 
mains upon the minds of the people, that in general perfons 
ho have long been accuftomed to hold feats in the Houfe of 
bmmons under the prefent abufes in the reprefentation, and 
iofe connexions are all ariftocratic, muft be alfo more than 
len, at once and completely to facrifice both prejudice and un- 
warrantable power at the altar of freedom ; — this fociety, con- 
ioced, I fay, Sir, of the exiftcnce of this impreflion, would not 
ifer its delicacy to Hand in the way of its duty on this impor- 
int occafion ; but determined \\ ith the franknefs belonging to 
ncere affc(9:ion, to warn its new brethren againft a danger to 
^hich they might other wife become expofed through mere inad- 
ertency. 

" That the diftinguiflied perfons who have adorned the fenate, 
ndnow adorn your fociety, may be found equal to the fublime 
&rts of virtue which their fituation now demands, and may 
n that account receive the bleflings of their country and of 
nankind to the lateft poflerity, is the fmcere, the ardent wifh of 
lie Society for Conftitutional Information ! In whofe name I 
ave the honour to fubfcribe myfelf, with- great regard, &c. 

" Refolved, That the faid letter be figned by the chairman of 
& meeting, and fent to the faid fociety at their next general 
aeeting." 

Mr. Bower. Who figns it ? 

Clerk of the Arraigns, Nobody. 

2- Who was chairman ? 

A. Major Cartwright in the chair. 

2- (7<7 Mr. Maclean^ JJievcing him ajiajier.) Did you find 
liat among Mr. Adams's papers ? 

A. Yes, I found it there. 
^ [Riad by the Clerk of the Court.) 

-opy of a letter from Lord John Ruflell, to J. Cartwright, Efq. 
thairmunofthe fociety for Conftitutional Information. 

T " SiK, 
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" t'ully rcnfiblc that the Society for Conftitutional Infoms^ 
tion, have made no facrihce to delicacy in their addrefs to us, W 
on our part fliall afl'ccl no difguife. % '- 

** A'^oliintary affociations not being armed with public author 
rity, have no force but that of truth, no hope of fuccefs but 
the ftrength of rcafon, and tlie concurrence of the public. 

" We profefs not to entertain a wilh, * that tlie great plan of 
public benefit which Mr. Paine has fo powerfully recommended 
will fpeedily be carried into effcfl:,' nor to ainufc our fellow-cki-' 
zcns witli the magnificent promife of obtaining for them * die 
rights of the people in their /w// extent,' — the indehnite language ol 
delulion, which by opening unbounded prcjfpe<£ls of political ^ 
adventure tends to dcftroy that public opinion which is the fup-'S 
port of all free governments, and to excite a fpirit of innovation' ^ 
of which no vvilUom can forcfec the cfFecSts, and no fkill dirtft^ 
the courfe. We view man as he is, the creature of habit, ai ^ 
will as of rcafon. We tiiink it therefore our bounden dutytlHj 
pi' .])ole no extreme changes, which, however fpecious in tll^* , 
ory, can never be ace omplilhed without violence tq the fettkd.! 
opinions of mankind, nor attempted witliout endangering fomr^ 
of the moft eilimable advantages which we confcucdly cnjof.*j 
We are ccnvimcd tliat the people bear a fixed attachment to the 
happy form of our government, and the genuine principles of 
i)UT confiitution ; tlicle we cheriih as objefls of juft aUR^dioOi 
not fnjm any implicit reverence, or habitual fuperftition, but as 
inilituiions bed calculaied to produce tiie happincfs of man in 
1 ivli foclciy : and it is bccaufe we are c(^nvinced tliat ubufcs arc 
undci mining and corrupting them, that we have aflbciatcd lor 
the pufervaiion of tiiole piinciples. 

" AV'e wilh to reform tlie conftitution, becaufe we wi/hta 
j)rcferve it. 

" AirvHutions formed in the face of power, in oppofitkm to 
the intercJls iA' our prefcnt K-glflators, evince that ituthiJuJ 
Iccurity, and /v'^^.W iiidL'pcnc:'.*nce, are already cflablilhcd b]f 
our law.s. 

" 'J 'he immt nfe accumulation of debt, the enormous tax- 
a:i«,:i oriVventccn n.ill:<;ns (A i.nnual rewuuc, demonflratc diaf 
r!i*. i^Jl-tih-e interelh of the community have been ncglcflcdor 
bL-iravcfl. 

** We bjlleve the dcfL»flive conftitution of the affcmbljt 
inirultcd with the pul^lic purfc, in be the real fource of thb 
evil. U itli this view we h".e plcdo^cd ourlclves to attempt* 
timely andfalutury rcf.)rm, acilicriiie, in every racafure wc may 
lake, tothvi funilamriKal principlLb ot tlie conllitution. Ac-conl- 
11*^ to tli'-)fc at kziowle.l^^cd pi iuclplcs, the people have a pcrfco 

^rigte 
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jflefe an organ, by which the public mind may fpeak 
on ; and to bind their reprefentatives to the- intereft of 
; community, by a frequent renovation of the truft. 
efts accomplifhed, we believe' abufes will find no pro- 
a genuine reprcfentation of the people : that regula- 
adapted to the public happinefs will be gradually infufed 
iws, through the known channels of Icgiflation ; and 
igitated minds of men, refuming their confidence in 
t, will fubfide into a calm expeftation of redrefs, with- 
ting the principles of violating the form of the confti- 

(B, as we think, are the views of men detefting anarchy^ 
; friends of the people. Your letter appears to us to be 
ith a view to create diftruft of our defigns, to infinuate 
fincerity, and to excite an early fufpicion of our prin- 
the minds of the people. Wc have not, however, 

1 anfwer, to difclaim what we condemn, to avow our 
Is, from the purfuit of which we will not fufFer our- 
)e diverted by any controverfy. We mull: beg leave, 
le time, to decline all future intercourfe with a fociety 
ws and objedls, as far as we can colleft them from 
js refolutions and proceedings which have been pub- 

2 cannot help regarding as irreconcilable with thofe 
jfts on which you profefe to inform and enlighten the 

(Signed) 

'* John Russell, Chairman, 
■eeman's Tavern, 
'day, May 12, 1792.'* 

Mr. Maclean') Did you find that among Mr. 
)apers ? [Jhewing him a paper.) 
s. Sir. 

• Mr. WoodfalU fiewing him afiaper.)^ Look at that 
ere is an alteration ; tell me whofe h^nd that is in ? 
dy. Sir, it is a little difficult to decide; it is, not very 
ntten. 

hofe do you believe It to be ? 
ooks like Mr. Tooke's. 
ooke. It is certainly mine. , 

'^rejident. Does the witnefs fay he believes it to be 
>ke*s writing ? 

}. I fay it is diflScult to decide ; but I rather believe it 
hand-writing. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
John Broughton, Chairman, 24th March,* 1792 ; 
addrefTed to the Conftitutional Society. 

T 2 "At 
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" At a mc^tinguafcthe Delegates of the United Conftitution 

Societies, held 24th March, 1792," 

Lord Prcftdait. Is that the part that is altered ? 
Clerk of the Arraigns, March 1792, is altered. 
Lord Prejident, What was the other ? , 
y/. The other was ultimo. 
. Mr. Bower, It was ultimo at the time when firft taken in 
confideration, but not being refolved upon as to the time i 
alterations^ took place ; that is the meaning of the alteration, 
wa^ taken into confideration on the 4th of May. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court J 
<* At a meeting of the Delegates of the United Confiitutior 
Societies, held the 24th of March, 1792, at the Wh< 
of Fortune, Saint Edmunds, in the city of Norwich, it n 
unanimouUy agreed to communicate to the gentlemen 
* the London Society for Conftilutional Information the fi 

lowing refolutions : 
** I ft. We are happy to fee the fuccefs of the Sheffield S 
ciety for Conftitutional Reform, and approve of the dtlfgath 
which yoH and they have made, in order to form a plan of getm 
information ; .we humbly beg that you would grant to us I 
fame favour ; and it is our wiih that all the Societies of a fimi 
kind in England were only fo many members y7/w/^/^ andind 
folubly united in one jiolitical body, 

" 2dlv. We believe that inftrufting the people in polili 

knowleage, and in their natural and inherent rights as men, 

- . the only cfFeiStual way to obtain the grand objedt of reform ; 1 

/iwP..' men need only be made acquainted with the abufes of gova 

lucnt, and they will readily join in every lawful means to obD 

redrcfs. We have the pleafure to inform you that our ! 

.cieties confift oi fome hundreds \ and Jiew Societies are freqwn 

' formings "JU'hich^ by Delegates, fireferve a mutual inter cvmjtvi 

*: each other for infiruiiion and information \ and the greatcft a 

has been taken to prcferve order and regularity at our nncetin 

to convince the world that riot and diforder are no parts of c 

political creed. 

** 3diy. We believe, and are firmly pcrfuadcd, that R 
Burke (the once friend of liberty) has traduced the greateft a 
m<jft glorious Revolution ever recorded in the annals of hiAo; 
We thank Mr. Burke for the political difcuiTion provok 
and by which he has opened unto us the dawn of a gloric 
day. 

** 4ihlv. To Mr. Thomas Paine our thanks arc cfpecia 
clue, for his firft and fecond jiarts of the Rights of Man \ and * 
fincerely wilh that he may live to fee his labours cro'Xned u 
fuccefs in the general diffufion ff liberty and halijunefs among m 
kind, 

.* 5* 
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** 5thly. We view, with concern, the late difcovcries relative 
to the Weftminfter eledlion, in 1788; and conceive oud'clves, 
and all true friends of freedom, under great obligations to Meffrs. 
Thomfon, Wyndham, Francis, Taylor, and all the noble and 
fpirited MINORITY, for their exertions in order to difcovcr 
the true fource of that abominable and iniquitous procedure. 

" 6thly. We congratulate our brethren in the various parts 
of the kingdom, on the progrcfs of political knowledge, and 
eameftiy entreat them to encreafe their ajfcciations^ in order to 
form one grand and extcnjive union of all the friends of general li- 
ber ty. And we hope the time is not far diftant, when die people 
, of England wiU be equally and faithfully rcprcfcnted in par- 
liament. 

*' Signed by Order, 

" J. B ROUGH TON, Chairmah.'* 

Q. (To Mr, Maclean^ JJiev:ing him a Jia/icr.) Did you find 
that letter among Mr. Adams's papers ? 

A Yes, Sir. 
* Q. (7i Mr, JVoodfalU Picv:ing him a Jiaper.) Shall I trouble 
you to fay whether the dcrcriptions of the j)cri()ns at the end 
of the letter are in the hand-writing of the prifoner ? 

A, Yes, they are. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
Dated Norwich, April 26, 1792, figned T. GOFF, Cliair- 
man, addrcffcd to John Cartwright, Efq. Tooko'S Court, 
Chancery Lane, London. 
** To the London Society for Conftitutional Information. 

" The Norwich Revolution Society wifhes to open a com- 
munication with you at this time, when corruption has acquired 
a publicity in the Senate, which exafts from the honour of the 
Britifh nation rrnewed exertions for Parlian^entary Reform. — 
Without pre-judging the probable event of fuch an application to 
the legiflature, this fociety is willing to circulate the information, 
and to co-operate in the mcafures that may feem beft adapted to 
further fo defirable and fo important an end. It is willing to 
hope the redrefs of every exifling grievance at the hands of a go- 
vernment refulting from an extraordinary convocation, in 1688, 
of all who had at any preceding time being cledted reprcfenta- 
tives of the people, afTifted by the hereditary counfellors of the 
nation, and a peculiar deputation from the metropolis, which Na- 
tional Conftituting Aflembly cafliicred, for mifconduft, a King 
of die Houfe of Stuart. 

" The opinions and principles of this focicty are beft explained 
by an appeal to their literary reprefentatives. To James Mac- 
kmtofh, author of the Vindicae Gallica?, this fociety offers the 
\ribm of its afi/irQtation and gratitude, tor the knowledge, the 

eloquence, 
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eloquence, and pliilofophical fpirit with, which he has exjilained^ 
defended^ and commended the revolution of Trance, It hciitates to 
airent to this only of his opinions, that *' there are hut two in- 
tcrcfls in focicty, thofe bf die Rich and thofc of the Poor." — 
\i fo, what chance have the latter? Surely the intercfts of all 
the induftriouR, from the richeft merchant to the pooreft me- 
chanic, iirc in every community the fame — to leffcn the numbers 
of the unpnjduftive, to whofe maintenance they contribute, and 
to do away fuch inftitutions and imports as abridge the means of 
maintenance, by rehfting tiic demand for labour, or by (haring 
its reward ; as the means moft conducive to this comprehenfivc 
end, the Norwich Revolution Society defires an equitable reprc- 
icntaticm of the j)Cople. 

*' The Rights r,f AUnu by Thomas Paine ^ and the advice to the 
Privilcdgcd Orders, by Joel Barlow, have alfo been read with 
attention, and circulated with avidity. They point out with 
clearnefs moft of the abufes which have accumulated under th<; 
Rritijh Government ; they attack with energy mojl of the pre- 
judiccs which have tended to perpetuate them. 

" Internally, our fociety is thus organized: — any perfon pro* 
pofcd and feconded by a member is received, on paying an ad- 
iniflion fine, and obliging himfelf to an annual contribution to- 
ward the purchafe of books for the ufe of the Society^ and for 
inculcation anaong the confederated clubs. The members af- 
femble twice monthly, A committee of corref/iondence is periodi- 
cally clcdled by ballot, to feleft books, and to conduft other li- 
terary bufmefs. A committee of twelve is /leriodically named by ac- 
clamation to attend feve rally the meetings of the various confederated 
clubs, which are invited in like manner to depute a member to the 
monthly meetings of this : Thefe clubs are now feven in numbeff 
and more arc expedted to announce their adherence. The Nor- 
wich Revolution Society propofmg to extend this form of cos^ 
bination, recommends for admiflion into tlie London S Jcicty for 
Conftitutional Information the following 12 i>crl'ons : 

( Signed) T. GofF, Chairman. 
** Cieorge Watfon, Charles Baihamy 
" Mark Wilks, Henry Rolcnfon, 

** Norwich, &c. &c. 

** April 2()!h, 1792." 
" At a meeting held at the Secretary's Houfe, Tooke*s Court, 

Ciianccry Lane, London, May 4, lyQi, Mr. J. H. 

'I\)oke, rrefident — Mr. Martin, of Richmond Buiulings, 

Dean Street, Soho, propofed as an honorary member by 

Mr. Tpokc, and feconded by Mr. Froft. 
«* Read the following letters from the Rvrvolutlon and Confti- 
tutional *oocLctics at Noiwich." 

Uri 
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Lsrd Prejtdcnt. What are the two letters ? 

Mr. 'Bqzver. The two letters vce have read. 
fRead by the Clcrh of the Court,) 

" Refolved, That this focietv receives the above communication 
with the mpft heart-felt fatisfadtion, and defires moft eameftly 
to concur sftid co-operate wich tliofe focieties in their laudable 



" Refolved, That the Secretary do inform them of the fame, 
and that this fociety has unanimoiifly eleded twelve members of 
die Norwfch focieties to be affociated members of this fociet^^" 

Mr. Bower. (Q. To Mr, IVoodfally Jhexving him a /la/icr.) f 
'wifh you to fee if anv part of thofe corrections are in Mr- 
Home Tooke's hand-writing? 
A. There is one line in the firft page, that is all. 
Lord Prejident. Where was that letrer found ? 
Mr. Bower. It was found among Martin's papers. • 
Lord Prejident. Is it a letter piirj)ortIng to be from Martin ? 
Mr. Bower. It is the draft of a letter. 

Lord Prejident. What is it that is in Mr. Tooke's hand- 
writing? 

Clerk of Arraigns, The w^ords are, " Gentlemen, who are 
Aemfelves fo highly approved by the public." Tliofc words 
areinferted, inftead of the words, " learned men." 
[Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
« Sir, 
" I have before me your favour of the 14th Inft. informing 
me, that at a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation, held laft Friday, 1 wasunanmioufly clcfted an honorary 
/ member ; I beg you will OiUirc the fociety I elleem tliis honour 
as it ought to be eftcemed b%' me. 1 have the honour to know 
hut few of the members ; 1 cannot prefume this imputable to 
private.individuals ; and am far from prefuming my conduQ to 
be futh as to attradl the notice of gentlemen fo hignly approved 
of bv the public." 

Mr. Attorney General, Now read the proceedings of the i ith 
of May ? It may be material to mention, that tlie dinner club 
began on the lilof June, 1792. 

{Read by the Clerk cf the Court,) 
" At a meeting held Friday, nth May, 1792, at the Secretary's 
Houfe, Tooke's Court, Chancery Lane, London; Mr, 
Tooke, Prefident. 
, ** Refolved, That there be a communication from this So- 
^ety with the Society of the Friends of the Conftitution at 
*aris, known by the name of the Jacobins. 

t." Read the following Addrefs from this Society to the So- 
ciety of Friends of the Conftitution at Paris, called' the Jacobins. 
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" Brothers^ and Fellow Citizens of the Worlds 

" The cordial and afFedlionate reception with which yoa 
have honoured our worthy countrj^men, Mr. Thomas Coopci 
and Mr. James Walt, members of the Society of ' Manchefber 
and united with our Society, has been communicated to usb^ 
the correfpondence of thofe gentlemen. 

'* In ofl'ering you our congratulations on the glorious Revc^ 
lution which your nation has accompliihed, we fpeak the Ian 
guage which only fmcerity can dicjbate. 

** The formality of Courts affords no example to us"; to d 
otfi" thoughts juftice, we give to the heart tlie liberty it deligtxi 
in, and hail you as brothers. 

" It is not among the Icaft of the revolutions which rime i 
unfolding to an aftonifhed world, that two nations, nuirfed b' 
ibme wretched craft in reciprocal hatred, fhould fo fuddenlj 
break their common odious chain, and rufh into amity. 

" The principle that can produce fuch an effeft is the ofl^ 
fpring of no earthly court ; and whilft it exhibits to us the cx- 
penlive iniquity of former politics, it enables us, with bold fe- 
licity, to fay, we have done with them ! 

" In contemplating the political condition of nations, we can- 
not conceive a more diabolical fyftem of governme^it, than that 
which has hitherto been generally praflifed over the world: To 
feed the avarice and gratify the wickcdnefs of ambition, the fra- 
ternity of the human race has been deftroycd ; as if the focral 
nations of the earth had been created by rival Gods. Man hai 
not confidered man as the work of one Creator. 

" The political inftitutions under which he lias lived have 
been counter to whatever religion he profcfled. 

" In^cad of that univerfal benevolence which the morality 
of every known religion declares, he has been politically bred w 
confider his ipeties as his natural enemy, and to defcribe. virtue* 
and vices by a geographical chart. 

'* The principles we now deckire are not peculiar to the So- 
ciety that addrcfl'es you ; they are evicnding iliemfelves, with ac- 
cumulating force, through every part of our country, and derive 
ftrength from an union of caufes which no other principles' 
lidmit. 

" The religious friend of man, of every denomination,- re- 
cords tlicm as his own ; they animate the lover of rational libciiv; 
and thcv cheriih the heart 0/ the poor, now bending under an 
Oppreilioii of taxes, by a profpCsft of relief. 

" \Vc have ai^ai nil us only iliat fanic cnfmy which is the 
enemy of judice in all countries— a licrd of courtiers fattening 
gn the fpoil of the public. 

*« It would have given an acUlitional triumph to our congratu- 
lations, if the equal rights of man (\\hich aic the foundation of 

your 
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TOur declaration of rights) llad been recognized by the govern- 
ments around you, and tranquility eftablillied in all : But if def- 
potilms be ftill rel'ervcd, to exhibit by conlpiracy and combina- 
tion, a further example of infamy to future ages^ tJiat power tliat 
difpofes of events bell: know s Lhe means of making that example 
finally beneficial to his creatures. 

" We have beheld your peaceable principles infulted by 
fefpotic ignorance. We have feen the right hand of fellow Ihip, 
.vhich you hold out to the world, rejefted by thofe who riot on 
ts plunder : We now behold you a nation provoked into de- 
"ence ; and we can fee no mode of defence equal to that of eila- 
>lilhing the general freedom of Europe. 

•* In this beft of caufes we wiih you fuccefs. Our hearts go 
ivith you ; and in faying this, we believe we utter the voice of 
millions." 

" Refolved, That the above addrefs be ligned by the cli air- 
man, and that Mr. J. H. Tooke be requeued to tranfmit it, 
with all poffible difpatch, to Mr. James Watt, at Paris. 

" Refolved, That the faid addrels be read a fecond time at the 
next meeting, for publication.'* 

" At a meeting held fViday, May i8th, 1792, at the Crown 
and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Mr. Tooke prefent." 
' Lord Prejident, - Was Tooke and Martin both prefent ? 
Clerk of Arraigns. Yes, my Lord, both prefent. 
" Read, a fecond time, the Addrefs to the Friends of the 
Conftitution, at Paris, known by tlie: name of the Jacobins, 
and ordered to be.publiihed in the papers. 

" Read the following letter from Mr. Paine, acquainting the 
Society that he is proceeding to bring out a cheap edition Qi the 
firft and fecond parts of the Rights of Man. 

" Refolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoft aid 
towards fupporting thd rights of the nation." 

" Sir, London, May i8th, 1792. 

" The honourable patronage which the Society for Confti- 
tutional Information has repeatedly given to the work, intituled 
* Rights of Man,' renders it incumbent on me to conununi- 
cate to them whatever relates to the progrefs of thofe works. 

** A great number of letters, from various parts of the country, 
have come to me, exprelfing an earnell delire that the firft and 
fccond parts of ' Rights of Man' could be rendered more ge- 
nerally ufeful, by printing them in a cheaper manuer than tiiey 
have hitherto been. As thofe requclls were frotn perfons to 
whom the purchafe at the prefent price is inconvenient, I took 
die proper means for complying wida their requcft. 

U "I ani. 
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*' r am fince infonrxd that the Miiiiftry intend Iriuping a 
j)r(jfc( Mlicji ; aiuhis a ni.Mon (as well the potr as the lich) has u 
r'ly^ht to know v. hat ii:ry works are that jmc made the .uhject of 
a pnifeciiiion, rlio j;ef.ing (.nt a ei.e.'i) ediiion is, I c nnccivc, 
reiidcRd more iiv(.cfr rv ih'Mi hef/,re, as a means iowai(!s liip- 
portin;^ that lij^lii ; - iii.d I hnve tlie pleaUiie of. inforiiiiiig tile 
So( ill',', that J am pioctediii;^ v\ ith hie woik. 
'' 1 j;m, 2cc. 

*' Thomas Paine. 
<* To the Chiilnnati of ilic So' irty for 

C'onflitLtioiial InfyiiLiaiioii." 

«* The So(i(iy took into conf'^Arati^'ii the contents of tW^ 
afoi'.;f:»id letter, rsnd eanvr to the if.llowij^;; reiolutions : 

" Pvcfcilved, That the thanks ot iliis S-xjieiy he given to M - 
'I'lioinas Paine, for tli*- cr;:nmiisieatio!i lie has made, and for d "a 
patriotic difinn.n.nedner maniielled «hei( in. 

*' Refolved, That this Society wiil tontribute its iitmod a^ i 
towards fniJ'poriiiij; the rij^his of tlie na»i(/*i, and the fieedom of t"^i 
prels and him who has io effentially and fuccdsfnlly coninbutr«» 
to both. 

** Refolved, That the right of invefligating principles a. m/ 
fyfleini ()( government is one of thefe rif^hts ; and that the worlcs 
ot any author, which cannot be refuted by reafon, cannot, on tTjc 
prJTir iples of good government, or of connnon fenfe, l)C madcrAe 
fubjeci of a profec ution. 

*' Refolved, 'J hat the cx( effive taxes which this country pav.f, 
being now fevenieen milli(ins annually, (^ive an addicirmal motive 
for the exen ife of this rijdit, and render it at the fame timet 
in'»re immediate duty the natH^u owes to itfelf, to enter upon and 
proinf^fi: all fuch in vel ligations. 

** RefcJved, Thiit a comnfittee be appointed to enquire into 
the rumour of the above-memioned profeculion ; and to report 
thf:r'*on to the Sr ciety at its nexi m< etini';. 

'* Rtlolved, That a (opv of Mr. Pa ine's letter, together with 
thefe refoluti</!is, be iriinhniitrd U) a*'l the affociated Societies in 
town and country ; and rhai this Sr/cjcty do congratulate them 
on the firm ji!id (orderly fpirir, and uanquil perfevcrance, mani- 
fefled in all their piocccdings, and exhort them to a fteady coiui- 
nuance therein. 

*' RefolvMl, T'hat 3,GC0 coj)iesof the above letter and rcfolu- 
tions be piinrrd, for the ufe of this Society." 

yJ/;. JJoj.rr. Thd'e arc the minutes of thr- Refcdutions proved 
to be I iAH'tUd by Mr. 'J'ooke, in his hand- writing. 

Q, (To Ah. MtuUim^ JJuivhig him fome pajicrs.j Did you 
iuv\ \\ir\\\ at Mr. AdaiUo's houfc? 

A Yes Sii. 
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Q. (To Mr. IVoodfalL) Look at that, (Jliewing him a //>J7- 

ir) whofe hand wiiting is that — and is that Mr. Tooke's ? 
(Jiewing another fiajicr,) 

A, I believe them both to be Mr. Tooke's — there are two 
^ords " Free Nation," and the other Hne of Mr. Tooke's hand- 
^vriting. 

Mr. Bower. It is only proving the rough draft that '\% 
altered. 

Lard Prejident. The rough draft fhould be read, if you mean 
to bring it home to the Prifoner. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

" The Society took into confideration the contents of the 
aforefaid letter, and came to the following Refolutions : 

" Refolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to 
Thomas Paine for the communication he has made, and for 
the patriotic difmtercftednefs manifefted therein. 

" Refolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoft aid 
towards Supporting the Rights or the Nation, and the Freedom 
of the Prefs, and him who has fo effentially and fuccefsfuUy con- 
tributed to both. 

" Refolved, That the rights of inveftigating principles and 
fyfteras of governments, is one of thofe rights ; and that the 
works of any author, which cannot be refuted by reafon, can- 
not, by the principle of good government or common fenfe, be 
made the fubjedl of a profecution. 

^ Refolved, That the exceflive taxes which this country pays, 
being now fcventeen millions annually, give an additional motive 
for the exercife of this right, and render it at the fame time a 
n^ore immediate duty the nation owes to itfclf, to enter upon and . 
promote all fuch inveftigations. 

" Refolved, That a committee be appointed to enquire into 
the rumour of the above-mentioned profecution ; and to report 
thereon to the Society at its next meeting. 

" Refolved, I'hat a copy of Mr. Paine's letter, together with 
thefe refolutions, be tranfmitted to all the aflbciated Societies in 
town and country ; and that this Society do congratulate them on 
the firm and orderly fpirit, and tranquil perfeverancc manifefted 
in all their proceedings, and exhort them to a fteady continuance 
therein, 

1792, May 22d — Argus, . - - il. 4s'. 

23d — Argus, - - - 4I. los. 6d. 
25th— Morning Chronicle, 1 1. 4s. 
—Herald and World, il. 5s. 

" Struck out a note in the margin — returned, declined to infert 
any of the Societies publications. — Oracle, il. 5s. — Gazetteer, 
il. 5s.— Struck out— rcciirned, wrote in the margin." 

U % « At 
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** At a meeting, held Friday, 25th May, 1792, at the Crot^'il 

and Anrhgr Tavern, Strand ; prefent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. 

*' Refolved, That 6000 more copies of bills, direfted at the 

laft meeting, be printed ; that ico he fent to each of the twelve 

aflfociated members of the ShefFeld Conllitutional Societies; loO 

to each of the twelve aflbciatcd members of the Norwich Con- 

fritutional Society ; 200 to each of the otlier Societies correfpond- 

ing with this Society ; 200 to Derby ; and 200 to Eeipar." ^ 

Mr. GoLDNEY called. 

Mr. G'lhbs. My Lord, tliis was his private book in which he 
kept his private account. 

Mr. Tookc, 1 beg pardon, wc confefs the payment of our debts. 

Mr. Gihhs, The account book is to be entered. 

Mr. Evjkhu. Mr. Tooke admits they paid dieir debts ; I 
wiih evcr\; body could admit as much. 

Mr. iiibha, ' 1 objcd to it. 

'^Ir, J lijr ice Lawrence, If he fays, whatever is marked as 
paid in that book, was paid by him, he proves it. 

Lord Pre fide fit. You have not rcc(^llecled what was faid by 
him, that all the difburfements were paid bv him r 

Mr. Attorney General, There is for printing Paine's letter, 
and the addrcfs to the Jacobins, 12I. 12s. — tlicre is Paine's letter 
to Sheffield, 5I. — to Norwich, 5I. — to Gleif^,ow, il. ics. — there 
is pait of Paine's letter addrcfTed to tlie Jacobins, and infcrted in 
five or lix diilcrent papers. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

Dated, 25th May, 1792. " Refolved, That the thanks o^ 
this Society be returned to the London Correfponding Societ%'f 
for the communication which it has ii'adc to this Society; and 
that the further confideration of the faid communication be poft- 
poncxl to the next meeting of this Society." 
*' At a general iiieeting, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
Strand, Friday, I ft of June, 1792 i prefent, Mr. John Hornc 
^I'ooke. 

" The Secretary repont^l, that he had fent 1200 of the 
printed bills, ordered at the laft meeting, to the Shefheld Con- 
fiitutional Society; i2co to tl;e iNorwich Conftitutional So- 
ciety; to the Souih\>ark C^niftitutioiiul Society, 2CO ; to the 
London Correfponding Society, 200; to Mr. Tovce, to be 
torwnrdcd to Mr. Fox at Dviby, 200 ; to the Conftitutlonal 
Whigs, 200 ; to the Society at lielpar, 200. 

** Kcfolved, That the Secretary do fend to Binninnham, 6cc; 
to the Society at Aldgate, 2CO : to Manchelh ;-, i2CO; to F^crd 
Daer, for Ilivcrpool, 200 ; to Mr. Butt, to be foiwarded to 
Cambridge, 5CO ; and 400 to Lord Sem.ple. to be diftiibuted 
kiuouz the Socieiies in tlie neighbourhood of (jrJuiLow.'' 

- Rcud 
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" Read a letter from the Correfponding Society as follows : 

*' Sir, May qi, 1792. 

" The London Correfponding Society, return thanks to the 
Society for Conftitutional Information, for the communication 
of Mr. Thomas Paine's letter to them, and of their refolutions 
fubfequent thereto. 

" It gives us infinite fatisfaflion to think that mankind will 
foon reap the advantage of Mr. Paine's labours, in a new and 
cheaper edition oftheKights of Man. 

" We are, however, no ways furprizcd at the report of a 
profecution being commenced againft his works, for, bv the 
doftrine fubftituted for law in Kngland, that truth confiitutes 
4c libel, the very many truths in both volumes of tlie Rights 
of Man, render them completely libellous, and force adminiftra- 
tion, perhaps agair.ft their inclination, to fubmit them to tlie 
impartial inveftigation of competent judges. 

" His Majefty's proclamation next engages our notice ; after 
reading it with great attention, we difcard an idea thrown out 
byfoine, that it had been drawn up and fcnt forth at this junc- 
ture with a view of railing unfavourable prejudices in the mind* 
of die people againft Mr. Paine, or his works, now under a 
profecution ; inafmuch as fiich an attempt, if it cotld be proved, 
would not only bear malice on ihc face of it, but would likewifc 
be a moft daring violaticjn of the laws. 

" We are more willing to difcover therein his Majefty's great 
goodnefs of heart and paternal care, anticipating our warmed 
wiflies, giving thcgreatell: encouragement to (.ur different Socie- 
ties, and holding forth the fame Rrong ddire witli us of abiding 
'- vj the conJiitutioH in its jiure and iinco}7::fit Jiatc, oi Jlaoing the 
fublic Jieace and Jirofjierityy ()i Jirefcrving to ALL, the full cnjoy- 
^nt of their rights and liberties^ both religious and civil ; and 
fceming, in fact, to encourage them under the moftferious con- 
fideration of their cfivn wtljare and that of their [loflerity^ to join 
Ds, and unite their endeavours with ours in guarding agaifji ail 
attempts^ aiming ai the fubvcrjion of wholefome and regular govern-' 
nentj and to dif courage and rc/irefsy to the utmoji of their Jiower^ 
(dl proceedings tending to produce riots and turmdth, 

" Our ends being thus incontrovertibly the fame, and thereby 

ctfjoyine the royal fancStion, we imagine that in dxcrcifing our 

jdght of meeting, when and where we pleafe, of canvafling fuck 

^ fubjefls as we think })roper, of inftrudting our fellow citizens, 

, and of uniting our endeavours to obtain a peifccl reprefentatiou 

in Parliament, we are takujg the truelt method of fecuring to 

. ourfelves and our poftciity all the blclEngs of liberty and 

ptrace. 
: . " Yielding 
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" Yiclrlin-/ to u;.-: Society for Conftitutional Informali'iii 
boJh i;: p:loiity of infliturioii, and iri ^rcatncls of abilities, w 
yu put in (uirci ii:n for equality of zeal towards U\c public g';«A.! 
and fiiiii dc^cni;:iiatiorito obtain it. 

** \Vc are, Sec. 
'Signed) ** Maurice Margarot, Chainnai 
" Tliomus Hardy, Secretary. 

*• To Major Cur! wrij'ht, Cliairinan of tlic Society 
for Conrtitiiiional I nfor .'nation." 

♦* Ordrr.-.l, That tlie faid letter lje pu!;iii1icd in fucli news 
p:i|>fTs rn i'/ttl ric'ijc tjjc advertifeineuts of this Society. 

" lltfoivr/l, That an open Committee do rake into confidcra- 
tion P;iine*s I .♦:« r, w/iicli is to lie printed in the Argus of to- 
inoiruw, iiii.l huve power to traiifn-iic copies to the different 
C<jvr(:rpr.ii'!ii,o S'.cicties. 

** Si.: tho:ij";iii'l copi'js of tlie refoUitions relative to tlic pro- 
rl:mri:iou lo he printed, and feut to ilit; diflerent Correfponding 
hoti';tics.'* 

(Read by the Clrrk of the Court.) 

" y\t a meeting, 25 May, 1792. 

" Jvead a prip-rr called a proclamation, dated the 21ft inftantf 
foj- fiipprellinp; fuli' i^'i." publications. 

*' 'J'he Sim ir ;•/ < aui': lo fevcral refolutions on this proclama- 
tion ; ih'- lajb.f wl;it N is, 

*' 'J'hat the iiioiilbousi enormity and grievance of the prcfcnt 
national (!t-bt : 

*' 'J'he f^iievous opprcffion of fcvcntcjn millions annually of 
taxes : 

*' The f(:in'l:i!- ii*, duration of j>arliamrnt' tor fevcn years: 

** Priv.itc \A''^^'\\r\'3\s ot" horoii;.;hs-, filfely pretending to bCi 
and rmlly m^tii:.- a., reijsvi'eurativeb (^i'tho pi:ople : 

*' Jud^'i.s (i.it liiii.; in ail cnk., and under all circumAinccii 
the dctermiti iti'n: of tiie criminality or Innocvu< e of any avt, cx- 
clulively ollii'; 'pi; ; ; cxpcnllvc ;.rin inunis, and nicnancing pro- 
cLiu);iti(;u.s .'III! ':)\\ .-.ii^pii.c'iits in tiini* oi pioiound peace: 

" 'J hcf- b.'wv's we < aiinoi belli", e eith'T wife or wholcfomc;. 
and wc dii h\" ,'. :•» 1 : :i fatal opiiillon, :i' Sr^c ti:ne of the Rop- 
huion, tint I'l.O thin.v. wen uol iu;r.i i".;.i!y j^uarJed aeainit; 
and wr i.ci i: ,,■.;■ .imv. to (h. u:.n l'^ of oar power, to obtain » 
full ;in'l I ur u- ;i'. i.^iiio:! ot lii- j.e':p!t\ v.'ii; !i wc hold 10 bc 
throulv 4 iii :Ui;.: ['■. < n.liv fur their il .lits, hl'.:rtij:^ and pfopcnVi 
and to !»'.■ I lie (.III . n..-.,rhiul!ui; t :\\} pr '.iinv *• ih:it due fiihrr.ilTioo 
to the i.iu ., ;'i';l «■. .: jiiil coiili!'-;:; «• I:i i!.'; I-i: j'.iliy and wifdfWI 
of p.i:;!,.!::.-,',' x\'... !i iire deelar'i! in t;:^- laid pafKr, called a 
pr<M !:• M il:"!!, lo 1. *• il;- iliivrf < ['wic' fiM.der I'rovitlcncc) of ih* 
UcaUii, lhr;iiJl •!:*.' . ;:;id the p;vip';ri'v cf the kingdom." 
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** At a meeting, held Friday, 15th June, 1792, at the Crown 
and Anchor Tavern, Strand; prefent, J. H. I'ookc, Elcj. 
in the chair : 

" Read a letter from the London Correfponding Society, 
fating; that they had opened a fubfcription for the defence of 
Mr. Paine, and that they wilhed fix of their members miglit be 
affociatedwith this fociety. 

" Refolved, That the lecretary be defired to inform the fccrc- 
tary of the London Correfponding Society, that this fociety 
receive their propofal with pleafure, and are willing to admit 
ftich fix of the members whom they fliall nominate to be 
affociated members of this fociety. 

" Refolved, That a fubfcription be opened by this fociety foi: 
the benefit of Mr. Thomas Paine, author of die Rights of 
Man. 

" Ordered, That the letter of the London Correfponding 
Society, and the two laft refolutions, be publifhed in the ncwf- 
papers, 

" Refolved, That i2,oco copies of Mr. Paine's letter to 
Mr. Secretary Dundas, be printed by this Society, for the pur- 
pofe of being tranfmitted to our correfpondcnts throughout 
Great-Britain, and that a committee be appointed to dired: the 
fame. 

" Refolved, That the fame committee be compofed of Mr- 
.Tooke, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Gatfield, Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr.- 
Simmonds, and Mr. Froft. 

Q. (To Mr. Maclean,) Where did you find that ? (fievjing 
the copy of Paine^s letter to Mr. Dundas.) 

A. At Mr. Adams's. 

^. (21? Mr. WoodfalU ficwing him a paper.) Whofe hand- 
writing is that ? 

A. 1 believe it to be Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 

Mr. Tooke. Certainly it is. 

Q. (7i Mr. Adams.) Look and fee whether your book of 
accounts contains an account of your expenditures focJthe ufc. 
of the Conftitutional Society ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. You fee there are minutes of monies returned ? 

A. Yes. That the papers declined putting^fhem in. 

jg. That extract contains an account of the expenditure for 
putting advertifcments in the papers ? 
/ A. L believe it does. 

Q. Look at the meeting 22d July, 1791 ; is that an entry cf 
the meeting held that night ? 

A. Yes, 

jg. And of the names of the pcrfons prefent ? 

^ Yes, . Q. Som^ 
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Q. Some part of the evening ? 

J. Yes. 

Q. At your own houfe? 

yl. Yes. 

fRcar/ by the Clerk of the Court.) 
" At a meeting held at the Crown and Anclior Tavern, Stra 
Friday, 22d June, 1702 ; prcTcnt, Mr. J. H. Tooke : 

** Mr. '1 coke repc)rte<l, I'hat an information was tiled aga 
Mr. Paine, tor his puWication of the Rights of Man. 

" Ordered, That the fuhfcription entered into for the ben 
of Mr. "I'homas Paine, be entered in a feparate part of 
book, and kept open for the members of this focicty. 

♦' It was ftated to the fociety, that Mr. Wcobly, the tr 
fnrcT, having a great many iimilar concerns on his ban 
wiflied to rctufc receiving the fubfcriptions on Mr. Paine's \ 
^count. 

•♦ Refolved, That fubfcriptions be received by Mr. Boniu 
Mr. Paine's folicitor. 

•♦ Mr. Sturcfi reported, that the letter to Mr. Dumlas was 
ccived with cftimation, and requeued that 1 2,ccx5 might be print 
of 25/. value, which werfc accordingly ordered to be printed, 

*• Refolved, That die fame committee be rcqueftcd to in 
at Four o'clock at this place, to confider of the heft means 
circulating the fame." 

Thomas Chapman fworn — examined by Mr. Garrov 

g. Be fo good to look at this book ; (giving a book.) — I 
you print a part of that for Mr. Paine r 

A. Not this book. Sir. 

jg. Not that particular book ? 

J?. Not this particular book. 

Q. l-)id you print up to any extent ; — tell us up to what p: 
of the Second part of the Rights of Man you printed for A 
Paine — I am not fuppufing that particular book. Be lo good 
to take this into your hand, it is one I had occaiion to flicw v 
fome few days ago. — Did you print any part of that for A 
Paine ? 

A. This is not the copy you gave me before ; I did not pr 
this particular book. 

^. You are certainly miftakcn, f(^r I can prove it. (Ts 
Cletk of the Arraigns)— "Rt fo good as to look and lee whctl 
yoM marked that upon Hardy's trial ? 

fi^itnefs. Certainly this is not the book, bccaufe this is 1 
third edition. 

Cletk of the Arraigns. There is not the initials of myna 
on this. 

Mr. Carr:^ 
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. Mr. Gar row. {To TVitnefs.) That you have in your hand 
is another? 
A, There is the fame objc6lion to this, Sir. 
Q. That is not your's ? 
A, That is not mine. 
I Q. You told us in the courfb of the evidence, in the laft caufe, 
\ you printed the firft part of the Rights of Man, for Mr. 
; Paine? 

; A. Yes, Sir. . 

\ Q. Did you fee Mr. Paine upon thefubjedl of publijQiing the 
I fccood part of the Rights of Man ? 
' lldid. 

I Q. Did you print any number of pages of that ? 
A, I did. 

C To what page ? 
A, To page 128. 

fi Did any thing pafs which broke off the conne6lion in bufi- 
Dcfi between you and Mr. Paine ? 
A. Yes. 

(?. Who was applied to, to go on with that publication ? 
A, I think, bom a particular circumftance, that Mr. Benfley 
was applied to. 

, Q« Do you know, in point of faft, who took up the publica- 
tion where you left it ? 
A* No, I do not. 

Q. The book you have in your hand appears to have been 
printed by you ; don't it ? 
A. Yes. Sir. 

J. S. Jordan, fwom. Examined by Mr. Garrow. 

fi' Your name is Jordan ? 

A. Yes, Su-. 

C You publifhed Paine's Rights of Man ? 

V- 1 wifli to know, whether you delivered any to Mr. White 
*^ any time? , 

■^' 1 cannot fay I juftly recoiled. 

C- Try, and recoUedt — What, don't you recolleft ? 

^* I do not recoiled giving Mr. White one. 

6' Did you ever fee Mr. White ? 

^- Yes/ Sir. 
. M- Did you ever fee Mr. White upon the fubjed of the 
fccond part of the Rights of Man ? 

^- Yes, Sir. 

X^ Q^ Try 
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Q. Try and recolle<Sl yourfelf, whether you did or not { 
him a copy of that work ? 

ji. I really cannot recoUeft.— I dare fay it is two years fii 
and I really cannot recoUeft. 

Q. Look at that, ftke Rig/its of Man fiut In his hand) 
tell me whether you believe that to be one publifhedby you ? 

A. No, Sir, I don't think this was publi/hed by me. 

Q. Look at it, and then give your reafon ? 

u^. I do not believe this was publifhed by me ; I fee ther 
my own writing upon the title, but it was bought by ano( 
perfon. 

Q. It was in your pofleflion ? 

ji. It was in my poflelEon undoubtedly. 

C- You did not print that book ? 

A, No ; nor I did not fell it. 

Q. Did you buy it ? 

A. K perfon bought it for me. 

Q. Who did you receive it from ? 

A, From a ISlix, Huntley. 

Q. Who is he? 

A. He lives in Duke-ftreet, Grofvenor-fquare. 

Q. You did not fell it ; but there is fome writing of yo 
upon it? / 

A. There is. 

Q. Perhaps you gave it away — Look at it, and I alk 
upon your oath, whether you did not give Mr. White 
very book ? 

A. I rather think I might — Moft likely I did. 

Q. That is not the way of anfwering. — Look at it, and re 
lefting jrou have had fome converfation with Mr. White u 
the fubjedl of the Rights of Man ; tell me, if you have 
doubt whether you gave him that very book ? 

A. I rather tnink I might, but I do not recolledl the circ 
ftance. 

Q. Be fo good as read to us what there is in your writing \ 

A, Bought of Mr. Johnfon, February i8m 1792, by 
Huntley. 

g. That is a memorandum of your own ? 

A. It is a memorandum of my own. 

Q. Do you recollcdl upon what occafion you made 
memorandum ? 

A, Bccaufe I was defirous to know whether Mr- Joh: 
had fold any of them to the trade, and it was a proof Mr. J< 
fon had fold fome. 

g. Upon what occafion was it you made that memorand 
that conveyed tlic fav^ of Johnfon having fold fome ? 

2 A. 
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A. To the beft of my recolle<£kion, I underftood my name had 
Wi put to them, and I did not think Mr. Johnfon would fell 
dieni, as his name was not to them. 

Q. Was your name put to them without your copfent ? 

A. No, It was not. 

Q» Did you publiih any of which that is a copy ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Have you any doubt of that ? 

A. No. 

2- What do you mean by JohnRn not felling the book with 
your name to it ? 

A. He had my confent to put my name to them, but I thought 
he would not fell them with my name to them, as his own was not. 

0' Your confent was eiven then to it ? 

2 Yes. .... 

Q- Publifhing is not giving it away, but felling it ? 

A* Publifhing is felling, though I publifh a number of books, 
I did not publifh this ; when I publifh a book, I fell it. 

Q- Though you did not fell it, did you publifh any of which 
thatisacopy ? ' 

A' Yes, Sir. 

C' Have you any doubt you publifhed fome of which that i^ 
a copy ? 

A. No, Sir. 

C- Who did you publifli them for ? 

A' For Mr. Paine. 
' C- Had you any communications with Mr. Paine, upon the 
lubjea of publication ? 

A» Very little ; I had fome converfation with him. 

C' Was there any profit ? 

A. Yes, Sin 

C- Was there any account to be rendered to Mr. Paine ? 

A^ Yes, Sir. 

Q- Had you any converfation upon the fubjcdl of that publi- 
cation widi Mr. Paine, or Mr. Tooke ? 

A' With Mr. Paine. 

C- Do you know Mr. Tooke ? ' ' - 

i: Yes, Sir. 

C- Did you ever fee him upon the fubjeft of that publication, 
^ fecond part of the Rights of Man ? 

■'• Yes, twice, when the adlion was commenced againfl me, 
^^ publifhing the fecond part of the Rights of Man, 1 went to 
^Jr. Tooke's according to my orders. 

Q' Did you communicate to him, that you came in confe- 
^"ence of orders ? 

A. Yes, in confequence of the letter which I received from 
^' Paine. 

X 2 «. Then 
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Q, Then as you communicated thatro Mr. Tooke, I may 
a{k,' did that letter direft you to go to Mr. Tooke ? 

yi, 1 went to Mr. Tooke's, in confequence of an order from 
Mr. Paine, expefting to meet him there. 

Q. Was he there? 
, A Yes. 

Q. Was Mr. Tooke prefent ? 

J. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Tooke and Mr. Paine were both prefent ? 

J. Yes. 

Q. Tell us what paffed there ? 

yi. Mr. Tooke and I had a little difputc, and I cannot t€coU 
left. 

Q, Tell us what the diflFcrence between you and Mr. Tooke 
was ? 

J, He feemed to be angry that I was timid andJoubtful about 
leaving the profecution to the care of Mr. Bonncy ? 

Q. Had it been propofed l^cfore this meeting of Tooke and 
Paine, or was there any converfation between Tooke and Paine 
that Bonney ftiould defend you upon that profecution ? 

jf. Yes, I faw Mr. Bonney before at Mr. Tooke*8. 
^ Q, You fay you went twice to Mr. Tooke's ? 

J, Yes. 

g. Who was prefent befides Mr. Tooke, Mr. Paine, and 
yourfelf, the fecond time ? 

J. Not being fatisfied with Mr. Paine's proceedings, I took 
Mr. King, an Attorney, with me, and I really cannot recoiled 
what pafled. 

Q. Was any body clfe there that you recoUedl ? 

jf. I don't recolleft. 

Q. You was fearful of trufting Mr. Bonney with your 
defence ? 

j4. Yes, I was. 

Q, What did Mr. Tooke fay to you upon the fuljeA ? 

/i. To the heft of my recolledion, when I faw him firft, he 
faid, Mr. Paine had employed Mr. Bonney ; that I might eo 
home and mind my bufnieis, and make myfelf eafy, diat Mr. 
Bonncy would give roc any inftrudlions. 

Q. Can you fay, whether that book you hold now in your handf 
is one of that edition, about which you had this converfation ? 

yf. Not this edition. 

Q. Is it a copy of tfic fome book ? 

J, Yes. 

Q. How do vou know that is one ? 

^. Becaufe tncre is my own writing upon it. 

Mr. Erjkine. Is it printed by you t 

^. I did not print it, I publifhed it. Q. Then 
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Q. How do you know that is one ? 

j/, Becaufe there is my own writing upon it. 

Q. How did you know it was a copy when you put your 
own writing upon it ; you only gueffed it was a copy tlien ? 

ji. No, Sir. 

Mr. Garrow, Was that one book in your hands for pub- 
lication at any time ? 

ji. Not this particular book, it never was in my houfc. 

Mr. Erjkine. You fent and bought that book ? 

Ji» Yes, 

Q. And when you bought it you put your name . upon it as 
proof it was a book you had bought ? 

A, Yes. 

C. Then how can you fay that is the very book you pub- 
liihed ? 

A, No, I cannot fay that ; this book was never in my houfe 
'till I bought it. 

Mr. Garrow. Be fo good as to look at that ; (another 
Rights of Man put into his hands) to ufe your own fenfe of the 
word — publiflied ; did you publim that ? 

A. I cannot fay to this very book ; but I publifhed a number 
of books like that. 

Q. Had thofe you fold and thofe fold by Mr. Johnfon, pub- 
lifhed with your name upon them, the fame appearance that has ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Had the work the general appearance that has ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was it printed in that letter ? 

A. Yes; about the fame letter. 

C. That fizc ? 

A: Yes ; about that fize. 

Q. That fort of paper ? 

A I t:annot fay, Sir. 

Q. You are a confiderable bookfcller, I fiippofe ? 

A I fell a number of books. 

Q. Do you know whether any of Paine's Rights of Man 
hat pafled through your hands, as a bookfcller, except thofe 
fold by you ? 
A. No; I have feen an oftavo edition, which faid, ** pub- 

li(W by D. Jordan, Piccadilly." 
Q. Have you feen any edition with your name, J. S. Jor- 

^ upon it? 
A, Yes; I have feen my own name put to an edition I 

never fold, 
j^. Do you know no more of that book than the other ? 

A. No, 
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A, No, I do not. 

Mr. Erfkine. I (hall not argue it, my Lord. I don't feci 
Riyfelf at all anxious about it ; but I fay it is not evidence. 

Lord Chief Jujiice. The queflion was refolved before ; and 
we were of opinion, in refpc6t of a book publiflied through the 
town, that this was reafonable evidence ; that it was the fame 
book to go to a Jury; though, i|i the ftridt idea, it is not 
abfolutely legal evidence. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
** Rights of Man, part Second, combining principle andpra£lice« 

(Page 21.) ** All hereditary government is in its nature 
tyranny. An heritable crown, or an heritable throne, or bjr 
what other fanciful name fuch things may be called, have no 
other fignificant explanation than that mankind are heritable 
property. I'o inherit a government, is to inherit the people^ 
as if they were flocks and herds." 

(P. 47.) ' " This convention met at Pliiladelphia in May 
1787, of which General Wafhington was clefted prefident. 
He was not at that time connedled with any of the ftate go- 
vernments, or with congrefs. He delivered up his commiffion 
when the war ended, and fmcedien had lived a private citizen. 

** The convention went deeply into all the fubjeits ; and hav- 
ing, after avaiiety of debate and inveftigation, agreed among 
themfelvcs upon the feveral parts of a federal conftitution, the 
next qucllion was, the manner of giving it authority and prac- 
tice. I 

*' For tins purpofe, they did not, like a cabal of courtiers, i 
fend for a Dutch Stadtholder, or a German ElcSor ; but tbcv 
referred the whole matter lo the fenfe and intereft of the country. 

(P. 50.) " In Kngland, it is not difficult to perceive oat 
ever)' thing has a conftitution, except the nation. Every foci- 
ety and affociation tliat is eflablinicd, firft agiced upon a num- 
ber of original articles, digcfted into form, wliich are its confti- 
tution. It then appointed its officers, whofe powers and autho- 
rities are dcfcribed in that conftitution, and the govenunent of 
that fociety then ccMnmcnccd. 'J'hofe officers, by whatever 
n^ime they arc called, have no authority to add to, alter, or 
abridge the original articles. It is only to the conftituling power 
that this right belongs. 

** Vxom the want of underftanding the difFerencc between a 
conftitution and a government. Dr. Johnfon, and all writers of 
his defcription, have always bewildered themfelvcs. They 
could not but perceive, that there muft ncccft'arily be a controu/ing 
power exifting foir.ewhere, and they placed tiiis power in the 
difcrction of the perfons exercillng the government, infteadoi 
l»lacing it in a conliitution formed by tlie nation. When it isini 

cooftltudciiy 
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conftitution, it has the nation for its fupport, and the natural 
and political controuling powers are together. The laws which 
are enafted by goveniments, controul men only as individuals ; 
but the nation, through its coniiitution, controuls the whole 
government, and has a natural ability fo to do. The final con- 
trouling power, therefore, and the original conftituting power, 
are one and the fame power. 

" Dr. Johnfon could not have advanced fuch a position in 
any country where there was a conftitution ; and he is himfclf 
an evidence, that no fuch thing as a coniiitution cxifts in England. 
' But it may be put as a qucftion, not im})n)per to be inveiligatcd, 
That if a conftitution does not exift, how came ilie idea of its 
exiftence fo generally eftablilhed ? 

" In order 10 decide this quefticn, it is neceffary to confidcr a 
conftitution in both its cales : — Firft, as creating a government 
and giving it powers. — Secondly, as regulating and reftraining 
the powers fo given. 

" If we begin with Williapi of Normandy, we find that the 
' government of England was originally a tyranny, founded on 
aninvafion and conqueft of the ccnintrv. This being admitted, 
it will then appear, that the exertion of the nation, at different 
periods, to abate that tyranny, and render it Icfs intolerable, has 
been credited for a conftitution. 

" Magna Charta, as it was called, (it is now like an alma- 
nack of die fame date) was no more than compellinjj; the govern- 
ment to renounce a part of its affumptions. It did not create 
and give powers to government in the manner a conftitution 
te, but was, as far as it went, of the nature of a re -conqueft:, 
and not of a conftitution ; for could tlie nation have totally ex- 
pelled the ufurpation, as France has done its defpotifm, it would 
then have a conftitution to form. 

" The hiftory of the Edwards and Henries, and up to the 
. commencement of the Stuarts, exhibits as many inftances of 
tyranny as could be afted within the limits to wnich the nation 
nad reftrifted it. The Stuarts endeavoured to pafs thofe limits, 
and their fate is well known. In all thofe inftances we fee 
nothing of a conftitution, but only of reft.riilions on aflumed 
power. 

" After this, another William, dcfccnded from the fame 
ftock, and claiming from the fame origin, gained poffeflion ; 

1^ of the two evils, James and JVili'iani, th'^ nation preferred 
what it thought the leaft ; fince, from circumftances, it muft 
^ke one. The a^S, called the Bill of Rights, comes here into 
view. What is it, but a bargain which the parts of the govern- 
nvent made with each other to divide powers, profits, and pri- 
vileges ? You fliall have fo much, and I will have the reft ; 
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and, with refi)e<£l to the nation, it is faid, for yourJUiare YoxsJIiall 
have the right of /letitioning. This being the cafe, the bill of 
rights is more properly a bill of wrongs, and of infult. As to 
what is called the convention parliament, it was a thine that 
made itfelf, and then made the authority by which it adled. A 
few perfons got together, and called themfelves by that name. 
Several of them had never been eieded, and none of them for 
the purpofe. 

" From the time of William, a fpecies of government arofc, 
ifluing out of this coalition bill of rights ; and more fo, fincc 
the corruption introduced at the Hanover fuccciTion, by tiie 
agency of Walpolc ; tliat can be defcribed by no other name 
than a defpolic Icgiflation. Though the parts may embamls 
each other, the whole has no bounds ; and the only ridit it 
acknowledges out of itfelf, is the right of petitioning. Where 
then is the conftitution either that gives or diat rcftrains pQwer? 

" It is noc beraufc a part of the government is elcilive, that 
makes it lefs a dcfpotifm, if the perfons fo eledled, pofTefs after- 
wards, as a parliament, unlimited powers. Eleftion, in thil 
cafe, becomes fcparatcd from reprcfcntation, and the candidates 
are i:an(iidatcs for dcfpotifgi." 

(P. 63.) " With refpe£l to the two houfes, of which the 
Englifli l^arliaiucnt is compofcd, they appear to be effeiSuaUy 
influenced into (me, and, as a legiflaturc, to have no temper oif 
its own. The miniilcr, whoever he at any time may be, toudici 
it as with an opium wand, and it fleeps obedience. 

" But if we look at the diftindi abilities of the two houfes, the 
difference will appear fo great, as to ihew the Inconfiftcncy of 
pbcing power where tliere can be no certainty of the judgment 
to ufe it. Wretched as the ftate of rcprefentation is in EngUndy 
it is manhood compared with what is called the houfe of Lonk»- 
and fo little is this nick-named houfe regarded, that the peofde 
fcarccly inquire at any time what it is doing. It appears aUb V^ 
be moft under influence, and the furthcft removed from the ge- 
neral intcreft of the nation. In the debate on engaging in me 
Ruffian and Turkifh war, the majority in the houfe of peers* « 
favour of it, was upwards of ninety ; when in the other hovfrf 
which is more than double its numbers, the majority was fixer- 
three." 

(P. 65.) " But in wliatever manner the feparate parts of a ^ 
conAitution may Ih: arranged, tliere is one general printipk that 
dillinguilhcs frealom from flavcry, which is, that all hmdiimj 
gfjvernment over a /leo/ile is to them af/iecies of Jlaverj^ and reff^ 
fentativc government is freedom J*^ 

(P. 107.) " Having thus glanced at fome oi i'lc defefis ^ 
tlie two huufes of parliament, I proceed to what is called ^ 
crown, upon which I lliall be very concifc. 

« & 
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" It Signifies a nominal office of a million fterling a year, the 
bufinefs of which confifts in receiving the money. Whether the 
pcrfon be wifii or fooliih, fane or infanc, a native or a foreigner, 
matters not. Every miniftry ads upon die fame idea that Mr. 
Burke writes, namely, that the people mvft be liood-winked, 
and held in fvperftitions ignorance by fom.e bugbear or other ; 
and what is called tiie crown anfv^crs this puqM)ie, and therefore, 
it anfwers all the purpt;les to be expected from it. This is more 
4an can be faid of tlie (ither tv^'o branches. 

^1 The hazard to which this ofKcc is cxpofcd in all countries, 
IS not from any thing that can happen to the man, but from what 
may happen to the nation — the danger of its coming to its 
fcnles." 

(P. 161.) " The fraud, hypocrify, and im.pofition of go- 
vernments, are- now bcginnin-; to he too well underftood to 
pipra fe them any longer career. The farce ot monarchy and 
aiiftocracy, in ail countries, is following that of chivaPry, and 
Mr. Burke is dreHmg for the funeral. Let it tlien pafs quitely 
to the tomb of all oiiier follies, and the mourners be comforted. 

" The time is not very diOant when England will laugh at it- 
fclf for fending to Holland, Hanover, Zcll, or Brunfwick for 
men, at the expcnce of a nMllion a year, who imdcrftood neither 
her laws, her 1-jnguage, nor her intcreft, and whofc capacities 
would fcarccly have fitted iliem for the off re of a pariih con- 
tlable. If gv>vernmenr could be ti-ufled to fuch hands, it muft 
be fome eafy and fuiiple thing indeed, and materials fit for all 
the purpofes may be found in every town and village in Eng- 
land." 

AW. (P. 170.) I know it is the opinion of m.anyof the moft 
tnligh.ened clKiracltrs in France (Jicre always will be thofc 
who iee farther inio cvrnts than c thcrs) not only among the ge- 
neral mai's of citizens, hut of man v of the principal members of 
flie former Nati- nal AHci^bly, tfiat the monarchical plan will 
Botcontinv.e many years in tliat country. They have found out, 
that as wiidom cannot be nm.le hereditary, power ought not; 
and ihat, for a man to merit a million fterling a year from a 
nation, he ougiit to have a mind capable of comprehending from 
an atcm to a ui.ivcn'c ; which, if he had, he would be above re- 
ceiving the pay. liii: iJicy wiih.ed not to appear to lead the na-" 
tiGa!c'.fter than iis cv/n uafon andinteiefl dictated. In all the 
converfations where 1 ]\:\\c been prefent upon this fubjeft, the 
idea al'.vays was, that when fuch a time, trom the general opinion 
of tiie naiion, i.vdW arrive, that tiie honourable and liberal me- 
thod would he, to mu!vC a handfome prefent in fee fnnple to the 
pcrfon, who ever he may be» tiiat ihall then be in the monarchicdl 
office, and for him to retire to the enjoyment of private life, 

Y poffcfllng 
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poflcffing his fliare of general ri^^hts and privileges, and tobcm 
more accountable to tlic public for his lime and his conduS thar 
anyotlior citizen." 

Mr. Tookc. My Lords, I believe I have a right to dcfire a 
fmall extradt to be likewifc read out of that book. I beg thai 
the Preface may be read. 

(Readhy the Clerk of the Court,) 

(Preface, p. vii.) " When I began the chapter entitled the 
^ ConcJuJion^ in the former part of the RIGHTS of MAN, 
publirticd laft year, it was my intention to have extended ittoi 
greater length ; but in calling the whole matter in my mind, 
which ] vvillied to add, I found that I muft eitlier make the 
work too bulky, or contraft my plan too much. I, therefore, 
brought it to a clofe as foon as the fubjc£t would admit, and it- 
ferved what 1 had further to fay to another oj)portunity. 

** Several other reafons contributed to j)ro<luce this determina- 
tion. I wiihed Ui know the manner in whicli a work, written 
in a ftyle of thinking and cxprefTum diflercnt to what had been 
cuftomary in England, woiddbe received before I proceeded 6r- 
ther. A great field was opening to the view of mankind bj 
means of the French Revolution. Mr. Burke's outrageoui op- 
pofition thereto brought the controverfy into Kngland. He at- 
tacked principles which he knew (from information) I would 
couicft with him, becaufe they are principles I believe to be 
gotjfl, and which I have contributed to ellaljliih, and conceive 
myfcIF bouiifl to defend. Had he not urged the conirovcrfy, I 
h'ld mod pn^bably l)een a fdent man. 

'* Anc;rj.er reafon for deferring die remainder of the work 
was, ih;it Mr. Burke promifed in his firfl: publication to rcDC* 
the fiib;ev.'t at another opportunity, and to make a coinp;irifon o^ 
what he called the Engliih and French Conftitulions. I, ibcre- 
fore, held myfelf in rcferve for him. He lias puWUhcJ twfl 
works /inre, witlif/ut doing this ; which he certainly wouldool 
have omitied, liad the comparifon beeii in his favour. 

" In his laft work, * Hh a/ijical frrjm the mw to tie «& 
Wh'igs^ he has quested about ten pa;^cs from the R'lfht^ of M^ 
anf! having given himfclf the trouble of doing this, fays *^ 
fiiuil not attempt in the fmallcft degree tci refute them/ xwivM^ 
th? principles tlierein contained. I am enough ac(|tiainlid vM 
Mr. Burke to know, tliat he wcjuld if he could. But inftcad^ 
toiitciting them, he immediately after confcjles himfulf with ty- 
ing, ijiat * he has done his puVt.' — He has not done his parti 
hr lias Wtl performed his jiroiiiife of a cr)mparifon of contbttf- 
tious. He flartcd the controverfy, lie gave the diaUcngCi and 

hi* 
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hs fled from it; and he is now a cafe in [mnt witlihis own 
opinion, that, ' the age of chivalry is gone /' 

** The title, as well as the fubftancc of liis laft work, his 
^Afijiealy is his condemnation. Principles muft fland on tlieir 
own merits, and if they are good they certainly will. To put 
ttem under the fhelter of other men's authority, as Mr. Burke 
has done, ferves to bring them inio fufpicion. IVlr. Burke is not 
very fond of dividing his honours, but in this cafe he is artfully 
dividing the difgrace. 

" But who are thofe to whom Mr. Burke has made his ap- 
peal? A fet of childifli thinkers and half-way politicians born in 
the laft century ; men who went no farther with any principle 
than as it fuited their purpofe as a party ; the nation was always 
left out of the queftion ; and this has been the charafter of every 
party from that day to this . The nation fees nothing in fucli 
works, orfuch politics, worthy its attention. A little matter will 
move a party, * but it muft be fomething great that moves a 
nation. 

" Though I fee nothing in Mr. Burke's Appeal worth taking 
much notice of, there is, however, one exprellion upon which 1 
Aall oflFera few remarks. After quoting largely from the Rights 
of Man, and declining to conteft the pnnciples contained in that 
work, he fays, * This will moft probably be done (iffuch ivritings 
Jhall be , thought to deferve ayiy other refutation than that of crijninal 
juftice) by others, who may thiiilc with Mr. Burke and with 
the fame zeal.' 

" In the firft place, it has not yet been done by any body. — 
Not lefs, I believe, than eight or ten pamphlets intended as an- 
fwersto the former part of the * Rights of Man' have been pub- 
. liihed by different perfons, and not one of them, to my know- 
ledge, has extended to the fecond edition, nor are even thfc titles 
of diem fo much as generally remembered. As I am averfe to 
unneceflarily multiplying publications, I have anfwcrcd one of 
Aem. And as I believe that a man may write himfclf out of 
reputation when nobody elfe can d(^ it, I am careful to avoid 
that rock. 

" But as I would decline unneceflary publications on the one 
hand, fo would I avoid every ihing that might appear like fnllen 
pride on the other. If Mr. Burke, or any pcrfon on his fide the 
queftion, will produce an anfwcr to tlie ' Rights of Man,' that 
ihall extend to an half, or even to a fourth part of the number 
of copies to which the Rights of Man extended, 1 will reply to 
his work. But until this be done, I Ihull fo far take the fcn(e of 
the publio for my guide (and the world knows I am not a flat- 
terer) that what they do not think worth while to read, is not 
worth mine to anfwer. I fuppofe the number of copies to which 

Y 2 the 
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the firft part of the Rights of Man extended, taking England* 
Scotland, and Ireland, is not Icfs than between forty and fifty 
tlioufand. 

•* I now come to remark on the remaining part of the quo- 
tation I liiivc made from Mr. Burke. 

< If/ fays ho, ' fuel 1 writings ihall be thought to dcfcrveanjr 
other rcfiitiition than that of r/ 7/72;//,?/ ju nice.' 

" Panl.Tiir.g the. pun, it inull be a imimii ]u(i\cc, indeed, that 
fliould c( iidcii.n a wcrk as a i'ubflicuie lor not being able to re- 
fute it. 'J'hc inciitcil: condcn-.nalicn that cuuld be paficd upon 
it would 1).-- a rcfut.ilion. -But in proceeding by tlie nictliod Mr. 
Burke alhidcs lo, ilic condemnation would, in the tinal event, 
pafs upon tlie ciinvivaliiy of ilic procefs and not upon the work, 
aiii! in ihis calc, I liul raihcr be the author, than be either die 
judge, or the jury, that fr.ould ci^ndcmn it. 

*' But to tome at once to tb.e poinr. I have differed from 
fom.e pn^i'e.'honal gcntlcinen on the fubjcft of profecutions, and 
I lincc hnd tlicy are falling into my opinion, which 1 ^^ill licrc 
ftaic as fully, but as concikly as I can. 

'* I will' firll put a cafe wiih refpeft to any law, and then 
compare it with a government, or widi ^vhat in England is, or 
has been, cyjlcd a conflitution. 

*' It would be an a6t of dcfpotifm, or what in England is 
called arbitrary power, to make a law to prohibit inveftigating 
tlie princi|)lcs, gocjd or br.d, on which fuch a law, or any odltr 
is f(HsndLd. 

** If a law be bad, it is one thing tooppofe the prafticcofit, 
but it iscji ite a ditlcient thing to expofe its errors, to reafon on 
Jt:wkJcds, and to ihcw caufe why it ihculd be rei>ealed, or why 
ano:'..er oi:q;!u to be fubftitutcd in its place. I have always held 
it an (,pii.i( :i fmaking it «l:omy prac^lice) that it u better to obey 
a bid liiw, !• :al.i:vr i^i'c at th:. 1 mvc time (.f every argument to 
ili-.vv ii-; eirois •.•r.«i j)ro( ure i'.s repeal, th m forcibly to violate it; 
b'ji Mii'i LJiL- ; loi L(Iciit ('! brckiug a bad law might weaken Ac 
for. r, and leal to a diiuviit ii:iry\iolation, of ihofc which arc 

i'. the faiv.o with relpc^to principles and foruwof 
< r I'; wh:;i ::re cullal c( nlliiuiions and t!ic parts o» 
■' '.•.nipofcd. 

'. ." !■/.. 1 • r' \i:\v.i.u -. ::n'l not for the emolument or 
:.t :, p . Jc: i- r !i\'i\ i'!i:ds that j;ovcrnmcnt ought 
' d, "I,.: :'■ I' r.«::n! iud ;ne at die ex pence ol iuP" 
! i:c dvi' .'{s lA ivcrv g'rvcrnment ancl conftiiutioo, 
piiiu Ij'li ar;d \^^*\l^\ null, 0:1 a parity of re.*.f-;ning» ■* 
as ( j.cn 10 dil'cull.«)ii i.s the dLi'etlts of a law, and it is a ^^0^ 
wliich every man owes to fociety to point ihcm out.' ^"^ 
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thofe defers, and the means of remedying them, are generally 
feen by a nation, that nation will reform its government or its 
coiilliiution in the one ckfe, as ihc goveinmcnt repealed or re- 
formed the Jaw in the other. Hie operation of government is 
reftricted to the making and the adminiftcrin;r of laws ; but it is 
to a nation that the right of forming or rcfoiming, generating 
or regenerating conftitutions and governments belong ; and con- 
fequently thole fubjefts, as fubjcdls of invcliigation, are always 
before a country as a matter of rights and cannot, without invad- 
ing die general rights of that country, be miide fubjecSs for pro- 
fecution. On this ground I will meet Mr. Burke whenever 
hepleafe. It is better that the whole argument fliould come out, 
thaii to feek to ftifle it. It was himfclf that opened the contro- 
verfy, and he ought not to dcfert \t''—Here the Clerk of the 
Court left off. 

Mr. Attorney General, Read on. 

(Clerk Reads,) 

" Ido not believe that monarchy and ariftocracy will continue 
feven years longer in any of the enlii;htencd countries in Europe. 
If better reafons can be ihcwn for them than againft them, they 
will ftand; if the contrary, they will not. Mankind are not 
now to be told they ihall not think, or they fhall not read ; and 
publications tliat go no farther than to invcfligatc prin( iples of 
government, to invite men to rcafon and to reflccl, and to flicw 
the errors and excellencies of different fyiiems, have a right to 
appear. If they do not excite attention, they are not worth the 
trouble of a profecution ; and if they do, the profecution will 
amount to nothing, ilncc it cannot amount to a prohibition of 
reading. This would be a ientcncc on the public, inftead of the 
author, and would alfu be the moll; eire£iual mode of making or 
haftening revolutions. 

" On all cafes that apply univerfally to a .nation, with 
refpeit to fyftems of government, a jury of twelve men is not 
^^onopetent to decide. Where there are no witneffcs to be cxa-' 
joined, no fadts to be proved, and where the whole matter is 
before the whole public, and the merits or demerits of it refting 
^n their opinion ; and wliere there is nothing to be known in a 
^ourt, but what every body knows out of it, every twelve men 
IS equally as good a jury as the other, and would mod probably 
^everfe each other's verdift ; or. from the variety of opinions, 
^ot be able to form one. It is one cafe, whether a nation ap- 
prove a work, or a plan ; but it is quite another cafe, whether 
*t Mrill commit to any fiich jury the power of determining whc- 
^er diat nation have a right to, or ihall reform its government, 
^^ not. I mention thofe cafes, that Mr. iiurke may fee I have 
'^ot written on Government without reflecting on what is Law, 
*« Well as on what are Rights. — The only effeftualjury in fuch 

cafes 



174 THE TRIAL OP 

cafes would be, a convention of the whole nation, fairly clccleJ; 
for in all fuch cafes the whole nation is the vicinage. If Mr. 
Bnike will propofe fuch a jury, I will wave all privileges of 
being the citizen of another counti*y, and, defending its prin- 
ciples, abide the ilfuc, provided he will do the i'amc ; for my 
opinion is, that his work and his principles would be coiidcmnecl 
inftead of mine. 

"As to the prejudices which men have from education and habit, 
in favour of any particular ibrm or fyftem of government, thofe 
prejudices have yet to {band the tell of reafon and refleftion. hi 
fa6t, fuch prejudices are nodiing. No man is prejudiced in 
favour of a thing, knowing it to be wrong. He is atrached to it 
on the belief of its being right ; and when he fees it is not fo, 
the prejudice will be gone. We have but a defcdlivc idea of 
what prejudice is. It mit;iit be fa id, that until men think for 
themfelves the whole is prejudice, and }wt ojiinion \ for diat only 
is opinion wiiich is tlie refult of reafon and refledlion. I offer 
this remark, that Mr. Burke may not confide too much in what 
has been the cuftomaiy prejudices of the country. 

" I do not believe that the jKrople of England have ever been 
fairly and candidly dealt by. They have been impofed upon bv 
piirties, and by men affuming the charadlers of leaders. It Ts 
time that the nation Ihotdd rife above thole trifles. It is time to 
difmifs that inattention which has fo long been the encouraging 
caufe of lUetching taxaticn to exccfs. It is time to difmiis all 
thofc fongs and toalts which are calculated to enflave, and ope- 
rate to fuffocatc reflcdion. On all fuch fubjcfts men have but 
to think, and thev will neither a6l: wrong nor be miflcd. To 
fay diat any people are not tit for freedom, is to make poverty 
their choice, and to fay riiey had rather be loaded with taxes 
llian not. If fuch a caft- could be proved, it would equally 
prove, that thofe who govern are not fit to govern diem, for they 
are a part of the fame nati(;nal mafs, 

" But admitting govcnunentr. to be changed all over Europe; 
it certainly maybe done witliout convulfion or revenge. It is 
not worth making clr.ingcs or rc\'olutions, unlefs it be for fomc 
great national benefit ; and when this fhall appear to a nation, 
the danger will be, as in America and France, to thofe who 
oppofe ; and with this refleckion I clofe my preface. 

" Thomas Paikk- 
" London, Feb. 9, 1792.** 

Ai a meeting, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Stran4» 

Friday, June 29, 1792 ; Mr. J. H. Tookc, prcfent. 

•' Mr. Sturch rqK)rted to the committee a plan of diftribiition 

of the i2,oco copies of Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Dundas, that 

tikv wca* of opinion tlie letter ihould be fent as follows: %S^ 
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to the Rev. Mr. Morris^ Great Yarmouth ; too to Mr. North-^ 
cote, Ipfwich, Suffolk; loo to Mr. Day, of Sudbury; 200 to 
Mr. Fox, of Derby ; lOO to the Kdiror of the Leiccfter Herald ; 
200 to Exeter; 160 to Mr. Hill, at Weymouth ; 200 to Cam* 
bridge ; 200 to the London Correfponding Society, &c." 
" At a meeting, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 
Friday, 6th July, 1792 ; Mr. J. H. Tookc, prefent.*' 

Q. (To Mr. Maclean^ Jhewhig him a Juijier.) Did you find 
ihat among Mr. Adams's papers ? 
jf. Yes, Sir. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

Dated, No. 4, Taylor's Buildings, Chandos Street, July 6, 
1792 ; iigncd Thomas Hardy. 
" Sir, 
•* In the name of the London Correfponding Society, I have 
to return thanks to the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
for their prefent of 200 copies of their rcfolutions rcfpefting the 
King's proclamation ; as alfo for the 200 copies of Mr. Paine's 
letter, &c. Likewife Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Secretary Dundas ; 
by care in the diftribution of them, thofc 600 papers rtiall be 
^ttn by as many thoufand pcrfons. 

" We Hnd ourfelves highly favoured by your readinefs to 
admit fix of our members among you ; 1 am 'liredled to forward 
to you the following fix names as the pcifons chofen by our 
fbcicty for that honourable purpofe ; our fcnfc of the favour fo 
-onferred will be the bcft: expreffed by their clofe attendance at 
/^oiir inftruftive meetings, and conftant endeavours to forward 
he fo beneficial and fo much wanted reform of parliamentary 
"eprefentation. 

** I am, Sir, 

" With great refpeft. 

Your very humble fervant, 
■^« No.4,Tavlors Buildings, T. Hardy, Secretary." 

Chandos ^tieet, July 6, 1792." 

" A deputation from the Friends of the People in Southwark, 
on the fubjeft of the dinner on the )4th July, attended, namely, 
Thomas Hardy, Maurice Margarot, John Richter, Mr. Littlc- 
john, Mr. Grant, and William Gow." 

Q. (To Afr. Lauzun, Jlicwing him a book.) Look at this 
book, where did you find it ? 

A It is one ot the books I found in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

Mr. Law. This is one of the ^oo th^t was tranfmitted by 
the Conftitutional Society to Hardy. 

(Read 
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{Read hy the Clerk of the Court.) 

Piinted anddiftributed gratis, by the Society for Conftitutional 

Information. 

" To Mr. Henry Dundas. 

•* Sir, London, June 6, 1792. 

«* As you opened the debate in the Houfc of Commons, Mav 
25th, on the proclamation for fupprefTmg publications, whicfi 
diat proclamation (without naming any) calls wicked and fcdi- 
tious, and as you applied tliofe approbious epithets to the works 
entitled * RIGHTS OF MAN,* I think it unneceffary to 
ofFer any other reafon for addrefling this letter to you. 

*' I begin, then, at once, by declaring that I do not belie\-c 
there arc to be found in the writings of any author, ancient 01 
modern, on the fubjeft of Government, a fpirit of greatei 
benignity, and a ftronger inculcation of moral principles, thar 
in thofe which I have publiflial. They coir.c, Sir, from a 
man, who, by having lived in diiFerent countries, and undej 
different fyflems of government, and who, being intimate in the 
conftruftion of them, is a better jud^c of the iulijewl than ii is 
poflible that you, from the wantof diofe opportunities, can be: — 
And, bcfides this, they come from an heait that knows not how 
to beguile. 

" I will ^urther fay, that when that moment arrives in which 
the bed confolation that (hall be left will be that of looking back 
on forne part aftions, more virtuc^us, more meritorious, than 
the reft, I iliall then with happii:cfs remember, among odicr 
things, I have written the RIGHTS OF MAN. — As to 
what proclamations, or profccutions. or place-men, or place- 
ex peflants,— thofe wlio poiTcfs, or thtjfe who are gaping for 
office, may fay of them, it will not alter their character, either 
with the world or with me. 

" Having, Sir, made this declaration, I Hi all proceed to 
rctnark, not particularly upon your own Ip^Cch on that occaiion, 
but on any other fpeech to whicli your mo lion on that day gave 
rife ; and I /hall begin with that of Mr. Adam. 

*' This gentleman accufcs n:e of yiot havinir done the vcr)' 
thing that / have doncs and which, he fays, if I had done, he 
fhould not have accufed me. 

*' Mr. Adam, in his fpeech, (fee Morning Chronicle of May 
26) fays * That he had well confidered the fubjecl of Confti- 
tutional Publications, and was by no means ready to fay (but 
the contrary) that books of fcience upon Government, though 
recommending a dcftrine or fyftem diffeient from the form ot 
our Conftitution (meaning that of England) were fit objects of 
profccutiou ; that if he did, be mud condemn (which he meant 

not 
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not to do) Harrington for his Oceana, Sir Thomas Moore for 
his Eutopia, and Hume for his Idea of a perfect Coimion- 
wcalth. But (continued Mr. Adam) the publication of Mr. 
Paine was very different; for it reviled what was mofl facrcd in 
the Conftituticn, deftroyed every principle of fubordination, and 
fjiahlijled nothing in their room,* 

" I readily perceive that Mr. Adam had not read the Second 
Part of Rights of Afcm, and I am put under the ncrcffity, cither 
of fubrnitting to an erroneous charge, or of juflifvingmyfelf 
againft it; and I certainly (liall prefer the latter. — Jf, then, I 
fliall prove to Mr. Adam, that, in my reafoning upon Syftems of 
Gt)vernment, in the Second Part oi Rights of Man ^ 1 liavcflicwn 
?s dearly, I think, as word:: can convey ideas, a certain Syftcm 
of Govcmmcnr, and that not exiftingin theory only, but already 
in full and eftabli/hed praftice, and fyftematically and pradlically 
free from all the vices and defedts oi the Engliih Government, 
and capabl.-; of producing more happinefs to the people, and 
that alio with an eightieth part of the taxes, v lii.h the prefcnt 
Syftem of Englifh Government confunies. I hope he will do 
me die juftice when hg next goes to tli? Houfc, to got up and 
confefs he had been mifiakcn in faying, that J lia«l cftM':Jhcd 
nothings and that I had dcflroycd every principle of jubcrdimition. 
Having thus opened the cafe, I now ciVie to the point. 
/; In the Second Part of RIGHTS OF MAN, I have 
diftinguifhed Government into two claffes or fylleir.s ; the one, 
the hereditary fyftcm ; the other, the reprefcntative fyRcm. 

" In the Firft l^art of Rights of Alan^ 1 have endeavoured 
to fliew, and 1 challenge any man to refute it, tliat there does 
not exift a right to ertabliih Hereditary Government ; or, in 
other words. Hereditary Governors ; becaufe Hereditary Go- 
vernment always means a Government yet to come, and the 
tafe always is, that the people who arc to live afterwards, have 
always the fame riglit to dioofe a Government for themfelves, as 
Ae people had who lived before them. 

" In the Second Part of Rights of Many I have not repeated 

thofe arguments, becaufe thcv are irrefutable; but I have .;on- 

^ned niyfelf to fliew the defcdls of what is called Hereditary 

Government, or Hereditary SuccefTion ; that it muft, from the 

'mature of it, throw Government into the hands of men totally 

"nworthy of it, from want of principle^ or unfitted for it from 

^^'aht o/ capacity. — James tlie lid. is recorded as an inftance of 

^•^^ iirft of diefecafes ; and inftances are to be found almoft all 

^^^^ Europe to prove the truth of the latter. 

^ *' To flicw tiie abfurdity of the Hereditary Syftem ft ill more 

"'"on^ly^ I will now put the following cafe — Take any fifty men, 

P''on^i^,yQyfly^ ^^j Jf ^,iii jj^ ygry extraordinary, if,*out of that 

Z number. 
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number, one man fliould be found, whofc principles and talents, 
taken together (for fome might have principles, and others have 
talents) would render him a perfon truly fitted to fill any very 
extraordinary office of National Truft. If, then, fuch a fitncls 
of character could not be expected to be found in more ilian one 
perfon out of fifty, it would happen but once in a thoufau.l years 
to the clJeft fon of any one family, admitting each, on an ave- 
rage, to hold the office twenty years. Mr. Adam talks of fome- 
thmg in the Conftitution which he calls moj} f acred \ but 1 hope 
he does not mean Hereditary Succeffion, a thing which appears 
to me a violation of every order of nature, and of common 
fenfe. 

** When I look into hiftory, and fee the multitudes ui men, 
otherwiic virtuous, who have died, and their fan:ilies been 
ruined, in defence of knaves and fools, and which they would 
not have done, had they reafoncd at all upon the fyf^cm ; I do 
not know a greater good that an individual can render to man- 
kind, than to endeavour to break the chains of political fupcr- 
llition. Thofe chains are now diflblving faft, and proclama- 
tions and profecutions will ferve but to haftcnthat diffolution. 

" Having thus fpoken of the Hereditary Syftem as a bad 
fyftem, and lubjecl to every poffible defeft ; 1 now come to the 
Reprcfcntative Syflem ; and this Mr. Adam will find dated in 
the Second Part of the Rights of Man, not only as the bcft, 
but as the cmly Theory of Government under which the liberties 
of a people C".n be permanently fecure. 

" ]iut it is needkfs now to talk of mere Theory, lince there 
is already a Government in full pradicc, eilahlirted upon that 
tlu^ory, or, i'l other words, upon the Rif;hts of M:in, and has 
beenlo for almolt twenty years. Mr. Fiti, in a fpeech of his 
fome <hoit time fince, fa id, ' That ihcre never did, nor ncvcrr 
could exift a Government cftablilhed upon tliofe Ri^^hts ; and 
that if it began at noon, it would end at night.' Mr. Pitt \% 
not yet arrived at the degree of a fchool-boy in this fpecies of 
knowledge. His pradlice has been confined to the mei;ns of 
exitrUng revenue^ and his boa 11 has been --/.iiv' much ? — Wliercas 
the boaf} of the Syftem of Government that 1 am fpcaking of, 
is not how much, but how little. 

*' The Syftem of Government, purely reprefentatlve, unmi^ccd 
with any thing of hereditary nonienfo, began in America. ^ I 
will now compare the cflbcSls of that fyftem of Government with 
the fyftem of Government in Englalid, botli during, and fiacc 
the clofe of the war. 

** So powerful is the "Reprefcntative Syftem, firft, bycor*^- 
bining and confolidating all the parts of a country together, ho*^" 
ever great the extent ; and fccondly, l)y admitting of noncb**^ 
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tatn properly qualified into the Government, or difmiffing them 
if they prove Co be otherwife, that America was enabled tliereby 
totally to detcdt and overthrow all the fchemes and projefts of 
the Hereditary Government of England againft her. As the 
cftablilhment of the Revolution And Independance of America 
is a proof of this fadl, it is ncedlefs to enlarge upon it. 

** I now come to the comparative effeft of the two Syftcms 
Jttce. the clofe of the war ; and I requeft Mr. Adams to attend 
to it. 

" America had internally fuflained the ravage of upwards of 
feven years of war, which England had not. England fuftained 
only the expencc of the war ; whereas America fuftained not 
only the expcnce, but the deftruftion of property committed by 
hotn armies. Not a houfe was built duriiig that period, and 
many thoufands were dcftroycd. The farms and plantations 
along the coaft of the country, for more than a thoufand 
miles .were laid wafte. Her commerce was annihilated. Her 
Aips were either taken or had rotted within her own harbours. 
The credit of her funds had fallen upwards of ninety per cent. 
that is, an original hundred pounds would not fell forten pounds. 
In fine, fhe was apparently put back an hundred years when 
tlie war clofcd ; which was not the cafe with England. 

" But fuch was the event, that the fame Reprcfentative Syf- 
tem of Government, though fmce l)ettcr organized, whicli 
enabled her to conquer, enabled her alfo to recover ; and fhe 
now prcfents a more flourifhing condition, and a more happy 
and harmonized fociety, under that fyftem of Government, than 
any country in the world can boaft under any other. Her 
towns are rebuilt, much better than before ; her farms and plan- 
tations are in higher improvement than ever ; her commerce is 
fpread over the world, and her funds have rifen from lefs than 
ten pounds the hundred to upwards of one hundred and twen^^y. 
IVlr. Pitt, and his colleagues, talk of things that have happened 
in his l>oyilh Adminiftration, without knowing what greater 
things have happened elfcwhere, and under other fyftems of 
CJovernment. 

«* I next come to ftate the expence of the two fyftems, as they 
riow fl^nd in each of the countries ; hxh it may firft be proper to 
obferve, that Government in America is what it ought to be, a 
matter of honour and truft, and not made a trade oifibr the pur- 
pofc of lucre. 

" The whole amount of the nett taxes in England (exclufive 
of the expence of collcvSion, of drawbacks, of feizures and 
condemnations, of fines and penalties, of fees of office, of liti- 
gations, and informers, which are fome of the blefled means of 
enforcing them) is foventeen millions. Of this fum, about nine 

Z 2 millions 
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millions go for tlic payment of the inteicd of the NahonaV 
J^cU, anu the remairulcT) Ixring about eight millions, is for the 
current annual cxixrnccs. I'hus much for one fide of the cafe. 
I now <;omc to the oilier. 

*• The cxpencc of all the feveral departments of the general 
Pvf.prefcntativc Ciovcrnmcnr of the United States of America^ 
extending over a fpace of country nearly ten times larger than 
England, is two liundred and, nmety four th(;ufand hvc hun- 
dred arjd fifty-eight dollars, which, at 4s. 6d. per dollar, i« 
66,275/. ^'^' flerling, and is thus apportioned: 

lixjunce of the Executive Defmrlment. 
*l'he Office of tne Prefidency, at which the Prciident /. i. 
receives nothing for himfeJf - - - 5,265 

Vice Prciident - - - - - 1,125 

Chief Juftice ----- c;co 
Five aflbciatc Juftices ... - - 3,937 lO 

Nineteen Judges of Diftrifts and Attorney General 6,^73 15 

Lcgiflative Dc/iartmcnt, 
Members of Congrefs, at fix dollars (i/. 75.) per day, 
• their Secretaries, Clerks, Cliaplains, Mcffcngcrs, 

Door-kcejicrs &c. - - - . 25,515 

Trcafury De/iartmcnt, 
Secretary, Afliftant, Comptroller, Auditor, Trca- 
furer, Rcgiflcr, and Loan-Office-keepcr, in each 
State, together widi all neceflary Clerks, Ofiice- 
kccpers, 2cc. ----- 12,825 
Dejiw tmcnt of State y including Foreign Affairs. 
Secretary, Clerkh, &c. &c. - - - 1,406 5 

Defiartmeni of lVm\ 
Secretary, Clerks, Paymafler, Commiflioncr, &c.. 1 1462 iO 

CommiJjioncYS for fettling old Accounts. 
The whole Board, Clerks, &c. - - - 2*598 Jf 

Incidental and Contingent Exjienccs, 
For Fire-wood, Stationary, Printing, &c. - 4,006 16 

Total - 66,275 II 
" On account of die incursions of the Indians on die hack 
fetllenKfiils, Congrefs is, at this time, obliged to keep fix thou- 
fand niiliiiu in pay, in addition to a regiment of foot, and a bai- 
t-^li( n ol artillcr)', which it always keeps ; and tliis incrcafes the 
i-xpcnte of the War JX-partmcnt to 390.OCC dolhirs, which is 
87,795/. lltrling; hut when peace iliall l)c concluded with the 
Imlians, the greateft part of this expcnce will i cafe, and the 
total amount of the expcnce of Government, including that of 
t!ic army, will not amount to one hundred thoufand pound* 
tleriing, which, as has been already dated, is l)ut an eightieth 
I)art of the expc iKts of the EngliHi Government. 

** I nrqueil 
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" I requeft Mr. Adam und Mr. Dimdas, and al 1 tho%vKo 
are talking of Conftkutibns^ and bkfiings, aiid King and 
Lords, and the hori knows what, to look at this flatcmcnt. 
Here is a form and fyflem of Government, that is better orga- 
nized and better adminiftered then any Government in the world, 
and diat fr)r tefs than one hundred thoufand pounds per annum, 
afld ]ret every Member of Congrefs receives, as a compenfatioix 
ix his tkne and attendance on public bufincfs^ one pound fevcn 
ihilliiffis per day, which is at the rate of nearly hve hundred 
Poud£ a year. 

" This is a government that has nothing to fear. It needs na 
proclainatioa to deter people from writing and reading. It 
needs no political fuperftition to fupport it. fi was by encourag- 
ii^ di£cui(£on, and rendering the prefs free from all fuhjeda of 
Government, that the fM^inciples of Goveniment became under- 
food ia America, and the people are now enjoying the prefcat 
Ueffings under it. You hear of no riots, tumults, and difordcn 
in that country ; becaufe there exifta no caufc to produce thcin- — 
Thofe things are never the effe<ft of Freedom, but of reflramt^ 
c^effion, and exceffive taxation. 

" In America there is not that cbfs of poor and wretches! people 
Aat are fo numeroufly difperfed all over England, and who are 
to be told" by a proclamation, that they arc happy ; end this Ls in 
a great meafure to be accounted for, not by the difference of 
proclamations, but by the difference of governments and the dif- 
ference of taxes between that country and this. Wh?.t the la- 
Iwuring people of that country earn they apply to their own ufe, 
andto the education of their children, and do not pay it away in 
taxes as faff as they earn it, to fupport Court extravagance, and 
a long enormous lift of Placemen and Penfioners ; and befides 
this, diey have learned the manly doctrine of reverencing thera- 
felves, and confequently of refpedting each other ; and they laugh 
*t iofe imaginary bemgs called Kings and Lords, and all the 
fraudulent trumpery of Courts. 

" When Placemen and Penfioners, or thofe who cxpev3: 
to.be fuch, are lavifti in praife of a Government, it is not a fig^i 
of its beinff a good one. The pcnfion lift alone, in England 
(See Sir John Sinclair's Hiftory of the Revenue, page 6", of the 
Appendix) is one hundred and feven tlioufand four hundred and 
four pounds, w/iic/i is more than the ex/icnce of th$ whole govern* 
^m of America amounts to. And I am more convinced than be- 
fore, that the offer diat was made to me of a thoufand pounds, 
for the copy-right of the Second Part of the Rights of Alan^ to- 
gether with the remaining copy-right of die Firft Part, was ta 
nave aftedted, by a quick fuppreffion^ w hat i? now attempted to 
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be done by profecution. The conneftiOn which die perfon\»hd 
made that offer has with the King's Printing Office, mav fumifli 
part of the means of enquiring into thi^ affair, when tne roinif- 
try fhall pleafe to bring their profecution to iflue. But to return 
to my iubjeft. — 

" I have faid, in the Second Part of Rights of Afan, and I 
repeat it here, that the fcrvice of any man, whether called King, 
Prefident, Senator, Legiflator, or any thing elfe, cannot be wordi 
more to. any country, in the regular routine of office, than ten 
thoufand pounds per annum. We have a better man in America, 
and more of a gcndcman, than any King 1 ever knew of, who 
does not occafion even half that expence ; mr, though the falaiy is 
tixed at five thoufand two hundred and fixty-nve pounds, he 
does not accept it, and it is only the incidental cxpences diat are 
paid out of it. The name by which a man is called is, of itfclf, 
but an empty thing. It is worth and charafter alone whieh can 
render him valuable, for without thefe. Kings and Lords, and 
Prefidents, are but jingling names. 

** But without troubling myfelf about Conftitutions of Govern- 
ment, I have fhcwn, in the Second Part of Rights of Man^ that 
an alliance may be formed between England, France, and Ame- 
rica, and that the expence of government in England maybe 
put back to one million and an half, viz. 

Civil expence of Government, - - - ^^.500,000 
Army, ------ 500,000 

Navy, - 500,000 

1,500,000 
And even this fum is fifteen times greater than the expences of 
government in America ; and it is alfo greater than the whole 
peace eftablifhment of England amounted to about an hundred 
years ago. ' So much has the weight and opprcffion of Taxes 
cncreafed fince the Revolution, and efpccially fince the year 
1714. 

** To fhew that the fum of 500,0001. is fufficicnt to defray 
all the civil expences of government, I have, in that work, an-, 
nexed the following eftimate for any country of the fame extent 
as England: 

** In the firft place, three hundred Reprcfentatlvcs, fairly 
defied, arc fufficient for all the purpofes to which IcgiHation can 
apply, and preferable to a larger number. 

" If then an allowance, at the rate of five hundred pounds pjt 

ann. be made to every reprefentative, deducing for non-attmd- 

ance, the expence, if me whole number attending fix monAseach 

year, woukl be - ^ - - - /•75»oo2, 

^ '^ « The 
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The Official Departments could not poflibly exceed the fol- 
lowing number, with the falaries annexed : viz. 
Three Officers, at 1 0,000 1. each, - 30,000 

Ten ditto, at 5,000!. each, - 50,000 

Twenty ditto, at 2,000 1. each, - 40,000 

Forty ditto, at i, 000 1. each, - 40,000 

Two hundred tlitto, at 500 1. each, - 100,000 
Three hundred ditto, at ?.ool. each, - 60,000 
Five hundred ditto, at 100 1. each, - 50,000 ' 
Seven hundred ditto, at 75 1. each, - 52,500 

^.497,500 
'* If a nation chofe, it might deduft four per cent, from all 
e ofifices, and make one of twenty thoufand pounds per annuiti, 
id ftyle the perfon who fliould fill it. King, or Majefty, or 
[adjefty, or give him any other title, 

" Taking, however, this fum of one million and an half as 
I abundant fupply for all the expences of government under 
ly form whatever, there will remain a furplus of nearly fix mil- 
m and a half out of the prefent taxes, after paying the intereft 
the National Debt ; and I have (hewn, in the fecond Part of 
ights of Marty what appears to me the bcft mode of applying 
e furplus money ; for I am now fpeaking of expences and 
vin^s, and not of fyftems of government. 
" I have, in the firft place, euimated the poor-rates at two mil- 
ms annually, and Ihewn that the firft efFedtual ftep would be 
aboliih the poor-rates entirely (which would be a faving of two 
illions to the houfe-keepers) and to remit four millions out of 
e furplus taxes to the poor, to be paid to t^iem in money, in pro- 
)rtion to the number of children in each family, and the num- 
Jr of aged perfons. 

" I have eftimated the number of perfons of both fexes in Eng- 
nd, df fifty years of age and upwards, at 420,000, and have 
ken one-third of this number, viz. 140,000, to be poor people, 
" To fave long calculations, I have taken 70,000 of them to 
5 upwards of fifty years of age and under fixty, and the other 
be fixty years and upwards ; and to allow fix pounds per ann. 
'^the former clafs, and ten pounds per ann. to the latter. The 
l>ence of which will be, 
Seventy thoufand perfons at 61. per ann. - - 420,000 
Seventy thoufand perfons at lol. per ann. - - 700,000 

^.1,120,000 
here will then remain of the four millions 2,88o,oool. I have 
ited two different methods of appropriating this money. The 
le is to pay it in proportion to the number of children in each 

family> 
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iamil)% at the rate of three or /our pounds per ann. for each chil 
the other Is, to apportion it according to the expence of living 
different counties ; hut in either of thefc cafes it ^ould, toeetl 
wirli the alfowance to be made to tlic agctl, completely take 
taxes frcm one-third of all the families in England, befidcs i 
lieving all the other families from the hurtlien of poor-rates. 

'* 1 he whole number of families in England, alotting five foi 
to each family* is one million four hundred thoufand, of whi 
I take one-third^ viz. 466,666 to be poor families, who now p; 
four millions of taxes, and that the pooreft pays at Icaft four gi 
neas a year ; and that the other thirteen millions arc paid by d 
other two-thirds. The plan, therefore, as ftatcd in the work i 
firft, to remit or repay, as is already ftatcd, thi; fum of foor mi 
lions to ilie iH>or, bccaufe it is iinpofllMe to feparate them froi 
Lie others in the prcfent mode of colle<^ing taxes on articles t 
confumption ; and, fecondly, to abolifti die poor-rates, riichotil 
and wiadow-light tax, and to change the Commutation Tax ini 
a progreffive tax on largj eflatcs, the particulars of all which ai 
fct for[h in the work, and to which I defirc Mr. Adam to reii 
for paniculars^ I fliall here content myfclf with (aying, dijt I 
a town of the population of MancheHer, it will make a USa 
cnce in its favour, compared with the prcfent ftate of things, i 
upwards of fifty thoufand pounds annually, and fo in proportic 
to all other places throughout the nation. This certainly is ■ 
more confequence, tlian tliat the. fane fums fhould be college 
to be afterwards fixint by riotous and profligate couniers^ar 
in nightly revels at the Star and Garter Tavern, Pall-Msll. 

" I will conclude this part of my letter widi an extrafl fr« 
the Second Part of Rights of Man, ^s\\\c\\ Mr. Dundas (a ntf 
billing in luxury at the exj>cnce of the nation) hss branded wii 
the epithet of • wicked.' 

' i]y the operation of this plan, tJie poor laws, ihofc inftn 
mcnts of civil torture, will be fuperfuled, and the waftcful c) 
pence of litigation prevented. The hearts of the humane tri 
not be {hocked by ragged and hungry children, and pcrfcm$< 
fcventy and eighty years of age I'fgjjing for bread. ThcdyiD 
poor will not l)c dragged from plat e to place, to breathe their M 
as a reprifal of |)arilli upon parifli. Widows will have anwi 
icnance for diclr children, and not be < artcd awav, on the deal 
of thtir hufbands, like culprits and triniiiials, and children vri 
no long':r be confidef ed as ijicreafing thedilJrcfles of their partJ* 
The liaums' of the wretched will bt- known, l>C(aufe itvill' 
to dieir advantage, and the number of petty crimes, the oftprifl 
of poverty and diftrefs, will be K-fTcned. 'ihc poor, as wcDa 
the rich, will dien \yc intcicfted in the fupport of govanmO 
and the- caufe and appreb.er.iion of riot, and tumuhswiUceafe*- 
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Te who fit in eafe, and iblace yourfelves in plenty, and fuch 
lere are in Turkey and Ruflia as well as in England, and who 
ly to yourfelves, are we not well off? Have ye thought of 
lefe things ? Whfen ye do, ye will ceafe to fpeak and feel for 
ourfelves alone.' — Rights of Man, Part II. p. 136. 

** After this remiflion of four millions be made, and the Poor 
l^ates and Houfe and Window-light Tax be abollfhed, and the 
'Ommutation Tax changed, there will ftill remain nearly one 
nllion and an half of furplus taxes ; and as by an alliance be- 
veen England, France, and America, armies and navies will, in 
great meafure be rendered unneceffary ; and as men who have 
ther been brought up in, or long habited to, thofe lines of life, 
re ftill citizens of a nation in common with the reft, and have 
right to participate in all plans of national benelit, it is ftated 
1 that work (Rights of Man, Part II.) to apply annually 
07,000!. iO||t of the furplus taxes to this purpofe in the follow- 
ig manner: 

To fifteen thoufand diftjanded foldiers, at 3s. per week 
each (clear of deduftions) during life, - - 117,000 

Additional pay to the remaining foldiers, per ann. - 19,500 

To the officers of tlie difbanded corps, during life, the 
famefumof - - - - - - 117,060 

To fifteen thoufand difbanded failors, 3s. per week, 
during life, - - - . - '- 117,000 

Additional pay to the remaining failors, - - 19,500 

To the officers of the dift)anded part of the navy, ^during 
life, •--- ---- 117,000 

^.507,000 

** The limits to which it is proper to confine this letter, will 
ot admit of my entering into further particulars. I addrefs it to 
Ir. Dundas, becaufe he took the lead in the debate, and he. 
ifties, I fuppofe, to appear confpicuous ; but ^^f nuroort of it 
tojuftify myfelf from the charge which Mr. Adam has made. 

** This gentleman, as has been obferved in the beginning of this 
tter, confiders the writings of Harrington, Moore, and Hume, 
» juftifiable and legal publications, becaufe they reafoned by 
>mparifon, though, in fo doing, they fhewed plans ^nd fvftems 
; government, not only different from, but preferable to, that 

England ; and he accufes me of endeavouring to confufe, in- 
^d of producing a fyftem in tlie room of .that which I ,had 
afoned againft ; whereas the faft is, that I have not only rea- 
ned by comparifon of the Reprefentative fyftem againft the 
ereditary fyftem, but I have gone further ; for I have produced 

inftance of a Government eftabliihed entirely on the Repre- 
rtative fyftem, under which much greater happinefs is enjoyed, 

A a much 



X86 THE TRIAL OF 

much fewer taxes required, and much higher credit is cdablifhed, 
than under the fyftem of government in England. The Funds 
in England have rifen fince the war only from 54 1. to c 7I. und 
they have been down, fince the Proclamation, to 87 1. wh<»rcas 
the Funds in America rofe in the. mean time from 10 1. Jf> 120I. 
His charge- againfk me " of dcftroying every principle < f fi.hoidi- 
nation,'* is equally as gro.undlefs, which even a i ingle paragraph 
from the work will prove, and \yhich I (hall here quote : 

" Formerly, when divifions arofe refpeding Governments, rc- 
courfe was had to the fword, and a civil war cnfutd. Thatfa- 
vage cuftom is exploded by the new fyllem, and recourfe is hat 
to a National Convention. Difcuffion, and the general will, ar- 
bitrates the queftion, and to this private opinion yields with \ 
good pace, and order is jireferv^d uninterrupted.^'* — Rights 
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Mr. Law, If you look in the book you was juft now read- 
ing, you will fee an entry of the 6th of July, ordering the ej^ciioi 
of the fix perfons named in Mr. Hardy's letter ; and dvat i 
ihould be completed at tfie next meeting. 

Lord PreJicUnt. Upon what date were tliey ballottcd for ? 

Mn Law. On the 13th of July. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Courts) 
••* At a meeting held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Fri- 
day, 13th July, 1792. 

** Refolved, Th^^t the gentlemen recommended by die Lon- 
don Correfponding Society, to be admitted alTociates, are eleded 
members." 

Mr. Attorney General. We ar^ going to read a letter from 
Hardy to Mr. Tooke, found among Mr. Tookc's papers, giv- 
ing him an account of the proceedings of the London Corrct 
ponding Society. 

€• (To Mr. Thornton.) You vc a clerk, I believe, at thfl 
^.^C-omcc, MarlborC-Jghrftrcet ? 

^ Yes Sir. 

q! Will you look at that paper {Jliewitig him ajiajttr) wa 

tlut found by you? 
A. Yes, Sir. 
<2. Where was it found ? 
A. Iq Mr. Home Tooke's houfc, 

{Read by the Clerk of the Cwrt.) 

" SiE, 
«* I will cflcem it a particular favour if you can t«coDe« 
10 bring ia your pocket, on Friday, the letter which I fcnt to yo 
i^bout mree qx four week* ago, as I mx rather at a lofii to wri 
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^0 the gentlemen without being in poffeffion of his letter. We 
keep ftill encreafing in number, knowledge, and (lability, and wfe 
are about to plant two more Colonies next week, which will make 
the nth and I2di Divifions. The fituation promifes to be very 
fertile. 

" I am, Sir, with great refpedl, your moft humble fervant, 

" Thomas Hardy. 
« Dated 24di July, 1792.** 

Mr. Attorney Genera/. We are going to give m evidence st 
letter of the 8th of Auguft, 1792, from Mr. Hardy to Mr; 
Tooke, defiring him to revife a letter of the London Corref-? 
ponding Society ; and defiring his opinion, whether it was pro- 
per he fhould lend a letter to tlie Secretary of the London Con- 
ftitutional Society. 

Q. (To Mr. ihomjifonyjfiewing him apaper^) Where did you 
.find that paper ? 

^. At Mr. Home Tooke's houfe. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
" Dated Auguft 8th, 1794, figned Thomas Hardy, addrefled to 
John Home Tooke, Efq. 
« Sir, 
** I lake the liberty of fending you a tme copy of the Addrefs 
to the Public from the London Correfponding Society, and 
"ope it will merit your attention, and in lorne meafure your ap* 
probation ; fKould be extremely happy to be favoured with your 
opinion of it before we print it, which we expeft to do before 
Monday. Is it proper to fend a copy to the Society for Con- 
fiitutional Information, next week, as the Society does not 
meet before the laft Friday of September ? 

*< lam, Sir, with great refpefl:, your moft obedient 
" humble fervant, 

« Thomas Hardy." 
Crofs-Examlned by Mr. Tooke. 
g. Where did Mr. Thompfon find that letter ? 
A. I cannot exa<ftly fay in what part of the houfe ? 
Q. Did you find it yourfelf, or did any other perfon give it 
you ? 

A. . I picked it out myfelf, and fhewed it to Mr. Ford j and 
Mr. Ford told me to mark it. 

O. Did you attend Ford to look over my papers ? 

^.Jdid. 

Q. Did he or you look them out ? 

jf. I picked them out. 

Q. Who elfe was there ? 

A a 2 A. Mr. 
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A. Mr. Thornton, Mr. Froft, and Mr. Vaughan. ^ 
Ford told me fuch as I picked out to mark them. 

Q. Did you lake all tlie papers that were found in j 
houfc ? 

A, No ; Mr. Thornton took fomc — what I marked I gave 
Mr. Ford. 

Mr. Tooke. I do not wirti to contend die papers were i 
found in my houfe, but I want to underfland how it came 
pafs one gentleman has a warrant to take my papers, and tl 
a number of others arc brought to prove them being foi 
there? ^ 

Q. Had you a warrant to take my papers ? 

A No. 

Mr. Tooke. I want to know what kind of fci/Aire of pap 
this is — Here has been a troop of officers fcnt to my hoi 
and I cannot tell what I have loft ; there may have been m 
papers taken away than can be examined in a year. 1 can 
tell what they took. 

Q. Mr. troft and Mr. Ford were there — Did thpy look 
them ? 

A, No. 

Q. Can you tell how many was taken ? 

A. No. 

^. You was not the only man that took them ? 

A, No; fomctimes they were given to Mr. Thornton, : 
fomctimcs to Mr. Ford. 

Q. No other perfon but Mr. Thornton and Mr. Ford! 
them ? 

A, Not as I know of. 

Mr. Attorfuy General. You fay Froft and Vaughan were I 

A. Yes. 

Q. Dill ihcy look at the papers at all ? 

A. I believe they might — I am pretty certain Mr. Vaug 
attended and took a lift of all the papers. 
, Mr. Tookc. You belong to the police-office. — You ai 
police-ofticcr ? 

A. I am. I belong to to the office at Whitcchapel. 

g. Can you fay whether Mr. Vaughan faw all tliat v 
taken ? 

A. There were certain papers taken by him. 

Q. I afk you whether you iuppt.fe Mr. Vaughan to be pofli 
of fuch fenfes as to determine what another man does witl 
feeing 1 — Have you fuch fenfes ? — Can you tell how far his < 
reached ? 

A. I can fpcak for myfelf. T believe Mr. Vaughan too 
copy, or a lift ; and there was a copy of it given to Mr, Fo 
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Mn Attorney General. You had no autliority but a war- 
rant^ 

A, No. 

Q. And that was granted in die ufual way ? 

A I cannot faj. I don't uiiderftand [he pra£lice. 

Mr, Atturney Genaa/, I am going to read a paper, like wife 
found In the cuflody of R'Ir. Tooke, being a letter from Mar- 
M)tj who became one of the affbciated members, to Mr. 
Tookcj deCring his opinion about the Addrefs to the National 
Convention, ciated 15th Sept- 1792, 

Q. (To Thornian^ Jlis^ving him ajiajm\) Where did you find 
that? 

A. At Mr. Tookc's houfc, at Wimbledon^ 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

" Dated Saturday, 15th September, 1792, High Street, St. 
Mary-le-bone, addrefled to J. H. Tooke, Efq. 

** Mr. Margarot wiflies to fubmit to Mr. Tooke's confi- 
deration, whether a plan might not be adopted for obtaining the 
alTent of all the different Societies throughout the nation, to an 
united, but fafe declaration ; affuring the French, that we enter- 
tain the moft friendly difpcdtions, &;c. &c. towards them ; and, 
that we will, to the utmoft of our power, difcountcnance all 
hoftile attempts, on the part of Miniftry, fhould tlie latter be bafe 
enough to forfeit the nation's pledged faith of neutrality. Mr. 
M. conceives fuch a meafure will prove more ufefid than a 
partial, 'and, peihapS, comparatively fpeaking, incdnfiderable 
fubfcription ; which, however, would be no ways impeded 
thepeby. A fimilar declaration would cerrainly quiet their jea- 
loufies with regard to the Englifh, and would encourage them 
in their arduous flruggie, while numbers of well wifhers to their 
caufe, who might come forward here wirli only their fignatures 
to the declaration, would give a moft fevere check to all open, or' 
even underhanded mini ftc rial attempts." 

Mr. Attorney GcneraL There is a letter dated next day, i6th 
September, 1792, from Mr. Hardy to Mr. Tooke, and found in' 
his pofleffion. 

(A Jia/ierJJiewn to Air, Thornton,) 

Mr. Thornton. This 1 alio found in Mr. Tooke's houfe, at 
Wimbledon. 

Mr. Tooke. Did Mr. Thornton read that letter that Is ihewn 
him here ? 

ji, I think not. I might look it over curforily. 

Q, When you read that part, wifhingto quiet the jealoufies of 
the French, did not you think the adminiilration then would have 
been very glad it had been done ? ,. 

Mt. 
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Mr. Bower. ' I beg pardon, but it is for the fake of feffulaf 
|>roceeding, I mufl uop tliat queAion. It is too much to nav^ 
a witnefs afkcd, that feized papers, what he thought vpon reading 
them ; — it has not a colour or refemblance of evidence. 

Mr. looke. If I am wrong, I ihall take the firft hint from 

Jour Lordfliips : but if a man has his papers feized, I conceive 
e has a right to afk after their contents ; — here are letters found 
in my houfc fent from other perfons, it not being proved I have 
done any thing under them. 

Lord Prejidcnt. Is your obfervation put into the fhape of a 
queftion — if it is, I am afraid it is not evidence. 
Mr. Tookc, If I am wrong-;— I am forry for it. 

(Read by the Clerk of tke Court.) 

" Signed Thomas Hardy, i6th September, 1792, addreffcd Co 
John Home I'ookc, Efq. Richmond Buildings. 
" Sir, 
•* I flioukl be glad to know your opinion upon the propofition 
fubmitted to your judgment by Mr. Margarot. I think with 
him, that it would have a good cfFeft, at die fame time the fub- 
fcription to go on as it now does. Ten or twenty fignatures 
would have more weight than as many thoufand pounds, fur ten 
men might fubfcribe that fum. 

" I am, Sir, with great refpefl: your moft humble fervant, 

" Thomas Hardy." 

Mr. Attorney General, Now go to the 28th September, 179a. 
Does Mr. Tooke and Mr. Hardy appear to be prefent ? 
Clerk of the jit raigns. Yes, Sir, 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

Read the following letter from the fecretary of the London Cor- 

rcfponding Society, to D. Adams, fecretary to the Society 

for ConlHtutional Information : 

, "Sir, 

" The London Correfponding Society having taken the rcfo- 

lution of tranfmitting to the French National Convention an 

addrcfs (figncd by all die members, or by the different delegates, 

each dating for how many members he figns) to aflure that i^ffer* 

iiig nation that we fympathife with them in their misfortunes — ^thac 

we view their cxciiions with admiration — that we wifti to give 

them all fuch countenance and fupjiort as individuals, unlup* 

ported and oppreffcd themfelves, can afford ; and that (hould 

thofe in power here dare (in violation to the nation's pledged 

faithof neutrality, and in oppofition to the well-known fenti- 

mencs of the people at large) to join the German band of defpocs 

tiiiitcd agaiiift liberty, we difclaim all concurrence therein, and 

will. 
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wSi^ to a man^ exert every juftifiable means for counterafbing 
" didr machinations againft the freedom and the happinefs of 
mankind. 

" I am ordered by the committee to acquaint the Society for 
Conftitutional Information therewith, in order to be favoured 
wim their opinions thereon, and in hopes that if they approve the 
idea, and recommend its adoption to the different focieties, the 
publication of fuch a refpe£table number of real names will 
jready check the hoflile mcafures which might otherwife be put 
10 execution. 

^* I am, with great refpefl, 
** Dear Sir, 
"London, Sept. 21, 1792, *' Your very humble fervant, 

" No^, Piccadillv, near the . *' T. Hardy, Secretary* 

" Top of the Aaymarkct." 
" Refolved, That the fecretary exprefs the thanks of this 
focietyto the London Correfponding Society, for their corarau- 
njcatioa ; and acquaint them, that this fociety do very highly 
approve of their intention. 

" Refolved, That the faid letter be read at the next meeting, 
fcrthe purpofe of confidering of publifliing the fame." 
i (Another Pafier, Read by the Clerk.) 

" Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 061. 5, 1792 ; 
prefent, Mr. J. H. Tooke : 
" Refolved, That the letter from the Correfponding Society, 
entered on the minutes of the laft meeting, together with the 
rdblution of the fociety thereon, be publiflied in the news- 
papers." 
Mr. Attorney General, Now go to the 28th September. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
** Refolved, That the fecretary exprefs the thanks of this 
fociety to the London Correfpondmg Society, for their commu- 
nication ; and acquaint tlicm that this fociety do very highly ap- 
prove of their intention." 

Mr. Attorney General, I now produce a paper, dated 6th 
Auguft, 1792. (To Mr, Lauzun, a fiaper being Jhewn him,) 
Where did jou find that ? 
A* This IS one that was found in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 
fRead by the Clerk of the Court,) 
^* Addrefs from the London Correfponding Society .to the liiha- 
bitants of Great Britain, on the fubjeit of a Parliamen- 
tary Reform. 

" Fellow Citizens, 
** Of every rank and every fituation in life, rich, poor, high, 
or low, we alklrefs you all as our brethren, on a fubjeft of the 
liigheft importance and moft intimately connefted with the wel- 
fare 
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fare of evcrjMndiviJunl who deems liberty a hlofllng, \vh 
takes ill tiio profperity of his Cijimtry, mid wlio wiihes to 
mit as much of cither as he p<)iii!>ly can, lo pollcrity. 

" Uiiinflucnecd by party pique or fehiih luoiives — nc 
afFrightcdat the frowr.SH?f p(/\vtr--iic>t in the le:jft awed 
evidently hollilc preparations of a r.ineh akirincd Aiiflo 
We, the Lrjndon Concfp(nub>.g Sfxiety, united with a v 
obtaining a T/ioroup;h ParHiinoitaiy Rcfornu anxi)i'<ly d< 
your ieiions and moil rollc/Jled attention to the pref^nt :> 
State of the Britiih Government ; we entreat yon to ex 
coolly and impartially the numerous abufes that prevail ll 
their deftruftive exMiletjuences on the poor, and their evi 
dency on nil, as alfo tlic rapidity with wliichthefe abufes em 
both in nun^.ber and magnitude. 

** We next fubniit to y»,ur examination an eiTe(^ual m< 
putting a flop to them, and of thereby relloring to our 1 
boaftcd than impaired Conftituiion, its priftine viiiour an 
rity ; and we thereunto warmly folicit tJic jundlion of 
efforts with ours. 

" This great end however we believe attainable, f(^lel 
the whole nation deeply 'im pre fTed with a fenfe of iis%\ 
uniting, and as it were with one voice demanding of tli 
wliom for a while it has cntrullcd its Sovereignty, a redo 
of Annual clctlcd ParliamcntSy unhtuffcd tinri unb'jUgJit Etc 
an J an equal Rc/ircjentotion cf the Irhole Body of the Peo/ili 

** Leaving to the enemies of Freedom, all violent, tumul 
and unconliitutional proceedings, we invite you to pea 
well regulated, and neighbourly meeiings, wherein indui 
worthy citizens may, as honell men, as good patiiots, in ; 
fonablc and fenfible manner, laying afide pr.'judi<e, Tcr 
and earnefllytakc into confidcration their rights, and the v 
of the prcfcnt and fucceeding generation. 

"As men can never barter away the 1 ights of tlicir poftc 
as encroachments on liberty or j)r(;perty ceafe not to be gri 
ces from their being cuftomary and of long Handing— an 
grievance is not the lefs felt for beitig denied bv tiu;fe who 
it — feeling grievances enormous, — feeing our liberties encro 
upon and endeavoured to be entirely purloined from us— a 
that our plaints are derided by government, and ourfelvcs u 
fully menaced bv thofe in power, we call upon you all, Bi 
to rcmcmbt r your piivileges, as fuch, and to affert your \ 
as Men — to pay all proper re^^-iid to vovr native freedoni 
to confklcr that, being the propcrtv of no tne man, nor of a 
>of men, it is highly tlif^naceful for you to futiir yourlelvc 
longer to be thus cnflavcd and difpofed of as cattle iu a fa 
irrational bcalis in a market, to the highefl bidder, 

-a 
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'* Laying afidc all pretenfions to originality, we claim no other 
merit, than that of rcconlidering and verifying what has already 
been urged in our common caufe by the Duke of R ichi lOnd, 
Mr. Pitt, and their then honeft party, years back, now differing 
firom diem, we fupport with candc ;ur and zeal (thereby proving, 
ourfelves no courtiers) the banner cf truth already difplayed 
againftthe oppreffors ^f mankind, and we take a pride in .acknow- 
ledging ourleives a part of that ufeful clafs of citizens which 
jfecemen, (peufioned with the extorted produce of oi:r daily 
labour) and proud nobility wallowing in riches, (a( quired fome- 
kow) affedt to treat v^iih a contempt too degrading for human 
nature to bear, unlefs reconciled to it by the refledtion, that 
Aough their inferiors in rank and fortune, we equal diem in 
talents and excel them in honefty. 

** Still, Friends and Fellow Citizens, pofleffed of fouls far 
fuperior to the evil fpiiit influencing theic oppreffors, thefe 
dcbafers of mankind, iiiftead of hating, we contemn them, and 
our motive is not vengeance, but redrels. 

" A conflitution we are faid to poflfefs, we are willing to 
believe it — if good, it allows redrefs to a comp aining people — 
rf excellent, as many afTert, it mufl natuiaily poiixt out the 
means thereof—Let it therefore be publicly and caret'uliy exa- 
mined — if it is really what it ought to be-— it cannot be too well 
known — if faulty —it cannot be too foon amended — nor can 
^t be done by a more competent judge, than the thus collefted 
'^e of the whole nation. 

" It is the right of every individual to be well acquainted with 
me laws that binds him — but how is the peafant, the mechanic, 
me manufafturer to obtain that necefTary kriOwl::dge — his time 
^Uy employed in labouring hard to provide a fcanty meal for 
bis family, and in Ciirning v^herewith to fatisfy the frequent and 
peremptory demands of furly tax-gatherers — ::e has no Iciiiire 
|or fnch intricate political reicarchcs ; and even wd^ he. by iieal- 
"^g that leifufe from his labour or hib fleep, to acquire die 
^fired infight, flill with fpirits depreffed by his fufferings, with 
fears encreafed by the clamourous threats of the penfioned all 
devouring locufls in office, the fore opprefTcd fubjecl feels the 
j^edy to be far out of his reach, and dreads tlie coniequence of 
^ing evenfuppofed to know how greatly he is wronged — Such 
*^ing the forlorn fituation of three-fourths of tbr nation, how 
^fp Britons to obtain information and redrefs f W ill the Co; rt, 
^U Miniflrv afford either ? Will Parliament grant them ? 
^iU the Nobles or the Clergy eafe the people's fuflFcrings ? ^. o. 
Experience tells us, and proclamations confirm it, liiai the 
^tereft and intention of power are combined to keep the nation 
^ torpid ignorance ! 

B b " The 
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" The Qply rcfource then, Friends apd Fellow Citi7Xti3»^ 
will be found in thofe focieties which, inftituted with a vie w 
to the public good, promote a general infl:ru6lion of our righ.t:s 
as men, expofe theabufes of thofe in power, and point out tl^e 
only conftitutional, the only efFedlual means of forwarding a 
public invcfligation, and obtaining a complete redrcfs for a peoj>le 
in whofe credulous good nature, originated their prefcnt diffi- 
culties. 

*' We will not hurt your feelings by a minute detail of our 
common grievances, you cannot be ignorant. Friends and Fel- 
low Suflerers, how generally power, place, pcnfion, and title, 
are the rewards of men whofe fervice to the Court have been of 
tiie greatefl: prejudice to the country, you painfully fed tlic 
confcquenccs — encreafed taxes, a great part of which are mofl 
vikly fquandered — a heavy national debt, begun with adcfigi"! of 
forming a powerful and monied court party, continued ^vit^l 
nearly the fame view, until its prefent enormous bulk, and from 
Its commencement militating againft: our liberties — too villl>ly 
are the numerous encroachments on our rights, too common tl^c 
infolence of office, the venality of magifcracy, the pprverfioiT of 
the laws, the letting loofe the military on every occafion, and 
thofe occafions eagerly fought. The fubjefl*s complaint* 
derided — the one part cf the nation turned into fpics and in- 
formers againll: the other — the but wherefore more ? I* 

here, not enough to prove, beyond a dpubt, that while we boa ft 
the befl: conftitution, the mildeft laws, the freeft government, v^c 
arc in faft flaves ! 

** Yet, Fellow Citizens, numerous as are our grievances, ami 
clofe rivetted as weighty the ihackles on our freedom, refoi'in 
one abufe, and the others will all difappear — if we once regain 
an amiually elected Parliament, and that Parliament to be fui ^'^Y 
chofen by all, the people \\ ill again (hare in the governmeat <« 
their country ; and tlieir then unbought, unbiafled fufFrages,. m ^J" 
undoubtedly fele*6l a majority of honeft meml>ers, 'while the ve'iy 
few unfound ones that may accidentally obtain feats, ^11, f^^^ 
the conlideration of their annual depcmlence on the people, thin* 
it highly advifeable to continue the difguifc tliat procured tti<^^ 
their eleftion, and at leaft wear the mafk of honefty — a ttisMjk 
neither at all times necelTary, nor at all times worn, in a feptca^^l 
Parliament. 

" Let no man imagine himfclf unconcerned in the propo»^ 
reform — let no wic think fo meanly of his fiiuation or abilW^^ 
as to fuppofe his ccnning forward will be of no fervicc to tb^ 
caufe of liberty ! Numbers, union, and perfevcrancc, muft ^ * 
the cn^l be crowned witli fuccefs, while Ci^mpared witli the fina» 
efforts of each individual, aflociating and thereby countcnancii^ 
V the 
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e demand of .the nation to be Teftorad to its conftltutional 
jhts, how great will appear the advantages refulting therefrom ! 

" An Honf.ft Parliament ! 

" An Annifel Parliament ! 

" A Parliament wherein each Individual will have his Re- 
prefentative ! 
" Soon then ftiould we fee our liberties reftored, the prefs 
e, the laws fimplified, judges unbiafled, juries independent, 
idlefs places and penfions retrenched, immoderate falaries 
luced, tlie public better ferved, taxes diminiihed, and the 
reflaries of life more within the reach of the poor, youth 
ter educated, prifons Icfs crowded, old age better provided for, 

I fumptuous feafts, at the expence of the ftarving poor, lefs 
quent. 

^* Look not upon this, dear Countrymen, as an errthufiaftic • 
ion, but rather let us together take a calm and rcafonable re- 
W of fuch an honeft Parliament aflembled — let us in idea 
rtail their feffion unto even the fhort duration of three 
mths in one year, or fixty-four meetings, for doing the 
nual bufinefs of the nation — dill five hundred honeft men 
acting fixty-four times, with both intention and capacity to 
ve their country, muft do fomething, miift employ their time 
nehow. Conteftcd eledlions none, or very few, and foon 
ermined ; party debates, none, the intereft ot the people being 
e ; long fpeeches much diminifh/ed, honeft men feeking rca- 
1, not oratory j no placemrn in the fenate, corrupt influence 
:s away, and with it all tedious, obftinate, minifterial oppofi- 
n to meafures calculated for the public good ; detefting chica- 
ry, opprcfnon, and injuftice of every kind, this houeft Parlia- 
-iit, finding that the laws wanted Amplification and arrange- 
?nt, would fct about it, however dcftruftive their labours 
ght prove to the fordid intereft of an ambitious judge, a prof- 
ited council, a packed jury, or a vile herd of pettifoggers, 
-ding juftices, bailiffs, or runners. 

" Finding that a moft extraordinary wafte of public money 
d taken place under the different pretences of places, penfions, 
ntra6ls, armaments, fubfules, fecret fervice money, &zc. our 
►neftand annual Parliament would, after narrowly fcrutiniz- 
g the fame, retrench every fum necdlefsly or wickedly laid out. 
" Recalling to their mind that wife and wholcfome provifion 
■ the I2th of William III. Chap. 2. enafting, that yf// re/o- 
tions taken in the Privy Council jHall be pgned by fuch of the 
rivy Council asjhall advifc and confent to the fame. They wo' 11 

II for art immediate renewal of that long fufpended law, jml 
' fo' doing, all deftrufl^ive fecret influence would be rooted up, 
id the people could then, at all times, difcover who were their 
ends, and who their foes. 

B b a " hcT 
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*« The people's Parli.'lmcnt, findinj; that under various pre* 
tenccs ^» nits of con.m(Mi land IkkI ha:n obtaiufd by fundrv 
j)crl()n»., i»o wiiys to the hen* II' of ilic conn'.ninity, hut very much 
to llicdiitrds ol .hi p«> r, thcianu: v.duld he (own re .orcd lolhc 
pubhf, iinfl ihe n;i)hcd pciilaat a^j^iiln cnal)lcd annually to fupply 
his diftieiFcd family with an incicalcd (luantity of bread out of 
the pmht aiilin;^ ironi the liberty ie^;ained, ot grazing a cow, 
two or ih^'ee iheep, or a bir)()d of gcefe thereon. 

" With deteftalion would that Parliament view any man 
enjoying the eniohmjems of Ux or fevcn places, cither needlefs and 
overpaid, as requiiing alt(>ge:her but on." officer, or ehc their 
ievend duties nei;le6i/d, and liu; public tliereby deprived of that 
fervice for Vvhirli they j);«y thcii money. 

** Numerous other reforms would undoubtedly take place, 
even in the Hill feliion of a Parliament fo eledted, dependent only 
on their clcv lor. s, the people ; untorn iliereiore by fadtion, undn 
vid.d by p'lrLy, unco!ruf)*eil by niiiiiltty, and uninHucnced but 
by the public gt>od. Kveiy iriinlaL'ion would tend to reform, 
and i; 1. ict «(()n(»my, its natunileonivcii.ence, ini^ht foou cna- 
bb' us lo redvice our taxes, and, by tiie iutegrily of Parliament, 
thar redd'.ri 'u vv.juld li^du upoti iiirh objedtsas heft might relieve 
tliepoor; iiiis lo iIjc ])v'(.ple wt/uid j)iove an advantageous and a 
novel felfio.i, and u» in h^-ncft Parliament not a tireiciinc one. 

" Therefor:', Uri ous. Friends and Fellow Crj7>ens, with 
Iiand and heait miite, claim wiiat is your right, |>crfeverc and be 
free, for who ihall dare lo withAand our jnfl demands ! — Op* 
preiri(.n, already trembling at tiic voice of iudividr.als, will ihrinlc 
away and ili!aj)|x mi for ever, when the naiion uiiited ihall aiTcrt 
its priviicj^' .., :iiid demand their reltoration. 
** Signed by Order, 

** M. Margarot, Chairman. 
*• T. Hardy, Secretary. 

" Ordered, that tlie fecretary of this fociety do tranfmic 
copies of the above to all the focieties in the nation, engaged ia 
the iume caufe. 

** London, 6th Auguft, 1792." 

Mr. ^ttotncy (icncral. My Lord, we have read a letter to 
the London C<;rnfpondinur So*^ iety, wc ihall now read one fron^ 
tlicn). (To the Clerk of Arraigns J Was Mr. Tookc prelent ? 

j1. Yes. 

Q. Nir. Martin ? 

j4. Yes. 

(?. -Bonncy ? 

Jl. Yes. ^ 

(^. Jovee ? 

A. Yes. 

C Hardy? 
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Q. Hardy? 
ji. Yes. 
Q: Richter ? 
Yes, 

^Read hy the Clerk of the Court.) 

^* Read a Letter from the London Corref[)onding Society, widi 
an inclofed Addrefs to the National Convention of France. 

" Sir, 
*'* Your favour of the 3d inftant, informing us that our pro- 
pofal for addreffing the French National Convention had met 
with the approbation of the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation ; we h:ive enclofed you a copy of the addrefs v^'e have 
drawn up and mean to fend, the Society at large having ap- 
proved of It. 

** Not in the leaft prefuming to propofc it for the adoption of 

Jrour Society, ourfelves will joyfully throw it afide, and as readily 
iibfcribe to any produftioii of yours better calculated to anfvvcr 
the purpofe, and lefs unwortliy being prefented to fo auguft an 
aflembly. 

** Should no other be produced, we imagine this plain but 
honeft addrefs will be adopted by feme ether Societies, in concur- 
rence with our own, and, relpefting the manner of figni»g^, of 
conveying, and of prel'enting it, your better experienced advice 
ivill greatly oblige. Gentlemen, 

^* Your very humble fervant, for the Committee of 
** the London Correfponding Society, 

" Maurice Margarot, Chairman. 
" T. Hardy, Secretary. 
« Thurfday, Oft. 11, 1792." 
Mr. Attorney General, That is a letter found in the cuftody 
of Adams, figned by Margarot and Hardy. Now read the ca-. 
dofure. 

(Read hy the Clerk of the Court,) 

* Frenchmen, 
* While foreign robbers are ravaging your territories, under 
the fpecious pretext of juflice, cruelty and defolation leading on 
their van, perfidy w^ith treachery bringing up their rear ; yet 
mercy and friendlliip impudently held forth to the world as the 
fole motive of their incivifms — the opprcffed part of mankind, 
forgetting for a while their own fuflerings, feel only for yours, 
and with an anxious eye watch the event, fervently fupplicating 
the Almighty Ruler of the Univerfe to be favourable to your 
caufe, fo intimately blended with their own. Frowned upon by 
an oppreflive fyftem of controulj whofe gradual but continued in- 
froachments have deprived tliis nation of nearly all its boaftcd 

liberty, 
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liberty, and brought us almoft to that ahjtO. ftatc of flavcry 

wliicn you have fo emerged, five thoui'and Britiih citizcni 

dignant, manfully flep forrh to refcue their country from A 

probrium brougiit upon it by die fupine conduct of the 

power ; they conceive it to be the duty of Britons to countei 

and affift, to the utmoft of their power, the champions of hi 

happv^cfs, and to fwcar to a nation, proceeding on the phi 

have adopted, an inviolable friendfliip ; lacred from this d 

that fricndftiip between us, and may vengeance to the uttc 

overtake the man who, hereafter, (hall attempt to caufe a ni] 

* Though we appear fo few at prefent, be afforcd, Fi 

men, that our number incrcafes daily. It is true, that rfw 

" npHftcd arm of authority at prefent keeps back the timid 

bufily circulated impofturcs, hourly miflead the credulous 

that court intimacy with avowed French traitors has fome 

on tlve unwary ana on the ambitious ; but with certainty v 

inform you, friends and freemen, that information makes a 

progrefs among us ; curiofity has taken poffeflion of the 

niiiid ; the conjoint reign of ignorance and defpotifin 

av^ay ; men now afk each other what is freedom, what a 

rights ? Frenchmen, you are already free, and Britons ai 

paring to l)econoe fo. Caflipg far from us the criminal prr 

artfully inculcated by evil-minded men and wily courtiers, i 

ftead of natural enemies, at lenpth difc over in Frenchm 

fellow-citizens of the world, and our brethren by the fam< 

venly Father, who created us for the purpofe of loving ai 

tually afllfting each other; but not to hate, and to be evei 

to cut each others throats at the command of weak c 

hitious kings andcorruj)t minifters: — fecking our real cr 

we find them in our b^^foms, we feel ourfelvcs inwardly t< 

andcvcrthc viflims of, a rcftlefs and all-confuming arift( 

hitheito the bane of every nation under the fun. Wil'el 

you a£lcd in expelling it from France. 

* Warm as our wiflies are for your fuccefs, eager as 
lo beliold Freedom triumphant, and man everywhere reft 
the enjoyment of his juft rights, afcnfe of our duty, as ord 
lizcns, forbids our flying to arms to your afliftance ; our | 
mcnt has pledged the national faith to remain neutral 
firugglc of liberty againft defpotifm, Britons remain neut 
fhamc ! but we have entrufted our king with dilcrc 
powers, we therefore muft obey — our hands arc bound, 
hearts are free, and they are with you. 

* Let German dclpots a6t as they pleafc, wc fhall 
at llicir fall, compaffionating, however, their cnflavcd f 



John hoi^nx toaxc. l^ 

Vehopc this tyranny of their maftcrs will prove the means of 
^4aftating, in the full enjoyment of their rights and liberties^ 
lillions of our fcUow-creaturcs. • 

* With unconcern, tlicrcfore, wc view the elc£lor of Hano- 
cr join his troops to traitors and robbers; but the king of GrcaC 
Britain will do well to remember that this country is not Hanojer 
-Ihould he forget this diftinftion, we will not, 

* While you enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided dc- 
mdcri of freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea, the numerous 
Icffings mankind will enjoy. If you fucceed, as we ardently 
nih, the trij^ple alliance (not of crowns, but) of the people of 
America, France, and Britain, will give freedom to Elurope, and 
cacc to the whole world. Dear friends, you combat for the 
^vantage of the human race — how well purchafed will be, 
bot^ at the expence of much blood, the glorious unprecedented 
«ivuege of faying, mankind is free — tyrants and tyrapny are no 
Borc— peace reigns on the earth, and tms is the work of French- 
nen.' 

" Rcfolved, That the thanks of this Societv be given to die 
[-ondon Corrcfponding Society for the above aadrcfs, tranfmittcJ 
^ tfiem ; and that the Secretary acquaint them diis Society do 
Ughly approve of the fpirit of the fame." 

Mr. Jttornay General. Go to the meeting of the Society 
wld at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 19th 
Oflobcr, 1792. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

" Rcfolved, That a Committee be appointed to confer with 
he delegates of the London Correfponding Society, on the ad- 
W*8tothe National Convention of France." 

Mr. Attorney General. Now go to the 26th Odober — Was 
Mr. Tooke prcfeiu ?' 

Clerk of Arraigns. Piefent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

" The Secretary read the report of die Committee apppintcd 
at tlie laft meeting. 

" Refolved, That the report of that Committee be re-com- 
iiitted. 

" Rcfolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, the 
uipofe of the addrcfs drawn up by tlie London Correfponding 
ociety, will be much better anfwercd by feparate addreffes from 
ledifrercnt Societies, than by (;nc joint addrcfs^ 

<* Refolved, That at tlie next meeting of tliis Society may 
5 confidered an artfwer to the London CoiTefponding Society, 
J the fubjeft of their letter, accompanying their addrefs to the 
ational Convention of France. 
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" Refolved, That at the faid meeting the Society do attend t3 
the example of the London Correlponding Society, and coniidor 
of an addrefs to the National Convention of France.*' 

Mr. Attorney General, Go to the 2d of November — Does 
Mr. Tooke appear to be prefcnt ? 

Clerk of the Arraigns. Prefent, Mr. J. H- Tooke. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
" At a meeting at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand^ 
Friday, 2d November, 1792; prefent, Mr. Tooke, Mn 
Martin, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonney : ' - *n 

« Ordered, That the anfwer to the letter of the London Cor^ 
refponding Society, accompanying their addrefs to the National 
Convention of France, be referred to a Committee. 

*' Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to confidcr of 
■an addrefs to the National Convention of France. ' 

« Refolved, That Meffrs. Barlow, Sinclair, dnd Tuffin, do 
compofe the faid Committee, and be requeftcd to make their it^ 
port on Friday next." 

Mr. Attorney General. The import is, that Barlow, Sinclair, 
and Tuflin, Ihiould prepare the addrefs. Now go to the gtn^oi 
November. 

' (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

" At a meeting of die Society for Conftitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand* 
Ffiday, 9ili ^ i;v ember, 1792." 
Mr. Attorney General. Was Mr. Tooke prefent? 
A. Mr. T(K>:se, prefent. 
Q- ^^ iis Mr. Manin there likcwife ? 
A. Yes, he was. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
** The Co:vmittce appointed at tlie laft meeting to prepare an 
addrefs from this Sjcictv, to the National Convention of France, 
made dieir rem^rt, and prcdaccd the following addrefs ; wliich wa» 
read and apj)rovcd. 

" The Sec icty for Conftitutional Information in Londot* 

*' to ilic Nari.'iial Convention in France. 

" Servinijs f iSovcre'^gn Peo/ile, and Bcnefadors of Mankinds 

We rtj/.ice liiyt your revolution has jw rived at that poifl^ 

of perfc.' icM /.likrh will permit us to adurci'5 you by this title 9 

iris the onl) one that can accord with tlie charader of true Ic^ 

gillurcjrs. J.very fucccfTivc epoch in your aftairs has added fomc^ 

thing to the triumphs of liberty; and the glorious vidory of ih^ 

ioct« 
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3f Auguft, has finally prepared the way for a conftitution, 
1 we truft you will eftablifli on the baFis of reafon and 

Confidering the mafs of delufion accumulated on mankind, 
"cure their underftandings, you cannot be aftoniflied at the 
Ition you have met with both from tyrants and flaves. — 
nftrument ufed againft you by each ot thefe claffes is the 
; for in the genealogy of human miferies, ignorance is at 
:he parent of opprefTion and the child of fubmiffion. 
The events of every day are proving that your caufe is che- 
by the people in all your continental vicinity ; that a ma- 
ot each of thofe nations are your real friends, whofe go^ 
lents have tutored them into apparent foes, and that they 
yait to be delivered by your arms from the dreaded necelt 
■ fighting againft them. 

The condition of Englifhmen is lefs to be deplored : here 
nd of oppreffion has not yet ventured completely to ravifli 
in from aj, nor openly to point the fword at you, Froni 
s burning with ardor in your caufe, we tender you our 
sft wi/hes for the full extent of its progrefs and fuccefs. It 
eed, a facred caufe ; we cherifh it as the pledge of yo«r 
lefs, our natural and near eji friends^ and we rely upon it as 
nd of paternal union to the human race, in which union 
^n nation will furely be one of the firft to concur. ' 
)ur government has ftill the power, and perhaps the inchV 
, to employ hirelings to contradift us ; but it is our reaP 
Q that we now fpeak the fentiments of a great majority of 
glifh nation. The people here are weariea with impofture, 
)m out with war. They have learned to rcfleft, that both 
I and the other are the offspring of unnatural combinations 
ety, as relative to fyfte^is of government, not the refult of 
ural temper of nations as relative to each other's pofiti on. 
ro on, legiflators, in the work of human happinefs. The 
5 will in part be ours, but the glory Ihall be aU your own : 
I reward of your perfeverance : it is the prize of virtue. 
>arks of liberty preferved in England for ages, like the 
itions of the northern Aurora, ferved but to fhew the dark- 
ible in the reft of Europe. The luflre of the American 
lie, like an effulgent morning, arofe with increafing vigour, 
I too diftant to enlighten our hemifphere, till the fplendor 
French Revolution, burft forth upon the nations in the 
vour of a meredian Sun, and difplayed in the midft of the 
;an world the praftical refult of principles, which phi- 
' had fought in the fhade of fpeculation, and which ex- 
e muft everywhere confirm. It difpcls the clouds of 
C c prejudice 
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prejudice from all people, reveals the fecrets of all defpotifin, aod 
creates a new charaaer in man. 

" In this career of improvement your example will be foon fol- 
lowed ; for nations, rifmg from their lethargy, will reclaim die 
rights of man with a voice which man cannot refift. 
" Signed, by Order of the Society, 

" SEMi»LE, Chairman. 
*' D. Adams, Secretary. 
" Rcfolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to die 
Committee who prepared the above addrefs." 
'Lord Frejidcnt. Who ^were they ? 

Mr. Attorney GenerciL Barlow, Sinclair, and Tuffin pre- 
pared it. 

Mr. Erjkinc, Lord Scmple was in the chair. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Ciurt.) 

«' Refolved, That Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froft, be deputed by 
this Society, to prcfcnt the addrcfs of this Society, at the Bar of 
the National Convention of France. 

" Rcfolved, I'hat the thanks of this Society be given to Mr. 
Barlow and Mr. Froft, for accepting the above deputation. 

" Refolved, That the fame refolutions be figncd by die 
Secretary." 

Q. (To Mr. Maclean,). Look at that paper (,/iewing him a 
Jtajur) Where did you find that ? 

ji. I found that in the poffeffiaa of Mr. Adams, 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
" Dated Paris, 29th November, 1792, figned Joel Barlow and 
John Froil, to die Society for Conftitutional Informatioa 
m London. ' 

** Citizens and AffociateSy 
** We have executed your commiffion to the National Con- 
vention at France, in a manner which we hope will meet youf 
approbation. A tranflation of the papers, herein cnclofcd, 
were yeftcrday prefcnted at the Bar of the National Conven- 
tion, and received with uftlvcrfal applaufe ; after which the prc- 
fident gave us the kifs of fraternity in behalf of the French 
nation, which wc returned on behalf of our Societies. The 
fi.enc drew tears from a crowded affembly, it was the reconci- 
^ liation of brothers who had long been excited to mortal enmitT 
bv mifundcrftanding and mutual impofition, the wound tliat had 
bled for ages was clofcd and forcot, and, by the voice of natuief 
dcdaicd it ihould never more l)c opened. The prelidcnt pro- 
nounced a difcourfe in anfwcr, wlach wc Ukcwife cnclofc." 

Mr. 



jOrtN I^OkNE tOOKE. 2O3 

Mr. Attorney General. We are now going to read their ad- 
efs to the Convention. 

Q. (To Maclean.) Where did you find that paper ? (Shew^ 
f him a pajier.) 
A. In the poffcffion of Mr. Adams. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) ^ 

* Paris, 28th November, 1792, figned, Joel Barlow and 
John Froft, at the bar of the Convention : 
" Citizens of France, 
" We are deputed by the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
m in London, to prefent to you their congratulations on the 
iurpphs of liberty — The fociety had laboured long in the caufe 
ith little profpedi of fuccefs, previous to the commencement of 
)ur revolution; conceive then their fentiments of gratitude, 
hen they found reafon acquiring that folidity, which promifes to 
ward die labours of all good men, by fecuring the happinefs of 
eir fellow creatures. 

" Innumerable focieties of a fimilar nature are now forming 
I every part of England, Scotland, and Ireland, to obtain a 
eform — After the example which. France has given, the fci- 
ice of revolutions will be rendered eafy, and the progrefs of 
Gng liberty rapid ; and it would not be ftrange, if in a period 
r Ihort of what we fhowld venture to prediS, addreffes of feli- 
tation ihouldcrofs the Teas to a National Convention in Eng- 
Jid. 

"We are alfo commifTioned to inform the Convention, that 
ic lociety whom we reprefent, have fent to the foldiers .of 
My a patriotic donation of one thoufahd pair of ihoes, which 
re at this time arrived at Calais, and the fociety will continue 
ending one thoufand pair a week, for at leaft fix weeks- to 
ome ; we only want to know to whofe care they £hould be 
ddreffed.» 

Q. (To Mr. Maclean.) Where did you find that ; (Jliewing 
'^ afia/ier) or did you find it any where ? 

'^. I found it in the poflefTion of Mr. Adams. 
'Mr. Attorney General. This is a tranflation of the Prefident's 
uifwer. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

** Brave Children of a Nation which has given luftre to ttt 
1^ worlds, and great examples to the univerfe, you hif^e 
w^cd us with fomething more than good wifties, fince the 
J^tion of oiir warriors has excited your folicination, the 
renders of our liberties will one day be the fupporters of your 
JJJTMrou command our efteem, you will accept our gratitude ; 
I** fons of liberty to the world will never forget the obligations 
Cc 2 of 
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of the Englifh nation — the fliades of Hampden and Sidney alt 
hovering over your heads, and the moment cannot be far diftant 
when the people of France will offer their congratulations to a 
National Convention in Rnc;land. Your ifland, it is faid, wai 
fevered from tlic Continciu by a great convulfion of the globe, 
but liberty will repair the breach, in rcftoring the two nations 
to that harmony and friendlhip for which nature has dcfigned 
them. 

" Generous Republicans, your appearance in this place will 
form an epoch in the hiftory of mankind ; hiflory will conic- 
crate the day when, from a nation long regarded as a rival, in 
the name of a, great number of your fellow citizens, you ap- 
peared in the midft of the National Convention of France ; and 
flie will not forget to recount that our hearts expanded at the 
event. 

" Tell the focicty that deputed you, and affure your felkyw 
titizens in general, that in your friends, the French, you ban 
found men." 

Mr. Soliclior General. (To Mr. Wnodfall) Is that Mr. 
Tooke's ha fid- writing, Mr. Woodfall ? (J/iewing him a pafur.) 

j1. i believe it is. 

g. (To Ihornton.) Where did you find that? (Jliewing him. 
a fiajier.) 

A. 1 found that in thc'houfo Mr. Home Tooke, at Wimbb- 
don. 

{Mr. Hufkifon ivas ccdlcd, and dcjired to look at the French ' 
copy^ whik the Clerk read the tranjlation.) 

(Read hy the Clerk of the Court.) 

« Mr. PRKSIDJiNT, 

•* Thirty yoars ago I travelled in France, when fhc wil 
enflaved ; 1 received a thoufand civilities, and I was chagrinel 
at her df Iliny. # 

" I now come to accjuit mvfelf of a fmall part of my forma 
debt to France — in a ibte of. freedom, I entreat her to ac( 
of thcfe 4,coo livres, and to apply them to the expences of 
war again ft ;dl tlie tyrants who have dared, or fhall daittt 
attempt againft her liberty, without excepting any one, weiti 
even of my own country. As to the debt of nonour contrafifl 
as a French citizen, it will be my objedl, the reft of my life, U 
acquit myfelf of it faithfully and with zeal." 

Mr. Soleitor General. (To Thornton.), Where did yoa £■ 
diat ? (fnewing him a /jajier.) 

A At Mr. Home 1 ooke's houfe, at Wimbkdon. 

(^. (To Mr. IVoodfall^ Jhewing him a paptr.) It that Ml 
Tooke's hand-writing ? 

A. That is Mr. Home Tooke's, I believe- 

Mr. 
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Mr. Tooke^ It is my hand- writing. 

Mr. Solicitor General. It is a draft of a letter to Fetion. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
^ Sir, 

•* You are now aware of Friends in England, who ardently 
■ wifli to be ufeful to the liberty of the French, but we wifh to 
kfiow fome one of your friends who refides in London, and in 
whom you have an entire confidence, to whom we may give 
our money, in the affurance that it will be remitted to you with- 
out delay, and widiout fraud. — Mr. Froft, to whom I entruft 
Ais letter, is going to fet out immediately with Mr. Paine, for ' 
Paris, and allows me no time for ceremony, if it were neceflary. 
I requeft you to fend me the name of fome Frenchman in Lon- 
don, merchant or other, for the purpofe above mentioned. — 
We can now begin our contribution with i,ooo/. fterlmg, and I 
have no doubt, but it will hereafter amount to feveral thoufands. 
If you confider this ftep in the fame point of view tliat we do, 
you will fee in it much advantage to the common caufe of 
England and France ; I entreat you to give itie your fentimcnts 
on the fubjedf, and to point out to n\e any means by which I 
may be ufeful to you. 

(Signed) « J. H. Tooke.'' 

yury. Pray, what is the date of that letter ? 

Clerk of the Arraigns. No date. 

Mr. Erfkine. It was fcnt over by Mr. Froft, long before the 
war. 

Mr. Solicitor General. Here is the anfwef to it, which will 
beft fliew the date. 

Q. (To Mr. Thom/tfon.) Where did you find that paper ? 
(fliewing him a pafier.) 

A. I found that in Mr. Home Tooke's poffeflion. 

Q. (7e? Mr. fVoodfally /hewing him a paper.) Be fo good 
as to look at the orher fide of that, and at the end there is 
marked when it was received } 

A. The words are — received at Wimbledon, Wednefday, 
October 9th, which I take to be Mr. Tooke's writing. 

Mr. Tooke. Yes, that is mine. 
. Lord Prejident. This is the paper you are going to read ? 

Mr. Solicitor General. This is Petion's letter in anfwei-. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

** Paris, I ft 0<a. 1792, the firftyear of the French RcpubKc. 
« The Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality, fitting 
at Laone, the capital of the department Dp L'aifne, to the 
Patriotic Society of London, named the Society for Con-r 
fiitutiooal Information. 

% " Gc^eroui 
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*< Generous Republicans, the philanthropic gift you have pre-* 
fcntcd to the warriors of France, fhcvvs the intcrcft you take in 
the caufc of liberty — accept the thanks of the fociety that does ho- 
nour to itfelf, in affuring you, tlic time is not perhaps far diftant 
when tJic foldici s of our liberty fhallbe able to teltifjr tlioir gratitude 
to you, and their arms ihali be for you ; we will acknowledge 
no rights but the.Rights of Man ; then France and England ihall 
form together a treaty of union, as lafting as the Seine and the 
Thames, and there, as here, fhall exift no other reijgn than diat 
of liberty, equality, aiulfriendihip — may that day of liberty foon 
fhine upon the horizon of two nations formed to admire each 
other." 

(Another fiajier read by the Clerk of the Courts) 
*' At a meeting of the Society for Conflitutional I nfontiation, 

Friday, 2 1 ft December, 17^2 ; Mr. J. H. Tooke prefent." 

Q. ('A Mr^ Maclean^ Jhevjing hhn a Jiajier,) Where ^\i yoo 
find that ? 

J, 1 found it at Mr. Adams's houfp. 

Q. What date is it ? 

2. December 21, 1792. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

** Read a letter from the Society of the Friends of Liberty and 
' Equality, at Macon, in the department of Sicnc and Loire'. 

" Ordered, That the fame be entered on the minutes of the 
fociety. 

" Refolved, That Mr. H. Tooke, Mr. Moore, Mr. Watt, . 
Lord Semple, Mr. Gerald, Mr. Kyd, Mr. Fitzgerald, and 
Mr. Bonney, be a committee for foreic;n correfpondence. 

*< Refolved, That the letter from the faid fociety be refenicd 
to the committee for foreign correfpondence. 

** Ordered, that the proceedings of the committee for foreign 
correfpondence be entered in a fcparate book." 

Mr. Bower, The laft witnefs proved the paper going to bc 
read, to be fouiad among tlie papers of Mr. Adams. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
" Firlt year of the French Republic, De«K;mber, 6, 1792. 
*« The Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality, efta- 
bliflicd at Macon, in the department of the Siene and 
Loire, to the Conftitutional Society in London. 
" Yes, Citizens, our brethren and friends, the lorh of 
Augiift, 1792, ihall be diftinguifhed in the annals of the worU 
as the day of triumph and liberty ; our firfl revolution did but 
fliew to us tlie falutary principles of the impercejniblc rights of 
man j all, except the unpiiiuiplcd enemies of humanity, adopted 

tJicm 
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1 enthufiafm. It was then we formed ourfelves into a 
I order the better to imprefs them on ourfelves, and after- 
teach them to our fellow citizens. 
• tirft conftitution had confulted them, but had not 
Jcen them for its bafis, the difference of* paffions, the 
habit, the impreffions of prejudices, and the power 
ues, employed in our conftituted affembly, found 
t to preferve fufficient authority to our tyrants, to 
ti, for fome time, the facred rights of nature, ai;d to 
[h defpotifm on its throne of iron ; but royalty thus pre- 
r^s not content with the vidliory that thus fecured to it 
t number of corrupt perfons who furrounded it, it was 
: to reap the fruits that it appeared to promife itfelf, 

great eageniefs has.haftened its ruin, and fecured the 
of reafon. — The French foon became fenfible of the 
:ion of their firft laws, they faw that they made a fur- 

the rights of liberty and equality, which they embraced ; 
id themfelves anew^ to make laws impartial and humane ; 
ice the neceflary revolution on the loth of Auguft, 1792 ; 
ice the fecond revolution, which is only the completion 
■ft, which has received our voices and our oaths, and 
e will blefs for ever ; and which leads us, as we hops it 
he happinefs of the nation ; it conftantly maintains the 
id equality of the people ; let tyrants calumniate them, 
*e them too much to condefcend to anfwer them, or to 
heir eftecm. That which flatters us is the intereft you 
our labours, and your attention to contribute to the 
if our arms ; we defire your efteem, we are proud of 
robation, we fmile at the exprellion of the fentiments 
lifefted to our reprefentatives ; we behold the nation of 
raife itfelf for the caufe of humanity ; we behold the 
nglifh become our friends, and adopt our principles ; 
:o ourfelves with pleafure, foon will they become our 
id, uniting in our efforts, we fhall go on to deliver the 
from the yoke of tyrants, to reftore the nation to reafon 
ty. That day is not far diftant, if we may rely upon 

1 courage, and yours ; in the mean time — receive o.up 
md correfpond with brethren, who fet a high value on 
lem. (Signed) 

" La Vigne the Younger, Prefident. 

" De Sang, Secretary." 
fttorncy General. My Lord, I am going to prove an 
' the 5th 03:ober, 17^2, namely, a letter from Joel 
conveying to the Conftituticyial Society, a book of his, 
I to the National Convention. — It was read upon Mr. 
trial. 

{Read 
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(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
•* At a meeting of the Conftitutional Society, held at the 
Crown and Anchor 'ravern, in the Strand, Friday, 5th 
0£lobcr, 1792; prcfciit, Mr. J. II. Tookc. — Read the 
following letter from Joel Barlow, to die Societ^for Con- 
ftitutional Information, in London. 
" Gkn'ti.kmkn, 
" I have juft puhlilhed a fmall trcatife in a letter to the Na- 
tional Convention of France, on the defetSls of jthe conftituiion 
6f 1791, and the extent of the aniendmenrs which ought to be 
applied. Although the ohfervations coniaiii'-d in this are more 
particularly to l>e applied to the Frcncli nation, yet as the true 
principles of government are the fame in all countries, being 
founded on the Rights of Man, which are univerfal and impcr- 
fcriptihle, I conceive the purpofc of this cannot Ix: foreign to the 
great intercAs of your affoc intion, of which you have done me 
the favour to make mc an honorary memlur. — I therefore prc- 
fenta copy of it to you, with the fame confidence I have doneto 
the National Conventicm ; a confidence ariling from a fuUcon- 
viftion thrit tiie work is founded on truth and reafon, although 
thefe principles fccm not fo immediately reducible to praftice in 
the government of this country, as in that of France ; yet the 
examination of them can never be unfeafona!>lc tr> any nation.— 
A great revolution in the affairs of the nation is dv)ubtlef8 foon to 
be rx])efted throughout all Europe, towurds the attainment of 
which, is thewiili of your friend and adopted brother, 

** Joel Barlow.** 
** Rcfolvcd, That the faid letter be taken into confidcration at 
the next meeiing." 

" At a ir.ecti.ip^ Ik Id at the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the 
Strand, Oc^uhrx 12, 1792 ; Mr. Bufh in the Chair; pre- 
fent, Mr.J. H. Tooke. 
«* Read Mr. Br.rlow's letter to the National Convention of 
France, on the defc'ls of the oonftitution of I79i> und die ex- 
tent of the iimen<lm:.'n;s which ought to h.; appheil 

" Refolved, 'i'hal Mr. Stup..:i !)e reciucfted io draw up anan- 
fwcr to tlie letter of Mr. Barlow, reautit the laft meeting, et- 
prcffmg how much pride tlii^ Society feel at having elcfledhioa 
an honorary member. 

JosKPH JoFiNSON fwom. Kxamin'd by Mr. BowE*. 

Q, You are a bookfeller, I believe ? 

ul.^ Yes, Sir. 

Q.*Be fo 'UH,i\ as to look at that paper, (Jlicwinga f»Mfi 
wlii( h was Ih'.: vvn to you lall week — Did you print iliatbook* 
publiih it ? • 

A. I puUiM 
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A, I publiflied a book with tins title. 
Q. That book you faw laft week ? 

J. I cannot tell whether it is the fame or not — ^it has the ap- 
pearance of it. 

Q. You fiiy it has the appearance o( the book you pub- 
liflied? 

A It has. 

Q. Who did you publifli it for ? 

jA. I think ihwas at the requeft of the audioT* 

Q. Do you mean by author, Toel Barlow ? 

J. Ido. ^ » ^ 

Q. You was employed by him as his primer ?- 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. You believe that to be a book you printed ? 

yi. It has all the appearance of it. I cannot tell extept 1 
t^d it. 

<2- Do you 'know any thing of any other circulated by you 
tut that ? 
J. No, Sir. 

(Read hy the Clerk of the Court.) 
** A letter to the National Convention of France on the de* 
fcfts of the Confticution of 1791 ; and the extent of the amend- 
ments which ought to be applied, by Joel Barlow, author of 
Advice to the Priviledged Orders — The Yifion of Columbus-^— 
and the Confpiracy of Kings. 

** Gentlemen, 

{P. 3.) " The time is at laft arrived, when the people of France, 
by reforting to their own proper dignity, feel themfelves at liberty 
to exercife their unembarraffed reafon, in eftablifliing an equal go- 
vernment.. The prefent crifis in your affairs, marked by the 
^ffcmWing of a National Convention, bears nearly the fame re- 
lation to the laft four years of your hiftory as your whole revo- , 
lution bears to the great accumulated mafs of modern improve- 
ment. Compared, therefore, with all that is paft, it is, perhaps, 
Ae moft interefting portion of the moft important period that 
Europe has hitherto feen. 

" Under this impreffion,' and with tJie decpeft fenfe of the 
'Magnitude of the fubjedl whicli engages your attention^ I take 
a liberty which no flight motives could warrant in a ftranger, the 
liberty of offering a few observations on the bufinefs that lies be- 
fore you. Could I fuppofe, however, that any apology were 
"^^cffary for this intruiion, I ftiould not rely upon the one here 
*^tioned. J^ut my intentions require no apology ; I demand 

D d to 
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to be hcanl, as a rliiljt. Your caufc is thai of human nature af 
large ; you arc tlic r(.j>rcfcntativcs of mankind ; and th<ni[;h I am 
not literally one of ycnir conftituents, yet I muftbc1)ound by your 
decrees. My h<ip})incls will be feriouily aifcfted by your deli- 
berations • and in them I fhave an intereft whieU nothing tan 
cklkoy. I not only conilder all mankind as f(n-ming but one 
great family, and therefore bound by a natural fympathy to rl*- 
ganl each other's happincfs as making part of their own ; but 1 
contemplate the French nation at this moment as Handing in the 
place of the whole. You have ftepped forward with a jrigantic 
llride to an entcrprize which involves the interefts of c\iry fur- 
jounding nation ; and what you began as jufticc to yourfdvcs, 
you are caiJed upon to finifh as a duty to the human race. 

*' 1 believe no man chcriihes a greater veneration, tlwn 1 
have tinifo;inly done, for the National Afiembly who hamd 
that Conllitiiiion, whicli' 1 now prefumeyourconftitucnts expcft 
you to revife. Perhaps the merits of that bcnly of men will 
never be pr.jprlv ni>i)reciatcd. 1'he p;reateft part ot their CK- 
<'rti(;ns wire ne'cefTarily fpent on (;bjeds which cannot be dc- 
fciibcJ; and N\hich from their nature can make no figure m 
liiftory. 'I'hc enormous weight of abufes they had to overturn, 
the quantity of prejudice with which their functions called 
rhem to contend, as well in their own minds as in thofe oi aB 
the European world, the open oppolition of intercfls, the letrrt 
weipons of corruption, and the unbridled fury of defpairiag 
f;jrti(;n--there are fubjcdls which efcaj)e (Air common oblcrva- 
lion, when we coiiicn-jdate the labcnirs of that AlTembly. But 
the Icj^racy they have lett to their country, in their dcrlibcralivc 
capacity, will renuiin a laPing monument to their praifc ; aiw 
though^ while fearcbing out the defeclive parts of diclr work, 
without 1( i'lPg hglit (if thedilficukies under whivh is wasfonncd, 
wc may iiiuri-..ore < ccafion to admire iis wildom th:ui to mur- 
mur at its faults ; yet this conllderation ought not to dctcr us from 
the attempt. 

" The great Lrading j>rinciple, on whicli their conftituti(M» 
was ineant to be 'oiuuled, i.^ i/ic cfmlity o/" ri'jjits. This principle 
iK-iujr l.iid down with fu( h clearnefs, and aiFeiaed with fo much 
dignity in th.: JKyi.inin.; of the cod.-, it is ll range that men «» 
cl'-:ir i.iuVr.li.iidii'i^i ihouid fail to be ci i armed with the beautv 
t'f li.e fyli.iH vvhi'h niture mnfl: Jiave t:iught them to buiU <'»| 
ihat foiMulnion. It (hows a dif|;olliion to countera<5t the aiwl<>Ky 
of natiire, to fee \.\xm\ at one monu i:t inijiteHing this iiulcl'W*? 
j)rinciple oii o'.innir;.i ;, and with ihe ri«\l bnath declaring, 'I ha^ 
Irunce /h:.ll vc,n,jina mojuuchy- that itihall have a king, bc'*^j. 
d:iarv, iiiviuluble, cl(/rheJ with 'all I'.ie exei ulive, and niUth ^'* 
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dif; legiflative power, commander in chief of all the national 
force by land and Tea, having the initiative of war, and tite power 
of concluding peace ; and above all, to hear them declare that, 
<* The nation will provide for the fplcridour of the throiid," — 
granting in their legillative capacity to that throne more than a^ 
million llerling a year, from the national purfe, befides the rents 
of eftates which are faid to amount to half as much more. 

" We muil be aftonifhed at the parodoxical organization of 
the minds, of men who could fee no difcordance in thefe ideas- 
They begin with the open fimplicity of a rational republic, and 
immediately plunge into all the labyrinths of royalty ; and a 
great part of t\\c conftitutional code is a practical attempt to re- 
concile thefe two difcordant theories. It is a perpetual conflift 
between princij)le and precedent — between tlic-^ manly truths of 
nature, which we all iiiuft feel, and the learned fubtilties of ftatcf- 
men, about which we have been taught to reafon. 

" In reviewing the hiftory of human opinions, it is an un- 
pleafant coniideration to remark how flow the mind has always 
been in fcizing the mod inrerefling truths ; although, when dif- 
covered, they appear to have been the mofl: obvious. I'his re- 
mark is no where verified with more circumftances of regret, 
than in the progrefs of your ideas in France relative to the inu- 
tility of the kingly office. It was not enough that you took 
yourfirft ftand upon the high ground of natural right ; where, 
enlightened by the fun of reafon, you might have feen the clouds 
of prejudice roll far beneath your feet— it was not enough- 
that you began by confidering royalty, with its well-known 
fcourges, as being* the caufe of all your evils ; that the kings of 
modern Europe are the authors of war and mifery, that their mu- 
tual intercourse is a commerce of human flaughter ; that public 
debts and private oppreflions, with all the degrading vices that 
tamifh the face of nature, had their origin in that fpQcies of go- 
vernment which offers a premium for wickednefs, and teaches 
the few to trample on the many ;^ it was not enough that you 
faw the means of a regeneration of mankind in the fyflem of 
equal rights, and that in a wealthy and powerful nation you 
poffefled tlie advantage of reducing that fyilem to immediate 
pra6tice, as an example to the world, and a confolation to hu- 
man nature. All thefe arguments, with a variety of others 
which your re])ublican orators placerl in the ftrongeft point cf 
light, were infuflicicnt to raife the public mind lo a proper view 
of the fubjea. 

** It feems that fome of your own phllofophers had previoufly 
toght, that royalty was neceflfary to a great nation. Alontei- 
^uicu, among his whimfical maxnns albout laws and govern- 

D d 2 mcnt, 
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mcnt, had informed the world that a Hinircd monarchy was tlie 
bcft poli:ble iyl'em, and that a democracy could never flouriih 
but in a fmall tniQ. of country. How many of yoair lc<;ifl'jion 
believed in this doftrine, how rnany a6ted from temporifiiig mo* 
tives, wifiiingto banifh royalty by flow degrees, and how mny 
were led by principles lefs pardonable than cither, it is impoHibie 
to determine. Certain it is, that rep'jblican ideas gained no 
ground upon the monarchical in your conftituting aflembly, 
diiring the laft fix months of their deliberations. It is likewdc 
certain that the majority of that aflembly took much' pains to 
prevent the people from diicovcring the cheat of royalty, and 
to continue 'heir ancient veneration, at leart for a wnile, in fa- 
vour of certain principles in government which reafon could 
not approve. 

" It is remarkable, that all the perfidy of your King, at the 
time of his flight, Ihould have had fo little efic6l in opening the 
eyes of fo enlightened a people as the French. His flight, and 
the infulting declaration which he left behind him, were fuffi- 
cicnt not oidy to give the lie to the fiftion, with which common 
fcrtfe has always been put to the bliifti, and to which your 
affembly had attempted to give a fanftion, that Kings can do w 
wrongs but they were fufficient to iliow, at leaft to all who 
woiild open their eyes, that the bufinefs of government required 
no fuch oflRcer. There is no period during your revolution, if 
there is any to be found in the hiftory of France, when bufinefs 
went on with more alacrity and good order, than during the 
fufpcnfion of the royal fim£tions, in the interval fiom the time 
that the K!ing was brought back to the capitul in June, till the 
completion of the conflitution in Scptcml^r. Every thing went 
riglit in the kingdom, except within the walls of the aflembly. 
A majority of that body was dcteimined to make an experiment 
of a limited monarchy. The experiment has been made. \t\ 
duration has indeed been fhort, being Icfs than eleven months ; 
but, although in foiiie refpcfts it lias been almoft as fatal to the 
caufe of liberty as any fyftem could have been within the time, 
yet in other refpcfts it has done more good than, all the rcafdn* 
ings of all the philofophcrs of the age could have done in a 
much longer time : it has taught them a new dodlrinc, which 
no experience can (liakc, and which reafon muft confinny that ' 
Kings can do no good^ 

(P. 14.) " Among A\t/irobable evils refulting from the kingly 
oifice, the princip-l one, and indeed the only one that need to he 
mentioned, is the chimce of its being held by a weak or a wicked 
man. When the office is hei-ediury, it is fcarcely to be expedcd 
but tliat this (houU always be the cafe. Confidcring the birth 
and education of princes, the chance of finding one witli prac- 
tical 
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tical common fenfe is liardly to be reckoned among poflible 
events ; nor is the probability^ lefs ftrong againft their having 
▼irtuc. Tiie temptations to wickednels, arifmg from their iltua- 
tion, are too poweiful to be refifted. The perfuafive arts of all 
their flatterers, clit companions of their youth, the miniftcrs of ^ 
tfieir pieafi.its, aivi every perfon with whom they ever conveife^ 
arc iicceffanly^Tnployed to induce them to encrcafe their revenue, 
byopprciiing die people whom they are taught from their cradle 
to confider at> bcafts of burttien. And what muft almoft inl'urc 
die triumph of wickednefs in tlieir tempers, is the idea that they 
a6i rrtally and for ever without reftraint. This is an allure- 
mcnc to vice that even men of fenfe could fcarcely reilfi:. Imprcfs 
it on tlie mind of any man that he can do no wrongs and lie will 
fooii cf»nvin« e you of your miftake. 

*' Take this general fumniary of the evils arifipg from here- 
4»tary monarchy, under any reftridlions that can be propofed, 
wd place it on one lide of the account, — and fiate, on the other 
fjde ihe truth, which I belie\'c no man uf retlcftion will hereafter 
^•all in queftion. //'<?/ Kings can do no good^ and the friends of 
liberty will no longer be in doubt which way you will decide 
the qnefton relative to that part of your cr>nftitution." 
^ (P. 12.) ** But it is f:iid, I am too late with all thefe obferva- 
twns on the ncceifity of profcribing royalty from your confti- 
tution. The caufc is already judged in the minds of the whole 
people of France ; and their wiflics will furely be the rule of 
your conduit. I fuppofe that, without l>eing reminded of your 
duty by a ftranger, one of your firft rcfolutions would be, to fix 
a national anathema on every veftage of regal power, and endea- 
vour to wipe out from the human charadtcr the ftain which it 
received, with its veneration for Kings and bereditary claims. 
But it requires much reflc(£li'on to be well aware to what extent 
Aisduty fliould carry you. There are many vices in your con- 
flitution, which, though not apparently conneded with the 
King, had their origin in regal ideas. To purify the whole 
code from thefe vices, and to purge human nature from their 
effe6ls, it will be neceflary to refortto many principles which 
Appear not to have ftruck the minds of the firft affembly. 

" You will permit me to hint at fomc of the great outlines of 
^hat may be expefted from you, under the peculiar advantages 
^ith which you meet to form a glorious republic. Although 
many of my ideas may be perfeftly fuperfluous, being the fame 
28 will occur to every member of youi' body, yet it is poiTible 
4at fome of them may ftrike the mind in a new point of light, 
*nd lead to refieftions which would not rife from any other quar- 
ter. Should tliis be the cafe in the fmalkft degree, it ought to 

be 
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\tr </>nfwVpT<I, 1»()ili liy y/)ii ;m/l nir» ;i*» ;iii n;n|)lc rcwaid for oiir 
|)aiii>, in \vrltin(' :ijul in ir;Mlin,"^ llii'. I'MI'M. 

•' On * onii(lrrin)'^ \\\r liibjcr*,! i,i' {'(/v mm'-nf, \vfim the mirwl 
hi iitH (! fri lof ir (n/in th- (h,i< kl*-* oi toy.ilty, it fintk illrif in a 
new woiJd. It ril' i to a iivtir rxfrnlivi', vit^w of rv<:ry iirciinv- 
n:in((' oi thr roo;il Hiti". Hitncm tiaunc ;inntnr> a itcw itnd 
iTiofr cUtvatcd Hii'i^r, iind diriiluys nuiny inoi;il (if^ntuic;'., wliif I19 
from liJiviuj; hrcii iiUvayn (lifciniiul, wrrr not know to cxill.*' 

Mr. /Iltrjiiiry drvrraL 1 fif: Hiifc- of tlir \v\\rt 1«: frtll to llic 
Connitutlon:il Soutfy, i» S^pt' tnlvr at6, I7<;:i. — Now go lo it 
mcctinj; of the Myfh (><'>o!)ri, 1702. 

( AVW hy thr CIn k nf ihr Cotn f.) • 

** At a nir'-tiir<;, \vV\ at the; (.!i own and Anchr;r Tnvrrii, In 
til'' tiit:unl, I'lid.ty, i)i\'.\,i^r I'), 17';'/: pi''i<^nt, Mr, |. II. 
'f*<;<;kr, in thr ch:iii'«Mr. ShnMi, Mr. llnlh Mr. Williaini, 
Mr. Mrny, J)r. K^lward'., Mr. I'a»io.i% Mi. Ilaiinin«y, Mr. 
Shaj|,r, Mr. Br'.oKl}»anlM Mr. Wahli, Mr. iJanks, Mr. B'/ii" 
m:y, Mr. lVa<o<k, Mi. WaUord, Mi. (Mir-iwynd, Mr. Joyr**, 
Mr. IJrriyiniin, Mr. J<i(hman, Lord Ivlwaid i'lt/jj'rald, aiul 
Mr. SiiMlair. 

*• Mr. »Slnr< h prothurd, and rrad to thr fo( irty, tlir anfwcrlw 
had pioparrd t<; Mr. jx-l IJailow, and whl< h, with hiiloiicif 
was ordcn-tl to \)t:. piih^i/hrd. 

** A roinniliirr wa'/appointnl to * onf'-r with the drhyatrs of 
the; London C'Otrrfp^/ndin;; Society, on an Adthd'i.lo the Nii* 
tion:d ('onvfiuion of I'linwe.** 

Ml. Hfn'.'it. My Loid, ihi*. i'. n httrr ftoin fhr f/xricty a* 
Khrlfuld, to thr So< i'ly l',r ('onnilntiojial Information, <o»i»" 
iriinii' .itiiM"; t<* th^ui tin* < ot i« fpond'-n' ': ih^y Ind had ftoppwi. 
( l\tinl hy tl.r Clnh f>/ the CfMit,) 

** Adilirfi;-!! to T. Ad;iii.-*, I'.fii. I^Mrf.iiy to thr So< irty ft)r 
Cotdlihifiofiil lnlc,iii);itioii, 'I o',I"r'«i ('(.ini, (!hanM'iy-I*Muc'i 
rt;Mi"d, rhf \'.<\\*n\ f,\ tl»' l';ii:iMi diird, 1 ^th Oi'tfilur, i-jfft ' 
In < otilrfjii' ;k '• of a hint tiom your |o< i'ly.'* .S/.r ^jifuuth^i i^f 

Ml. /!'/!''( r. I .'Jiij ; '.iii;'^ now to irid ihr Ifit'T thit fUUi^^^^^ 
raiiK-d iti',f!j' l/-tf< s ;]iiy had ^vjitiMi to S '.' 1 pott, 

0. ( hj /]'//. j\ln,; //, /Liufiy ////// a /i^i/ni.) Uid you fi «« 
rhar ill Ml. Adanr,*r, hooic r* 

.-/. Yi',, .Sit. 

(lu'nff hy thr Chth ff thr (U,}nt.) 

** D.-iImI ! h/ffKld, r;iii C>t-Joi,/'r \^ip. 

** ft rilily Iff. rill', f,!i n l',j II'., i'l'f ill «- t!l'- |.M'MI .lllil '\\\\YS\T^^ ' 

falil': d'tl'r infi. -. v, ( hiv'.' to r in oiin!''r , to < '11 ah/)iit for f 1^*5 

tnof* li^'■|Y ;it 1 pt« |, I ijr M:', .\\\x\ W .Ipoii*. Ly wllj' h fO €V'^ 
frild oiitf(|v«',, ; i:'| In foi-.vud ,ii.d lirj,potl fli' ji nU .lflltr«» a «»^ ** 

mil) hrnecelijiy (ojniiluei and, on Lhii h' iid, my {j'^o*! I^'V 

|jcrf«»»* 



JOHN IIORKE TOOKE* 21$ 

nc to imprefs it on the minds of your fociety, that 
imperial rcalbn, muft ever be our generaliflimo, or 
(kr in chief; whci> I fay this, I beg leave to add, 
muft be fccond in command. By the word ** art,'\ 1 
lean low craft or cunning, but that mode of applica- 
our reafon and arguments on different men, and on 
occallons, which only a confiderable degree offtudy, 
flical kncnvledge alfo of men and manners, can ever 
js with, fo as to make us proficients, 
ow me then to obfcrve to you, Sir, thnt I pcrfedly co- 
lith you ill opinion, with regard to the different fo- 
^jTointing delegates to go into tlie different villages and 
places, fur the purpofc of informing their minds, and 
:hein from the lethargy, in which they feem plunged, 
already cominunicaied the fame idea to tJie London 
iti(;nal and Correfponding Societies, and to thofe of 
h and Mancheller ; and, 1 hr)pe, it will foon l>e uni- 
iidojitcd by every cmic. But the grand objeft to be at- 
) on tJiis head, is tlie choice of rnen. to be appointed ; 
a of this kiiid had like to have had very aukward 
:nccs in this neighbourhood ; and, if not Jmmediately 
, would have injured the caufe of freedom very gre'itly. 
care and circumfpection will, therefore, l>e neceffary 
icad. 

I ;im on the fuljccl, permit me to fuggeft to thofc 
s of your focictv, who may undertake this arduous, 
oiirahi'! and jjraife-worihy ta!l<, that they cannot be 
irnis ill their rncde of proceeding. 'I'he minds of men, 

wifeft aiid b'.:fi })nrj)ofes, arr f(>rn/':d by the Great 
, as various ;iid luilike each other as tlieir faces, and 
iflions reign over eacli witfi the fame uncertain and 
(A fwav ; and, i-i the fame manner that Sir Robert 
c (oii'j (/.' die elders and fadiers of corruption) very 
)f''rvcd, ili It cv'<:iy man has his i)rice in the way of 
')!t',lit; io v.'c inay fairly opj)ly the fame maxim • to 
cl in g'-iic-ral in the ariicle of j)crfuaiion, and the dex- 
e:'i (i of biin;;ln,,^ tlif.ni from wrong opinions they may 
need, or jirejcdices lliey may iiave imbibed, by an at- 
clJ'jvaiion of O.i'Av iiitrjijitual faculties, and that 
M.idloii oi the foul, whi( h i^';verns the main fpring of 
oit m 'trrial aCll'jus. 

jr..iini/c-, thi: goajrallty of farriers in this county, and 
hire, are a:, ii>norant as tlie brutes they ride to market; 
a!;lf.rhLd in the Sordid idt,a of y/tt'ing^ that provided they 
:p nj) tin; ]>ri( es of grain, cattle, &c. fo as to anfwer 
iJlo.ch, and j)ay their taxes, However enormous, they arc 

too 
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too fluggifti and indolent to think about reforms, or any diing 
of tiic Kind ; yet there is one firing about their hearts, which, 
being fkilfully touched, will make tJiem dance to any tune, and 
move to any meafure. This is tlie lubjedl of tythes ; and wiiy 
docs it touch them ? Why, Sir, bccaufe it is within the fcopc 
of their limited capacity, ignorant as they are in other mat- 
ters, they fee aiKl pungenily feel the weight of this baneful 
and unjuft devourer of all their iirprovements in agriculture 
and hufbandry; and, 1 believe, did every tax operate in the 
fame vifible degree wlii(!h this impofition does, I fear there 
would be an end to the idea of taxation being fubmifted to at 
all. Indeed, as taxes arc laid on at prefent by thofe who d.o 
not reprefent us, the taxation is neither more nor lefs th3.n 
robbery ; a fubmiflHon to it, flavery. 

" But to return to my fubjcdl : — In the fame manner that « 
farmer may he roufed by the mention of tythes^ the fko emaker mc^Jt 
hy the exceffive dcarnefs of leather^ the inn-keefier^ by the rr^' 
merous and un nice [lary fianding army^ and ALL by u tcm/iere:^^^ 
and diffiuffiunaU rclatUn of the immcnfe number of fine cure filac^'h 
and ujelejs cjficcs, in which the corrupt and proftilutc favourite^ ^» 
agents, and (lependitnts of the rich and great, riot in the fpo ij* 
and plunder, wrelied from the fweat of the brow, and con«::i- 
Bual labour of body, of the hufbandman, the mechanic, ti^c 
labourer, and the artificer. It is, by no means, a difficult ixi^^-t- 
tcr, to raife general indi^ntiticm at the idea of fo fmall a coinn- 
parativc luiinbcr of ufelcfs, klle, and profligate drones^ fucki itng 
and fqu ancle ring away tnc honey produced by fuch immcinrfc 
numbers of hard-toiiing and imiuftrious bees. If you (for I 
am certain you will be one of tlie mofl active of tliefe dcrlc- 
gates) meet witii men who have violent prejudices in faycj^ur 
of any abufe or /uirtv, never attack tjiolc prejudices dire^^/y, 
for tliat will oniy cnHame and contirm tf.cm the more; f>aft 
them over for tlie prefent, and enn;uge their acrcnri'.n towa^s 
fomething elfc, in which they will lilten with a lefs degree of 
apprehcnlion of l>ciiifr^ tiitatked in a favourite point. Once 
gain dieir good opinion, and open their eyes to one evil, tficy 
will be more ready to hear you on <chers, until at lift the fa- 
voured ol>je(!:t, by/which their eyes were jaundiced, will app«r 
in its true coiour^, and fall before jour arguments Hkc all the 
reft. 

■ " TliCre is onr tiling, above all f>tlicrs, which requires to be 
particularly uirendedto; and tiiHt is, to endeavour to undeceive 
t*ie mafs of pe«,ple with relpcct to thofe f;ii]eho(ids, which 
have been indu(" lioufly pro->i^ate-d by tlie enemies to a reform, 
in order lo blihd, dch'sdo, and terrify all ranks of people, ^'^^. 
are any way iiiiependeut, or j)oDcflld cf [jroi)erty. One f^* 
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Te falfehoods is, *' that the advocates of reform wifli to in- 
luce a ievelling fcheme, or an equal partition of property." 
is alarms the fanners, and indeed all claffes of men, who, 
their induftry, or other adventitious circumftances, are pof- 
ed of the goods of this world. So many vile minifterial 
Its as have propagated this doftrine, aided and affifted by 
private repiefentations, or rather mifreprefentations, of the 
rgy, and other tools of government, and of privileged or- 
s, have had a very wonderful and baneful elFedt on the 
Ititude, and have ftamped a dread of reform on the minds 
many that I know, whofe fituation in life would induce 
: reafonably to. fuppofe it impoflible fo completely to irapofe 
m them ; however, it always -has been the cafe, that falfe- 
)ds, boldly uttered, may prevail for a time, but muft be 
rwhelmed in the end by tlie bright ana facred energies of 
th. 

* To explain this matter, and many others, properly, will 
aire great coolnefs, moderation, and patience. I have found 
following method anfwer bed : " Do you know fuch a gen- 
eman ? " naming fome one of large property and good cha- 
ter in the neighbourhood, who is known to be a friend to 
eform. " Yes." " Well, and do you fuppofe, that he 
uld promote a fcheme that would occafion and oblige him 
)art with that property he poffefTes, in order for it to be divided 
ongft ftrangers, whom he never faw or heard of?" " No." 
Vhy then Ihould you fuffer yourfelf to be impofcd on by 
b an idle tale, fabricated and circulated for the purpofe of 
ing a dread in you, againfl thofe more enlightciiedof your 
ow-citizens^ who wifh for a reform, as you would, did 
I fee its neceflity : a dread which may caufe you to fhut 
ireyes upon oppreflive excife and game laws, exorbitant 
les, an unneceflaryy?^«^/«^ army, kept on foot at the ex- 
ce' of two millions and an half, for the purpofes of in- 
nce and corruption ; a penfion lift, which is a dil'grace to 
government, and a fligma and reproach on the fpirit and 
ience of the nation ; linecure places, for the mere pof- 
ng of which hundreds of individuals receive thoufands a 
r each, for doing nothing at all, either for the /lublic fer- 
y or t/ieir own ; in /hort, fuch an enormous accumulation 
•axes, and fo prodigal an expenditure of their produce, as no 
on on the earth ever heard of or fubmitted to before. To 
l^e you fhut your eyes, and continue blind to thefe enormities, 
e idle and tiitile tales are villainoufly difperfed abroad ; but 
eve them not, confult your own reafon, and it will fliew you, 

• there is a palpable lie on the face of every one of them ? " 

E e Thea 
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Then explain the nature, aim, and cml of your Society; invite 
thrin to attend it, and to judge for theinfelvcs. If they do fo, 
tlicy %vill foon aid and aHifl you, iw adopting iimiiar ones in 
their fcveral neijj;hl)ourhofMls, till in tunc tJiey will overfprcad the 
Av hole fur face of this fea-girt ifle. 

** At prefent, Sir, I v/ill not tn^uMc you further on the 
fubjedk, whidi I now <|uit to return to the <:ondu6l and regula- 
tion of yrjur own Society, and all others which may a rife here* 
after ; and ;is to tlietn, I think the inn-keepers in Stockport, 
Manchcftcr, &( . have given you a hint and leffon for which yoa 
ought to elletin yoail<lves for evcT obliged to them. I own 
their infohtue and audiuity, in proceeding as they have done, i^ 
iK-ycmd example, hut only dcferviug of contemjH : as futh, leave 
them in thcnifrlvcK. I'uidic-houfes were never worthy of receiv- 
ing furh I'lu.lls, \\hofe f;u red and important (hity recjuircand dc* 
iMMiid to l.<. pcrroniicd in rnuiifions more dignifieuand refi)cdtaMc. 
Your iii^^Tijics (lioiiKI l)e at the lioufcs of one anoriier, in lio- 
nouial)leiot;!tir,ii ; ;:ndto prevent inconvenience from toogreata 
nutnhcr, not uioic tliun ten or twelve at the mod ihould compofe 
a [ir'imary or diflrict meeting. More mcmi)ers may be admitted 
in c.'ic h dllh i^.t, till ihcy ie;i< h twenty or twenty-four, according to 
the nundxT ii::((l(^n, but then immediately fhould divide into two 
diiliirSi nuf|l!){". The fcveral diflri^ls fhould fend each one 
ineiiilv'i, by eli ,^!on, to a meeting of delegates, and this meet- 
ing ui di 1( ^'jitcs ihould ele(?i out of their own hcxly a certain 
number, whifli is to compofe a Sele<^i Committee, 'i'hit Sc- 
Vi\ t'oMuiii't'c to manage the correfpondence, and every other 
iiii|/o.t;uit (oiHcin, lor the whole of the dlftridts in any town or 
paii/h, riil/jii-l- always to tlie revili(Mi and approbation of the 
diflriO'.. Tiie delegates and Seledl Committee to Ix: chofon j 
only for a llmiiid time; befiyre the<!xpiration of which, others to i 
be rb (.'led :•..•, ImIok-, iVom the dilliiits, to fuj^ply their plates, hy 
\vlil( h ioi;itiMj'. every member vvoidd in time buiomecpialilicd to 
be a (lele;',::ie ai,.l a Select Committee mJin, tliouidi he might JJ"t 
b«- Jo on lil. liili eniraine ifs adilliidt memlif:r. Thde are only 'I 
hlr.i;, <^n wiiidi you may imj)rove (^r enlarge as nmcli a* vou ! 
jdealr.'* 

Mr. Jl/j.n . (fo tf> tlie meeting fd' the 2d November, 1792. 

( Read by the (Uak nf the Cowl.) 
•< Af :i r!.r«':',ir of the So( iety for ("(Millituricinal Information, 
!i' I'l .It i.';r (;i.)vvn and An( hor Tavern, Strand, Friday» 
'/;: .-.ov. ...' ' !, 1792; Mr. i'foll in the Chair; Mr. T^jo''^ 
i,rei" 111. '1 l.c Se< letary icaJ the letter from the Editors of 
tl*( J'auioi, at biiiflrield. 

<« Rcfolvcdf 
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** Refolved, That a Committee of Correfpondence be ap*" 
pointed to confider, or anfwer all fuch letters as are or may b^ 
font to this Society. 

" Rjefolved, That Mr. Sturch, Mr. Jofcph Adams, Mr. 
Froft, Mr. Bonney, and Mr. Holcroft, compofe the faiJ Com- 
mittee. 

" Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to confider of 
an addrefs to die National Convention of France. 

" Refolved, That Meffrs. Barlow, Sinclair, and Tuffin, do 
compofe the faid Committee, and are defired to prepare the fame, 
and make their report on Friday next. 

." Read a letter from the London Correfpondtng Society. 

" Refolved, That the faid letter be referred to the Committee 
of Correfpondence." 

** At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, Nov. 

?th, 1792 ; prefent Mr. Tooke, and Mr. John Martin. 
Lead the report of the Committee of Correfpondence. — A 
letter was produced and read, in anfwer to the letter from the 
Editors of the Patriot, to "which an amendment was moved and 
feconded." 

Q. (To Mr. WoodfalUJIicwing him a Jiafur.) Is any part of 
that in Mr. Tooke's hand-writing ? 

A The words, " attend thofe efforts." I believe to be Mr. 
Tooke's. 

Mr. Tooke. Yes, they are. 

'Q. (To Maclean^ ficwing him a [lajier.) Was that found 
in Adams's poffeflion ? 

A. Yes, Sir, that was. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

There is no date or addrefs. 
" Gentlemen, 

" The Society for Conftitutional Information, has been fa- 
voured with two letters, bearing the fignatures of the Editors of 
the Patriot, the firft dated June i ith, &c." 

Mr. Bower. I am going to read a letter to Mr. Hardy, Se- 
cretary of the London Correfponding Society. 

Q. {To Mr. Lauzunjhcwing him a fia/ier.) Where did you 
find that ? 

A. I found it in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
•* Endorfed, Stockport, Friends of Univerfal Peace— received 
17th September, 1792, figned P. W. Froft— addreifed to 
Mr. Thomas Hardy, Boot and Shoemaker, Piccadilly. 

E e 2 '* t>ZKK 
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" Dear, Sir, 

**,In ol)C(llc:!irc to the wlrtics of the Society here, I have the 
plcafurc of i:ckn(>wlt:<!p^in^/^ ilic hoiic^ur of your letter, and the 
packet vvliirh th<r kiiidncfs of oiir broilicrs of the London Cor- 
rcfp^rKiin;'- So(.i(Jy io o|;iK>rn;;;f;lv prei'eiited us w'llU, 

*' It i; ti<.5il)ly i\i:i':i whi'j our ihlinks, as it fhews your kindncfs^ 
and as ii v. ill U: iijVf;il jii ilic {oriiiation of our inf;mt Society *=. 
we {\:a\d iijiuii in :.'.. A of your r;>:j)Crienc;c in tliis particular, ancA. 
v^c (\(}\\\a )soi of ,.Au ]•/:{( '^liiAlAWf c. We are f ur rounded by ^i» 
mnjorlry, u fon.i!! Mr oiit; iiuic-d, in power, abilities, and num. — 
bcrs, Inii AC ;ir(. iiO» Hifmav':'.!. 

" \\'<: li:iv<: ouciiilly j/'-.f-fed the adlr^-flTcs, and I am to ol^ — 
ferv-: oil i!i- < ,.j:';:.t . In p^cneral, thur the fcntiments hardly rife r- < 
that /n'ly/it v.Ll'h -I'-r c./u/t f) ^.m 7/un^ Jcu/ihle of their full clain^e-S 
toabffy!:'t( ami uyi(.',)A, 'uL-i, ,• iil,aij\ i» e. iinacoMnluhle to any jiwi^^f 
Vjfiuh t/.iy l.n, c H'A 'nnrnid'iatcly c^iij/'ituttd and ap/ioitited, 

** 'i ii'.f ...c ( r .'iitini'-ii:'., v-iialccr inay he yours, thoug^"^ 
in ihi' pn-lc-ii! {!;,♦.; lA lir-'I'I^ id kiio*- !■ ^\',-:it may he firudent not ^^9 
avoiu t.':>.ii. './ir;:','y, W (. flc'.c voi;i' I', jijiiiciiis on the means r!!^ 
't\.<.'.()\\\\>\\\\Ai.yy.\:\'. ol'j'ci wJiifh we prefiinie you havein vic^bi^ 
in romiiif;!. w l.li ns. Vv c liilnk it exjjedieut that we fhould pc^^" 
fcc^.ly uiidcrflaii'.iear.h other in 'lie heginniiig, left the appearanc:^^ 
of difiinion inig'itiiirnifh matter of triumph to our enemies. Vf^ < 
ob'ervr one cxjjreifioii, v/'iich fays, '* Xuinerous other refonr»« 
woidd un(lrjii!)r< i;-/ tri!.r:'|)ln(c, lU-c. Sec." But we aik, how Mi 
thnr p:uli;.n:(jii to !w ( hoj'jii r CJan we expc£t it from theprcfc^^^ 
oicV-r ai' \\\\\x:r. ; Il'rjtld Hot all the evil be d^.ne away at once by t^* 
litf^jdi nJ]indjUd 1)1 ('jfi'uvfA'rj}i Y Does it apjHrar probable, ihatth^* 
^xlioi.s 1,1 ws vvhl( h we (.oniplain of will btr abohihed any olh^^ 
way ? C'an tlie giicvan^ es aiiflng from ariflocracy l>e rctlrcffc^* 

while the- - i^;. ii.si?-. pn IcJit aiiihf)iiry in tlic legiflatur^ • 

Is the nnivcifiil rij'hi oi (.oni* i( uce ever to be attained, while ih*-^ 

U mainlain iji'ii f a's (ju the ? 

** Younh';n;.'h(s on thcfe iinp^rlant points we moft eamcftf 3[ 
dcfire may be tranfmiiud to w-. as i',on as poHible : not dircflc^^ 
as the lall ; wr fear it w ill r:.( ite fulpii ion. I^irn^^ to Mr. Jc^ 
f<pli ICanur, Sf';(l-.|;(;ii, who is Chairman oecalionally inlhcal^'' 
fen(.c of jMr. II.biMt, \sIio r (Lies t(H) far from hence to be S»* 
hand onemeij^enc ics. 

** Yours, &c. 

*• \\ W. FROST/' 
Q. (To Afr, Latr^Am^Jhrivlnghima Jiajier.) Where did yoU 
find rhit ? 

A At Mr. Ilaidy'bhoufe. 

{Rtai 
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(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
Signed, M. M. Chairman; dated London, Oftober iith> 
1792 — I'o the Friends of Univerfal Peace, and Rights of 
Man Society. 

*' Mr. Joseph Eamer, 
** Sir, 

* With infinite fatisfaclion the Londpn Correfponding So- 
Y Committee perufed your letter : they are happy to learn 
ir fleady determination, fpitc of all obftacles, to purfue that 

means of political felicity, a perfect reprefentation of the 
pie. 

' With regard to our publications, our fentiments are exprefled 
75 ftrong terms ^ as [irudcnce will /termit, yet filain enough we 
gine to convince the public, that while we expeft every thing 
XI an honeft and an annual Parliament, nothing fhort of fuca 
enate, chofen by the whole nation, will farisfv us. 

* True gencroiity, the charaCleriftic of this nation, and of 
iinperverted men throughout the globe, calling upon us to 

mtenance, at this jundlure, the arduous ftruggle of the French 
ion again/} dcf/iotifm and ar'i/locracy^ thole foes to the human 
e, we have refolved upon addreffing the French National 
nvention. 

* Without entering into the probable efFcfts of fuch a mea- 
e, efFedls which your Society will not fail to difcover, we in- 

* vouto join us ; and to that end herewith you have a copy of 
^ intended addrel's ; if you approve the idea, and will concur 
fending it, be pleafed to return us, without delay, a copy, 
ned by your Prelident and Secretary, or by the Delegates, 
ting each for how many perfons he figns ; we will then aflb- 
te your body with ours, and with fomc others w^ho have 
^dy affented to the meafurc. If, on the contrary, you difap- 
>ve that jnark of zeal towards the only nation that has hitherto 
'icrtaken to reftorc to mankind its^jujl RightSy pleafe to commu- 
^te to us your objecStions. 

*< I am, Sir, 

'* For the Committee of Delegates, 
^* Yours, &c. 

«' M. M. Chairman." 
Q. (To Lauzun^ fliewing him a paper,) Where did you find 
at paper ? 
-^. This is one of the papers I found in Hardy's houfe. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

Dated Norwich, November nth, 1792, figned George 
Knapp, Chairman, Ifaac Saint, Secretary — addrefled to 
Thomas Hardy, to be left at the Bell, Exeter Street, Strand, 
London. 

"Mr. 
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*' Mr. Secrktary, 

" Sir, Norwich, November nth, 1792. 

" Wc tlic Soci(:l;y for Politic ul Information, are dellrous of 
holding iin I Arcnuf.uily fiipjjortiug ilic noble fentiments which 
you lo Inicly and filcii'lly flifpcrlcd among us; and as we fo 
much iidi^ijc y^nir wiil iuUjplcd phin for a Reformation of the 
. State, permit us, wiih the utmoA deference to your worthy So- 
ciety, t(; participate wiiii you in ail your great national corrcf- 
pojidence, whic h your very name prf?mifes to maintain ; and in 
conlccjucnce thereof, it is hum!)ly defired, by the Society which 
I h:ive ili:: h'jppint^fs to rcprefent, to incorponiie three member* 
with y(,i:r .v-r hy fmlcniiiy ; in doing wliicli J fhall here inform 
you of thcii names and rdldcnc e, which are as follows : Mr. 

ifaiic Saint, Mr. Cadivv(>l(l, and Mr. Cicorge Knapp. 

Onr prini ij):il dcilv n in doing thi >, is, ihat we may have an op- 
poiriinitv <>\ l\\i)w'\r.' i ore exiuitly what may be thought the 
moft cii;/.I;ict jl' ps k, he t:'!a.n in carrying on this great bu- 
flnels ol our ailocliitctl brelhrcji, and to have an opportunity 
to a(k fuch fort oj' (ji;cjH</ns as miiy be th(. light very rca- 
fon-'.ble winonrr tlw iiMilncn ; c'pu iallv when we think that 
pi;l>lic:itiMis an: ( over, d with i\ lort of c/bicurlty in it, as d»c 
Slnffield |)'.-(jplc' . (irdaralion, wMrh fcri/icd determined to fup- 
port the Dnia- f)f kiihmonds's plan only; but iihce wc find, in 
a printctl kticr n cclvcd from tliem in a nook, that they mean to 
abide by (oiwr. moderate! Reform, as may hereafter Ix; brought 
forward by I In- I'riciuls of the I\:oj)le, which method is uncer- 
tain to us. Ai;;iin, we find tlwit the I'riends of the l\"oplc, ami 
tlie So( iiiy iov Clonititi-fional lrif(»rnuUi<)n,doiiot cxaelly a!:;ra'; 
we coul'l be gl\d to know the reafon. It IVoms to me asthougji 
the d;Hirc/i<e was tlii.; The I''riurls of the People mean oiiiy 
a p.iiti.il i'.r^'nn, btiiMife tb'.y lc;iv'e out the words cxprcffing 
th" l)i:K(- <A' l\i( iiPUiud's p'l;iM, and talk only of a Reform; 
while the MiMK lulur pi'opl'. \:nn to inthnatCs hy addnjfing Mr, 
Pnhic^us lli'jiK'Ji tJ:r\ :(, , r iiitiiit if/r^n H/iulflican /irind/ilcs only: 
N'iw, to (.;:ne ( h/Ur to iiie malti <picili(m, it is only dcfircd to 
k:v)\v whv:''cr the i-i'!i.T::li'y of the fr,< iefics mean to reft m* 
i;.;:-d will 'li ■ Dul.'- f.f Richm'-Jici';: plan nnlv ; OR WHR* 
'rni'.K i I' IS 'iflKfR HRIVA'IK DKSKtN TO RIP 

I !' \\(^^'^.^^\C\\ ■: ^v I'liK R(;(/rs, and im.ack 

I.-:'..:()( I'.ACV IN ! iSSTKAl). 1 drill now. Sir, give 
V'l: r II '. .1 ;k ( ' ;;:;. (f what plim 1 i</uldwilh to ohiai!». 
\\\'\ hi i: -.:■ ;i!.« ■'.'.v- y.t.^'A for ::i kw ;/:it.:1 meeting, vi/. a 
I'rll i;ii'l '^\-..A i< ;?i: I'll! ./i-.-Mof liu- \\!i..l;'b'.'ly (;f die people; a 
'-jr.x \A 111'.;":. :;,■(• ni' •».,:« , ;;i;d cioiiu;!! r;irli:ir. eiiis. 1 renieirU-r 
'•o( i. tv lor C.\;ii;!i;.i::vynal Inionn:: ion iiiJiir.J'.tvd to us tltat 
Jh^iU^vSu uled lO v.*i;e to Ki<\\\ in liic u:ih»<. of die Rc^wi'i' 

liuu 
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ion Society : If you approve of that appellation, pray be f(^^ 
Liud as to give us a full and fativsfadlory anlwcr. 1 ihaJl fay no 
nore at prefent, but remain a frientl to peace, not to anarchy : 
I well-wiiher to the Rights of Man, when obtained by confent ; 
md your moft obedient, &c. 

(Signed) 
" George Knapp, Chairman. 
" Isaac Saint, Secretary." 
** P. S. I rtiould efleem it a favour to be informed of the 
jrivate town refidence of the Lords Kenyon and Loughborough, 
jpon a matter of private concern." 

'Q. (To Lauzuriy Jhewing him a Jiajicr.) Where did you find 
that paper ? 

J. I found this in Hardy's houfe. 

Mr. Er/kinc, I v^'ilh to let your Lordihlp underfland this 
was read as againfl: Mr. Hardy, bccaufe it was found in his pof- 
fef&OD, and it is the draft of an anfwcr which he, Mr. Hardy, 
isfuppbfed to have meditated to fend — but upon what principle of 
law, evidence, or common fcnfe, it can be read againft Mr. 
Tooke, I know not. 

Lord Prejident. It is read as evidence againfl: Mr. Hardy. • 
Mr. Erjk'ine, He is not before the court. 
Lord Prejident, Certainly not, but he is a pcrfon concerned 
m this tranfadlion. 

Mr. Erjk'ine, Can your Lordlhip think that concerns the 
prifoner ? 

Lord Prejident. Whatever it be he had a Ihare in this tranfac- 
ion, and the queRion ultimately, with rcfpc6l lo the prifoner, is 
/hether he had any ? 
Mr. Erjk'ine, 1 have not the lead: objiidlion to the letter. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

Dated November 26, 1792, figned, Maurice Margarot> 

Chairman. 

" Fellow CiTr/EN5, 

' Your letter of tlic nth iiiflant, was by the Secretary laid 

re the Commitcoc of Delegates of the London Curref- 

ling Society. 1'hc London Corrclponding Society having 

"before heard of your Society, willi to have fomc fur-ihcr 

nation concerning it, as to its origin, purpofe, and num- 

f its members ; I'uch an account in the next letter will 

tern great fatisfa6lion ; they do not thoroughly comprehend 

will be poffible to incorporate wilh our fociety three 

r members refidlng at Norwich, inafiuuch as it would be 

blc to connnunicaie to thein, at that Jilance, all our cor- 

refpondcncc ; 
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rcfpondencc, and they could not attend our Committees for the 
♦feme rcdfon. 

*> If it is information you want, they will very readily anfwer 
any qucftions ; and to that end invite you to a regular corrcfpon- 
dcnce ; and as to the objefl they have in view, diey refer you to 
their addrcflcs, you will therein fee that they mean to difleminate 
knowfcd^c, and thcrcl)y engage the judicious part of the nation, 
to demand a icUoration of tlicir riglits in annual Parliaments, 
&c. tlic members of ihoic parliaments owing their eleftion to 
the unbought and equally unbiaflld fufFrage of every citizen, 
unlefs incapacitiUed by any criminal act, or otherwifc, .tlicy con- 
fider the obtaining iuch a parliaiicnt to be the ground- work of 
every ntr^eTary rdbrm ; to this, therefore, ihcy fteadily adhere, 
and turn neither to tlic right or to the left, to follow any other 
plan whatc'vt.r ; tlic rules and orders of dieir fociety bieing fo 
plain and cafy, thai if they can get a majority of the nation 
to act as llicy do, tlie ))ro])C;fed refurm will efFedt itfelf : they 
look upfjn tlie trilling di/lerence that may liave rifcn between the 
fevcral foficries as of no great iini)ortance, and think they will 
fubllde witiiout any ways injuring the caufe ; they tiiink it a mat- 
ter of finall imj)ortance of whatever name you may chufe to 
adopt; tiicy advifc you to follow their plan, and to divide your- 
felves into fmall focicacs, each of which to chufe delegates, who, 
when met, v/i!I form a Comniiuee to do the bufmefs of tlie So- 
ciety. Let thein lulinit fre(h members, c(iiiimunicate frcfli intel- 
ligence, and ciicour:i;,;epoliti(iildifcuHlons, or read fuchbook^as 
may convey that iiiftniclion your weaker mcHibcrs (land in need 
of; bii: above all, be rareful to prefcrve peace and good order 
among you ; bt no diipuics arlfe, leave monarchy, democracy, 
and e\eii religi(;n, entirely afide; never difputc on thofc topics; 
let your (*pAc:i\'()Wk r;o to iiicreafc the number of thofe who wifll 
fcr t!ie fi I! -.'-.l (ci:;:l leprcfentation (jf the jKJoplc, and leave to 
a j):irlia:iie;iL, fo chf^Mi, to ionn plans for remedying cxifting 
abufes. Should th. y lliL.i not anfwer your expeflatioivs, at the 
year's end, you r.iay < liufe others in their (lead. 'I'b.e Committee 
oflcrr. y u every ail-flan/.e in their po-.v. r, !)ut requefl: that your 
quellions may n.h;ic moftly to the methods of obtaining a reform 
in p;nTM;fie:U. LIk<i youifolver-, they arc friends to peace, not 
anarchy, an;l wcll-v,iii:cr'i Lo the riij^hts of man, iiiv\ yet, not fo 
fanrniii^e in tlu.ir exjjcdtations as to iinagiiiC tliofe rights will 
be iw^.'.rc-i by ihe fioM'-uieous <.onfent of thofe who havejb 
loni.; d.piived !]■■', ii!.*ii!l of them. l/u'leMiundiug tliat you have 
many fodt.ile; Im l\nr'v\ i^.h, the Cryininiitee recommend to you 
to unite, i.p: n t'i<- y- -, '..-uie ireiuioned, and:-) corref])ond, one 
by one, i;nd !:e C''/:iiir.i'iiee will f.rve you all. They likcwlfe 
recommeiid ilie appoiniinent of one of die leafl conljiicuous of 
2 Your 
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yt>ttr members to receive letters, leaft, if he be too well-kno-wn, 
i'ome interruption may take place, and they may not come to 
hand. "I am, 

** For the London Correfponding Society, moft fincerely, 
'* Yourfellow-labourer m the caufe of freedom, 
" Maurice Margarot, Chairman." 
Mr. Bower, My Lord, your Lordfhips are now to obferve 
we have clofed the written evidence of 1792,- and we begin the 
evidence of January, 1793. We goto the x8th of January. 
' ' [Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

** At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 

held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 

i8th January,. 1793— Mr. J. H. Tooke prefent, in the 

Chair. 

** Refolved, ThatCitizen St. Andre,amember of the National 

Convention of France, being conlidered by us as one of the moft 

judicious and enlightened friends of liuman liberty, bfc admitted 

an aflbciated honorary member of tliis Society. 

'* Refolved, That the faid rcfolution be publiihed in the newf- 
papers.'* 

, Q. {To Mr. Woodfally Jlicwing him a paper.) Is that Mr. 
Tooke^s writing ? 

A, \i feems correfted by Mr. Tooke. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

" A: a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information* 
held 25th January, 1793 ; prefent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. 

** Refolved, That Citizen Barrere, a member of the National 
Convention of France, being confidered by us as one of the moft 
judicious and ei\Jightened friends of human liberty, be admitted 
an aflbciated honorary member of this Society. 

" Refolved, That Citizen Roland, being alfo confidered by us 
as one of the moft judicious and enlightened friends of human 
liberty, be admitted an aflbciated honorary member of this 
Society. 

" Refolved, That the faid refolutions be publiftied in the newf- 
papers. 

" Refolved, That it appears to this Society, froii) the beft in- 
formation we can obtain, that the people of Great Britain are, at 
this prefent time utterly averfe to a war with France, and con- 
lider fuch an event as a calamity of the human race, however rt 
may gratify a confederacy of foreign kings\ 

" Refolved, That the faid refolution be publiftied in the ne'vrf- 
papers." 

Joseph De Boffe, fworn. Examined, by Mr. Law. 

Q. How did you receive thofe three papers dated the 4th, 6th, 
and 7th January, '1 793? 

F f A% The^ 
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A, They arc the original papers which were importtrd from 
Paris. Thcfc are tlie papers which 1 have already explained — 
They were reccivcJ, 1 fuppofe, within five or i'lx days after their 
publication at Paris. 

Crofs-Examined by Mn Tooke. 

C* Thofc three papers you folo, I fuppofe ? 

A> I cannot afcertain whether they came out of ray fliop or 
not ; but 1 can afcertain they are the real Paris papers. 

C. Have you any of them left ? 

A, I had a great many. I had regular fubfcribers for ten. I 
procured them for fuch gentlemen as I had tlic honour of fcrving 
regidarly. 

<2' How many may you have fold ? 

A^ 1 have fold fome nundrcds from the beginning of the pub- 
lication of the paper down to the time when it was ftopped. 

Q. How long have you been in prifon ? 

A, Me in a prifon, Sir ! 

jg. Have you not been in prifon ? 

A, I have not. 

(2. Nor threatened? i 

A. Nor threatened. 

2' -^^ vA\2X time was it you was firft applied too to come 
here ? 

A, I don't know when it was tliat I was fubpxncd to attend 
here. 

Q. Was you not frightened? 

A, I had nothinjg to charge my confcWnce with, Sir.^ I 
thought it a fafe thnig while the Poft-office fold them, having 
paid regular duty at the cuftom-houfe. 

(2. You was never frightened, or afraid of felling them at all ? 

A No, fir, bccaufe I looked upon- it the law was to protect 
me as it docs every body. 

Q. You thougnt the law would protect you ? 

A. Yes ; and 1 diought if the law would punifli me, the bw 
would punilTi him that fold them to mc ; and that die ])Coplc at 
the Poil-office even fhould be punifticd. 

Mr. Tookc, You are a very honeft man. 

Mr. IVoodfalL Yes, My Lord, I beg leave to fay, h« ** 
what Mr. Tooke has mentioned, a very honeft man indeed* 

Mr. Attorney General, Now go to liarrcre's fpeech. 
{Read by the Clerk of the Court,) ^ 

" The (jueftion now fubmitted to your deliberation, is 0» the 
highefl importance to public order, the greateft difficulty in 'c- 
giflaiion, and the utmoft delicacy in politics. 

*» The calmnefs which has prevailed in deliberations lo^ 
fome days part, forbodes that it will be decided accoiding *^ 
juftice and reafon. It will not cfcape biftory this, the contra 
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between the King, who amidft the difSpation of courts, fignfed 
profcriptions, and death-warrants for a thouTand citizens ; and 
the reprefentatives of the people, who deliberate with wifdom and 
caution on the punifhment of a fmgle defpot. 

" It is the deftiny of Kings to be the occafion of calamities of 
the people, whether they remain on their thrones or are precis 
pitated from them. 

-*' The people of Paris, by making an holy infurreftion again ft 
the King, on die loth of Auguft, deprived him of his charafter 
of inviolability. The people of the other departments applauded 
this infurreftion, and adopted the confequence of it. The peo- 
ple have, therefore, formally intcrpofcd to deftroy this royal in- 
violability. The tacit confent of the people rendered the per- 
fon of tne King inviolable. The aft of infurreftion was a 
tacit repeal of that confent, and was founded on the fame grounds 
of la"^ as the confent itfelf. The King's perfon is inviolable 
only with relation to the other branches of the legiflature, but 
not with relation to the people. 

" A convention differs from an ordinary legiflature in this ' 
refpevSl. A legiflature is only a fpecies of fuperintending magif- 
tracy, a moderator of powers of government. A convention is 
the perfedt reprefentation of the fovereign. The members of 
the legiflative aflembly avSed in Augufl: upon thefe principles. In 
fummoning the convention, they declare, that they faw but one 
meafure that could fave France ; namely, to have recourfe to the 
fupreme will of the people, and to invite the people to exercife im- 
mediately that unalienable right of fovercignty which the cohfti- 
tution had acknowledged, and which it could not fubjeft to any 
reftridion. The public intereft required that the people fhould 
panifeft their will by the eleftion of the National Convention, , 
brraed of reprefentatives inverted by the people with unlimited 
owers. The people did manifeft their will by the eleftion of 
at Convention ; the Convention being aflTcmbled, is itfelf that 
vereign will that ought to prevail, it would be contrary to 
-ry principle to fuppofe that the Convention is not alone ex- 
uvely the expreflion of the general will. 
* The powers of the Convention muft, from the very nature 
he aflembly, be unlimited with refpefl: to every meafure of 
-ral fafety, fucli as the execution of a tyrant. It is no longer 
^nvention if it has not power to judge the King. 
A Convention is a conftituent body ; i. e. a body that is to 

* a confl:itution for the people. A legiflature makes laws 

* an eftablifhed conftitution, and in conformity to it. It is 

ifm when in the ordinary and permanent eftabli/hment of 

- there is no feparatibn of powers ; but it is of the very 

* of a conftituent body to concenter for the time all au- 

. It i$ the very nature of a National Convention to be 

F f ^ the 
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the temporary image of the nation, to unite in itfdf all the 
powers of the {iiitCj to employ them againlt tlie enemies of 
liberty, and to dillributc them in a new focial conipaA, called 
a Conftitution. 

** Behold tliat Conflituent Affcmbly which la?d the firft foun- 
dations of your liberty ; behold that revolutionary genius which 
broke through every ifiipcdiment, exceeded its delegated autho* 
rity, cieatcd it.s own powers accordhig to the exigencies of liberty, 
and to the ot cafional wants of the people ; dellroyed all preju- 
dices by tlie force of that public opinion to which it gave birth^ 
obliterated all privileges, aboliflied all the pailiaments, changed 
the foriji ;'.nd tenure o^ all property, as well as the mcafurc and 
lign of all value, and made a perjured King its prifoner ! No- 
thmg was wanting lr> iinmortajize that aflcmbly but to have de- 
livered France from that calamity of kingly government, and to 
have relieved you from the duty of judfMng the laft of your 
Kings. Witli this example before your eyes, you hefitatc even 
in th(r ih'ft fiep of vour duty. 7\in 1 then no longer in the inidft 
of that National Convetition, wliofe honourable miflion it was 
to dcflroy Kings and Royalty ? " 

Mr. Jiiorfwy (JcncraL Now go to the 1 5th of March, 1 793. 
Do you fmd a perfon there ol the name of Gale ? 

CUrk of Ana'i'nis, {Rcad^.) Mr. Gale, of Duke-flrect, St, 
James's, was piopofed by Mr. Tooke. 

Mr. l\ohc, Js there a chriilian name to that Mr. Gale? 

A. No, Sir. 

(Kcihi by thcChrk of the Court.) 

*' Refolved, Th it the thanks of this Society be given to Jod 
Barlow j^nd |olm Krolt, for their conduft m the prefentatioii of 
the addrefs o^this Society to the National Convention of France; 
and that Mr. Knill be adured that our regard for him is not 
lelfencd but itu reafcd, by the profecutions and perfecutions whirli 
his faithful and due difchargc of that commiflion maybruig upon 
him." 

Mr. Attorney General. Go now to the 22d of March, 1 793. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
** At a me< ting of the Society for Conftitulioniil Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor, Friday 22d March, 1793 ; 
prefent, Mr. Tooke. 
** Read a lefter from the London Correfponding Society, 
I'.ontaining tiieir rcfolutigns, excluding Meflrs. Grant and Lhde- 
John from that Society, and confequcntly that they cannot any 
longer fit in the Society for Conftitntional Information, as a^ 
dated members from tnc London Correfponding Society/* 
g. (To Maclean^ f hewing him a Jta/ier.) Look at that paper ^ 
A. I found this in die poflbiSon of Mr. Adams. < 

Mr. 
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Mr. Attorney GemrtJ. It is a letter of the 5th of March, 
1793, mentioned in the proceedings of the Society on the 15th 
of March, 1793, it is a letter from the United Political Societies 
of Norwich to the Conftitutional Society at London, upon die 
fubjeft of a National Convention. 

(Read by the Clerk of tJu Court.). 
" Read a letter from the United Political Societies at Norwich. 

" Refolved, That the confideration of their letter be poftponed 
to the next meeting." 

Mr. Attorney General. Go to the 5th April, 1793. Do you 
find there any entry relative to the letter from N orwich ? 
(J^cad by the Clerk of the Court.) 

" Refolved, That the confideration of the letter from die 
United Political Societies of Norwich, fhall be poftponed, 
and that Mr. Fr6ft ihall be appointed to prepare an anfwer." 

Mr. Attorney General, Now go to the 12th of April, 1793* 
{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

** At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, 12th of April* 



"t 



Is Mr. Tooke prefent on the i2di ? 
A, Yes, Sir. 
Q. Look to the 29th of March — Is he prefent then ? 
A. No, Sir? 

Q. Is he prefent upon the 2 2d, when the confideration of this 
letter wa& deferred ? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Now read the letter of the 5th March, 1793 — Mr. Tookc 
was prefent on the 5tli of April, but not on die 29di of March. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
Addreffed to Mr. D. Adams, No. 4, Tooke's-Court, Chan- 
cery-Lane. 
" United Political Societies of Norwich, 5th March, 1793- 

. " Gentlemen, 
** It is with peculiar fatisfadiion we are favoured with your 
correfpondence, not merely becaufe you are fo, although you are 
better fitted to d'lffufe knowledge^ but becaufe you are embarked 
in the fame magnanimous caufe, which demands with alacrity 
the attention of every individual, and it is with the utmoft regret 
ive feefo many, either from ignorance or fomething worfe, who 
are inimical to their own intereft, for nothing contributes fo 
much to fupport the oppreffor as the ignorance of the opprcflcd, 
for which purpofe the flood gates have been opened gradually, 
till by degrees the flxeams of corruption have nearly overflowed 
the land, fuch as bounty ads, borrowing qualification and fcp- 
tennial ad^s, befides ftanding armies, cxcile and tything lavys, 

witli 
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with various others t6o painful for rcfleftton, without credit to 
the framers thereof, and without advantage to fociety. We do 
not prefume to recapitulate thefe abufes for your information, 
but being experimentally acquainted with them, we wiih to find 
out a method of redrefs. At prefent we fee a great jirojiriety in 
univerfal fuffrage^ and annual eleSllons^ but we beg you will be 
obliging enough to inform us of what you have coRefted of the 
fcnfe of the people by your correfpondents. — We have to inform 
you, that our worthy Correfponding Societies of London have 
recently fubmitted three propofitions for our inveftigation : firft, 
whether a petition to Parliament, or an addrefs to the King, or 
a Convention. 

" Permit us briefly to (late our views for your revifal ; and 
with fefpedl to the firft, we behold, we are a conquered [leo/tU ; 
we have tamely fubmitted to the galling yoke, and refiftance ia 
the prefent circumftances is vain ; we cannot aft the man, and 
as ncceflity has no law, we tliink ourfclves under that degrad- 
ing necejjity to Jlate our grievances to the Houfe of Commons^ with 
ajequejl for redrefs^ and Jfiould they rcfufe to grant our rcafonable 
Jutition^ we have Jlill got (no thanks to them) a formidable 
engine^ that will convey the infult to the remotcft parts of the 
kingdom. As to the propriety of the fecond, we wifli to fubmit 
to your fupcrior judgment, and fhould efteem it a favour to be 
informed of the refult, for at prefent we are dubious of its good 
confcquences. Laftly, a Convention, and oh ! that the period were 
arrived ; but in the prefent ftate of aflFairs, alas ! it is impradica- 
blc ! yet this is the obje^ we fiurfue^ and efteem any other meansy 
only in fubordination tOy arid as having a tendency to accomfilijh 
that dejir^blc end, 

" We wifh to be in unifon widi our brethren and fellow 
labourers, and ihould be glad yf^ any information, as foon as it is 
convenient, and we beg your advice whether it is neceffary, as 
foon as poflible, to colleft fignatures to a petition for a real 
rchrefentation of the /leo/iUy and by whom to prefent it ; whether * 
Mr. Coke, Mr. Burch, or any of the Friends of the People; 
and whether it is attended with any expence. — Our membcre 
are both inimical to die bufincfs. 

" We can give you no accurate ftatement of the reprefenta- 
tion in our neighbourhood, only obferve it is equally farcical 
here as elfcwhere. To conclude with united thanks for a\l 
favours received, wiftiing you health and fuccefs, and may heaven 

avert We fubfcribe ourfelves. Gentlemen, 

** Your obliged humble fervant, 

(Signed) " J. BroughtoK- 

*• Nete. Pleafe to diredl to J. Broughton, St. Mary's Churoh; 
Mr. Blake being no longer our fccretary, — We have bct^'vcen 
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thirty and forty feparate focieties in Norwich, bcfides many in die 
country villages.," 

Mr. Attorney General. Now go again to die 12th April, 

^793- 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
** At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional InformatioiH 
on Friday, 12th April, 1793 ; prefent, Mr. J. H. Tookc, 
Mr. Martin, Mr. Joyce, and others. 
" Read an anfwer direded to be prepared to the letter receWed 
from the United Political Societies in Norwich. 

** Refolved, That die faid anfwer be fent by the fecretary to 
die fecretary of the faid focieties. 

" Mr. Froft read an anfwer [dire^ed to he Jire/iared by him) 
to die letter received from Birmingham.** 

Q. (To Mr. fVagJiaff,) Look at that paper, (Jhewing him 
apaher) do you fee your own hand-writine: there ? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Did you find diat paper in any perfon's houfe ? 
A. Yes, Sir; in Ifaac Saint's, at Norwich. 
Mr. Attorney General. This letter was found in the pofleffion 
of Mr. Adams, and the anfwer to it was found in the pofleffion <rf 
Saint, at Norwich. 

Qj, (To Mr. Maclean^ JJievjing him a paper,) Look at diat 
paper ; where did you find it ? ♦ 

A. I found it in the pofleffion of Mr. Adams. 
[Clerk Reads.) 
There is no fignature. 
" Sir, i6di April, 1793. ^ 

** We have to acknowledge, with great fatisfa£tion, the letter 
which. you favoured us with, dated the 5th inftant, relative to 
die moft defirable of all other objects, the Reform of a Parlia- 
mentary Reprefentation. The honour you do us in fuppofing 
t • that we are better fitted than yourfelves for the promotion of 
I poHiical knowledge we muft difclaim, becaufe we obferve with 
I the greatefl: plealure that our country correfpondents have too 
much zeal and infonnation to want fuccefe in their public endea- 
vours, whether at Norwich, at Sheffield, at Mancheft^r, or 
eJfewhere throughout the nation. In our fmcerity for the good 
^^ our country, we irufl: that we are all equal, and as fuch wc 
"oubt not of our ultimate fucccfs. 

** We fee, with forrow, the cxiftence of thofe evils which 
y^^ fo juftly reprefent as the ftreams "of corruption overflowing 
^!s Once free and profperous country. We fee, with furprifc 
^^^ abhorrence, that men are to he found both able and willing 
^^ fupport thofe corruptiqns. It is however no fmall confolarion 
^ find that others are not wanting^ in every point of the nation, 

of 
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i>f an oppofitc i:)iii j»<^,lcr, who arc ready to rcmcJy, by all lau* 
dablq and lionouraMc means, the dci'c6l in (>ur rcprefcntation, the 
ofnrpcd cxtcnfion of the duration of PaHiamcnts, and odicr 
grievances, fucli as yoii notice in yriur letter. 

'* That the Cotiflimtion of Kngland has no more of that 
character it oikx* jy^flcfTed ; that the fuppofed democracy of the 
country has become a matter of property and privilege ; and 
that wc have ihcn;forc no longer that mixt government which 
our adverfaries are praifing, when they know it is no longer in 
our p/jffe/Tion, arc fuAs notorious and indifpiitable. Where then 
arc we to look for the remedy ? To that Parliament of which 
we complain, to the oietiitive power, which is implicitly obeyed, 
if not anticipated, in that I^irliamcnt ; or to ourfelves, rcprcfcnted 
in fome meeting of <lelegates for the cfpecial purpofe of RcQpno, 
whici) wc fupfK^fc you under/land by the term Convcntirm. 

** It is the end i»f each of thefc propofitions that we ought to 
look to, and as fucccfs in a good caufe mud be thceffeft of pcr- 
feyerance, and the fifing reafon of the time, let us determine 
with cf>o]nefs, but let iw pcrfevcrc with decifion. As to a Con- 
vention, wc regard it as a plan the mod defirable and moft 
prafticabic, fo foon as the great body of the people f hall be coura- 
geous and virtuous enough to join ni the attempt. ^ 

** Hitherto wc have no reafon to lK:li':vc that the moment is 
arrived for that jjui pofe. — As to any petition to the crown, we 
hcrlieve it hopclci's in its confequcnces. With rcfpcft to tiic la|L 
of your propofals, we arc at a Jofs to advife. If the cvcnf i^ 
looked to in the vote, which mny be obtained from that bo;lv to 
whom this petition is to I>e adiln-lTed ; wliiiJi of us can h>f)k to 
it without the j;rofpccl: of an abfolutc n'jgativc? In thisjioim^ 
of view, therefore, it cannot rccniire a mouieni's ccmfidcralioi^i . 
But if we regard the pohcy of fiirh a pctit-on, it may, in our 
apprclicnfion, l)c well worth confidcrinj; a» a warning voice to 
our prefent lej^iflators, and as a iignnl for imitation to th?: in:i/>- 
ritv of the pcoj;!-. Should fucli a [)hin be yigonvufly and gene- 
ra fly purfucd, it would hold out a ceriainty to our Icllow coun- 
rrymeii that we arc not a handful of inaividual; unwoifhy of 
attention or confidcrntion, who defirc the reftoration of the 
ancient lihcrties of ICngland ; but on tlic contrary, if niig"if 
brifig into light that hofl of well-meaning men, who. in Ac 
difl'crcnt towns and counties of diis realm, arc iiltntly but fcri- 
OJifly :?nxif)u;; for reformation in the government. 

** We exhort yon, with anxiety, to purfu^.- your Liiid.iW'. 
endeavours for the common good, and never lo dcfpuir of ihc 
jmbiic raufc. We are, &c. 

*• Signed by order, in the name of tlic 
*• 'Society for Conftitution.il Infonmtion, 

•» — , Sc^rct:l:^." 

CO. fyv 
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g. (To Mr, Adams ^ Jlitrjuing him a fia/ier.) Look at that, 
^nd tell me whether tint is your hand-writin.^ ; and whether that 
letter was fent to Norwich in coniccjuence of a refolution- of the 
1 2th April, 1793, as apjij-rs in your book ? 
A, This is my hand-wricii:^. 
g. Was it fent to Mr. Saint, at Norwich? 
A, Yes, Sir ; it was fent in confcquciicc of a refolution of 
the i2th April, 1793. 

Mr. Attorney General. I will read a l?tter of tlie 12th May, 
1793, vhich is a letter from Margaret aiul Hardy, who are 
both aflbtiatcd members to the Society of the Friends of the 
People, at Edinburgh. Your Lordih.'p will find ic in Appen- 
dix (e). 

Q, [To Afr, Laiizun, J/iezving him a Jia/ier,) Look at that 

paper, and tell me whedier you found it any where, and where? 

A. Yes, Sir ; I found it at Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

[Clerk Reads.) 

" Sir, London, May 17, 1793* 

" The London Correfponding Society eagerly feize the 

opportunity of Mr. Urquhart going back to Edinburgh, to 

'"equcll of your fociety a renewal of correfpondence, and 

3 more intimate co-operation in that which both focictics 

^kt feek, viz. a Reform in the Parliamentary Reprcfenraiion. 

J^e are very fenfible that no fociety can by itfelf bring about 

•flat defirable ^nd; let us therefore unite as much as pofiible, 

not only with each odicr, but widi every other fociety tlirough- 

^ut the nation. Our petitions, you will have learned, have been 

^^^ of them unfuccefsful ; our attention muft now therefore be 

"*i"ned to fome more efi'ectual m.eans. — From your focietv we 

"^'Ould willingly learn them, and you, on your part, may depend 

JJPon our adopting the firmell: meafurcs, provided they are con- 

Ititvitional ; and we hope the country will nor be behind hand 
us. 

, *' This war has already opened the eyes of many, and fliould 
*^ continue much longer, there is no anfwering for its efFefl: on 
^e oiinds of the people. 

" Our fociety has met with much perfecution, neverthelefs 
yvc go on increaiing in number and political knov/kdge. Wilh- 
ing you and our caufe allfuccefs, we remain moft cordially, Sir, 
" For the London Correfponding Society, 

>' Your friends and fellow labourers, 

*« M. Margarot, Chairman. 
" T. Hardy, Secretary. 
" To the Friends of the People at Edinburgh." 

Mr. Attorney General. This is a letter from Mr. Skirving, in 
anfwer to that which you have heard read. 

G g Q. {To 
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Q. {To Mr. Lnuzun^ Jliewing him a Jidfur.) Did you fin ^ 
that paper any where ? 

j4, Ycji, Sir ; this is one I found in Mr. Hardy's houfc. 

(Clerk Reads.) 
*' Sir, 

♦* Mr. Urqiiliart did mc tlic plcafiTc to call on Thurfd^^ 
afternoon, and he delivered your letter of tlu; i7tli current, 
am nuu h pleafcd with the contt*nts of it, and fhall lay it l>cf(^ m 
the firft rijtoting(;f our foi ietics here, which however docs rm « 
take place till M<jnday fever.nij;ht. I would have a( knowlcil^^i 
the receipt of your iavtnir hy ycfterday's p(j(l, hut was too mu. <_r 
employed in removing our houfchold to another lodging to att&»-i 
to any thin'r elfc. 

" If (irher \(t\\ in Enjd'.nulor we in Scotland rtiould attcrri p 
f''pai:,t< fy the kef"')mi v.lileh we, I truO, feck to ohtain, t%'i 
flMMi'd !)V fo (loinj; ('iiiy oipcife our wcaknefs, and manifcft oiij 
i;.;iK)ian' e of the r';!ruj)tion which oppofcs (;ur important unJcr- 
tiiKiiif;, it we !oi!;dit only the extirpation of one fet of inter- 
clied ii'.rn from the inanar'ement of national iiffairs, their places 
niij'Jir he (»jven to anodier fet, without cjj'ctt'inv the vitals of tA$ 
J'ijlrm advr, i'- t'j Reform . 'J'licfe might cnfily he accbmplirticd;. 
i)ut Ui cut ui) deep and wide-rooled jnejiidices, to give efl'cdtual 
ener^',y \iy thf» d'h^laies of truth, in favour of puhlic virtue and 
iiatloiK"! j)rolp<'iiiy, in oppc^iltion to felf and all its inlercflcd 
hahi!:;, and to \\lilifl:inil and ovu'-awe the final elfi/ris of the 
pow<;rs fif dnil in {":,, is the work of the whole, and not (/ 1 
part, a work to wlii' h nnnkind, till this awful peii'.d, were 
never adeqi'wt'-, bccuufc vt'i'Lr till noiv /'''J/i^Jtd to friUcfwzej Hfi 
97nri'lY, or "y/./v, J trti/l, from the fcitje of the conmion danger t$ 
whtth wt: tiff ix//oJrd, hut from the cmwhlifiii; //fl/wi/dc of unh'tT' 
Jed hoici'oh'h'cr. 

" I kiiow no i;;;'eater fervit.v thaf [ caw i\o to my country than 
to pn)mr)te th?: union yon fo willly defire; and 1 am ha])pyto 
afTiTe Y(;u, that I liave hitherio diie(JVMcl no fcntirnent in out 
alIo4 i:iii(;n advc rie lo the moll intimule and brotherly union with 
tiie aH'if i.iti.,-.is in Kngland. 

*' I iliiii!: tjie minih of all mnfl, \\\ ilie nature of things, bc 
now ii:Jiwil io hi.,ii: ellecbial nifim'. of Kvf'Jim. Not oncpcr- 
lon \v. :. <o!i'. iiu'd of the r.eMiIi'N oi* ii hv tiie mod conviming 
ar^'ument '. of icaff.n, t(i;;e'her v. iOi the moii niie:|uivocal cxprci- 
l^ons cjI" uiil'. e:!:il de' re. W li.M \\v w i. lo he h< ped for from 
n»petitirjn; I ;u i c^.^iv alVaid I'lai l';e how in luJidand againft 
Reform v.iis lo ( MiiiLi'Mr .! iM;it in nturiiiii" it i!i:.y hreak. You , 
w</i'ld v-ill njly l*irn, w-n f'liv \v .i.i i-.s. I ov. n tint we ougl.t 
lo 1;C ft/rward in this. //*- hujCy (aI onu^ i.i ''-.cat v/ifdom per- 

fulcd 
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' our plan of organization ; andifive were in the faf7ie indc/i^n- 
late of mijid as the Jieo/ile of England^ we would be able to take 
id, The aJDTociations with you are no more I fear — excufe 
-eedom — than an ariftocracy for the good of the people. 

are indeed moderate, firm, and virtuous, and better can- 
e ; but we are the people themfelves, and we are the firft 
:w that the people can both judge and refolve, if undire£led 
Stion, with both wifdom and moderation. 

have not a higher wifh in the prefent exertion for Reform, 
to fee the people univcrfally and regularly affoclatcd, 
fe I am perfuadcd tliat the prefent difaftrous engagements 
(Tue in ruin ; and the people then muft provide for them- 
; and it would be unhappy, when we Jhould he ready to a^l 
unanimity to be occupied about organisation^ without which 
jer ayiarchy muji cnfuc. We will not need but to be pre- 
for the event, to ' Hand and fee the falvation of the Lord.' 
IS therefore take the hint given us by our oppofers ; let us 
in earnefl to make up our minds relative to the extent of 
m which we ought to feek ; be prepared to juftify it, and ro 
Dvert objcHions ; let us model the whole in the public mind ; 

provide every ftake and flay of the tabernacle which we 
' ere^l, fo that when the tabernacle of opprcjfion in the filaccs 
\hition are broken down, under the madnefs and folly of their 
ners, we may then, without anarchy and all dangerous 
, ere^i at once our tabernacle of righteoufnefs. And may the 
himfelf be in it. 

How hurtful to the feelings of a refle6ling mind to look 
to the wretched ftate in which the Rom^n monarchy, en- 
d and broken by its own corruption, left the nations which 
I fubjeded, like * flieep without a lliepherd, ' they foon • 
le a prey to every invader, becaufe there was none to 
r and unite them. Had they, forefeeing tlie evil, aiFoci- 
or mutual defence, no robber would have been able to , 
e them ; they would have given laws to all parties as well 
themfelves ; all feparate colonies and nations would have 
t their alliance; but not having virtue to aflbciate, and 
[le divlilons, and root out the feifiili fpirit, which ambition 
ng governments procure to their fubjefts, they fell under 
(lions, from under whofe iron fceptre they have never yet 
ible to deliver themfelves. 

We may fiippofe an event which we deprecate ; nay, 
1 we not be prepared for every po/Tible iflue of the prefent 
cedented divifions of mankind, we have a right to be 
lenfive of the abilities of our own managers, wtio are lo 
to dc^)art from precedent, that, like men of detail, they 
le inadequate to the talk of preferving the veflel from fliip- 
G g 2 wreck, 
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^vrcck, now grappling with danger, not only great, but new and 
uncommon. If tlu' prcfcnr miniftry fiiil, wlio -liter them (haH 
be iruftc-'l ; it requires little peiietration to fee the anarchy anddif- 
coul whit I J will t(;"jiOw ; ir will he fuch, that nothing ilioit of a 
general unifii amon^; the pe<,ph; themlelves will he iihlc to Ileal; 
nafte, therefore, to iH.iociaie, at \c:\{i to he rei;cly to affo'.iate. If 
then, fucli a broken ll:ntc of things fhoiild take phice, the civil 
bnyils that would nc* eiHirily cnu'C would foon fuhlidc before the 
united iiredftilJe voice of tlio whole. Do n^t, 1 intreat you 
hcfitate, thinking fucli a work firemcituye as yet \ but a month, 
and then it may be too late, A mali^rnant j)arty may be already 
formed, and only waiting for the halting of the prefcnt mana- 
gers ; it will then be r(;o laic to feck to fubjedt to deliberation, 
after a party has d .red the afi" of rebellion. Jf you go no farther 
than fc[iar ale meetings in different to'-junsy we will not be able to 
confide in your confraternity^ becaufe^ while in fuch Jl ate ^ you may be 
but the tcols of afatlion. We could have all confidence, and unite 
■with all afFcition, in one affemhlv of commillioners, from all 
countries of the world, if we knt-w they were chofen by the 
unhiafred voire of the people, hccMiilc they would come up with 
the fame difinterefled views and defires as ourfelves, having all 
agreed to a common cenire of uni(;n and intereft ; but wc could 
not confi(Je in fellow citizens who kept aloof from fuch union, 
and would not previoufly affiliate in one great and indivifibic 
fairily. 

" fn trouh.ling you with fo long an epiftle, I have at Icaft 
flicwn my inclination to corrcfpond. 1 have alfo hinted at thiugs 
which appear to me the prefent fubje^ls of confidcration, bccaule 
1 am deiiroi:s of your (;pinl')n upon them. I have poflibly wrote 
wich too much freedom, but you will place it to account of 
zeal in the caufe, and on this fcore difcharge my dcfign, which 
is dihnterefted and phil-inthrophic. 

" With iincere efleem and afFci^ion, 
*' EdinlmriT^h, " I am, Sir, your well-wifher, 

251I1 May, 1792. ** W. Skirvinc;. Secretary.' 

Mr. Attorney General, Now go to the acth June, 1792. 
(Clerk Reads.) 
** At a meeting of the Society for Conftituiional Information, 
Friday, 28th June, 179s; pn.lcnt J. H. Tooke. 
" Refolvcd, That a commiiiec be appointed to prepare an 
addrefs to die llritilh nation. 

" Ref<.lved, Tliat Mr. Tooke and Mr. Yorke be rcjucftcJ 
to prcj>ire the faid adircfs." 

\lr. An-jrucy ('-nuyal. We arc now goinp; to read letters from 
the Foliiical Societies at Norwich, to the Conlliiulioual Society 

in 
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I London, relative to the fame objeft, namely, a Convention, 
nd an addrefk to the King. 

Q. (7(7 Mr, Lauzun, Jhrjjing him a Jiaper.) Where did you 
nd tint paper ? 

J, In Mr. Hardy's houfc. 

(Clerk Reads.) 

** AddrefTcd to Thomas Hardy, No. 9, Piccadilly, London. 
*' Sir, 
" I lately received your letter from Mr. Coufcns, d;it..d April 
2(1, wliith, throii;.di multiplicity of bufincfs, wc have orr:ir;cd 
J anfv. er — hope ycni wilt excule the delay. M'c alio racivul 
nur' friendly litter^ jir'ior to that^ ivhercin you JIated tin ce /iropcji- 
icns : firjiy a ficthion to his Majejiy^ or to Parliament^ or a AV?~ 
ional Convention^ and ordered one of our committee to anivjer it -, 
'^iruldbe glad if you will inform me vjJiether it was attended to ;-. — 
^ ^ave my ojiinion on the juhjetl of the Confiitutional Sociity cf 
London, and found their ideas congenial with my own^vix. cm 
tddrefs to the King^ futile ; a jietition to Parliament {as a con- 
quered jicojile) tolerable ; a Kational Convention (if circwrflances 
admitted) befl of all, I'o what an alarming cirlfis are we ar- 
"ived ; the Junto is formed and eftiiblilhcd ; the pcfyplc bcco:re a 
prc^', and (to adopt the phrafe of an Hibernian apoftatc) arc 
ireated as the fwinifh multitude, except the privilcr^e of fattening. 
Wars muft commence at the caprice of indivi luals ; people 
:om from their houfes to be butchered ; windmills muft be 
attacked at the rifK. of being carried over and daflied to atoms ; 
:he nation drained of its fuftcnance in fuj^port a league, &:c. &r . 
Sec. Many epithets may with propriety be a])plic'd, exrepting 
Tuch as Fox, Sheridan, C-Jrey, Erlkine, Landidowne, Lauder- 
Jale, Stanhope, i^aine, PrielUey, Tooke, Wliarr-m, MaclerxU 
Barlow, Mackintoih, ('oopcr, befides many who luve fuflvn-d 
under tlie iron hand of, &:c. and when the people have complained, 
»ir.d humbly requefied a removal of abufcs, thev liavc h.ecn treated 
y.'irii infulc. *7\las ! where is the majcfty of the jKople ? An 
in'.liiTLient obferver would fuppofc it to center in icirs and 
garters, ribbcms, and coftly apparel, palaces, coaches and hor{cj>, 
"with all the trumpery of puerin^ amufement — and were it not for 
their ace urfed cr>i;fcquences, we could bear with it; bur, wlv.:ii 
"Vie conlider how many fweat and toil ajj-.l ftarve to lupport it, 
bow can we be perfuaded l)ut that tiscreis a contrivance l)wtwc?n 
the land owners and tlie merchants to hold the people in valial- 
a.70 ; for they eat uj) the peojdc as ihey eat bread ; the iniluerce 
<ii tlie ariftv>i;racy and hierarchy is become very alarming, for 
they have abforl)ed and fwalh.wed uj) the people ; but a rumour 
iilpread from the fou;li, and it is terrible to tyrants — it ftings 

their 



I 



238 THE TRIAL OF 

their mind — it galls their flcrti, and like Palliur, arc a terror to 
thcinfclvcs, Icil tiic people ihould afTert their rights. 

"^ Your's, &(:. « H. B." 

Mr. Attorney Cnicral. This is a kucr of the 25th July, 1795, 
^vhit;ll is part of an anhvor to the laft letter. 

0. (To Mr, LaiizuH^ ficivlng him a Jiajicr,) Where did you 
iind tliat letter ? 

J, 1 found tliis in Mr. Hardy's hgufe. 
(Clerk Reach.) 

'* London, 25th July, 1793. 
" Fellow Citizens, 

" I'he London Con efponding Society have received and read 

vsith plcaiure your letter of the 251)1 of June, but the aiifwcr 

^vhich you mention to have been made to oin-tlirecqucllionshas 

• j'Ot vet come to hand. We fliall be gl:i,d to be informed in your 

next, v.heilicr it v/as ever put in tlie Poil-oificc. 

'' Wieli regard to the queftions themfelves, however iinlivi- 
duals may have made up their minds on diem, the public (ctmd 
mnjl to afifirove the mode ofjietitio)ii)ig Parliament, We accord- 
ingly ac<|uiefced, and fent in a lictiimujigned\>^ near 6,C00per- 
f(jns. With th:s letter you will re( eive a copy of it; aiid widi 
its fate you are daubtlefs not unacquainted. 

" Wiiile we agree widi you that the people arc treated like 
fwinc, we are forced to acknowledge that fume among tbco), 
from tlicir Sloth and Ignorance^ fcarccly deferve better ufagc j 
liowever, unceafmgly labouring to meliorate their condition as 
v^ell as our own, and convinced that a thorough Parliamentary 
Reform is the only means of ciFecluating it, we firmly puifuc 
our purpofe, and in the moll confpicuous manner, under the eye 
of the court, in the middle of the metropolis, and in the vcryncft 
<jf place and ])enfion hornets, the tavern where Reeves, the tool 
of tJie junto, holds his inquifitorial tribunal, have lately held a 
general meeting of the fociety, fent forth an addrefs to die nation, 
anil entered into fome fpirited refolutions, a few co]>ies of which 
wc deilre you to accept and promulgate as far and as wide as you 
can ; at the Aime time rell alUired that the hnnnefs dUplaycd 
therein is not confined to zL'ords^ but that fjn every (xcafion our 
fociety will be found forcmod: in ajj'erting and reeovcrini t,M 
lihertLcs of th'ir country, 

** Kxi'.orting you, tlierefore, to throw ailde all unavailing com- 
plaint, we wi!h you to occupy yoi:ri'elves in inftruding die j>co- 
j):e, in introducing and maiiUuiniui^ onler nml regul.iriiv in your 
own S(/el'.ly, ami informing ajwutlljn'JcitJi all other ajf. dated p^ 
the fame Jiia/iofe tl rcifghcut the nation, bv i.eeping uj) a couii^''^ 
correrpoi:dence\\iiiitiicin ; but, above .-jli, orderly and cwrag'^'^vfj 
pvi paring yfAirjtlf for tie cj^nt \ for as it is natural to fuppoleflwt 

iholc 
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fe who now proy on the public will not willingly yield up 
ir enjoyments, nor re-poffefs us of our rights without ajirug- 
, which, by their behaviotir in Ireland, we have fome rcafon 
think they are meditating, and perhaps may intend to efFefifc 
means of thofe very foreign mercenaries who are now paid 
:h the fweat of our brow, and whom, under fome plaulible 
tence, it would be no difficult matter to land on our ihore — It 
y be more advantageous to humanity to fhew them at firft, 
t their opponents are neither mob nor rabble, hut an indignant 
irejfed people^ in whom it it not yet entirely extin^ the volour of 
ir forefathers. 

" Union and increafe being then our only refources, let us di- 
ently exert ourfelves therein with zeal and patience, removing 
lorance and prejudice, with firmnefs and a confident beha- 
>ur encouraging thofe who join us ; and, above all, avoiding 
ie bickerings among ourfelves, ever difcountenancing felfifh 
loufies and private animofities, and cordially joining widi heait 
d hand in the common caufe. 

** Your neighbourhood mufl fevcrcly feci the dreadful confe- 
ences of an iniquitous, depopulating, and ruinous war, but 
u are not onlv the iiiflerers ; from various parts of the country we 
Jm, that the war abrcradliiis already fprcad dcfolation at home; 
t fuch is the blindnefs of fome folks, that they talk of its being 
Qtinued for years. Peace we wiih to all men, but to fuch 
ends — deftruclion. Let us hear from you foon, and let- our 
■ure corrcfpondence be more regular. We are, with fincerity, 
low citizen, for the London Correfponding Society, as 

" Your friends and fellow labourers for the 
*' good of our countrv, 

" M. M. 

'' T. H." 
Q. (To MacJcan^ JJievcing him a [lajier.j Where did you find 
It paper ? 

J, At Mr. Hardy's houfc. 

Mr. Attorney General, It is a letter addrcfled to the London 
>rrefponding Society, and communicated by Mr, Hardy to 
r. Adams. 

[Clerk Reads,) 

" Brother Hardy, 
** The letter and thefe papers will explain tiiemfelves : T went 
Ji meeting the day this mentions, and the determination of the 
ociaiion is unlverfal u-fFragc and a?-imial parliaments; and it 
the unanimous d.ilrc and wiil; of that nleeting, that two per- 
QiS if poiiible, iL >uid be fent from the Societies in England, 
Delegates, to ii-cct our dear Northern Friends in the enfuing 
onveniiun. I mufl: dcfirc that the wifh of our friends maybe 
'iiiplied with. If any perfon could Jbe eledled of foynd pnnci- 
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pies and a clear underftanding, a good fpeakcr^ with a large Iicad 
and a warm heart in the caufe of freedom, having fn viei*' not 
his own aggrandizement — fuch a delegate would be of great fcr- 
vicc. He muft be there the 29th of tliis month, as the Convention 
meets on that day, and if my poor exertions can be of fervice as 
the other delegare, the London Correfponding Society may 
command me to fupport their interefts as far as 1 am capable. 

Thofe who know me know I am no fpeaker, much lefs an 
orator, but tliis 1 fay, my heart lies in the right place, and I 
hate and abhor all defpots. I am often with our friend Muir, 
he bears his confinement with a fortitude of foul, infpired with the 
genius of liberty. I have much to fay, but 1 muft leave off. This 
letter will be delivered, who will ihew you my direftion. I 
muft have a fpeeclv anfwer, bccaufe of the approaching meeting 
here — every thin^ 1 will comnninicate to you, from time to rime, 
wifliing fuccefs to aii humcMi butchers. 

'• 1 remain yours, Brother Hardy, 

<' A. Callender." 
The following is the paper referred to in the above letter. 

*' T he Fneiiil> of ihe peo])le and of a Parliamentary Reform, 
in their general Committee of their laft meeting in May, unani- 
nioiilly refolved to pcrfevere in fup})(>»rt of tiie carfe of arcfonn, 
when they ihould again alTemblc in the city of I^dinburgh. 

" The fcveral Sot icties are now, thLrelore, ciilkd upcn to 
meet in their turns, with all convenient Ipced, for the pLqiofc of 
cle(9.ing and inftrudting their Dclcgati-s how to adl at the next ge- 
neral meeting, alTc/ciaicdfor a general Keft>rm ; and the Societies 
will not fail to fend to their IXIcgaics notice to attend. 

" The Delegates will, therciore, come up to riiis mcerlng, 
which is imlimited as to the lcni,th of its i'rting ; for the friends 
of the people feck not tlieir own reputation, but die univerial 
good of all. 

" 'I'he aflbciated meetings in Edinburgh will advcrtifc thar 
place of meeting in due time. ^^ 

(Signed) " W. Ski rving, Secretary.' 

" Copy for the ul'e of the dilFereni divihons of die London 
Concfponding SorIc:tv. ^ 

" John Philip Fp.axiclow, AfliftantSec. 

Mr. Attorney GcneraL Now tii:n to dio book of the Con- 
ilitutionai Society of the 25th Oilobcr, 1793. 

(Ckrh Rccids^^ 
" At a meeting of the Sociurv for Conuilrilional Informa^cn, 
at the Crown and AnciK.r'i'avcrn, Fri;bv, I'^ix 0*Sob^» 
^793 i prefent, Mr. J. li. Tcol.c, and cihers. 
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** Mr. Sinclair read a letter, with an addrefs from Mr. Skir- 

Qg, Secretary to the Convention of the Friends of the People 

Scotland, to the Secretary to the London Correfponding So- 

*' Refolved, That an extraordinary general meeting of this 
ciety be called for Monday next, at the Crown and Anchor 
avem, at fix o'clock in the evening, to confider of the utility 
d propriety of fending Delegates to a Convention of Delegates 
the different Societies in Great Britain, to be held at Edin- 
rgh, for the purpofc of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 
** Refolved, That the fubflance of the motion be inferted ix\ 
5 letter." 
At an extraordinary meeting, held 28th Oftobcr, 1793, at 

the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand. 
** Read addreffes to the Friends of the People of Parliamentary 
iform, figned by Wm. Skirving, Secretaiy to the General Con- 
ation, at Edinburgh. 

** Refolved, That this Society do fend Delegates to the enfuing 
invention to be held in Edinburgh, for promoting a Reform in 
irliament. 

** Refolved, That two members of this Society be elefted as 
^legates to the faid Convention. 

** Refolved, That Henry Yorke, and* Charles Sinclair, be 
&.ti Delegates — Charles Sinclair, and Henry York were 
cording clefted. 

** Mr. Sinclair being prefent accepted of the office." 
Q. {To Mr, Scott, J/iewing him fame /lajicrs,) Where did you 
d thofe papers ? 

id. Tliey were taken out of tlie cuftody of Mr. Skirving, at 
linburgh; they are the fcroll and minutes of the Britiih Con- 
ntion. 

Mr. Tookc. If I am miftaken, your Lordfliip will ftop me 
mediately, but I think die profccutors have proved by their 
''n witnefs, that though my name appears on the book on the 
th Oftober, when a motion was iniule for an extraordinary 
-eting on the 28th, that I was not there, there being a ftrong 
cumftance which enabled him to know I was not there on 
' 28th ; he like wife proves I was not prefent, though my 
me appears in the book ; will it then be fit and proper that 
on my trials when it is firft of all proved by their own witnefs, 
It I was not only abfent when tiiis took place, but that I was 
ewife exceedingly averfc to it, and was very angry, and fuf- 
ed much abufe about it. — \\ ill it be fit and proper to make 
confonant with the reft of the proceedings, to permit this to 
read to the Jury, who may forget that circumftance, that I 
approved of the meafure particularly. Can tliis be read to 
iminate me ? ' 

H h Mt. 
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Mr. Law. We mufl {hew tlie approl>ation of Mr. Toote 
to thefe meafurcs when he was in the cnaif on the lyth Janu- 
ary, 1794. 

Lord Prejtdent, It is required that we fliould admit this evi- 
dence as part of the evidence of the trairfaftion, at the fame time it 
will not be forgot, that as to the circiimftance of fendinci; Del^teSi 
you are not concerned ; in the firft place you was abfent, and in 
the next place, you was againfl: fending them; it muft be* read 
to (hew tlie proceedings of that Convention wej-e afterwards ap- 
proved of in the Conftitutional Society, and to diat point k may 
be read to bring it home. 

Mr. l^ookc. I beg pardon, then as far as I am concerned it 
will only be brought againft me. It is very natural for inc to 
mnke the bed I can of my defence. 

Lord Prep dent. There can be no objedtion to your endea* 
Touring to make every ufe you poffibly can of it. 

{Clerk Reads.) 

" Convention Hall, Nov. 23, 1793. 

" It was moved, that "from thenceforth the Convention ftowM 
be ftyled The Br'itiJJi Convention of the Delegates of the Pto/Jff 
afTocIated to obtain univerfal fufFrage and annual parliaments ; 
agreed to unanimoufly. Alfo this other morion :" — " A modoo 
was alfo made for the Convention allowing the members of At 
United Society of Iriflimen, to fpeak and vote here." — 

** Referred to the Sedtions. 

" Citizens , who were country Delegates, rcqucftcJ 

leave ot abfencc, which was granted, upon condition that they 
would do tlieir utmoft to fend IDelcgates in their place. 

In the fame fitting there are the following motions, viz. ^ 

" Motion by Mr. , refpedling dividing tlie countrj' into 

departments, and appointing provincial C(mventions, whcttby 
they may b^ecome more accjuaiiitcd with each others fcntimcnOi 

•* Referred to the Committee of Union." 
Ninth ]3ay*s Sitiing. 
" Citizen , in tlie Chair. 

** Citizen Sinclair read the amendment upon Citi^.cn CaBw* 
d'-r^ morion, as agreed upon by the Committee; and it jvas 
rijj^ivcJ. that tiie h(*ufc fhoi:Lfl refolve itielf into a Committee 
^»r iisiiuturc confidcration. — In the courfc of the convcnii" 
rion, Ciii/tn iirown gave a hlSiory of the Habeas Corpus 
Aci. Aiu -i- an excellent difcufiion of the queftion, pertinent re- 
marks, aiij amendments, the Convention was refumed, and the 
whole, as amended, being read over, the members flood ujon 
ihcir feet, and pafTed the relohuion unanimoufly, as follows: 

'* Ciri'/.cn Gerald, in an energetic and animated fpeech, «d* 
drcflcd tiic meeting, and expreffed his happincfs at the mouoo 
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jaffed ; and expofed the a6k of the Irifh ParUamcnt, called ^ 

Ponvention Bill — and Citizen followed him in a nxaidy 

pcech, and proved the influence of the executive goveram^mt 
>ver the parliament. 

Citizen Margaret read and propofed the following motion : 
* That a Secret Committee of Three, with the Secretary, be 
ippointed to determine the place where fuch Convention of 
imergency (hall meet; that fuch place fhall remain a fecret 
vith them, and with the Secretary of this Convention ; and that 
ach Delegate fliall, at the breaking up of the prefent feffioa, 
« intruded with a fealed letter, containing the name of the place 
tf meeting ; that this letter fhall be delivered unopened to hi$ 
onftituents, the receipt of which ihall be acknowledged by a 
stter to the- Secretary — preferved in the fame ftate until the pe- 
iod fhall arrive at which it fhall be deemed neceffary for the De- 

sgates to fet oflF. This motion was fecondedby , and the 

ime paffed unanimoufly. Accordingly the ibllowing citizens 
J^ere nominated a Secret Committee upon this bufinefs, y\z. 

^argarot, — , with the Secretary ; and they were re«- 

uefted to devife the befl pofCble means of conveying this inti- 
mation to thofe Societies whofe views are tlie fame with ours, 
ut may not have Delegates at this time. 
'* The minutes of this day's fitting clofc with a variety of 

lotions ; and amonfl: others the following, by Citizen , 

od feconded by Citizen " That a funcl be raifed by fub- 

•ription for defraying the expence of fmall and patriotic publica- 
ons, to be diftribiited in the Highlands. Every publication 
^ bear the figure of a Highland Man in full drels, with target 
ad broad fword, to attradl the attention of Highlandmen. No 
uUication to cofl more than half a penny. 

" By Citizens , *' T/iat a Co7Timittee be a/ifio'inted to draiv up 

declaration of the natural, unalienable, and unfirefcriptable Rights 
Man; and that the fame be prefixed to an Addrefs to the Peopli 
Great Britain, 

And, " That a Committee of Obfervation be appointed in 
ondon, to give the earliefl intimation of any motion of the kind 
intioncd in the foregoing refolution t9 the difierent Societies,^' 
Convention Hall, Firfl Year of the Britifh Convention, Nov. 
29, Anno Domini, 1793. — Tenth Day's Sitting. 

" Citizen , in the Chair. . 

*' Citizen Margarot gave in the Report of the Comniittee of 
egulations ; which was ordered to be printed, and copies to be 
ven into the [colons on Monday, for their confuleration. 

" The Secretary read 's motion for a Committee of Ob- 

"^oation to be appointed in London. Citizen Margarot ftated, 

hat there was no occafion for a Committee of that nature in 

H h 2 London, 
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London, as there were fevcral thoufands of pebple in that chy 
upon the look-out. It was accordingly agreed, Ihat the Corrven» 
iianjiiould rcqueji the London Committee of Corrcf/iondcnce to give 
' the earlieji hitelUgcnce of what lh[[j'cd in [larlinment, 

" A letter from a friend, 6cc.* wliich had been tranfmitted to 
A. Scott, of the Qazctteer, was rc:ul; containing patriotic fcnti- 
mcnts, and two guineas ; and Citi/.cn Taylor preicntcda guinea 
from another Citizen, whofe name he was not at lihcny to men- 
tion. — It was ftated hy the Secretary, that a citizen from Lon- 
don was prefent, who was to give 5I. 5s. to the Convention, 
when a collection fliould be made for enlightening the High- 
landers. The thanks of die houfc was unanimoufly given to 
the before-mentioned patriots for tli^jir donations." 

Elevcntli Day's Sitting, Nov. 30, 1793. 

" The Secretary rc;;d' a motion, that a Committee bc^ ap- 
pointed to revlfe each day's minute's immediately on the rifing 
of tlie Convention, for the purpofe offending them to. the prds, 
to make hereafter a daily bulletin of the fame. The qucftion 
being put, tlic motion pa (Ted unanimoufly. 

" Citizen likewife moved, That no perfon ftioiil4 

be allowed the honoios of the fitthig-, unlets recommended by two 
members ; wliicli, with amendments, as in the motion itfdf, 
pafTed unanimoufly. 

" The Secretary read a motion for publiihing the natural, 
unalienable, and unprefcrij)til)le Riy^hts of Man, which wal 
ordered to be given to the C'onunitiee (jf Union. 

" It Vv-as n.oved, 'J'hat C'lptain fhould rcpoii fonw 

circumflcinccs to the Convcnlion ; for which j)urpolt* tlie houfe 
refolvcd itielf in'o a Committee, when he read an account of 
ihft trial ar.d fentencc of D. Holt, for reprinting the Duke of 
Richuioud and Mr. Pitt's K(.T(;lution for a Parliamentary Re- 
form; after v\liich, the Chainnan being replaced, the Setretaiy 

moved, TJiat Captain ihould be oltowcd the honours y 

the fitting, 

" Ciiizen fro;n Strathavcn, and from Hanul- 

ton, re(|uefled leave of abfence fliould be granted, and moved, 
that all the Delegiites who had left the Convention, fliouU ^' 
ceive letters to return immediately, and remain at their pou* 
initil the i:viportant bufmefs which was daily introduced into W 
C(Hivtnrif.n ihould be properly difcufllrd. 

'* A m( tion to fine tli<ife meiribers who did not attend thcif 
Seclion'i. —The order of the day was called for. 

*' A moti' n for drawing out a I'cKill of a petition to parW- 
mcnt; which being read, Ihc order of the duywas movdvp'^^ 

MonJayf 
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>nday, December 2, 1793. Firft Year Britifti Convention. 

Twelfth Day's Sitting. 

[Citizen , in the Chair, and Citizens and 

AfTiftants at the Table. 

* Citizen Skinning iniifted that all the members, both of the 
nvention and Primary Societies, fhould fubfcribe^ a folemn 
Tue and covenant. 

* Citizen Gerald pled for liberty of fentiment ; and compared 
people and their enemies, to the worfhippers of the true Go9 

lof Baal. "^ITc afterwards read fome paragraphs from the 
inburgh Hciald, with fuitnblc comments ; and compared the 
iftituiiun of 1688 to a dead hori'e. He (hewed the infipidity 
the title " Gentleman," and the propriety of the term 
Citizen ;" remarked the impropriety of tiie mode of promul- 
ing our laws, by reftricHng them to be fold by one printer, 
Ipublifhed in the Saxon character, which few can read." 
" Citizen Skirving alfo pled for the motion, and infifted that 
was proper, on all occafions, to take t?ie opinion of the 
imary Societies, and confidered the Convention as only a com- 
ttee of the /leojilc. 

" Citizen Alargarot pled in favour of the motion. The ap- 
)bation given by tlie many thoufands of their confiituents in 
ndon, Sheffield^ Norwich^ Leeds^ l^c. 
" The motion being agreed to, -with one diflenticnt voice, 

10 afterwards acceded, Citizen read a fpiritcd advertife- 

-nt from the Nottingham Society, inferted in a Sheffield newt 
per. 

" A motion made by Citizen , and fecondcd by Citizen 

— , That the Convention fliall pafs fome refolutions refpeft- 
; the late unprecedented and unwarrantable infringements on 
5 freedom of die prefs, particularly the arbitrary fcntence of 
dge Wilfon againft Mr. Holt, fpr reprinting the Duke of 
chmond and Mr. Pitt's plan of Reform. 

" Citizens and moved, That this Convention 

^e under confideration whether (after the contemptible manner 
which the late petitions for Parliamentary Reform were 
ated) they ihall again petition for Reform, or at what period 
y Ihould recommend the fame to their confiituents." 

At the Thirteendi Day's Sitting. 

Citizen , of Sheffield, produced a commifTion from the 

eds Conftitutional Society, appointing him tlicir delegate ; 
lich was approved of by the Convention, 
'he minutes of tlie Fourteenth Day's fitting are begun and 
entered thus ; 

*' Edinburgh, 
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*< Edinburgh, November 4th, 1793. 

« Fourteenth Sitting of the Convention." 

(In the alwve, November is, by miftake, inferted in place 
of December.) 

" Mr. Margarot begged leave to bring in a motion to the 
cfFeft, Tiilit the mon^ient of the illegal dilperllon of the prefent 
Convention be conlidcred as (jur lummons to repair to the plate 
of meeting apj)ointed for the Convention oi' Emergency by the 
Secret Committee ; and that the fame motion be toulidercd thil 
evening. Leave was accordingly granted. 

*' The Convention then lieard the only two motions on their 
table read, which regarded the fame matter; audit being ob- 
jcdted to, that the buihicfs of ihel'e motions was to be taken up 
to-monow evening, after fc^me converfiition, it was carried by a 
vote to the houfe to delay further conlideration till to-morrow 
evening. Mr. Margarot being prepared to bring forward hb 
motion above mentioned, the fame was taken under confidera- 
tion, and was as follows ; 

** Moved, I'hat the moment of any illegal difperfion of the 
Briiifh Convention ihall be conildcred as a iummons to the dele- 
gates to repair to the place of meeting appointed for the Conven- 
tion of Emerfa'ncy by the Secret C(Mnmittee ; and that Ae 
Secret Committee be inftru£led to proceed, without delay, to fix 
the place of meeting. 

*' The Convention having confidcred the motion ftilly, una- 
nimoufly re("()lved the fame, and appointed the Secret Committee 
to proceed as directed." 

Mr. Erjk'me, Will you indulge us with that part about the 
4/. and two bad (hillings, and alfo the manner in which d* 
Convention was difperfed ? 

Clerk of Anai^Hs. 1 don't know where it is. 

Mr. hrjklnc. Then find it, Sir ; I beg you will. I am in DO 
hurry about it. 1 will wait till it is found. 

Mr. Solicit or CnuruL The proceedings in the Convcntwn do 
no: (Contain any thing about the difpcriKm. 1 have a notionittf 
in the 4th day's fitting. 

(Clerk Reads.) 



Margarot 



*' '1 hf- n.inrrcs hciv.g read and prayers faid, Mr. Ma 
wr.s liii.iiiirin i.lly calkd to the chair." {Ins the lyjlKoi 

** 'J'hc f'crcriifv ir/(;rincd the C<»nveniion, that he had laft 
u'ujht ncelvcd hltccn ihiilii.;;s from fix oi" the viilrors who had 
b.tii i^icfcik-, ai'.d whi<.h \ iis paid to Mrs. hkirvlnrr, with three 
iliiiiiuiis received frcm \uitcr5, l»c alio luoved iliat a general 

coUciUon 
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;6lion fliould be made, which betng'agreed to, and Meffrs. 
ender and Scott appointed collediors, there was drawn 
mtly four pounds five fhiilings and eight pence, of which 

ewere two bad ihillings. Balance, 4/. 35. 8^'." 

Ir. Erjklne^ Look on the other fide, tlicre is fomctbing clfe. 

(Clei-k Reads,) 

The collection at the door amounted to nineteen (hillings 
three pence — Moore gave one rtiilling, making togcdier one 
nd and three pence, which was delivered to the treafurer, 

Reed." 
Ir. Solicitor General, Go to the loth January, 1794. 

(Clerk Reads.) 

At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
Friday, 10th January, 1794; prelent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. 

Refolved, I'hat the important letters received from Mr. 
— — , the delegate from this focicty to the Convention at 
nburgh, and tiie fubfcquent proceedings of that Convention, 
aken into confideration on Friday next, and that a general 
Jting of the fociety be called for that purpofc.'* 
At a general meeting, Friday, 17th of January, 1794, 

J. H. Tooke, Efq. m the chair." 
I. {To Clerk of Arraigns.) Was Mr. Bouncy prcfent ? 
I Yes, Sir. 

(Clerk Reads.) 

' Refolved, That law ceafcs to be an objjft of obedience, 
enever it becomes an inftrunient of opprcfllon. 
' Refolved, That wc recal to mind, vvidi the deepefl: fatis- 
tion, the merited fate of tlic infamous Jcilcries, f.nce Lord 
ief Jiifdce of England, who, at the era of die glorious Revo- 
on, for the many iniquitous fentences which lie had paffed, 
s torn to pieces by a brave and injured people. 

* Refolved, That thofe who imitate his example deferve his 

ere Mr. Tcoke left the Chair ^ and Mr. Gerald was called to tt.) 

* Refolved, Tliat the Tweed, tlion^rh i^ m?.y divide coimtiies, 
;ht not, and does not, make a fepararion betv/een tliof^ prin- 
les of common feverity, in which Engli^imen and Scotch- 
n are equally intereftcd ; thut injuHicein Scr^tland is injuftice 
England ; anl tluit the fafcty of Engliihmen is end Tigered 
Lenever their brethren in Scotland, for a condudl which entitles 
-m to the approbation of all wife, and the fi'oporr of all brave 
'n, are fentenccd to Botany-Bay, a punilhment Jiitherto 
lifted only on felons. 

« Refolved^ 
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" Refolved, That we fee with regret, but we fee without 
fear, that the period is faft approaching when the liberties of Bri- 
tons muft depend not upon rcafon, to which they have long 
appealed, nor on tlieir powers of expreffing it, but on their firm 
and undaunted rcfolution to oppo fc tyranny by the fame means 
by which it is exercifcd. 

" Refolved, That we approve of the conduft of the Britifh 
Convention, who, though aff:iled by force, have not been 
anfwcrcd by argument ; and who, unlike the members of a cer- 
tain affcmbly, have no intereft^diftindt from the common body of 
the pcoi)lc. 

" Rtiolvcd, That a copy of the above refolutions be tranf- 
miitcd to Citi/.jii William' Sl.irving, fc-.r-lary to the Britift 
C'jiivcntion, w-io Is now imprifoncd, under colour of law, in 
the T()!!)';()ih r;f lidinburf^Ii. 

** UtfolvfJ, That die refoluLifiUs now paffed be pubiifhedin 
the iicvvfp-.ipers. 

*' Rciid a kticr from Mr. Hardy, Secretary to the London 
Corrwipciiidiii^ Society." 

Mr Todc. 1 beg the lafl account of that meeting may be 
read over again, bccaufc it oj)pcars fo different from what it 
aj)j;cars in tiie pi'iucd report. — I beg lli(;fe refolutions may be 
read over again. Un^jfs my cais deceived me (and my eyes arc 
not fogood as my ears) if ! recolLci: any thing, it was flatcdby 
tlie Counfcl for rli.: Crown, 1 had {;Iwn my confent to the Bn- 
tifli Ccrnvtnilon ; fuice that, they have proved I had nothing to 
do V. iiii ii: ; it w:-:: then fcatcd, it would appear in the books ot the 
Soci'jty, thai L, t.^.Lhcr v,i'li otlier:., Ind approved of thcfe laft 
rcfoli'tionr;. 'i'l.-. -/ prr^^'c \<\iA deaily, wiiich I did not know 
they ■.'. ould ""ove, ilia:-, iv.ftead of any approbation being given 
by ii^e, as iron as ti.ofe rcroIuri(jas came to be i)ropofcd, that 
Mr. Hr)n- ■.']'(-.'.':,-;, fwho w:is \w riic chair till tluifc refolutions 
came) fi'iit!.:! -^ ■ '.h:.!r i:i the riidil: of the buHr-cfs, anJthat 
Mr. TTcr-M '.i.oV. i'-v t Inir, i :.u ilii'-M.-jnie the approbation of 
th'^fo pror '...:'■! "s; { , far from pro\ir:": [ v/as agrc'cablc to the 
pr'x 1-. (!■■•:■ , O:' ■.: • C'r/nvir.-i./i'i; t!rjy ih-.v cjuiti- il:c contrary, 
ai:d ih:i< j \ .."; ilnjf liisii in coni\:(jii(*nce ojf my di fa p probation.— 
J l^g, h^-'.vivc :■, I j.i'iy l.e '.;p;u:rj''.od tj mean no imputation 
ijpoii il:': ::ii' iv.:in v.iio mnde i!ic o!;rcrv. lion, I have great 
rcli»"^i^^»r M:.:. ::::lio 1 liiive f .r ail ; \y\^ [ b-p; tbr,fjreiLliitions 
may he rc.:'I (;v.;:- ■\'-v:\, ;i:k! C.w^. 'h. C'nirt i:ivi Ji:ry will attend 
to tlicm, :v:.t;' \\. t; ' vrii'.re lii'.' "^l- rvritlon i, miiil-.;, that in the 
midfllc ^:i" iii'j/v :::' //.:i.ions I c]t.'li:o.l liic cinir, and another per- 
fon t: >'»■•. I:. 

7.5; v/ /'/ , /:*'A v/. It is fit this obfcrvaticn fhoulJ.bc made and 
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Mr. Attorney General. Read the refolutionfi of the loth of 
January and the 17 th. 

Mr. Tooke. I called only for thofe refolutions which (h 
if they fhew any thing at all, that immediately hefore the refo- 
lutions were moved, I being in the chair, inftantly quitted it, and 
that another perfon took it. 

Lord Prejtdent. I want to know where it is that the clccum- 
(hmce of his leaving the chair firft appears. 

Mr. Attorney General, As far as the book is evidence, he 
appears to be prefent ; and it fays", " Refolved, that the impor- 
tant letters received from Mr. Richter, the delegate from this 
focicty to the Convention at Edinburgh, and the wbfequent pro- 
ceedings of that Convention, be taken into confideration on 
Friday next, and that a general meeting of tlie fociety be called 
for that purpofe." 

Mr. Tooke. My Lord, I will not be interrupted ; when I 
aik the Clerk to read a particidar paper, I wifh to know whether 
my requeft may not be fairly complied with, and tlien the Attor- 
ney General may read what he thinks proper. 

Lord Prejident. I think it ought. — You are entitled to have 
it read at your reqiieft, and if any thing is thought fit to be read 
afterwards, it muft be. * ^ 

Mr. Tooke. My Lord, I beg that thofe refolutions may now 
be read. There are only three of them I wifh tor have read. 

{Here the Clerk read again the Refolutions of the 1 7/// yanuary^ 

794-) 

Mr. Solicitor General. (To Mr, Maclean^ fliewlnghlm a paper.) 
Where did you find tliat paper ? 
A, I found it in Mr. Adams's houfe. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
** Citizen Adams, Dated, loth Jan. 1794. 

** The London Correfponding Society begs the Society for 
Conftitutional Information to accept of a few copies of Mr. 
Margarot's indiftment. . 

(Signed) ^* Thomas Hardy, Secretary. 

" P. S. The London Correfponding Society are to have an 
anniverfary meeting on the 20th inftant, at the Globe Tavern, 
Flcet-Street." 
Mr. Solicitor General. Go to the 24th January. 
(Read by the Clerk.) 
" At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
24th January, 1794; Mr. J. H. Tooke, prefent. 
. " A motion was made, That it be refolved, That the mod 
excellent addrefs of the London Correfponding Society be in- 
ferred in the books of this fociety, and that the King's Ipeech to 
his Parliament be inferted under it, in order that they may 

I i both 
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Iwilli Ix: nlwiiys iv.;Mly for 1 lie j)cri)Ctnal vcfcrruff i,f tlw n\ru)l)t\S 
i)i llii'j IcKJciy, (lurih^ the < ontiniiaiKc ol ilur prcfent untorfu* 
hale \v;ii ; :iiul thai (in j)rr|K*tiiaiii iri ^iiL-iiiorijini) ihcy luiiy 1)C 
piiiUul t<>[;e(h(.'i', in one ihcct, at ihc Iiappy < out Uiin^u of it; 
which hujijjy contlidion oi it, ;n t.onlin^', to th*: urcicni profpcr, 
ous a|)])caruiKcs, wc hope ami believe not to he many nioiulMt 
iliilant. 

** An amendment was moveil, T"hat l)etwr(rntl)(: words (/us) 
and (p:iiliament) flie word [hoNomahli] fhoidd he inleited. 

" llfjtioioaUc was willuhdwn. 

** Antytlier amendment wa.s th<-n moved, 'I'liat hetween the 
wonLs [hh) and (pailianient) tlie wtJid (Jaitfjid) ihoulJ be 
inferted. 

** I'ait/iful was wiihdrawn. 

•* And it was unanimouily ivfolvcd, "I'iiat ///i, atid his only, 
i.s lh(.*pioper epithet lor Paiham< nt n|)on flie prelent oeeaiion. 

** 'riie reiolution ilien palled unanimouily in its original 
form. 

** Ktfolved, That {\\v. I^oiidon Correfpoiullii^j Society have 
<kferv(d well of" their coinitry. 

** Kef(ilved, That ilie fectvtary he ordered to < atife fcirly ihon- 
fand i (^piesol the addiel's. the fpei < h, and ihelV- icloluiioiis, to he 
printed on one il eel, and pKjpcily diihihutid hi lin^land, Scot- 
land, and Iulai»<l. 

** Relolved, That lliefe refolntirjii.-, he pul)liihed in the ncwf- 
pap-f.." 

(J^. (I'tj Air. Afadtan^ J/iiiL'hi:r him a /ia/in\) Where did 
yon lind ili.it p:iper ^ 

yl, 'I hi*, h.ii'i I loiind in Mr. Ad-nns's hotife. 

(/. i'J''jA'Ii, ll'j'WUull^/hi\k'ini>jhLla}nc/inpci,) VVIioie Iiaiul- 
wiitint; i^ th a ? 

//. Vart is Mr. 'l'..oki.':., I helieve. 

Mr. Attfn}u") (Itni)uL 1 am now f.'oinj; to prodiKi: a rou^h 
di;ill oi' tli<- a<Miil'., and 1 am j;«>inj t«> (all Mr. Davidl'oii, to 
jMove tliiii addu !s Is tlic moil ext ( 1! m addieis meant hv the 
.L«nidoii C<^rh lp«ni(Ii.i:r .Sjx i'ly. j h;iw: piovcd that Mr. *\lar- 
tih V.;;.. pi.ipolid hv Mr. TooLr ^ I h.ivf-;dio pwived that Ilaidy 
\. ..s ;i,i :ijVf.i i.iii'd Mr:ii!.«-i oi ilir (.'iMililiiitloiial Sf»cieiy ; and 1 
Ml i.ii-.v I'.oiii;', to jii<r-'<' ihe iuKli' r*. of i!i«- 0'a\\^A Jiumary, 1794, 
\.iii<h i.:iili--i< 1 r>j i.i tiu: irioliiti ari lail l>;:ul, to he ill Mr. 
'I ooke s h.'.i! u I iiiiJ;',. 

Mr. Vo.'!i. \v It i: von i!:ite as i>iov(d, I am fntf y<»n think 
li^hi' l'»i, li.ii I nii.li h •;; the hci'ji.iiln^; ol tlie I.tl p.ij)er t«) he 
I' id iiViT a^.ii.i, t.i (ee Vi'heilui ii \S'x , i-) any, and what date. 
I \i ■•• ti JUL may he read. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Attorney GerjeraL It refers to no date. I am going to 
call evidence that Mr. Hardy gave orders to publilh the addrefs 
upon the 20th January, 1794, and I will then prove by evidence 
tliat the addrefs fpoken of in the refolution of the 24th January, 
1794, is the addrefs of the 20th January, 1794. , 

Mr. Tooke. I underftan^l you mean to prove tliat. 

Mr. Attorney Geyieral, I ihall prove it by evidence, which I 
fliall leave to the Jury upon the facft. I hope I don't do wrong 
when I fay, I fliall prove any thing ; I mean to fay, I fhail offer 
evidence tor the Jury to coniider of. 

Mr. Tooke, 1 am furc. Sir, you will think I fpeak for fear any 
error fliould be made, and not by way of imputation. 

Mr. Attorney General. I am always obliged to you when you 
correS me. 

Q. {JTo the Clerk of Arraigns.) With refi)e£l to the laft 
letter, was Mr. Tooke prefcnt ? . • 

A, Mr. John Home Tooke was prefent. 

g. Was Martin ? , ". 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Lord Prejident. I fuppofe the addrefs is not in fa£l infertcd 
in the book. 

Mr. Attorney General, No, my Lord. 

James Davidson, fworn. Examined by Mr. Attorney 
General. 

Q. You are a printer, I believe ? 

A, I am, Sir. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Hardy or Kir. Martin ? 

A. Yes, Sir ; 1 know Mr. Hardy. 

Q. Was you applied to by Mr. Hardy to print any thing 
before or after the 20th of January ? 

ji. Yes ; — I believe before. Sir. 

j2- I don't aA^ you what you have printed for the London 
Correfponding Society ; but look at that, ijhewing him a Jiajier) 
and tell me if you printed that ? 

A. Yes, Sir ; 1 believe 1 have. 

Q. Who employed you to print it ? 

A. Mr. Hardy. 
• Q. Who paid you for it ? 

A. I am not paid for it. 

Q. (To AL\ Afaclean^ JJiewhig him a booL) Did you find that 
book any where ? 

A, Yes, Sir ; I found this in thepoffeffion of Mr. Adams. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
" At a general meeting of- the London Correfponding Society, 
held at tlie Globe Tavern, Fleet-Street, on Monday, the 20th 

I i 2 " day 



1 



a^t THK TAIAL OP 

day of January, 1794; Citizen John Martin in the chair. 
Tilt following Addrcls to the People of Great-Britain and 
Irthiiid w.is read and agreed to : 
"Cni/KN's, 

*^ We iind tlic nation involved in war, by which, in the courfe 
cf one caiiijiuign, imincnfe numbers of our countrymen hava 
been flaughtercd ; a vafl: expence lias b^:(:n incurred, our tradc^ 
couirncrcx-, and manufactures, are ahnoft deftroved, and manj^^ 
of (;ijr manufadturcrfr and artifts are ruined, and tlieir familic^^ 
ftarving. 

" 'I'o iM to our aflflidion, we have rcafon to expe^, thx ^ 
rtlicr taxes will foon be udded to the intolerable load of impoik jg 
and impofitioH', with wliich we arc already overwhchned, fc*!* 
t!ic purpoi't; of dijfraying the expenses whieli have l>een incurrec^ 
in a fiuiilcis crufade, to rc-eAablifli the odious dcfpoti&n of 
l-'runu:. 

" When wc contemplate the principles of this war, wccon- 
fcfs oiirrcivrs to be unable to approve of it, as a meafure cither 
of jufticc or dlfcrcrion ;— and if we are to form our talculatic^n 
of the refuh, Iroin what has already paflcd, we can only lor^k. 
forward to defeat, and the eternal difgrace of the Hriti/h name 

** While we are thus engaged in uu expenlive and ruinous 
foreijMi war, our fhite at home is not lefs deplorable. 

" We are rvcry day told, by thofe persons who arc intcrcftcd 
in fiipportin;; the corru/nion lift, and an innumerable hoft <-^» 
Jinecure Placemen, that the conftitution of England isthcp^r"- 
fccrion of huin:in wKdtim ; tnat our laws (we (hould rather fa>^ 
their laws) are the j>';rfection of juftice ; and that their adini r» « -j 
flnnion of lliofe lav.s Is fo impartial and fo ready, as to afl'c-»r^ 
an e(|ual remedy, both to the rich and to the jK^or; bymean^ ^^' 
which we are faid 10 be placed in a fture of abfolutc freedom, a *"^ 
th:it our rijjjrs ai.d liliertics arc fo well fecured.to us as to rc^*^* 
der all invallon of them impoffdde. 

*' Whni we afk, how we enjoy thefc tranfcendant priv"*- 
]rt»r-, ? we are referred to Mupia Charta^ and the Bill ^J 
/.'/>^/'. ; and rhc glorious Revoiution^ in the year 1688, is l».^**" 
ouc to n-^, as the bulwark of Uritifti liberty. 
** (JrnzKN's, 

« \Vr: Inive referred to Afa^na Chnrta^ to the Bill of Rif^^^* 
and ro the Revolution^ and we certainly do find that our anccf- 
tors did eftablifti wife and wholcfomc laws ; but we as certainly 
iind, ili:i», of the vetierable Conftitution of our anceftor*f 
hardly n veltige remains. 

" 'i li': only (hajiters of the Great Cliartcr, which arc now 
in legnl exiflence, are the 14th and 29th. 

** '1 he important provifion of the 14th chapter runs thus : 

"A freeman 
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* A freeman fhall not be amerced for a fmall fault, but after the 
nncr of the fault ; and for a great fault after the gieatnefs tiiere- 
faving to him his contenement : and to a merchant likewifc^ 
ing to him his merchandize: and any other's villain than 
r's /hall he likcwife amerced, faving to him his wainage: 
1 none of the faid amerciaments- fliall be afTcffcd, but by the 
:h of honeft and lawful men of tlie vicinage. 

" But by the ufurped power of the Judges, in affefling fines 
id what fines !) in the cafes of mifdcmcanour ; this gi()rious 
ht of the fubjc£l, of having thefe fines affclfed by the Jury, 
e only poflible protcdHon from flavery and the viicft opprcf- 
ti) is unjufUy and infamoufly ravifticd from us. 
'* The provision of the 29th chapter runs thus : 

* No freeman (hall be taken or imprifoned, orbe diffcifedof 
freehold, or liberties, or into, cuftoms, or be outlawed, or 

led, or any otijerwife deftroyed, nor we will not pafs upon 
1, nor condemn him, but by tlie lawful judgment of his 
:rs, or by the law of the land. We will fell to no man, wc 
1 not deny, or defer to any man, either juftice or right. 

* The various methods now in conftant prad^ice by which 
benefits of this provifion are totally defeated and deftroyed, 

^ht induce us to fuppofe, that tlie Great Charter has been 
ealed ; if we did not affuredly know, that is the fundamental 
is of our conftitution ; which even the rp:al Reprefcnta- 
-s ot the people (much lefs the miferable nominees of Heljlmt 
1 Old Sarum) have not the right, nor (as we truft it will be 
ndby experience) the power to repeal. Yet what do wc 
i in praftice? Unconftitutional and illegal IN FORM A- 
ONS, EX OFFICIO, that is, the arbitrary will of the 
rig's Attorney General ufurping the office of the accujing 
ry ; and the mtereftcd oath of a vile common informer, wjtli 

judgment of as vile a common trading or penlioned juftice, 
►ftituted in the room of our birth-right, an impartial trial by 

country. 
** Add to this, that the exorbitant expence of judicial pro- 
-dings, the novel praftice of arbitrarily and repeatedly annuU 
g die verdids of Juries, and the dilatory pra6ticc of the courts, 
>il openly and fliamcfully contradidl the claufc which forbids 
- denial, the delay, and the fale of juftice. 
** A man accufed of Felony^ (for which by the common law 

England, his life and goods arc forfeited) may be bailed on 
»ding two fureties for forty pounds each ; but upon a charge 

MISDEMEANOUR, by words only, bail to the amount 
' ONE THOUSAND POUNDS has been demanded. 
** Upon conviction alfo for fuch mifdemeanour, enormbus 
Dies, long and cruel imprifonments, unknown to our ancient 

laws, 
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laws, and unfan£lioncdby any new ftatutcs,Iiavc of late fandbiji 
of laicj Uxn too iVequciuly and too oppreflivcly inflidled. A nd 
all this, although by this Bill of Ri^^lits it is declared, that * ex< 
ccfTive bail fhall not be demanded, or cruel and unufual punifli- 
ments infli£lcd.* 

" It' we look to Ireland, we find that acknowledged privilege 
cf the |)coplc to meet for the fupport and protcdion of their 
riglits and hbcrtics, is attempted, by terror to l>e taken away by 
a late infamous adt of Parliament ; whilft titles of honour ! — no, 
but of diihonour, are lavifhed ; and new fources of corruption 
opened, to gratify the greedy proftitution of thofc who are the 
inftruments of tliis oppreflTion. 

" In Scotland, the wicked hand of power has been impudently 
exerted, without even the wretched formality of an aft of Par- 
liament. Magiftratcs liavc forcibly intruded into the peaceful 
and lawful meetings of freemen ; and, by force, (not only with- 
out law, but againfl: law) have, under colour of magifterial of- 
fice, interrupted their deliberations, and prevented their aflo- 
cia:ion. 

'* T\\t wifdom and good conduft of the BRITISH CON- 
VENTION at Edinburgh, lias been fuch, as to defy their bit- 
terell enemies to name the law which they have broken ; not- 
withdanding uhidi, their papers have been feized, and madcufe 
of as evidence againft them, and many virtuous and meritorious 
individuals, have Ixren as cruelly as unjuftly for their vinuous 
adtions, difgraced and deftroyed by infamous and illegal fentcnccs 
of tranlportation. And thcfe unjuft and wicked judgments have 
been executed with a rancour an(f malignity, never before known 
in this land ; our refpedlable and beloved fellow citi'Aens have 
been cafl fkttkred into dungeons amongft felons in the hulks, 
to which they were not fentenced. . 
'* crnzKNs, 

" We ail approve the fentiments, and are daily repeating the 
words, for which thcfe our refpedlable and valuable brethren are 
thus unjuftly aixl ijihumanly fuffering. We too, affociaic m 
r)rder to obtain a fair, free, and full reprefentaiion of the people 
in a houfe of real national rcjirefcntatives. Are we alfo willing 
to be treated as I'ki.ons, for claiming this our inherent rignff 
which we are determined never to forego but with our lives, 
and wliidi none but thieves and traitors can wiih to withhold 
from us ? Conhder, it is one and the fame corrupt and corrupt- 
ing infiu'.Mue which at this lime domineers in Ireland, Scotlandf 
and Englan I. Can you believe that ihofe who lend virtuous 
Irifhmcn and Scotchmen, fetterexl with felons to Botany Bay, do 
not meditate anil will not attempt to lei/xi the firft moment to few* 

us after them ? Or if we had not juft caufc to apprehend the 

tune 
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nan treatment • if, hiftead of the moft imminent dan- 
ire in perfeft fafety from it ; fhould we not difdain to 
iberty or privilege whatever, in which our honeft Irifli 
L brethren did not equally and as fully participate with 
: caufe then and ours is the fame. And it is both our 
Lir intereft to ftand and fall together. The Irifh Par- 
1 the Scotch Judges, aftuated by the fame Englifli in- 
ve brought us dire£tly to the point. There is no far- 
yond that which they nave taken. We are at iffue. We 
chufe at once either liberty or flavery for ourfelves and 
ty. Will you wait till BARRACKS are ereded in 
ge, and till fubfidi%ed Heflians and Hanoverians are 

may alk, perhaps, by what means fliall we feek 

anfwer, that men in a ftate of civilized fociety are 
iek redrefs of their grievances from the laws ; as long 
refs can be obtained by the laws. But our commou 
om we ferve (whofe law is a law of liberty, and whofe 
>erfe£l freedom) has taught us not to expeft to gather 
01 thorns, nor figs from thirties. We muft have re- 
our own laws, and not from the laws of our plun- 
mies, and oppreffors. 

^RE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NATION. 
.ISTANCED AS WE ARE BUT IN A FAIR. 
VND FULL REPRESENTATION OF THE 

4 
a* 

Ived, That during the enfuing feffion of Parliament, 
1 Commictee of this Society do meet daily, for the pui- 
atching the proceedings of the Parliament, and the ad- 
>n of die government of this country. And that upon 
trodudlion of any bill, or motion, inimical to the liber- 
e people, fuch as for LANDING FOREIGN 
S IN GREAT BRITAIN or IRELAND, for 
r the HABEAS CORPUS ACT, for proclaiming 
AL LAW, OR FOR PREVENTING THE 
i FROM MEETING IN SOCIETIES forCON. 
nONAL INFORMATION, or any OTHER 
ATION of a fimilar nature, tliat, on any of thefe 
es, the General Committee fliall iffue fummonfes to 
rates of each divifion, and alfo to the Secretaries of the 
locietics affiliated and correfponding with this Society,- 
to call a GENERAL CONVENTION of the 
E, to be held at fuch place and in fuch a manner as 
)ecilied in tlie iumnions, for the purpofc of taking fuch 
into tlieir confideration. 

« Refolved, 
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*' Refolved, That the preceding addrcfs and refolution be 
figned by the Chairman, and print^ and publifhed* 



" J. Martin, Chairman. 



Hardy, Secretary.' 
Q. {To Maclean^ Jliewing him a paper,) Where did you find 
that ? 

A» I found this in the pofTefEon of Mr. Adams. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
«* Dated Friday, January 24th, 1794, figned T. Hardy, Sc- 

cretary. 
" Citizen Adams, 
•' I am ordered by the London Correfponding Society, to 
tranfmit to the Society for Coixftitutional Information, a few co- 
pics of their late publications. 

« T. Hardy, Secretary/' 
Mr. Attorney General, I propofe now to read a letter from 
John Martin to Maurice Margarot ; it was read upon the lad 
trial. 

Wm. Walker, fwom. Examined by Mr. ATTORNsr 
General 
Q. Look to that letter — Did you ever fee Mr. John Maitm 
write ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

g. Ls that his hand- writing ? 

A, I believe it to be his. 

(Clerk Reads,) 

** Dated Richmond Buildings January 22d, 1794, figncd J* 
Martin, and addrefled to Citizen Maurice Margarot, Td- 
booth, Edinburgh.'* 
Mr. Attorney General, Before you read the letter look back 
to the minutcs'of the 24th — Was Martin there ? 
A, Yes, Sir. 

{Clerk Reads.) 
« My dear Sir, 
" I dare fay you tliink I have forgot you from my not having 
witten to you, out you know my fcntimcnts fo well it was un- 
neteffury for mc ; and it would probably have been improper to 
have faid any thing about politicks. With rcj^ard to Lord &I- 
ward, I have not been able to gel aavthinp; like a fettlemcnt; to- 
morrr)w is the firft day of Tci m, when 1 (hall rule the flicriiTs to 
return the writ. Wc had a ircctin^i; on Monday, at Chalk Fgrtn, 
the newfpapers give our numbers at 500, but we were rearer 
1500 ; the proceedings were tolerably bold, and your conducl rj* 
ccived univerfal approbation ; yet, mat is no wonder, for thofc 
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who oppofed the fubfcription, at firft, are now putting their 
hands to the very bottom of their pockets, and fwear, by God, 
you fhal! be fupported to the very laft guinea. We muft have a 
meeting in a Chapel, or fome large place, and I think we jfliall 
meet to fome purpofe. Have you read my letter to Lord Lau- 
derdale ? Are you inclined to.try a writ of error ? and what do the 
Scotch lawyers think of it ? And what do you think of the legal 
knowledge of my countrymen ? I firmly believe the law is the 
only fcience of which they know nothing. 

** The king went yefterday to meet his parliament; they fet 
till fix o'clock this morning ; the papers are not out, but I am 
told only twelve were for peace, die minifter has fo great a ma- 
jority, within doors, for the war, but the people have a greater 
majority without doors. The fwiniih dogs had the impudence 
to groan and hifs while his moft facred Majcfty was paffing to 
and from the houfe; and I am told a woman, being moved 
and feduced by the infl:igation of the Devil, did, in St. James's 
Park, take off her patten and throw it with all her force againft 
die coach ; fome fay it broke a window, and put his Majglty in 
bodily fear and danger of his life. God fave the King, or if, &c: 
as Gerald fays. 

" I am happy to find you are in good fpirits fufFering the 
mild and juft fentence of the law ; you may remember I told you 
to be thankful if you was not hanged. 

" The Society is increafmg rapidly, both in fpirit and num- 
ber, and the rich now begin to come among us and to fit down 
with pleafure among honeft men in their leathern aprons. I 
could write you ftrange things, but it is not proper, therefore ex- 
cufe my nonfenfe. 1 think there is a ftruggle between Mrs. 
Margarot and you, you fhould fet her the example, and bear 
trough with the greateft fortitude ; thofe who fufFer tlie leaft, 
Sometimes feel the moll:. When I read your letter at the general 
Meeting, I could fee the tears ftarting m the eyes of the honeft 
i^en to whom it was addreffed. I think you Ihould execute 
^ Power of Attorney to fome perfon, authorizing him to a6l 
generally. If you tliink it well to try a writ of error, fend me 
^ord. Muir and Palmer have put their cafes before Parliament. 
Mrs. Martin defircs me to fay more for her than I have time. 

" Yours, &c. 

" J. Martin. 

" P. S. Citizen Gay fays more than 1 dare write, you 
know the frank finccritv of that Citizen — ^lie may be depended 
on." 

. Mr. Attorney Genera!, Go to the nth of January, 1794. It 
*s a letter from Thomas Hardv to the Societv at Norwich. 

.^ K'k Q. [T(i 
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Q, (To Mr. Waljh^ jhewtng him a paper.) Look at this, ani 
tell me where you round it ? 

A. I found this in Mr. Saim'shoufe at Norwich. 

[Clerk Reads.) 

'' Addrcfled to Mr. Charles Corbel, by St. Mary*8 Churcbt 
Norwich. 

" London, January 11, 1794. 
" Fellow Citizens, 
" I have juft received a letter from citizen Margarot, at Edin- 
burgh, with fome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, where you wiB 
fee that citizen Skirving is found guilty, and fentenced tor four- 
teen years tranfportation to Botany Bay^ Margarot's trial coracs 
next ; he meets it with great firmnefs and refolution. I have no 
time to make any comments on the proceedings, but I think our 
opponents arc cutting their throats as fafl as uiey can. Now it 
the time for u^ to do fomething worthy of men. The brave de- 
fenders of liberty, fouth of the Engliih Channel, are performing 
wonders, driving their enemies before them like chafF before the 
whirlwind. Margarot tells me, that he has not time to write M 
you juft now, but he hopes to have time very foon, when his trial 
is over, and immured in a prifon. The London Correfponding 
Society is to have a general meeting and an annivcrfary dinner, ; 
on Monday the 20th inftant, at the Globe Tavern, Strand. I 
have fcnt y6u fome of Margarot's and Skirving's indiftn^nt, 
with two copies of a pamphlet on Brewing — he is a member of 
our Society, the author ; if you approve of it vou may put it in 
prafiice, and be a great favmg to many ^milies, alfo a diminu- 
tion of the revenue, for every one brewing their own beer pay no 
duty for it* Excufe hafte. I ftill remam, &c. 

(Signed) " T. Hardy." ' 

Q. {To JValJh^ Jhe^xing him a paper.) Where did you fifli 
that ? 

A. I found tliat at Saint's, at Norwich. 

[Read by the CInk.) 

" Dated Lf)fjdon, 28th Jamiarv, 1794, figncd T. Hardy, Se- 
cretary, adilrcflcd to Mr. Wm. Liivvcs, bt. Mary's, Norwich. 

'* FtLLOW CiTIZKNS, 

" On Friday laft we anfwcrtd your letter, and acknowledged 
at the fame tiir.c the receipt of your dcclanition luid rcfuluticu-s 
which wc highly approve of- ?nid which \vc h:ivc dilTcmimteJ. 
Wc fcnt you alfo fomo ncldrcfTcs rcl'olvcd upon nt our mcetini^, 
and whicli wc hopj vou will apnrcvc and aulvvcr without dclnv- 

Thc 
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The times arc full of danger — we muft be fymiy aAIve, and 
unanimous, or all is loft — ^no dilatory weaknefs, or we ^rt 
undone, 

** Yours, for the Society, 

« T. Hardy. 
•* P. S. I have juft heard a report, that there are meflengers 
fent down to Edihburgh, to bring Margarot and Skirving up to 
London — excufe hafte ; when you write again, pleafe to fend 
to me, under cover, to tlie fame perfon." 

^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional' Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 
7th February, 1794 ; prefent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. 
" Mr. Tookc moved, That a circular letter be fent to each 

jnember of this Sqciety, with a ftatement of the cafe of Mr. 

Sinclair, Delegate of this Society to Scotland, requefting th<»'r 

affiftance to the fund alreadv fublcribed for him. — Faffed unai\i- 



Mr. Attorney General. I fhall now call Maclean to prow \^ hora 
i was found, and give evidence tliat it is in Mr. TooLc ^ l..;ad- 
writing. 

Q. (To Maclean^ Jlicv^nng htm a paper,) Did yoi find that 
ktter any where ? 
A. Yes, at Mr. Adams's. 

Mr. Tooke, The fadl is certainly fo, I moved it. 
g. (To WoodfalL) Have the goodnefs to look at rhe figna- 
ture to this letter, at the writing at the back, and at the two or 
fluee interlineations in the middle of it. 

A. The fignature, the interlineation, and the endorfement, I 
believe to be Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 

Mr, Attorney General, I defire that the entry of the 7th of 
^February, 1794, may be read, with refpeft to the addrefs of the 
fliondon Correfponding Society to Scotland. Look to the 
|book, and fee whether Mr. Tooke appears to be prefent ? 
I 

(Clerk Reads,) 

•* At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Fri- 
day, 7th February ; John Home Tooke, prefent, and John 
Martin. 
•* Ordered, That the refolutions relative to the addrefs of* the 
London Correfponding Society, paffed at the meeting of the 
ft4di of January laft, be fent to the Edinburgh Gazetteer for 



dcTtipn. 



K k 2 Ordered, 



■s^ 
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" Ordered, That a copy of the faid rcfolutlons of the 24th 
of January, be fent to the Secretary of the London Correfpond- 
ing Society. 

" Mr. John Williams read a letter from Mr. Sinclair, dated 
I ft of February, 1794. 

" Refolvcd, That the Secretary do now read the circular letter. 

" Letter read, figncd by order of the Society, J. H. Tooke. 
" Sir, 

" I am dircdled by the Society for Conftltutional Informa- 
tion to write to all the members of that Society, requcfting' their 
continuance towards the fupport of Mr. Sinclair, one of the De- 
legates fronv the different Conftitutional Societies in Scotland, 
lately met at Edinburgh, for the purpofc of confulting together, 
and concerting the meafures, which might be proper to be pur- 
iued, in order to obtain a fair Reprefentation of the People of 
G'reat Britain in Parliament. Mr. Sinclair, attending as J>k- 
gate from the Society for Conftitutional Information, has be- 
haved, upon that occafion, with a moderation of temper, which 
has not only been highly approved, but has much endeared him 
to this. Society. For that conduft, which we highly approve, Mr. 
Sinclair was indicted in Scotland and returned to London upon 
bail, lincc that time Mr. Skirving and Mr. Margarot have ten 
fcntcnccd in Scotland, for the Sme condudl as Mr. Sinclair's,, 
to fourteen years tranfportation. With the fate of Mcflh. 
Palmer, Muir, Skirving, and Margarot before his eyes, iMr. 
Sinclair has returned to Scotland m difchargc of his faith as 
a private man towards his bail, and in difchargc of his duty 
to an oppreflcd and infulted public. He has returned not 
to take a fair trial, but, as he is well perfuaded, to a fettled 
conviftion and fentcncc ; thofe fentenccs of tranfjwrtation are 
^ novelties both to England and Scotland, and exceed in cru- 
elty and impudence any thing pradlifed in that odious and horrid 
n'ign of the Stuarts ; and thofe fentenccs are to be carried into 
execution under the adminiftration of Mr. Pirt, and by him, who 
formerly, though hvpocritically and treacheroufly profcffcdhim- 
fclf a ftrcnuous advocate for a Parliamentary Reform, andhira- 
fclf met the Delegates throughout England, aflembled in Con- 
vention, at the Thatched Houfe Tavern, for the fame purpofc as 
that for wiiich the late Convention met in Scotland. Should it 
one day ]>c tlie fate of Mr. Pitt to be tried by the people of this in- 
fulted and opjncfled country for his treachery to the caufc of 
f*arliamcntary Reform, wc iruft they will never confenc to fend 
him to Botany Bay. In the mean time we cameftly folick 
your affiftance to alleviate the fufferings of Mr. Sinclair's Ctua- 
rion, and to afford him c^xry comfort in our power, under diil 

difconfolatt 
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difconfolate but meritorious martyrdom, in which and In worfe, 
if there be \%orfe, we declare ourfelvcs ready to follow him in 
purfuit of the fame objedl, viz. A fair Reprefentation of the 
People in Parliament. " By order of the Society, 

" John Horne Tooke," 

Mr. Solicitor General, We will now read the proceedings 
of the 14th of February, in which thi$ was propofedand ordered 
.to be printed and entered on the books. 

("Clerk Redds. J 

** At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor, Strand, Friday, 14th Fe- 
bruary, 1794; prefent, Mr. J. H. Tooke, in the Ghair. 
** The Secretary produced a copy of the letter to be fent to 
the members of the Society. 

" Refolved, That the fame be figned by the Chairman, and 
printed, and fent to the members of the Society. 
« Sir, 
** I am direfted by the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion, to write to you, requefting your, contributions tovc^ards the 
fupport of Mr. Sinclair." 

Mr. Solicitor General, There arefeveral amendments. 

Lor^ Prejident, Does it appear where the amendments are ? 

Mr. Solicitor General, Upon the draft they are in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Tooke. 

LordPreJident, Are thev material ? 

Mr. Solicitor General, 'The amendments are thefe, " The 
fentences of tranfportation ;*' there is another, it was, " this in- 
fulted;" it is interlined, "this oppreifed country;" and the 
otherj^s ; ** under the adminiftration of Mr. Pirt." On the 7th of 
March there is a letter 1 wifli to be read. 
{Clerk Reads,) 

** At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
Crown and Anchor, Strand, Friday, 7th March, 1794; 
Mr. Horne Tooke prefent. 
** Read a letter from Mr. Sinclair, at Edinburgh. 
** Refolved, That Mr. Hull be requefted to obtain credit for 
Mr. Sinclair, at Edinburgh, on account of this Society. 

** Ordered, That the Secretary pay Mr. Williams lol. re- 
mitted by him to Mr. Sinclair out of the fubfcription to Mr. 
Sindair." 

Mr. Attorney General, I muft beg you to go back tp the letter 
of the a4th NovemBer, 1793. Your Lordihips will find it in 

the 
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fhc Appendix F. It m a letter from Margarot to the Norwich 
SfKicti'.'s. 

Q. (7oMr. IValJlt, Jlirx'lng him a fiaficr.) Whew did ycm 
find tliat letter ? 

j1. At Mr. SajntN, at Norwii h. 

Mr. Ailorncy (rcneraL He was not only a membery but he 
was a Dclocatc of the Corrcfponding Scjciety^ and Delegate to 
the Scotch Convention. 

(Clerk Reads.) 

** Signed Maurice Margarot, dated Kdinburgh, Noveinber 
M^ 1793- 

" (iKN-TLKMKN, 

" f yeftcrday received your letter of the i6th current, re* 
qucfling your Society to fend a Delegate. 

•« Yc)U know that at our arrival here we found that the Con- 
vention I hid, after iittine four days, adjourned, and the Dele- 
gates wire all gone back t(; tlicir refpedtive habitatiww, without 
proceeding any furilier in the bufinefs of Reform, than fimply 
agreeing that nothing (hort of univerfal fuffnige and annual 
parliaments would fatisfy them, and on that ground propofine 
not to fend any petition to tlie king or to the parliament, left 
by fo doing the enemies of reform might Ik: tempted to counter- 
aft their wifti, and exert themfelvcs to prevent a peace ; but at 
the fame time it was recommended by the Comx-ntion, that all 
friends to reform (liould fign any petition for peace, which mij^ht 
originate in atiother quarter. We foon prevailed on the Edin- 
burgh Committee to recal the a(ljf)umed Convention ; the 
country Societies, informed that Kngland meant to take a fc- 
riouH part in the great caufe, fcnt back all their former Delegata, 
and feveral of them who had not feiit J^elegates to the prior "Cfin- 
vention, have fent fometo this one. On I'uefday the 19th inft. 
the Convention o]K:ned. 'J*he number of Delegates amounted 
to 180 ; fome of them came even from fo far as Cromartie ; the 
ix;ce|)tion we ex|x:rienced was highly flattering, we mutually gave 
and received encouragement and animation. I Hiall not at pre- 
fent attempt to give you a minute detail of what has fincepafled, 
liecaufe tlie minutes are to Ix; printed, and then 1 will not fail 
fending you a few (opies of tliem, and will, I hoi>e, Ix; able at my 
return to come to Norwich, and give ycju an accurate verbal ac- 
<:ount of every tranfadiion ; nvan time, if you have any in- 
fh nations to j;ive nie, fend them without delay, other wife I fliall 
ttdt for you (.onfonnaldy to thofe laid down by the London Cor- 
refpoiuhng Society, u c(ipy of which you doubilefs have received 
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Trona them. The Convention have begun by cftablifliing a fct 
:)f rules for the organization of the prefent and even future Con- 
tentions ; next we eftablifhed a Committee of Union between 
Jie two nations, a Committee; of Finance, and a Committee to 
:ake into coniidcration the protecting or eftablifhing a patriotic 
lewfpaper. And on Saturday laft we pafled a provifory Decree 
)f Union, the whole Convention, {landing hand in hand, fo- 
cinnly pledged themfclves to each other to renounce all national 
lidinctions, to abide firmly and truly by each other, until the 
jreat end is obtained, and at the fame time we affumed the title of 
I he BritiJIi Convention of Delegates of the People^ ajfociated to 
%htain Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments. 

" Maurice Margarot.'* 

Mr. Attorney General. I propofe to read next, a letter of the ad 
December, Appendix F. from Gerald and Margarot, who were 
Delegates of the Conftitutional Society, to the Secretary of the 
Correfponding Society. 

Q. {To Gurnell^ JJiewing him a palter,) Did you find that in 
any place, and where ? 

A. I found it in the pofleffion of Mr. Hardy. 

{Clerk Reads.) 
" Edinburgh, Tuefday, Dec. 2, 1793. 
«* Citizen Hardy, 
•* We received laft night a letter figncd by you, but written by 
another perfon, acquainting us with the determination of the 
Committee,. " that at the adjournment of the Convention we 
ihould return immediately to London ;" this determination we 
will undoubtedly conform unto, unlefs it be (as we hope and ti*uft 
it will) contradifted in your next ; for if the Committee abides 
by it, we, who by being on the fpot, and thoroughly, acquainted 
'with the ftate 01 the country, can judge with certainty thereon, 
do affure you that our our immediate return to London will be at- 
tended with very bad confcquences, for at prefent all the country 
focieties look up to us to come among them to enliven^ to encou^ 
^age themy to convince them by our pre fence ^ that we exift, that we 
liave beenfent from England for the purpofe of Union and Reform^ 
and that the time is near at hand when fuch a Reform muft take 
place. Nothing, dear friends, muft force us from Scotland, at 
prefent, but the abfolute impoflibillty of bearing the expences at- 
Ending our miffion, andthofc expences may be fomewhat leflened 
^\ recalling one of us, and leaving the other; our Norwich 
Wends may likewifc bear a part of them, fo that unlefs the funds 
of thefocicty are very low indeed, no excufc for recal can be va- 
lid, uulcfs founded o\\fear\ and that we muft remind you is our 
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concern, not yours. While, therefore, the idea of uniting our 
Society with the whole kingdom of Scotland affords you a plea- 
fing profpeft, let us do every thing in our power to cement that 
union ; and this can only be done by a longer refidence in the 
country, and by vifiting the feveral focieties that have fent Dele- 
gates to Edinburgli, and would think themfelves ill ufed if we did 
not take their town in our way. Confider of it, therefore, vrc 
befeech you, and let us have your anfwer immediately. 

" The Convention proceecl with great fpirit. We fit daily ; and 
laft week we came to* a refolution, which, wC fancy, will give 
pleafure to every friend of Reform, as the minutes arc to be 
printed, wc will, at prclcnt, only give you the heads of it, viz. 

" That fhould any attempt be made by government for the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Bill, tht introdudkion of a Con- 
vention Bill, or the landing of foreign troops in Great Britain or 
Ireland, the Delegates arc immediately to affemble in Conven- 
tion at a certain place, the appointment of which is left with a 
Secret Committee — Tliat when fcven Delegates ihall be Aus 
affcmbled, they fliall declare themfelves permanent ; and when 
their number amounts to twenty-one, they fliall proceed to bufi- 
nefs — thus you fee wc are providing againfl what may happen. 

" Citizen Gerald's health is fo far recovered as not to prevent 
him from fully attending his duty. Wo cannot fay as much of 
Citizen Sinclair from the Society for Conftitutional Information; 
he has been confined to his bed ever fmcc Saturday with a vio- 
lent fever and fore throat ; he is fomewhat better this morning. 
He is a valuable young man ; and, (hould he die, his lofs would 
be feverely felt; not, indeed, by his conftituents, who haw 
bafely abandoned him, but by all the friends of freedom. He 
is a member of our Society, and we recommend him to your 
notice. 

" You will before this have received our laft of the 26th inft. 
acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 23d, together 
with a remittance of lol. 12 s. Our time is fo conftantly em* 
ployed that we find it abfolutcly impofliblc, as yet, to write to 
you more than once a week, and even that on no fixed day ; 
eighteen hours out of the four and twenty are devoted to public 
bufinefs, and you may reft affured they are not mifpent. Wc 
are happy to hear that you go on as well in the South as we do 
in the North — Letters convey but vcrv iniperfeftly, and widi 
no great degree of fafety, what wc might wiih to inform each 
other of. . Y ou have done us a material injury by neglecting to 
fend us a parcel of our publications, and a number ot copies ot 
the Juryman's Right. Pray do not delay them any longer, and 
among them fomc of the letters to Dunlas. We fent you an 
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Edinburgh Gazetteer laft week, we fend you another to-mor- 
row; you will therein fee part of what pafled in the Conven- 
tion. 

<< We remain, 
" Moft fmcerely, 
** Your fellow labourers in the caufe of Reform, 

" Joseph Gerald, Delegate, 
" M. Margarot, Delegate. 

'* M. M. would be glad to receive a line from T. H. about 
private bufinefs of his own.'* 

Mr. Attorney General, My Lord, I am going to read a 
letter of the loth of March, 1794, from Margarot to the 
Norwich Society. 

Q, {To WalJJiJhewing him a Jiafier,) Where did you find that ? 

J. I found it at Mr. Saint'3 at Norwich. 

(Clerk Reads.) 

^* Spithead, the loth of March, 1794. 
" IVorthy Friends^ and Fell ozv Citizens^ 
** Our ftay here being longer than was firft expelled, I avail 
inyfelf of that delay to acknowledge the receipt of twenty 
pounds from your fociety, which have been delivered to me by 
Thomas Hardy, ourfecretary, to whom you had remitted them, 
and who has been down here purpofely to fee me, and make fome 
arrangements for the future, but whofe buiinefs has called him 
back to London before anything could be fettled between us. — At 
firft he feemcd to think that the money was meant by you to be di- 
vided among the four who are now fufFering together ; but on my 
acquainting him that thofe gentlemen were infinitely better off 
than myfelf in that refpedl, infomuch that they are continually 
receiving private prefents, and are moreover fupportcd by many 
noblemen and rich members of Parliament, thefe latter feeking 
only (I much fear) to make a party afFair of it, that he gave the 
money to my own difpofal. If, however, you meant otherwife, 
your intention fhaJl be complied with immediately on its being 

made known to me. So much for pecuniary amiirs. This 

morning ten fhips of war have left Spithead for the channel, 
and it is here reported that the Brcll fleet is out : rumour, always 
magnifying things, fays there are feventy fail of French at fea ; 
if fo, tliere muft be a number of tranfports among them, and a 
defccnt may probably be the confequence. For God's fake, my 
worthy friends, do not relax in the caufe of freedom — continue as 
you have begun — confolidate your own focieties — unite with 
others — pcrfevere, and make no doubt but fooner or later your en- 
deavours will be crowned with fuccefs. I havealfg to thanl-vou 
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for the afFeftionate addrefs I received from you. Be aflured diat 
tny utmoft ambition will be ever to deferve your confidence and 
your efteem. The tide of fortune, however ftrongly it may run 
againft our caufe at prefent, muft foon have a turn : The eyes 
of mankind will naturally open, when their pockets empty, and 
their blood fpills ; they will afk each other, for whom arc wc 
thus facrificing ourfelves and murdering others ? What advan- 
tagi refults to us from all this expenditure and flaughter ? And, 
by interfering in die government of another country, do wc not 
fet other nations an example to interfere with our own goveni-» 
ment, and to model it as they think proper ? Should they 
do fo, popery and defpotifm muft be our lot. May gracioiu 
Providence avert it ; may we rather all, to a man, be determined 
to live free or die ! In my exile, nothing would cScSt me fo 
much as to hear that my country was enflaved, and that my 
countrymen hugged their chains. I truft, however, the national - 
fpirit of Britons will prevent it. Adieu, my dear friends, and 
ever remember, 

** Your faithful, 

" M. Margarot. 

*< P, S» This day a mock debate concerning our fentcncc il 
to take place in P ," 



[End of the Second Day,] 
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Wednesday Morning — November 19, 1794. 
The Court opened purfuant to adjournment at Nine o'clock. 

Mr. Attorney GeneraL We ihall produce a letter of 26th 
Mav, 1792, which relates to the correfpondence of the' Friwids 
of die People ; it is from Sheffield to the Conftitutional So- 
ciety. 

^- (To Mr. Maclean^ /lewing him a jiaper*) Where did 
you find that letter ? 

j1. In the pofleffion of Mr. Adams. 

[Clerk Reads.) 

" Dated, Sheffield, May 26, 1797." 

Mr. Attorney GeneraL It is a miftake for 1 792. 

[Clerk Reads,) 

^* Signed, Samuel Afhton, Addrefled to Mr. Adams, Tooke's 
Court, Chancery-Lane, London. 
" Sheffield Society for Conftitutional Information. 
'' Sir, 

** Your favour of the 3d ultimo came duly to hand. The 
acceptance of our twelve friends as members qf your's is highly 
fatisfadory to this Society ; and I am directed by them, to requeft 
you will prefent their fmcere thanks to the fociety, for the honour 
conferred upon the members of this fociety. It is with pleafure 
"we congratulate you upon the ufeful knowledge you diffeminate, 
"to diliipate ignorance and error from among the general mafs 
of the people ; a knowledge which, when once obtained, can- 
not be obliterated, cannot be defaced by the wicked defigns of 
artful and crafty men. We are happy to inform you the num- 
ber of members are about 2,400, and is likely to encreafe in great 
proportion by worthy and refpe£lable friends, who, though they 
don't incorporate with us, have manifefted themfelves ui a man-: 
^er that adds ftrcngth and fupport to the fociety, and the caufe 
in general. 

"On Saturday laft, the 19th, we received a packet of refolves 
from Free Mafon's Tavern, and wc find they are not fo well 
^conciled to the way pointed out to us, as we could wifh, nor do 
Aey affi^rd us fuch a flattering profpccl, as the affociations of fo 
refpeftable a body, under the denomination of the Friends of 
tile People might do. Their anfwer of the 12th inftant to the 
letter of the 27th ultimo, is no ways compatible with that appli- 
cation from the known refpeftable names who entertain a wifh 
to obtain athorough Reform, upon the principles of the Rights 
of Man, which can never be accomphfhed till every man enjoys 
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his rights. We communicated to them, the pleafmg hopes of 
looking forward, and viewing fuch refpeftable charafters fup- 
porting our rights, agreeable to the above principles, and accord- 
ing to the denomination which they give themfelvcs : In due 
courfe they would receive our letter laft Thurfday fe'nnight. 
We fliall not attempt any further communication with them 
untolwe arc favoured with your fcntiments on this fubjeft, or till 
matters of doubt are removed. 

"We received a packet from the Friends of the People ifl 
South wark ; they have our beft wiflies, and we fhall in a day 
or two forward our reply to tliem. We have alfo had commu- 
nications from Manchefter, and feveral other phces, that arc 
about to form themfelves into focieties. Birmingham in parti- 
cular claims all the affiftance which poflibly can be. adminiftercd. 
'J 'here arc a great number of friends to the caufe of the people, 
and we flatter ourfelves, if prudent meafures are purfued, the 
mouths of defpots and reigning bigots will be ftopt. 
*' I am, your fmcere friend, 
** And hope you will excufe my troubling you with 
the enclofed, 

" Samuel Ashton.*' 

Mr. Bozvcr, We (hall now produce a letter which was omitted 
laft night, from tlie I^ondcm Correfponding Society to the So- 
ricty at ShefiRcld, in which they ftate they don't expeft any peti- 
tion will produce a Reform. 

Q. (To Mr, Lauzuriy JJicwlng him a Jiaper.J Did you find 
that among Hardy*s papers ? 
J, Yes. 

{Clerk Reads,) 
No fignature, or addrefs. 

" Sir, 4th March, 1793. 

** 7'he London Correfponding Society have at prcfent to 
acknowledge your laft, and to anlwcr more fully your preceding 
letter. 

** With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unanimous 
in tfie opinion, that fuch a petition will not produce a Reform ; 
yet from many confiderations we are now perfuaded, that if every 
fociety in the ifland will fend forward a petition, we Ihall ulti- 
mately gain ground, for as much as it will force the prefent mem- 
bers r/ the Senate to repeatedly difcufs thefubjeft, and their 
deliberations, printed in the dift'ercnt newfpapers, will rooft 
naturally awaken the public mind towards the objedt of our pur- 
fuit ; the nation oiue informed that a Reform in Parliament is 
fought for from difl'erent quarters, gives rife to debates in the 
Jloufc oi Commons, and is acknowledged by every rank to be 
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wanting, will begin to exeicife their own reafon on the fubjeft ; 
arrived at that period, we prefume our bulinefs will be nearly 
accomplifhed. 

" Let us then clofely follow up our Nottingham brethren ; 
let every fociety petition fcparately ; let every week fumifh a 
freih petition, and afford a frefh debate ; — we feek to open the 
eyes of the public : Petitions on our part, and rejeftions on 
the part of the Mini ft ry, will efFedlually do it. We therefore 
highly approve of your idea, and will ourfclves follow it up, 
and recommend it to all the other focieties we correfpond with ; 
and withal, we recommend to you that no time be loft in fo 
doing. 

** With you, we lament the evils of an imprudent aud incon- 
fiderate war, a war rather eagerly fought for the advancement 
of private ends, than carefully deprecated from confiderations of 
public good^ — a conteft unfavourable to this country, whether 
either France or Defpotifm gain the upper hand. We join with 
you in gratitude to thofe worthy members of either Houfe who 
have endeavoured to avert this national calamity, to whom we 
have likewife returned our public thanks, — and we remain, with 
fincerity and affedtion, 

" Your friends and fellow labourers, 



Q. (To Mr, Lauxuriy Jliewing him ajiajier,) Where did you 
find that paper ? 

J. At Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

(Clerk Reads,) 
" Sir, loth June, 1793. 

" It is with fingular fatisfadlion the committee of the London 
Correfponding Society received your letter : they are very glad 
to fee the fpirit of freedom fpringing up in Birmingharn, and 
they make no doubt but that the zeal of your fociety and the 
increafe of your numbers, will foon do away the ftigma thrown 
on your town by the unjuftifiable behaviour of a Church and 
King mob. We are entirely of your opinion with regard to the 
neceflity of a general union ; and we believe, as you do, that 
when once the country fliall have fo united, the Nero's of the 
day will be forced to yield to the juft demand of a long and fore 
opprefTed people. 

** With pleafure we accept your proffered correfpondence, 
and earneftly beg of you to let us hear from your fociety by 
every opportunity. We wifh likewife you would point out to 
us feme fafe mode of conveyance for fuch informations and pub- 
lications as we may think neccfTary to be tranfmitted to you. 
The poll: we no ways rely on, as many of our letters have 
already been intercepted. . " If 
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** If any of the members of your fociety fliould haveoccafion to 
vifit this metropolis, we hope you will not left him come without 
a letter from you, and that while they (lay here they will fre- 

Juently affift at the meetings of our feveral divifions, and by 
lus aflbciating commence an union which we hope foon to fee 
fpread itfelf all over Britain. 

•* We will not enter into a detail of our grievances ; we arc 
equally well informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly convinced * 
that nothing fhort of annual Parliaments and univenal fuffrag© 
can eftore to us that degree of civil liberty we are juftly entitled 
to, &;c. &;c. 

*' M. M. C. 
« T. H. S. 

. " To Mr. J. Kilminfter,. Secretary to the Birmingham Society 
for Conftitutional Information." 

Q. (To Mr. Scott, /lewirjg him a Jialier.) Where did that 
letter come from ? 

-^. It came from among Mr. Skirving's papers. 

Q, Where did you find it ? 

ji. Among Mr. Skirving's papers. 

(Clerk Reads,) 

** Dated, London, 0£lobcr 5, 1 793 ; figned, Thomas Hardy, 
and addrcffcd to Mr. William Skirving, Head of the 
Horfe Wynd, Edinburgh. 
" Dear Sir, 

** With plcafurc I perufc your favour of the 2d inftant, but 
as yet have fecn nor heard notliing of the two copies of Mr. 
Muir's trial, which you mention as being fent to the fociety, and 
to myfelf. Be kind enough, notwithftanding, to return that 
gentleman thanks for his polite attention ; and aflure him, tliat 
we view him in the light of a martyr to freedom, as well as Mr. 
Palmer ; and that our warmcft h(;pcs are, that the oppreflbrs of 
mankind will cither be afliamed or afraid of carrying their re- 
vengeful malice into executi(jn. 

'' The General Convention which you mention, appears to 
Mr. Margarot (to whom alone I have communicated your letter) 
and myfcif, to be a very excellent meafure, and as fuch 1 could 
wifh you, without delay, to communicate it officially to our 
fociety, without any ways mentionnig that you had written to me Jiri- 
vatcly, \i in your official letter you Ihould require us to fend a 
deputation to that meeting, I have no doubt but our fociety 
would with pleafure accept the invitation, and I am perfiiaded it 
may do much p/)od. Our freedom, as you juftly obferve, depends 
entirely upon ourfelves, and upon our availing ourfelves of this . 
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opportunity, which once loft may not be foon recovered. I am 
|;lad to difcovcrby your teftimony that I was no ways miftaken 
in the high opinion I always had of Lord Dacr's patriotifm. A 
title may be a bar to difmtereftcd patriotifm ; but, it fcems, he 
has evinced it to be not an infuperable one. 

" You are right — it is true that we have had another general 
meeting, at which a haftily compofed and fuddenly produced addrefs 
to the King was read, applauded, and agreed to be prefented; but 
on a cool revifal, the faid addrefs being found tobe more ill-natured 
than fpirited, more dangerous in its language than advantageous 
in its objedl, bcfKles being too long, the committee, widi the 
approbation of the majority of the focic;y, have adopted ano- 
ther, much fafer, more appofite, and relating folely to the war. 
Enclofed you have a copy of it. But you was mifinformed 
when you was told we pafTed any refolutions at that meeting, 
for we only came to one, and that rather of a private nature, 
namely, * That the conduft of Sir James Sanderfon, in pre- 
venting the meeting of the London Correfponding Society at 
the Globe Tavern, Fleet- Street, was of fuch a nature as to 
place him l^elow our cenfurey 

" I am, moft fmcerely, 

" Your fellow-labourer and well-wiiTier, 

" T. Hardy. 

** P. S. Mrs. Margarot defires to be remembered to you in 
the moft affedlionate manner. Do not in future, on the addrefs 
of your letter^ mention any thing of the [^London Correffionding 
Society] for it was a thoufand to one that I received that letter 
by poft. 

'* To Mr. Skirving, Edinburgh." 

Mr. Attorney General, I am now going to produce the com- 
miifions of Margarot and Gerald, as delegates to the Conven- 
tion in Scotland. 

Q. {To Mr. Scott.) Are thofe a part of Mr. Skirving's 
papers ? 

A. Thefe were alfo found among Mr. Skirving's papers, 

(Clerk Reads,) 

** At a general meeting of the London Correfponding Society, 
held at Citizen Briellatc's, Hackney Road : 
** This is to certify, that Maurice Margarot is elefted a 
delegate from the London Correfponding Society, to the enfu- 
ing Convention, to be held at Edinburgh. 

(Signed) " Richard Hodgson, Chairman, 

*/ Thomas Hardy, Secretary." 

"At 
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** At a general meeting of the London Correfpomllng Society, 
held at Citizeri Briellatt's, Hackney Road, 24th OiStober, 

1793- 
" This is to certify that Jofeph Gerald is eleded delegate 

from the London Correfponding' Society, to the enfuing Con- 
vention, to be held at Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtaining 
a thorougli Reform iii the Parhamentary Reprefe.itation of ihc 
people 01 Great Britain. 

(Signed) ** Richard Hodgson, Chairman. 

" Thomas Hardy, Secretary." 
Mr. Solicitor General, Now go to the 8th November, 1793, 
where there is an entry on the books of the Confl-itutional So- 
ciety, which ftatcs letters read from t\\c focieties of Leeds and 
Sheffield, in anfwcr to the letter of the aStli October, which is 
relative to their fending delegates to the Convention. 

(Clerk Reads,) 

" At a meeting of the Society for Conflitutional Information, 
Friday, 8th November, 179'^: 

" Read letters frojii the Conftitutional Societies at Shcffidd, 
Leeds, and Birmingham, in anfwer to the Secretary's letters of 
the 28rli ultim(»." 

Mr. Atorncy General, Now we will produce letters that arc 
anfwers to the Conftitutional Society, relative to the fending 
delegates to tlie Scotch Convention. 

(I, {To A^r, Maclean,) Where did you find that paper? 
{Jlievjing one, ) 

A. 1 found it in tlic poflcfflon of Mr. Adams. 

(Clcik Reads.) 
<< Addrefied to Mr. I). Adairfs, Attorney at Law, Tooke*i 
Court, Chancery-Lane, London. 
" Slieffield Committcc-Room of the Conftitutional Society, 
** Sir, Nov. 1, 1793. 

*' Your letter, and tlie rcfolutlgn of tiie Society for Confti* 
tutional Information in London, are this moment delivered to 
me by Mr. Afluon, in anfwcr to wliich 1 iit down inftantly to 
inform y(ui that th(r fociciy has already tranfmitted its fentimentf 
to the iVcretury of rlic C^juvention at Mdinburgh, Mr. Skirvinc, 
and dc( lint;d fending a delegation, ff>r rcafons which I will tran?- 
cnbe in x\vi words of onr letter, ' 'J'hatit would have given this 
ffH-iety the nioft heartiek f:iti: fa-fHen to have had a delegation 
])ri'feut at their ;»pproachii:g Coiwenrion, hiid we 'received timely^ 
notice cf their wifhes that'it flioidd be fo- but it unfortunatclf ' 
h;«ppc:ns, tliat ;i!l the j';entl< men beloi*.;i,in;; to the fociet>', whicli 
it would choofe for fo Important a buliiieis, arc fo prcviouflv 
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Ingaged in afFairs which they cannot poffibly poftpohe In fo 
fcort an interval, that it is not in our power to comply with 
iheir requifition on the prefent occafion. 

" This fociety are alfo of opinion, that to give fuch a mea- 
fure its full efFed, it would be neceffary that the other focicties 
in South Britain fhould have communication with each other on 
the fubjefl, and be able to afcertain that deputations would be 
fent from at leaft a majority of the focicties in this part of the 
kingdom. And to evince that we fhoidd be happy to unite our 
efforts with their's in one firm and fettled plan, we affure them, 
that if they think proper to fix another meeting in Januaiy or 
February, or any other time which may be more agreeable, and 
give us immediate notice thereof, and that they wifh to fee dele- 
gates from the feveral focicties in this part of the kingdom j we 
will write to all thofe we are in correfpondence with, to get fuch 
a delegation as may be trulv rcfpeftable and important. 

" The above extraft will evince to you. Sir, and the Society 
for Conftitutional Information, how far your proceeding meets 
with our approbation. There Is a worthy member of this fociety 
and of the committee, and I believe alio of the committee of 
twelve, admitted into vour fociety. Citizen Alcock, now in Lon- 
don, and I doubt not but he has, before this will reach you, given 
you the whole information herein contained ; but fo fcrupuloufly 
exaft am I in anfwering every letter on public bufinefs, that 1 
will not truft to him, though I know he is particularly defirous 
of boing introduced to you. 

" I was chofen fecretary, Aro temport^ to anfwer the letter 
firom Mr. Skirving, and therefore continue the office thus much 
fiirther, not to keep you in fufpence, as the committee will not 
meet again before Wednefday next, and two or three of the mem- 
bers, who have feen your letter before I did, fent to requeft I 
would do fo. 

" I cannot clofe this letter without remarking, that all the 
focicties we are in correfpondence with, have been remarkably 
remlfs In their communications for feveral months paft ; to many 
We have addreffed more than one or two lettersjwidiout receiving 
any anfwers. This fociety has been very a6live, and particularly 
in publifhlng, by which feveral indivlauals have fuffered confi- 
derably, as the burthen has fellen chiefly on them. We haVe 
manv thoufand members, but a vail majority of them being 
Vrorkine men, the war, which has depnved many of them of 
all employment, and almoft every one of half his earnings, we 
have been crippled more than any other in the kingdom. We 
have the fatisfa(ftioh to know that we have done great good, but 
I fear we muft content ourfclves with good intentions and wiflies 
iu future, as our funds are not only exhaufted, but the fociety is 

M m confideraoly 
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confiderably in debt, und that debt muft fall on a few viUo htLHf 
ftood forward on every occafion witli their zeal, their adtivr 
efforts, and their credit. 

" It appears to me, that if the focieties do not become more 
aftive^ and more united in their efforts in the time to come, 
what they have done hitherto will be rendered ufelefs, and arbi* 
trary power will trample on all that is dear and valuable to free- 
men. The manures lately adopted in the fiftcr kingdom, mea- 
furcs as oppofite to, and incompatible with a free conftitution a» 
fire and water, and fincc followed up by the moft flavifh and 
horrid doftrines in the courts in Scotland, have hitherto been 
viewed only with a degree of apathy by the great bodies of the 
kingdom, which we little fc)lks in the country look up to for 
eicamples, ftyling themfelves Patriotic, fuch as * The Society for 
Conftitutional Information in London,' * The Friends ot Ae 
People, ditto,' * The Friends to the Liberty of the Prcfs,' that 
we begin almoft to think here, it is time to nip thofe buds of 
freedom which were beginning to bloffom with fo much luxuri- 
toce, left they (hguld be expofed to the danger of being blighted 
by thofe torpid frofts which appear to have chilled every ani- 
mating influence in thofe great barners which we looked to for 
defence and protc6lion. 

" I affure you, my good Sir, nothing is further from ray 
intention than to give the fmalleft offence. I am a ftaunch De- 
mocrat, and fpeak my mind freely ^ and I hope you will confider 
what I have hinted at tlie fupinenefs, which appears at prefcnt to 
poffefs too great a fway, as merely the effect of that warmth and 
zeal for the great caufe we are both ftrenuous to fupport and 
forward, the caufe of freedom and Parliamentary Refonn. 
" I am, with the greateft refpe6t, Sir, 

** Your moft obedient fervant, 
<* Matthew Campbell Browne, 
<* Secretary, firo tcm'/iore, to the Conftitutional 
** Society, Sheffield." 

Mr. Sol: L I tor General. Wc will now go to the proceedii^ 
of the Britiih Convention, to ihcw this fociety did fend a delegate 
notwith (landing their refufal before. — It is in the additional cor- 
lyfpondcnce from the London Correfponding and the Shef- 
field Societies. 

CC/erk Reads.) 

*• Additional delegation. Crown and Anchor, Strand, London. 
** Charles Sinclair, Henry York. — London Corrcfpondinff 
Society, Jofeph Gerald, ditto. Maurice Margarot. — ShdEcH 
Conelprmding Society, Mattliew Campbell Browne." 

Mr. 
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Mr. Solicitor CeneraL Now we will ihew that Matthew 
Campbell Browne, was an adlive member of the fociety^ by 
feveral of their proceedings, 

(Clerk Reads,) 

** Citizen Browne, of Sheffield, produced a commiffion from 
die Leeds Conftitutional Society, appointing him their Delegate, 
which was received and approved of by the Convention." 
Seventh Day's Sitting, Edinburgh, a6th Nov. 1793. 

** Citizen Matthew Campbell Browne in die Chair." 

Mr. Solicitor General. We will now read the letter from 
Leeds, mentioned in the fame entry of the Conftitutional So- 
ciety. 

g. (To Mr, Maclean.) Where did you find that letter, 
ijhewing him one.) 

A. I found it in the pofTef&on of Mr. Adams. 

(Clerk Reads.) 
** Addreffed to Mr. Adams, Tooke's Court, London. 
" Sir, 
** Vour's o^ the 29th I received, and laid it before the Com- 
mittee of the Leeds Society on Monday the 4th of this inftant.- 

" It is with great fatisfa<flion we read your letter, and ap- * 
prove of your having elefied your Delegates to ferve upon fuch 
a laudable undertaking ; but if you mean for the Leeds Society 
to adopt the fame meafures, fhall he glad if you will anfwer this 
immediately ; as we are not acquainted with the time of their 
fitting, we fclar our Delegates would be too late. 

" I am. Sir, with great refpedl, 
" Your humble fervant, 
.** Quarry-Hill, Charles Huntley. 

Nov. 5, 1793. ** Secretary to the Conftitutional Society/* 

Mr. Solicitor General. We ftiall produce a letter from the 
Conftitutional Society, to the Conftitutional Society in London, 
defiring they will fend Delegates to the Scotch Convention, and 
we fhall prove they appointed Margarot, who was likewife a 
member oi the Conftitutional Society ? 

m {To Mr, WalJIu) Did you find that letter any wbeje? 

A, Yes, in Mr. Saint's houle at Norwich. 

(Clerk Reads.) 

" London Correfponding Society, Nov. 23, 1793- 
" Fellow Citizens, 
** You. have been already infoimed, by the correfpondence 
fubfifting between the refpedlive divifions of the patriotic So- 
cieties in England and Scodand, of the Convention callcid and 
now fitting in Edinburgh, for the pnrpofe of obtaining a fpeedy 
M m 2 and 
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and radical reform in the i^ftcni of parliamentary rcprefentatioii ; 
and you are alfo in poflcfUon of the circumdances of our having 
fcnt two Delegates (Margarot and Gerald) to reprefent our iiv- 
creadng Society in that refpediahle affemhly. The Society for 
Conftitutional Information, alfo ele£\cd two rcprefcntathrcs 
( York and Sinclair) the latter only of whom has gone to Scot- 
land for the difcharge of his important mifTion. 

" Citizens, the ohjcSt of our prefent letter is to inform you of 
the important communications which our mifllioji has already 
produced. The fpirit and refolution it has difFufed through the 
refpe£tive Societies in Scotland — the rapid incrcafe of the avowed 
friends of liberty, which has already made its appearance, and 
the profpcQs which have been opened before us of the moft 
complete union, die moft determined perfeverance, the moft ac- 
tive exertion in every conftitutional meafure, that can be devifcd 
for the recovery of our rights, and the complete renovation of the 
liberties and happinefs, which, as men, we are entitled to, and 
as Britons, we have hctn taught to expeft. An increafe of af- 
feftion, of //Cal, of confidence ; a concert of permanent union ; 
a free communication and comparison of fentiments and inten- 
tions ; mature deliberation and mutual reliance — thefe arc the 
fruits of the wife and fpirited meafures adopted by the Friends of 
Liberty in Scotland, and feconded by the Societies of London 
and of^Ireland. 

" Britons, and fellow citizens ! let us roufe you to immediate 
co-operation with thefe efforts for the general good ; — let us 
awaken you to a fcnfe of the importance of the prefent momcnl, 
and perfuade you, pcrfuade all the patriotic Societies in England, 
to ftrengthen immediate junftion wirii this grand federation;— 
that as thofc who are hoftile to our freedom are already united 
by compafts, interefts, and coalitions, the friends alfo of that 
glorious principle may be bound together by a link more firm, 
more intimate, and more durable, to refift every oppreflion and 
ufurpation that may be attempted, and vindicate the " Rights of 
Man." 

" The Society at Norwich has already, in fome degree, inu- 
t^ted our example ; for though time and convenience did not per- 
mit them to cleft a feparate Delegate, they have fent a written 
authority to Citizen Margarot to aft for them in that capacityi 
together with inftruftions to enable him to ftate tlieir fentiments to 
the Convention, and direftions for him to corrcfpond with thcmi 
and render their fraternity more complete. 

*< Citizens ! jxjrmit us to unite our voices with thofc of our 
brethren in the north, to rcqoeft you, by fomc fuch method (if yoj 
cannot rencjcr it convenient immediately to fend a Delegate rf 
your own) to aflift the clofer union, and more immediate com- 
mut)ication of the refpeftive Societies. Pcrfuaded as wc f*^ 
* tM 
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liat the friends of liberty, if encouraged by the conviAion of ge- 
leral union to flep forward and avow (heir fentiments, are already 
h numerous and refpeftable, as to enfure a fpeedy determination 
of the calamities of an unjuftifiable war, and a reftoration of 
jvery right to which Britons and freemen are entitled : 

*' We are, in the firm aflurance of your zeal 
and fmcerity in the caufe of liberty, your 
afFediionate fellow citizens. 

" Thomas Hardy, Secretary. 
" P. S. I received your letter, and I fent it to Edinburgh ac- 
cording to your direftion." 

Mr. Attorney General, I am going to prove by the book of 
the Conftitutional Society, from an entry of the 6th of Decem- 
ber, 1793, a letter from Mr. Sinclair to the Conftitutional So- 
ciety, in London, defiring a Secret and Select Committee may 
be appointed to correfpond with them. 

[Clerk Reads.) 
" At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Dec. 6, 1793 ; prefent 
Mr. J. H. Tooke. 
Mr. Solicitor General. Was Martin prefent ? 
Clerk of Arraigns. Yes. 

" Read a letter from Mr. Charles Sinclair, Delegate from this 
Society, at Edinburgh, dated Nov. 7th, with the Secretary's an- 
fwer to that letter ; and alfo another letter dated Nov. 12th. 

<* Refolved,That a general meeting of this Society be called 
for the fecond Friday in January next, for the purpofe of confi- 
dering the important letters received from the Delegate, Mr. 
Sinclair. 

*' Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to correfpond 
with our Delegate Mr. Sinclair. 

« Refolved, That Mr. John Balmano, Mr. Ward, and Mr, 
Bonney, do compofe the Committee, and that any one of the 
Committee be empowered to a<£t." 

C. (7fl Mr. Maclean.) where did you find that paper? 
A. In the pofleffion of Mr. Adams. 
(Clerk Reads.) 
.** Dated 1 2th November, 1793, Robinfon's Leith Walk. XNo 

addrefs.) 
" Dear Sir, 
** Upon mature reflexion, I beg leave to requeft tliat the So- 
ciety may be pleafed to appoint a Secret and Seledl Committee 
to receive fuch feleft communications as may be referred to them, 
and to return immediate anfwers ; — a Committee of that kind, 
formed from the talents and integrity of the Society, ought to be 
confided in here as the advanced guard. I am ready to fet the 

example* 
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example. Mr. Skirving called upon us this morning, and in- 
formed us he cxpefts a Very full Convention, in confcqucnce of 
that many new Societies are formed, and are forming, in dif- 
fcrcnt parrs of the country. Lord Dacr is juft come to town. 
I wiih you to fend a number of your publications ; you can fend 
them by the Royal Charlotte, from the George ana Blue Boar, 
Holbom, diredied to me at Robinfon's Leith Walk. Although 
Mr. Muir is in very bad healtii, he is expcdlcd to be inftantly re- 
moved. Let me affure you they confider him as a martyr in 
their caiife, and a fubfcription is opened for himlicrc; and, per- 
haps, it will be very advifcable to forward it in London as much 
as poffible, for, by all accounts, his fmall fortune has been much 
impaired in the pubb'c fervlce. The friends of Margarot, Gerald, 
and myfclf, invited us to a fumptuous dinner, and which they 
had prepared for us, and the health of Muir was in confenuence 
given with three times three ; — in return for which i took 
upon me to thank them, and to fay, they defcrved well of their 
country — the particulars of which I fhall not now relate. 
** 1 am, dear Sir, 

" Your very humble fcrvant 

" P. S. Pray have the goodnefs to fend me the Morning 
Chronicle and the Argus." 

Mr. Jmrney General. Now read the letter dated 7th Not. , 
^793- 

{Clerk Reads.) 
^' Addrefled to D. Adams, £fq. Tooke's Court, Chancery 
LznCf London. 
" Sir, 

*^ J have tlie fatisfadion to inform you, diat ihe Ddqptef 
from the Societies in Loodoo have, at length, arrived at Edin- 
burgh. Delegates from die other Societies in England, aod 
who are now upon the road, will foon alfo be here to wait upo^ 
the Friends of the People, in order to eftaUUh an indifibbble 
fraternity between the two mtions, and to adopt diole mezb)^ 
which at this awful period may hare a tendency to iave the 
country. 

** Solemnly pledged as you are to a common and a juft 4 
SK> hardfhip and no expence can be thought too great 
while you are confcious that you are dijcharging ] 
With no propriety can vou refufe to attend upon 
frx>m England, who, at io or.uch expence, and 
diftance, have come to unite their affections *" 
wiib rou. 
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** I feel It my duty, in coincidence with the fentiments of the 
General Committee here, again to rccal the Societies by their 
Delegates to this place. Every moment is precious, and delay 
is fynonimous to treachery. 

" i expedl, therefore, Sir, tp have die honour of feeing you 
oa the* 19th current, in the General Convention of the Dele- 

gtes, in compliance with the public advertifement, which I was 
und to infert in my official capacity, in the Gazetteer of yefter- 
day, to which I intreat your particular attention. 

" If you cannot poffibly attend, it will be proper to call the 
Committee of your Society to appoint one or two in your place. 
No exertion on the part of a friend fhould be wanting at this im- 
portant crifis to render this Convention ftill more refpe£tablc ; 
and none, who have Vhe caufe at heart, and difcern how much is 
at flake, will be remifs. 

«* Let it be our ardent prayer to God, that his wifdom may 
dire£t their meafures, and that his benedi6tion may attend the 
execution of them. 

** I have the honour to be, Sir, 
" Your mofl obedient fervant, 

" William Skirvino, Secretary. 
" Edinburgh, Nov. 7. I793." 

Mr. Jttorncy General. The next is a letter, dated Tolboodi, 
- January 24, 1794, from Margarot to Hardy. 

Q. {To Mr, Gur nelly Jlicw'mg him ajia/icr,) Where did j€m 
find that letter ? 
A. In Mr. Hardy's poffeflion. 

[Clerk Reads.) 
*' Tolbooth, Edinburgh, January a4th, 1794, addreflEcd to 
Mr. Thomas Hardy, No. 9, Piccadilly, Lmdan^ QspoL 
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Lord Juftice Clerk, and let the lalt part be intelligible, viz. " piJ 
you not fay, that the mob would be the better for loiing a littld 
blood, and that it would have a great efftft on the public mind ?*' 
I was going to write a preface, addrcfled to the public, to my 
trial, but at the nxeeting at the Globe Tavern, I thought it might 
be better for the Society to fay fomething upon that head. I muft 
obferve, that the Sheffield people feem more in earneft than the 
Londoners. Pray write to Norwich, as I hope Sutton has paid 
the bill ; if fo, let Mrs. Margarot fend 15I. of it. I aflc for Ac 
money becaufe I am in arrears here more than the Society has 
fent me. Armed affociations are, I perceive, fet on foot by the 
rich, why fhould not the poor do tlic fame ? — Are you to wait 
while 20,000 Heffians and Hanoverians come to you ? In London 
you garnlfh your axe, and like lambs content yourfelves widi 
bleedmg. Pray let me hear from you foon. 

" Yours, " M. M." 

Mr. Attorney General, I am now going to produce a letter of 
Mr. Thelwall's, who your Lordihip recollcfts was a member 
of the Conftitutional Society. I read it for the purpofc of a 
paffage in it relative to the addrefs of the 20th of January of the 
London Correfponding Society; having before read to your 
Lordihips the letter in which that addrefs was communicated by 
the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society to Mr. 
Adams, the Secretary of the Conftitutional Society, and having 
read the letter of the 24th of January, 1704, which ftatcs the 
moft excellent addrefs of the London Corrcfjjonding Society was 
approved of by the Conftitutional Societv — I take the liberty to 
ftate tins becaufe, I underftand, in my aofcnce, your Lordftip* 
thought it not evidence. I conceive it is evidence. 

Richard Williams, fworn. 
Examined by Mr. Solicitor General. 

Q. Look to that letter (J/iewing one) Do you know whofe 
hand writing it is ? 
. ji. I believe the fienature to be Mr. Thelwall's. 

Q, Did you ever lee him write ? 

j1. Yes, Sir? 

g. Do you believe tliat to be his fienature H 

A, Yes, Sir. ^ 

C- What do you fay to the reft— is that his hand-writing? 

A. I don't know. 

(Clerk Reads.) 
^ No date, figncJ J. Thelwall, addreffed to Citizen Jack 

Vellum. 

** DEAR JAC«I 
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V Dear Jack, 

" I fend you three dozen of fongs, copies of either of which 
I would have you give to whoever may afk for diem, that 
is likely to fing them ; 1 believe, at this time, they will do a 
great deal of good when diffeminated. I have printed 3000 of. 
each, and diey fell like wild-fire. I fend you alfo a little pamph- 
let, containing an exflraft from a fpeech of mine ; for pubiilhing 
which the bookfeller is now in Newgate, and is to be tried for 
fedition. I fend you alfo a copy of the indidlment — fliew them 
among your friends, as they will iiluftrate one of die fongs ; one 
of them was drawn up by myfelf, the other is part of it in the 
hand-writing of Mr. Home Tooke, and the other is in the hand- 
writing of the Citizen who has figned it. At our laft meeting 
"we had above 1000 people prefent ; it was a glorious day of 
triumph to liberty, to which Great Britain will hereafter owe a 
confiderable part of her happincfs ; I was chairman at the din- 
ner, and I affure you I gave fome fine toafts — Ah ! Ca ira, Ca 
ira, Ca ira ! Give fome copies of the refolutions about to your 
friends, la order to fet tyrants and tyranny at defiance ; read and 
fpread them about as much as you can. I have deftributed up- 
wards of 1500 v^th my own hands. London is not die only 
place alive, Scgtland is fuij of liberty boys ; and Sheffield, Nor- 
wich, and Manchefter ar6 the fame. In fl^ort, I believe the 
country will not be humbugged any longer, and before half of the 
next campaign is over, the wife n\ea of Gotham will be obliged 
to recal their troops : — Adieu, Citizen Jack, 1 can think of no- 
thing but politics. If you have any advice to give me, pray do 
it plump and open, and widiout any apology, for it is the duty of 
friends to fpeak their minds without rcrtraint ; and remember 1 am 
the advocate of equality and perfe61: freedom. 

" Yours, 

*' J. Thelwall." 

Q. {To Mr. Lauzun.) Where did you find that paper {/hew 
ing him a fiafier,) 

J. At Mr. Hardy's. 

{Clerk Reads,) 

•« At a meeting held at die Crown and Anchor, Strand, 21ft of 

March, 1794; prefent, Mr. Tooke. 

" Refolved unanim6ufly, That the Secretary of this Society 
be dire6ted to write to the Friends of Peace and Reform at 
Sheffield, and to affure them, that this Society views with plea- 
fure their fteady exertions to obtain a fair reprefentation of the 
people of Great Britain in parliament, and die proper methods 
which may be appointed for public fafts. 

" Refolved unanimoufly, That the above rcfolution be pub- 
Uihed in the newspapers. 

N a " Refolved 
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*/ Refolved, That the anniverfary dinner of this Society be 
held on Friday, the 2d of May, at the Crown and Anchor Ta- 
vern, Strand. 

« Refolved, That Citizen Wharton be requefted to take the 
Chair that day, 

" Refolved, That Citizens Wardle, Gatfield, Thelwall, and 
Sharpe, be requefted to take the office of Stewards on that day." 
" At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
March 24th, 1794; prefent, Mr. Tooke. 

" Read a letter from the London Corrcfponding Society. 

" Refolved, That the fame be entered on the books of diii 
Society. 

" Citizen, ** March 27, 1794. 

*' I am diiedtcd by the London Correfponding Society to 
tranfmit tlie following refolutions to the Society for Conftitu- 
tional Information, and to requeft tlie fentiments of that Society 
refpe£ling tlie important meaiures which the prefent junSure of 
affairs feems to require. 

" The London Correfponding Society conceives that the mo- 
ment is arrived, when a full and explicit declaration is neceffary 
from all die friends of freedom — whether the late illegal and un- 
heared-of profecutions andfentences lliall determine us to abandon 
our caufe, or fhall excite us to purfue a radical reform, with an 
ardour proportioned to the magnitude of the obje<St, and with a 
■ zeal as diftinguifhed on our parts as the treachery of others in 
the fame glorious caufe is notorious. The Society for Confli- 
tutional Information is therefore required to determine, whether or 
no tliey will be ready, when called upon, to aft in conjundion 
with this arid other Societies to obtain a fair reprefeiitation of the 
PEOPLE — Whether they concur with us in feeing the nc- 
cefTity of a fpccdy Convention, for the purpofe of obtaining, in a 
conftitutional and legal method, a rcdrcfs of thofe grievances un- 
der which we at prefent labour, and which can only be eflfefiu- 
ally removed by a full and fair reprefentation of the people of 
Great Britain. The London Correfponding Society cannot but 
remind their friends that the prefent crifis demands all the pru- 
dence, unanimity, and vigour, that ever may or can be exerted 
by MEN and Britons ; nor do they doubt but that manly finn- 
nefs and coni'iftency will finally, and they believe fhortly, tenni- 
natc in the full accomplifhment of all their wifhes. 

*' I am. Fellow Citizen, 
(** In my humble meafure) 
** A friend to the Rights of Man, ^ 
(Signed^ *' T. Hardy, Secretary. 

• « Refolved unanimoiifly, ift, That dear as JUSTICE and 
LIBERTY are to Briims, yet the value of them iscompai*- 
tivcly ftnall without a dependence on their pcnnancucy; ^ 
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there can be no fecurity for the continuance of any right but in 
EQUAL LAWS. 

2d. That equal laws can never be expefted but by a full and 
fair reprefentation of the people ; to obtain which, in the way 
pointed out by the conftitution, has been and is the fole objecEl of 
chis Society. For this we are ready to hazard every thing, and 
never, but with our lives, will we relinquilh an obje£t which in- 
vohts the happinefs or even the political exiftence of ourfelves 
andpofterity. 

" 3d. That it is the decided opinion of this Society, that to 
fecure ourfelves from future illegal and fcandalous prolecutions, 
to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuft fentences, and to re- 
cal thofe wife and wholefome laws that have been wrefted from 
us, and of which fcarcely a veflige remains, there ought to be 
immediately a CONVENTION of the PEOPLE, by Dele- 

fates deputed for that purpofe from the different Societies of the 
nends of Freedom affembled in various parts of tliis nation. — 
And we pledge ourfelves to the public to purfue every legal me- 
thod fpeedily to accomplifli fo defirable a purpofe. 

" P. S. I have to inform you, that a General Meeting of the 
Society will be holden on Monday the 14th of April, the place 
to be announced by public advcitifcment. 

" Refolved, That it is fit and propet, and the duty of this So- 
ciety, to fend an anfwer to the London Correfponding Society. 

" Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the London Cor- 
refponding Society, that we have received their communication, 
andheartilyconcur with them in the objefts they have in view; 
and that, for the purpofe of a more fpeedy and cfFc&ual co-opera- 
tion, we invite them to fend to tiiis Society, next Friday evening, a 
delegation of fome of their members." 

Lord Frejldcnt, Who appears to be prefent at that meeting ? 

Clerk of Arraigns, Mr. John Pearfon in the Chair; Mr. 

Home Tooke, Mr. Bonncy, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Jovce, Mr. 

Kyd, Mr. Williams, the Rev. Dr. Towers, Mr. Thompfon, 

Mr. Scott, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Jennings. 

Mr. Attorney Genercd, I fhall call Maclean to prove finding in 
Mr, Adam's poffefTion, a letter from Mr. Hardy, ftating the 
names of thofe members whom they delegated to the Conftitu- 
tional Society accordin'5 to tlie laft order to invite them to fend to 
this Society, next Friday evening, a delegation of fome of its 
members. 

Q. (To Mr. Afaclean, JJiewing him aji'ipcr,) Where did yott 
find that, in whofc poficflion ? 
A, In Mr. Adams's. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
!* Addreffed to T, Adams, Secretary to the Society for Confti- 
tutional Information, 

N n 2i " CiTVL^^^ 
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" Citizen, 

" I am clircdecl to fend to the Society for Conftitiitional In- 
formation, the following rcfolutions of the London Correfpond-^ 
iag Society. 

" April 3d, 1794 — Refolved, Tliat Matthew Moore, John 
Baxter, John 'rhclwall, Richard Hodgfon, and John Lovett, 
members of this Society, are appointed to hold correfpondencc 
with fuch menlhcrs of the Society for Conftitutional Information 
as, they fliall tliink fit to appoint,, to-morrow evening, die 4th of 
April. (Signed) 

« J.H. Tooke." 

Mr. Attorney General, Go to the 4th of April, 1794. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
" At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor, Friday, 4th April, 1 794; 
prefcnt, Mr. Tooke, Mr. l^ouacy, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Hardy, 
Mr. Richtcr, and Mr. Holcroft. 

*• Read a letter from the Committee of the London Corrcf- 
ponding Society, acquainting this Society that they had deputed 
Matthew Moore, Jolm Baxter, and T. Hardy, to hold a con- 
ferciKC with the members of this Society, Matthew Moore, 
John Baxter, John Thelwall, John Lovett, and Richard Bax- 
tcr, attended from the London Correfponding Society. 

" Refoivcd, That a Delegation of five members of this So- 
ciety be rpi)ointcd to meet the members deputed by the London 
Correfponding Society. 

*' Refoivcd, That this deputation do confer with the deputicf 
of the London Correfponding Society. 

*' Refolved, That there be appointed a Committee of Cor- " 
rcfpondcnce of the members of this Society. 

" Ordered, That Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. 
To(;ke, Mr. Pearfon, and Mr.Wardle, compofethc Committee." 

(I, [I'o Mr, Gurnell, Jhevjing him a papr,) Look at diat-^ 
Wliere did \ou find it ? 

J, In Mr; Hardy's poflcfTion. 

Mr. Attorney General, This is a paper found at Hardy's, but 
it is neceffcirv 1 Ihould prove his hand-writing ; it appears from 
the book Afr. Hardy w:is prefent on the 4th of April, 1794' 
It is a letter in liis hand, ftating what paffed on the 4th of Apnl 
— See if Mr. Hanly appears by the book to be prefent upon the 
4th of April, 1794. 

Clerk of An a i:\ns. Yes ; he appears fo by the book. 
Alexander Grant, fworn. Examined by Mr. Solicitor 
C.j'j:neral. 

Q. Look at that paper, {J/ieiL'ing him one) can you tell wluA 
hand wiiiiuj^ it ii ? 

"" . /.Ho, 
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A. No, I cannot ; I never faw this before ; I cannot fWcar 
to it. 

Q. Whofe hand-writing do you fuppofc it to be ? 

A. Upon my word, 1 ctinnot fay ; 1 don't know that I ever 
faw it. 

Q. Do vou know Thom^is Hardv ? 

A. Yes; Sir. 

(2- Did you ever fee him write ? 

A. Yes, 1 have. 

Q. Now look at that ? 

A. Upon my word I cannot fay whofe it Is. 

g. Do you hcHeve it to be Mr. Hardy's hand-writing t 

A. I cannot fwcar it ib liis hand wriuiig. 

Lord Pycjidoit. Have you fcen Jiim write ? 

A. Yes. 

Q, From the knowledge you have acquired of his manner of 
writing, do you believe it is or not ? 

A. It is fo different from what 1 have feen before, that I can- 
not fay it is. I faid pofitively before, 1 would not fwear to any 
man's hand- writing. 

Q. You was not aflscd to fwear to his hand. The queftion 
put was, whether from h'a\ing feen him write, you have fuch 
a knowledge of his manner ot writing as to be able to form a 
belief whetlier it is his writing or no r 

A. It may be his, but I caimot fay it is ; I did not fee him 
write it. 

Q. Tliat is nothing. You ought to know that is not the 
queftion whether you faw him write it or no, but whether it is 
in fa6t like it or not, and wlvjther you believe, from the know- 
ledge you have it is his writing. — You have faid, you do aa( 
believe it is, — do you abide by that ? 

A. I cannot fay pofitively, there is fuch a fimilarity. 

Q. You have faid, you cannot pofitively fwear it is not, — do 
you abide by that ? 

A, Give me leave to look at It again Ceitainly it Is like 

his writing. 
- Q. You have told the Jury you do not believe it to be his 
writing — I afk you, whether you abide by that ? 

A. 1 cannot fay it is his hand-writing ; I cannot fvvear to k 
from the fimilarity of hands. 

Q. You mule tell us whether you mean to abide by what you 
fay — You have told the Jury, you do not believe it to be liis 
hand-writing ? 

Mr. To'J:'c. I beg vour Lordfliip's pardon — it will be very 
difficult for him to abiie by it, for he has faid both ways, he 
i^)^^ believe it, and he does not believe it. — ^1 have no objec- 
tion 
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tion to the Attorney General di Crediting his own witnefs, and 
will readily admit it, and put in the paper. 

Lord Prcfident. I cannot do that, Mr. Tooke : I muft fee 
that juftice is done, and whether it is evidence to which no 
objeftion occurs to me. 

Witnefs. I can only fay It is very like the hand- writing of 
Mr. Hardy; but I cannot fwear to it. 

Mr. Attorney General I am going now to a meeting of the 
ilth April, 1794. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
*« At a meeting of the i^Society for Confiitutional Information, 
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, nth 
April, 1794; prefent, Mr. Tooke,— Mr. Jovce in the 
chair,— Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Richter, Mr. Kyd, and Mr. 
Hardy. 

« At a meeting, April 11, 1794. 
<* Mr. Jovce made the report of the meeting of the delegate 
of the London Correfponding Society, for die purpofe of diis 
fociety co-operating with the London Correfponding Society ; 
and that they had come to the following refolutions : 

*' I ft. Refolved, That it appears to this Committee very 
ilefirable that a general meeting or convention of the Friends of 
Liberty fhould be called, for the*purpofe of taking into confi- 
deration the proper methods of obtaining a' full and fair Repre- 
fentation of the people. 

'' 2d. Refolved, That it is recommended to the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, and the London Correfponding 
Society, to inftitute a regular and prefling correfpondence with 
all thofc parts of the country where fuch ineafures mjiy be likely 
to be promoted, not only to inftigatc the focieties already formed, 
but to endeavour alfo to produce fuch other aflbciations as may 
further tlie general objeft. 

*' Refolved, That it appears to this committee, that the gene- 
ral object will be much promoted, if a ftanding committee of 
co-operation between the two focieties were eftablifhed, for the 
purpofe of holding perlbnal communication with fuch members 
of limilar focieties, in other parts of the country, as may occa- 
Conally be in London, and who may be authorized by their 
refpeclive focieties to a6l with fuch committees. 

" Read a letter from the Secretary to tlie London Corref- 
ponding Society. 

" Refolved, That the report of the Committee of Delegates 
from the London Correfponding Society, and of this fociety, be 
entered on the books of this fociety. 

** ift. Refolved, That it appears to this fociety very defirablc 
that a general meeting of the Friends of Liberty fhould be called, 

for 
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for the purpofe of taking into'confideration the proper methods 
of obtaining a full and fair Rcprefcntatiou of the people. 

" 2d. Rclolvcd, That it appearii to this locicty that the general 
objedt will be much promoted if a Aanding committee of co- 
operation were eftabli/hcd, for the purpofe of holding perfonal 
communication with Inch nicmburs of fniiihir focicties in other 
parts of the country, as may occafionally he in London, and 
who may be audiorized by their rcfpc6tivc focieties to adl" widi 
fuch committees. 

" 3d. Refolvcd, That the Committee of Correfpondence, 
already appointed by this focicty, be the Committee of Co-ope- ■ 
ration and Communication with the committees of other fo- 
cieties. 

" Ordered, That the fecretary be dcfircd to fend a letter to 
the London Corrcfponding. Society, acquainting diem with the 
members of this focictv appointed to confer widi them. 

" Refolved, 'J'hat i\ir. Joyce be requefted to accept of the 
oflSce of fecretary to the Committee of Correfpondence. 

" Mr. Joyce being prefcni, ac( 'jiied of the faid office." 

Q. {To Mr, Maclean^ Jhc'ujing htm a /inpcr,) Where did 
you find that ? 

jd. In the poflefTion of Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Attorney Genera/. This was found in the pofleflion of 
Mr. Adams — it is a draft of part of the rcfolutions of the nth 
April, 1794, and Mr. Woodfall will tell us in whofe hand- 
writing it is. fyVie luijier Jhcwn to Mr. M oodfcill.) 

Mr. Woodfall, 'I'hc fubftance of this paper 1 am a ftranger 
to the hand-writing, but there are two interlineations of the 
word " fociety," which 1 believe to be Mr. Home Tooke's. 

Q. Is dieie any other interlineation that has been ftruck out 
again ? 

J. Yes. 

Q. Whofe hand-writing is that ? 

Mr. Tooke. I ])elieve 1 have written tlie word " fociety'* 
twice. 

Q. There arefome words witli a line round them ? 

A, Yes. 

Q. Is die third word " fociety " ftruck out? 

A, No. 

Mr. Toohe, I believe die word convention is ftruck out. 

Lord Prejident, Does Mr. Woodfall fpeak to die word* 
ftruck out ? 

Mr.' Solicitor General, No, they have been written, and a 
pen ftruck through diem. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 

" Refolved, That it appears to this committee ("fociety" 
wrote over it in Mr. Tooke's hand) very dcfirable that a general 

meeting 
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meeting or (with a line ronnfl the word " convention ") of tfie 
Friends of Liherty fhoiikl bo n.il.vd, for the purpofe of takii 
into coiiiidcratioh the pro]>cr mecliods of obtaining a full aii 
fair Reprelentation of the people. 

*' Kefolvcd, That it is recommended to the Society for Con- 
ftitution.il Information and the London Corrcfpondinc;- Society, 
to inflitutc a legular and prefling conefpondcnce wirJi allthofe 
parts of the country where fuch meafures may be likely to be 
promoted, not only to hijl:i^!;ate die focietics already formed, but 
to endeavour alfo to produce fuch other^afTociations as may fur- 
ther the general object. 

" Relolved, Tnat it appears to this committee (" fociety** 
written above) that the gcujral objc6t will be much promoted, if 
a (landing Committee ot Co-oj^eration bct'Acen the two focieties 
(with a line round the word '* focieties '*) were eflablilhed, for 
the purpofe of holding perfonal communication with fuch menf- 
bers ot funilar focieries in other parts of the country, as may, 
occafionally be in London, and who may (a line round the 
words " who may,") be authorized by their refpedlive focietics 
to aft with fuch coinniittees." 

Mr. To'jke, If you pleafe, I believe y<Hi will diink it proper 
to explain this leiter \vi\icii has Ikcii read. — I hope 1 don't do 
wrong — 1 believe it will not be improper, and you will fee 
plainly tliis is a very idle bufmefs, done to favc the fecretary 
time. 

Lord Vycjldcnt. Y(;u fliould not make objc^ions upon the 
evidence. 

Mr. Attorney General I afTnre you, Mr. Tookc, it gives 
me very great pain to interpofe in the caufe at all, but give mc 
leave to fay, when a man takes an imj)roi)cr put in his own 
caufe, 1 think it as proper if his counfel was to fjK'akfor 
him. 

Mr. G'lhhs. As to tliat, it is- uttcrlv impofTible for anytouii- 
fcl to be informed of fuch a circuir.ltaiice as this. 

Mr. Attjrncy 'Ccy:cr:i!. I c;:n nly u;>c>n the candour of Mr. 
Gi])bs to do me jiifiice in t;;e Ihii'.iioii iji wl\i( h I itand, ani. » 
he will in-brm n;e, in his ju(!g:nc:it, I am now interpofing with 
the IcaR d>;:ree of impropriciy, 1 will not interpofe again in the 
whole caufe. 

Mr. Tocke. Mr. Atrorney General, 1 wiiTi yf)u to caft'your 
eve over tlie |)'iper, and then you will fee I have not been making 
improper obfcrvations. — If you will be pleafcd to look at it, y^'^ 
will fee the w(;rds that are cVi.icnrly lukcn from this paper, have 
been read as a part of ii, vv!ii< ii you will fee ought not to have been 
read. — 1 was going to exi)lain' how tliis rlifl'uulty arofe, not ti> 
make any obfervaiions upon it, exc -'pc that the Cki k has rcau 
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rds that are not part of it — this was all I meant to do. There 
two ways of erafing words from writing, one is, by ftriking 
ne tlirough the words ; another way is, by encircling them 
h a line. 71iis is encircled, and yet it has been read as part 
the paper. You might as well read the erafures of a paper 
le one way, as read them made anotlier way. This is the 
y thing I was going to remark, to fliew the way in which it 
pened. 

Lord Prejideht, This is not the proper time to do it, but 

:r obfervatian, as it appears not to be properly read, is fair 

right. You fay there appears to be words flruck out and 

ers put in over, and thofe put in over ought not to be 

vir. Tooke, No, my Lord. 

Lord Prefident, The paper is to be read as it is, and if there 

words that are ftruck out and other words put in, or if 
re are weirds put in in parfj without ftriking out the words, 

the whole of the paper mull he read, and it muft be feen, 
L dien it will be for the judgment of the Jury what is the 
I paper taken together, which cannot be determined properly 
any body but the Jury. 

Mr. Attorney General. Give me leave to fay, the Solicitor 
neral, wlic. 11 he put it into Mr. Shelton's hands, dcfircd him to 
e notice of the words that were fcored r-jund. 
Loid PrtJJdent. It muft be read with the fcores round the 
rds, and \\ liether it ought or net to be taken as part of the 
ntcnts of the paper, will be for the Jvry to fay. 
Mr. Attorney General, I wiili to have the faft known to the 
ry, and to your Lord/liip, what words are fcored round, with- 
: making any oblervations upon the fa6l — I only Vvifti the 
t to be known. 

Mr. S/ielton. When I read the paper, I mentioned the words 
ich are encircled by lines. 

Jury. We fliall be glad to know what words are fcored 
ind before you piocced nny furtiier. 

Mr. Tookc. By that rcqueft of the Jury I am fatisfied. — 
hat I was going to fay would be ufeful to the Attorney Ge- 
al and to the Court, not by way of obfervation but expla - 
ion. 

^■^ord Prejident, If it is to explain the paper, it is breaking 
Jpon tlieir cafe. 

^Ir. Tooke. It is not; and if the Attorney General had not 
taken my objeft, it would have faved time, — Your Lordfhij) 

two papers before you, inftead of one, if it is read in that 
y — (I believe I am not now offending any rule of law, I do 
> fave time only) — That paper diat appears one is two ; there 

O o is 
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is a report of the committee and a rcfolution of the focicty, both 
read — by circling round the word " convention," thJit copy 
ferves i'^r tv/o^ — with the word '* convention " in, it fuits for the 
commitice, and with the word •' convention " out, it fuits for the 
fociety. 

Lor^ rrcjidcnt, I agree your obfervation is fair, though it 
ouglu to be part of your cafe. 

Mr. Attorney GeneruL 'J'his makes it neceflary for me to go 
a little out of (;rdcr; 1 m^an, to draw your Lordfhip's atten- 
tion to the fa6t of thofe wr)rds fcorcd round. I make no furtlicr 
remark now th:in that 1 have a great deal to obfevve ui>on this 
very fad, bye and bye. 

Court, 1 have no doubt at all but vou have, Mr. Attorney. 

'Jury, My l.iOrd, we wi(h to iof^K at the paper. 

(1 lie fiajicr was acardin^ly given to the Jury.) 

Mr. SJ/dtrjt (icncral. 1 am now going to produce a letter 
from Mr. liardy of the JOth Aj)ril, 1794, mentioned in that 
minute. 

Q. (To Adcclcan^ JlievAng him a /lajicr.) Whcic did you 
fair! tliat ? 

A. In the poficfTion of Mr. Adams. 

Q. C/'o Crci}it.) You fay you have feen Hardy write — fee if 
that is Lis ri;;na*iire? ('Shcivhig the fume /lajicr ,) 

A, I beHLVC it is. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
"C:tizk:n, April 10, 1794. 

** I am o^^lcr{:d by the Coinmlttcc of Del' gates of tlic Lon- 
don Corrc'pon.Mng Soci;!/, to inform the Sciciety for Conftitu- 
tional Information, iliat they apj)rovc of the refolulions of the 
Corr.nittce of C't)!*!* icncc. 

" 'I'hcrcfore ilic l>oii(!(/!i (N)rrefponding Society liavc chofen 
Mr. M(;oic, Mr. Baxter, >!:. 'rhelwall, Mr. ftodgfon, and 
Ml'. I.ovc^:. 10 piit in prafli'.L iinmediaicly the fecoud and lliiid 
refolutiuhs of that Coir.niittcc. 

(:'i^;n(,d) " T. Hardy, Secretary. 

** JX y\da!vs, Sr.(rci:,rv to ihc So( icty 
\'i.: C<.ni'.iui:ioii:;i liifonnation.'* 

Mr. Sl','ahor CtL.HyaL I I'ni 'J^^nwg to offer a circular lef^r 
to tlic London Coiicfponcliiig Sociciy, found in the puifciriuii 
of Mr. Saint, at Norwich. 

(I. ^To Air. lVagjlnfj\ fhcuL'hig him a pajur.) Where did 

you r.l:i' lh.it ? 

A, Ac Mr. Saint's, at Nt^rwich. 

{Read by the CUrh of the Court.) 

«< ClTIZFNS, 

" Tl^e (rirical moment is arrived, and Britons muft cither 
afTcrt with 7cal and hiiriiicfs their claims to libcity, or yitlJ 

without 
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Without refirtance to the chains that miiiifterial ufiirpation is 
. forging for them. Will you co-operate with us in the oniy 
peaceable meafure that now prefcnts itfelf with any prolpedl of 
fuccefs ? We need not intimate to you that, notwithftanding 
the unparalleled audacity of a corrupt and overbearing fadlion, 
which at prefent tramples on the rights and liberties of the 
people, our meetings cannot in England be interrupted, without 
the previous adoption of a Convention Bill ; a meafure it is our 
duty to anticipate, tliat the ties of union may be more firmly 
drawn, and the fenriments and views of the different focieties 
throughout the nation be compared, while it is yet in our power, 
fo as to guide and direct the future operations of the friends of 
freedom. Roufe then to one exertion more ; and let us {hew 
our confcioufnefs of this important truth — ' If we are to be 
beaten down with threats, profecutions, and illegal fentences, 
we are^ unworthy, we are incapable of liberty.' We muft, 
however, be expeditious. Heffians and Auilrians are already 
among us ; and if we tamely fubmit, a cloud of tliefe armed 
barbarians may fhortly be poured in upon us. Let us form, 
then, another Britifh Convention. We, have a central fitua- 
tion in view, which we believe would be moft convenient for 
the whofc ifland ; but which we forbear to mention, (entreating 
your confidence in this particular) till we have the anfwcr of the 
focieties w^ith which we are in correfpondence. Let us have 
your anfwer, then, by the 20th at fartheft, earlier if poflible, 
whether you approve of the meafure, and how many delegates 
you can fend, with the number alfo, if poffible, of your loci- 
eiics. 

*' We remain yours, in civic affecSlion, 

" 714^ London Correfjionding Society, 

" Thomas Hardy, Secretary. 

** For the management of this bufinefs we have appointed a 
Secret Committee ; you will judge how far it is neceffary for 
you to do the fame.*' 

Mr. Solicitor General, This is a bundle of the fame papers, 
which I will call Lauzun to prove were found in Hardy's pof- 
iefSon. 

g. '{To Mr. Lauzun^ Jliewlng him the Jtajien.) Where did 
you find thofe papers ? 

A. In Mr. Hardy's Houfe. .. 

Mr. Attorney General. I am now going to prove a letter 
found in the cuftody of Mr. Hardy from Alexander Mitchell, 
fecretary to the fociety at Strathaven — ^faying he had received let- 
ters refpefting a convention, and that they had appointed a 
delegate to attend it. 

O02 Q. {To 
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Q [To Mr, Gurnell^ fievjing him a palter,) Where did you 
find ihat ? 

A, 1 found it in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
" Dated Strathavcn, 9th April, 1794. Addrcfled to Mr. 

Thomas Hardy, Shoemaker, No. 9, Piccadilly, London. 
" F'p:llow Citizens, 

" Thefocletyat Strathaven received your circular letter fomc 
time ago, refpe£^ing another Britifh Convention to be held in 
England, and finding it wnll be difficult and inconvenient to defend 
the caufe alone, being much oppreffed by profecutions, we have 
united ourfelves with another fociety in iCilmarnock — ^the mem- 
bers of thofe focieties wcie convened on the ift inftant, when 
the mcafure met with the greateft approbation ; a delegate was 
elcflicd, and a Secret Committee appointed to conduft the bufi- 
nefs. You will therefore forward your orders to us when and 
where the convention is to meet, with any other inftruftionyou 
may think neccflary ; we fliall inftruft our delegate refpeSing 
the number and ftate of our fociety, and fhall join in any thing 
to promote the general good. 

"We remain, yours in the caufe of liberty, 
for the United Societies, 
" Alexandar Mitchell, Secretary. 

** P. S. Diredl to Alexander Mitchell, Strathuven, in the 
county of Lanerk." 

Mr. Attorney General. I fhall now read a refolution of the 
Norwich Society, which was affociated with tlie Conftitutional 
Society, to inform them of their inclination to fend delegates as 
foon as tlie London Correfponding Societies fliould announce 
it. 

0, [To Mr, WalJJh Jlicixing him a book,) Where did you 
find that book ? . 

A. At Mr. Saint's, at Norwich. 

. [Read by fhe Clcvk.of the Court,) 

'* Monday, February 24, 1794- 

" At a jrcncral meeting of the delegates, • held at PouleY*8 
Cellar, it was refolvcd, That one or more delegates fhouWnc 
font to the next general convention as foon as called for, by tlxc 
London Con efpfMulinji; Society.'' . 

Mr. AtioHcy Genet nL I am gorng ' to read a IjJtter fr)iti 
Bvillol, to the London CoiTcfponding Society, dated the 24lh 
Apiil, 1794. 

CI. {7o Af}\ Gur nelly Jlieivlng him a paper,) Where did you 
find that? 

A. In the poflcfTion of Mr. HarJv. ^ 

2 ' {Read 
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(Read by the Clcrh of the Court,) 
* Adclrefled to Thomas Hardy, No. 9, Piccadilly, London. 
"Fellow Citizens, Briftol, 24th April, 1794.- 

" You maybefcnfiblefrom our 1 aft communication, that iii 
e infancy (n our patriotic efforts we had many difficulties to 
^ercome, and marty ftrong prejudices to combat. — We laid 
)cn to you our real lUuation ; we told yOu our determination 

addrefs the public ; ani affured you of our unalterable perfe- 
Tance in the glorious caufe of freedom. This perfeverance, 
3wever, and thefe exertions of an individual fociety, can but 
tie avail, if the focieties in the different parts of the kingdom are 
I themfelves difunited, or do not aid and aifift each other agree- 
lie to the principles of philanthropy and fraternity which 
ley fo warmly profefs. Under this idea, we conceive ourfelves 
cated with a degree of inch if m^ by your fociety not anfwering 
ur laft letters ; the reafons may be good. At prefent we are 
andid enough to confefs, that the circumftance does not appear 
) us in the moft favourable point of view. Our addrefs, of 
^hich we fend you a few copies, we find to have a. good effeft, 
nd is likely to beget us the affiftance of many friends, while 
nr enemies acknq^wledge there is fomething very fair and rea- 
>nable in the produftion. This is an abfolute vidlory ; and we 
ave reafon to congratulate ourfelves on the profpeft of fuccefs 
■ opens to us. With a mixture of pain and pleafure, we faw 
n account of your laft general meeting ; we lament that the 
iV)ng hand of defpotifm fhould fo often interfere to prevent the 
ffertion of the rights of the people, while we rejoice in your 
lanly conftitutional perfeverance, and applaud and approve your 
Solution of forming another general convention. Our increaf- 
ig numbers give us every reafonable hope of foon being able 
lore efftftually to co-operate with you ; while, for the reafons 
)rmerly ftated, we cannot yet make a pofitive promife on that 
ead. We hope for an immediate anfwer. Favour us \vith 
our opinion of our addrefs, and tranfmit a fketch of your plan 
rfpefting a general convention. 

*^ fiy order of the Committee of Delegates appointed by 
the Briftol Conftitutional Society, 

" John Cockburn. 

" Pleafe to direct to John Reefe, to the care of Owen Reefe, 
)okfcller, Wine-Street." 

Mr. Attorney General, Tl\i« is a letter from the Society at 
'ewcaftle, more dircvStly dcfiring an anfwer to be diredled to 
unes Smith, Joiner, to tlie care of Mr. Hunter. It is a letter' 
om Mr. Hardy. 

Q. (To Air. Giirnell, Jlievcing him a paper.) Where did you 
[id that letter ? 

A, In Mr. Hardv's houfe. {Read 
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(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
** Addreffed to Mr. Hardy, No. 9, or 19, Piccadilly, Londoo. 
No fignaturc. 
** Ncwcaftlc-upon-Tyne, 24th April, 1794. 
" Mr. Hardy, — Sir, 

** By dcflre of a number of friends to a radical Reform in the 
conftitution here, 1 make free to trouble vou. We live in a 
place where an ariftocrat magiftracv endeavours to (lop the 
genial and benign fpirit of national linerty from fpreading, not- 
, withftanding a very great number are found liere that dare aubrtthe 
natural and unalienable Rights of Man, and bear their teftlmonj 
againft the tyrannical encroachments of affumcd power on thole 
rights ; a good number have formed themfelves into focieties, and 
meet wcx'kly, admitting nune but known friends; and have 
affumcd no name but that of newfpaper companies ; thefe wtie 
in groat fpirits while the Britifli Convention continued to ad ; 
but after their fuppref&on a damp was caft on the whole. Sub- 
fcriptions were ready to be fent off the very night they were fop- 
preffcd, and the Gazetteer flopped, w^hich nas imce been remitiel 
to London, for the ufe of the pcrfecuted worthies, Muirand 
Paljiier. Being charmed with your mafterly and boldapprobar 
tion of the condu^Sl of your delegates and noble martyrs fcr 
truth, Margarot and Gerakl, and find your name figned fccie- 
tary to the Correfponding Society, we wifli to copy your exam- 
ple ; and l)eg, if you think us worth your notice, givc^us your 
views and intentions as foon as convenient, which, 1 hope, wiH 
he a means to ftimulate and increafe our numbers. Left thii 
fliould not come to you, as I have an uncertain dlreSion, I for- 
bear, troubling you more at prefent, in hopes of being favoured 
witli your iuture correfpondence. — Farewel, hoping the hydra 
of tyranny and impofition (hall foon fall under the guilloUDC of 
truth and reafon. 

" Your's, with all due refpedl, &c. 

" P. S. DiretSl to James Smith, joiner, to the care of Mr. 
Hunter, publican, Butcher Bank." 

Mr. Attorney General, {To Gurnelly Jliewing him a Jutfif.] 
Where did you find that ? 

A. In the poffcffion of Mr. Hardy. 

Mr. Attrjrncy General. 1 am going to read this letter R 
prove the coinmun'caiion and intenticiU to have a conventiof 
under the hand of liardy, and tliat a Committee of Co-opera 
lion nict twice a week. 

{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
•* CiTizKN, ift May, 1794. 

" It is with pleafiire the London Correfpondmg Society hea 
that u focicty on a limilar plan, and widi the lame pacriob 

objc3 
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obje£b in view, is likely to be eftablifhed at Newcaftle-upon* 
Tyne — If ever a crifis arrived that required the exertions of the 
people to flop the torrent of corruption, infamy, and defpotifm, 
that (eem likely to overwhelm them, it is the prefent — in God's 
name then, let us ufe thefe exertions. We are. called upon by 
every thing that is dear to us, as men and as chriftians. The 
caule of trutii and liberty muft finally be omnipotent ; therefore 
doubt not that the glorious reign of liberty and equality will ere 
long be eftabliihed, and modern governments, with every ap- 
pendage of wickednefs and corruption, will flee in time from 
their genial influence, as beafls of prey to their dens of rapine 
and darknefs from the rifing fun. The London Correfponding 
Society have beheld with indignation the rapid advances of def- 
potifm in Britain, and are ready cordially to unite with every 
other fociety in the three kingdoms, who have for their objefl: a 
full and eflfeftual Reprefentation of the people ; they therefore have 
deputed fix of their members to meet fix members of the Society 
For Confliitutional Information to form a Committee of Correl- 
pondence and Co-operation ; this committee meets regularly 
twice a week, at No. 2, Beaufor*. Buildings, Strand, where 
anv member delegated by your fociety will meet with every 
information required. We enclofe you a few of- our refolutions, 
entered into at our general meeting oh the 14th of April, which 
will be fufiicient explanatory of our fentiments and views. We 
heartily unite with you in wilhing that the hydra of tyranny and 
impofition may foon fall under the guillotine of truth ^na rea- 
fon. 

" T. Hardy, Secretary." 

Mr. Attorney General, I am going to prove a letter from the 
Sheffield Conftitutional Society, by their fecretary, which was 
Found in the pofleflion of Mr. ThclwalL^—It ftates the circum- 
ftance of the meeting in the open air at Halifax, to confider on 
the meafures to be adopted towards having a general conven- 
tion. 

Q, (To Mr, Timms^ JJicwing him a jiajicr.) Did you find 
iiat in Mr. Thelwall's poflfcfiion ? 

A. I found it in the pofleflion of Mr. Thelwall. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
** Addreffed to T. Hardy, No, 9, Piccadilly, London. 

" Shefiifcld, May nth, 1794. 
** Friend and Fellow Citizeny 

** The. friends of peace and reform in Halifax, havlnja: held 
I general public meeting in the open air, on Monday, April 21 ft, 
17^4, at which were many friends from Leeds, Wakefield, 
Hudderstield, Bradford, and the adjacent neighbourhood; the 
Tjends of freedom, after tlic meeting, agreed to hold a general 

meeting 
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meeting of delegates at Briftol, in order to confider on the mca- 
lures to be adopted by them preparatory to a general Conveuiion, 

After which our worthy friend Citizen , of Hahfax, 

being ordered to Sheffield to get the proceedings of tlie meeting 
printed, and confult with us upon the fubjcct, they were 
advifed by us to defer at prcfeiit the ir.etting of delegates, uxicil 
further information from you on th;it fubject. .1 was rliCicfurc 
ordered, at our lafl com mi tree mecti.",g, to write 10 you. rerucll- 
ing the favour of as early intciiigcncc r.s pv/ifible on liui ii: j^^r- 
tant bufincfs. We are not in tlic leafc iuriniid-jicd in »^iiL:f cid, 
as we can call and hold a pi;blic meeting whenever c^ re uir. fian- 
ces rcn.lcrs the fame neceifr.ry ; be fides, in the houfc whiLio I 
rcfule, we have a larji/i commcxiious room, where the ft^ciciy 
€an peaceably meet in rotatir;ii. 

" Jiy o icier of the conjmiircc, 

" \Vm. Brcomhkad, F.ecrct^.ry.'* 
Mr. Attorney General. 1 am p'oliig to pro'.e fror/* Mr. 
Adams's book, an entry of the 14th March, T794, of calh paid 
Mr. ThcKvall, by order, fix guiiiCas — Your Lordfliip recol- 
leds he publifhed the addv.'flTes of the 2Cth Januarv. I am 
going to explain that evidence by a fliort letter of Mr-T^x-lwail's 
found in the cufto:ly of Ivlr. Adams, whofe book this is — the 
fubftancc of the letter is, tliat he fend , for a liil of the Society tor 
Conftitutional Informati«m. at the requcft of Citizen Tcoke, 
and at the requeft of the fi'me, he delires the fum ot fix guineas 
may be p-id him, for priming ihe laft 2,500 addrcflcs. 

(2- [To A4aclean^ Jhcivhigh'im a Jmjier.) Where did you find 
th'ii pj*[;er? 

A. \\\ the poflcfTion of Mr. Adams. 

{Read by the Clok of the Court.) 
*' I4t]i Afarcli, 1794,— Cafli paid Mr. Thclwall, by order, 
\\\ ;;uineas. The letter is figncd, J. Thelwall. 
" Crj izr.N, 
" Ee kind cnou^';h to I'.t my boy have a lifi of the Society 
for ConuitutioH';! IniOir-iaii-H, ar thercnuell of Citivcn TooLe, 
wiien I fend him tf^-mc.rrow — alio at ihe rcfj' eft r^f the fame, 
fix guineas, for priming the b ft 2,500 addrcfTi-a." There is 
no (late 

?vJr. Attorney General. My Lord, 1 hnve read out of :iic 
Ci^rjfti'uCtional Society books a rcfolu'ion of the 21ft of Miir< h, 
I704-' ^'-i'^i^his in thcfe words : — '■ Rciolved iinar.imoufiy. Thit 
the ^ccrerarv of this Society be direclted to write to ilic hii^-r.ils 
of Peace and Reform at SIiefEeld, aiid to alTure them, that :n:s 
iiocietv views witli pbafiire their fteady exei lions to obtain a 
fair Reprei'entation of the People of Great Er train in Fi.riii- 
mcnt i ajid the proper niech.db which may be appointed for pub- 
lic 
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lie fafts." 1 fhall now read an account of the faft-day as ob- 

ferved at Sheffield, found in the pofleffion of Mr. Hardy. 

Q, {To Lauzun^ fiiewing htm a/iaper,) Where did you find that ? 

J. I found this in the pofleffion of Mr. Hardy. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) ■ 

«* FAST DAY AS OBSERVED AT SHEFFIELD.* 

*< A ferious Le£lure delivered at Sheffield, February 28th, 1794, 
being the day appointed for a general faft ; to which are 
added a Hymn and Refolutions. .Second edition. 
*' Faft Day. — A Royal Proclamation having been iffucA 
commanding Fcbruaiy 28th, 1794, to h(;^ obfervcd as a general 
Faft, the Friends of reacc and Reform, in Sheffield, determined 
to honour the day in the moft diftinguiihed manner — accordingly, 
the Thoufands of that town affemblcd on a fpacibiis plain near 
Weft Street, Back Fields, where the meeting was opened with, 
prayer, after a ferious Lefture, fuitable to the occafion, was read 
"with great energy to the immenfe coixourfe of people, wholiftcned 
with the molt attentive iilence. A Hymn prepared for this 
folemnity was then fung in full chorus by the whole affembly ; 
immediately after William Carnage being called to the Chair, 
the following refolutions were unanimoufly paffed, and the meet-, 
ing diffolved in that orderly and peaceable manner which fo' 
eminently diftinguiflics the patriotic inhabitants of Sheffield. 

" A SERIOUS LECTURE. 

** In every age of the world, the caufe of truth has always 
met with its oppofers, whenever it chanced to clafti with the in-^ 
terefts of the venal tribe of Kings, Courtiers, Pricfts, and their., 
accomplices. By reading over the i8th chapter of ift Kings, we 
find that this was the cafe ; yet the Almighty was pleated, by an 
TiGt of Omnipotent Power, to overturn the malice and wicked, 
intentions of that infamous tyrant Ahab, and the fatellitcs who . 
furroundcd him ; for, in the prefcnce of tliem all (though it made 
againft them) truth ilione forth with redoubled fplendour ; 
and the very judgment which Elijah would probably have met . 
-with, had not God been for him, fell on thole abominable de- 
ceivers of mankind. I refer you to the chapter icfelf, and with- 
out further intro<lu£i:ion, I ihall make a few remarks on the 
events of that period, as it muft be obvious, to every ingenious, 
mind, that there is a great limilarity betwixt the condudt of the 
rulers of that diy and thofe of the piefent : therefore it may be'" 
needful to obfervc : ^' , 

" Firft. Baal's priefts could not poffibly fucceed, becapfe he 
to whom they prayed could not help them. Baal, b^ng a 
name given to a heathen God, who had no cxiftencc, toftept in ^ 
the imagination of his devotees. And 2dly, they had a bad -^ 
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caufe in hand, thcreforei were not likely to prevail ; no motivei 
to induce them but pride ; no appetites to ferve But what Vftxe 
fenfual and deviliih, fo that if they had offered lacritice to the 
true God, in a bad caufe, they would not have obcained their 
end — for ' the ears of the Lord are not open to die cries of the 
foolifh, but unto the wife.' 

** It is in this point of light, I view with concern, a combi* 
nation of Kings apparently leagued againft the caufe of freedom ; 
jt combination which I believe to be odious in the iight of hea- 
ven, although for its fuppc rt we are commanded a iccond time 
^om the throne, (not of God) to fall and pray for the fuccefs of 
9ur>arms over our brethren, who are ftrugglihg for every thing 
that is ce:ir to man, and which is the will of God he ihould bo 
poffefTed of — Liberty^ civil, pc.litical and religiou' . Life vyithout 
them is a hurdei:. To pr;:v ihea, for a re-ellabliihrnent of def- 
potifn^.. luanhy. ai!(! cpprefuon (\^hitll we do if wcpray rocqn- 
cjuer freemen) would be to mock heaven, to infult his divine ma- 
jefty, to pour contcmpr on his word, and in the heart to fay, 
' Who is tiic Lord, tiiut we IJ-.oiild obey him r' Oh ! ye, who 
fill the throne of power, tremble at the thought of approaching 
your Maker wiih a iie in your right hand ; tremble at approach- 
ing^ thc^Gcd of Peace, when war and blo^xllhed are your views. 

* Be' not (Icceiv-d, God is not mocked j fur whatfocvcr a maa 

* fowcth, ih-it fl.ali he alfo reap.' 

** Rtfc.ivcid Un 'nimoi.fly, 
■ I. '' Tiiat \\'»r, tijvi wretclied artifice of courts, is a fyflem of 
rapine ai;J blood, i nwonhy of rational beings, and utterly re- 
pugn mc to the iijild and benevolent principles of the Ciirilliai^ 
religion. 

2^ " That if the prefent ^yar, be a war of combined Kings 
againit the people of France, to overthrow that liberty which 
they are lnuggjin:r to eftabiiih, it is, in our opinion, a lyar of the 
moft diabolical kind. 

3. ** That when public fafts and humiliations are ordered with 
' the fame breath wliich commands die ihedding of oceans of hu-? 

m .n bipod — however they may anfwer the purpofes of ftate po- 
licy — tliey ai e folem.n profliiutions of reh^ion. 

4. ** Thutthe la:;ding of HcHian troops in this country fa 
ferocious and unprincipled hord of butchers) without confent of 
P^rliaiiiCnt, has a fiifpicicus and alarming appearance, ' Ls con- 
trary 10 the fpirit of our conftitution, and defervingof the marked 
iiidignatioii of every Englifhrnan. 

5. '< 'I hat It is high time to be on our guard, fince thef^ 
armed monflen, may, in a moment, be let loofe upon us ; parti- 
cularly, as the cre6lion of barracks throughout the kingdoni, may 

only 



Cftly have been an introduftory me^furc to the filling thcin with 
foreign mercenaries. 

6. " That the high and freebom minds of Britons, revolt at 
the.idea of fuch a flavifli fyftem, and cannot be fo far broken as 

~ to kiis the hand which would chain them to its will. 

7. " That peace and libeny are the offspring of HeaVen, and 
that life without them is a burden. 

8. " That the thanks of this meeting are due to Earl Stan* 
hope, for his motion and fpirited fpeech for acknowledging the 
French Republic, and reftoring peace to our diilrelTed country ; 
for his motions and able fpeech in behalf of the perfecuted afta 
Offering patriots, Meff. Muir, Palmer, Skirving, and Margarot, 
in which he nobly flood alone; and alfo forme whole, of his 

• truly animated and benevolent exertions in fupport of the injured 
Rights of the People. 

9. ** The thanks of this meeting are alfo due to Mr. Sheridan, 
for his nervous and eloquent fpeeches in the caufe of injured pa- 
triotifm, and in fupport of the conftitution ; and alfo to every 
other member of Parliament who has nobly flood forward, at 
this important crifis, in fupport of the conftitutional liberties of 
Engliifhmen, 

10. ." That if any thing had been neceflary to have convinced 
us of the total inefEcacy of argument againft a minifterial ma- 
jority, the decifions which have lately tak^n place in Parliament, 
would have fully confirmed our opinion. 

ii. " That, therefore, the people have no remedy for their 
grievance, but a Reform in Parliament — a meafure which "^e 
determine never to relinquifh, though we follow our brethren ia 
the fame glorious caufe to Botany Bay. 

^ " W. Camage, Chairman.^' 
** London Correfponding Society, united for a Reform in Par- 
liament, Committee Room, March 20th, 1794. 

*' Refolved, That the Society approve the fentiments con- 
tained in the ferious Lefture delivered to the Conftitutional So- 
ciety at Sheffield, on the 28th of laft March, and eameftly re- 
commend it to the perufal of all who think civil apd religious 
liberty a bleffing. 

" Refolved, That the commanding a general faft for the pur- 
pofe of imploring the divine Father of mercy and peace to fup- 
pQrt and profper-us in the horrid aft of deliberately deftroying our 
- fellow-creatures, is repugnant to the true fpirit and principles of 
chriftianity, where we are commanded to pray for our enemies, 
&c. And further, confidering that a great part of the people are 
Unacquainted with the nature of the prefent war, either as to its ' 
^flice or neceffity (every endeavour beipg uied to keep them ig* 

P J) a , noraat 
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aorant of the real principles and dciigns for .which it was com- 
nicncd) to approach and to fupplicate the Omnifcient Power. un- 
der fuch circumllances and for fuch a purpofc, muft, indeed, be 
dreadful, fince knowledge and convidlion are wanting the >A^orfc 
than hypocritical hearts of thofe who are the authors of fuch 
mcafures, altliough they at prcfcut impofe upon the ignorant and 
credulous ; by fucti a dctcllablc, fuch a pretended ihew of religion, 
cannot efcape the chartifcment of that power whom they thul 
infult, and from wliofe judgment there is no appeal. 

'* T. Hardy, Secretary.'* 
** Society for Conftitutional Information, March 2ift, 1794. 

** Refolved, That the Secretary of this Society be dircdled to 
write to the Friends of Peace and Reform at Sheffield, and to 
aflure them that this Society views with pleaiure their fteady ex- 
ertions to obtain a fair Rc^prcfcntation of the People of Great 
Britain in Parliament, ^nd the proper method which they have 
taken to employ ufefully thofe days which may be appointed for 
public fafts. 

** D. Adams, Secretary.'* 

Wm. Broomiiead, fworn. Examined by Mr. Law. 

g. Was you a member of the Conltitutional Society at 
Sheffield ? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q, Was you Secrctaiy to that Society ? 

J, Yes, Sir, for abo\it five months. 

Q. W hen did thole live months expire ? 

A' In May hilt, wlicn I was taken up. 

^. Did you know a perfon of tiic name of Yorke, otiicr- 
Hvife Redhead ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 
.' g. Did he attend the meetings of that Society ? 

A, Frequently he did. 

j2* ^^iAs Yorke a fettled inhabitant at Sheffield, or gnly an 
occalional comer there ? 
. A. Only occafional. 

Q. Do you remember a meeting held at tlie Callle Hill, at 
Sheffield ? 

A Yes. 

Q. When was it ? 

ji> I Was at that nH-cting, I think. 

g. I believe it was the 7th of April ? 

A. Yes; I was at that meeting. 

Q. Do you rciTiCinbcr any converfution with Yorke prior to 
that meeting, in whicli the bufmcfs of that meeting was arranged 
)H:twcen you and Yorke, or any other perfon ? 

^. 1 do ' 
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. 1 do rccoUeft a meeting of that fort, but I do not recolle^l 

le particulars they difcourfeJ upon. 

. Was Gales prefent at that meeting? , 

Was any body but Gales, Yorke, and you, at that meet^ 

. There might be feveral more, but I do not recoUedt par- 

arly their names ? ' * ' 

. You was an aflbciated member of the Conftitutional So- 

in London ? 

. Why, I fuppofe I was fome time back. 
. What were the refolutions and things fettled to be done at 
meeting you held on the 7th of April ? 
. The refolutions were drawn up, and it was agreed ap ad- 

(houldbefent, and it was to be wrote by Mr. Yorke. 
. Was any addrefs to Parliament agreed to be prepared ? 
. No; but one to the King was. . 

. Was there any agreement refpedting the propofing any ad- 
i to Parliament ? 

. That motion was made, but il was negatived. 
. Was there any agreement between you, Yorke, and 
ts, refpefting that motion being negatived prior to the time of 
sing made? 

. It was fo fettled, but I htid no voice in it. 
. Between whom was it fettled there ihould be a propofition 
5 for an addrefs, and that it fliould be negatived when made? 
; There was Yorke and Gales, but I uippofe that was fet- 
when it was determined to petition the King. 
. You fay it was fettled that fuch a propofition fhould be 
2 and negatived ? 
. Yes, Sir. 

. Who was to make the motion ? 

. They ordered me to make a motion for an addrefs to Par- 
ent. 

. Did you afterwards at the meeting, held on the 7th of April, 
e that motion ? 
. I did. 

. What was the ntotion (if you recoUedl the terms of it) you 
2 } 

. That a petition fhould be drawn up to the Houfe of Com- 

s, praying for a Reform in the reprefcntation of the people? 

. Upon your making that motion what paffed in the Society 

ng the people ? \ 

. It was oppofed. 

, Did any bodyfecond it ? 

J. No, 
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A. No; T think it was, not, to the beft of my rtcolIcdHonk 
was not ; I do not recollefi. 

Q. In what manner was it received by tlicm, with applauie 
or difapprobation, or how ? 

A. i'he people, at fuch meetings, generally wait for coun- 
tenance from their leaders. 

Q. I afk you what pa fled — how was the motion received ? 

A, I do not recolledt there was either approbation or difappro- 
bation /hewn by the people themfelves ; but it was oppofed, I 
fuppofe, previous, or rather before they met. 

Q. It not being feconded, 1 underftand it fell to flie ground? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. And that had been particularly fettled, I unSerAand, be- 
tween Gales and Yorke ? 

A, Yes ; that was fertled. 

Q. Do you remember a fpeech made upon that occaGoii tf 
Yorke ? 

A, I remember he did make a fpeech, but I cannot remember 
the fubftance. 

Q. Was that fpeech publiflied afterwards. 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. (To Maclean, Jliciv'ifig him a pajier.) Where did you finJ 
that paper ? 

A. In the pofleffion of Mr. Adams. 

Q.' {To Brcomliead,) Now look at it — Did you fend any 
number of thofc to Mr.- Adams yourfclf? 

A. 1 fent a number of tliem in a box. 

(?. By whofe orders ? 

A. By the orders of the fame perfon tliat conferred about the 
meeting ? 

Q. l-)o I underfland you right — Do you meaai Yorke and 
Gales ? 

A. Yes, and fcveral other perfons. 

Q. You was t9 fend them to Adams ? 

A^ No ; to Hardy, I think. 

g. Recr>llea:yourfelf? 

A. I might fend to both. 

Mr. Law, Now read the pa Page. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
<* PROCEEDINGS OF THK PUBLIC MEETING. 

** In purfi ance of a public advertifcrrent, a general meetinj 
of the Friends of Juflice, Liberty and Humanity, was held, a 
three oMock on Monday the 7th of April, i7jf)4., on the CaftI 
Hill, in Sheffiell, to conhJer upon the propriccy of uJdrcfiin:; th 
King, in behalf of the pcrfecutcd patriots, Citizens Muir, Pal 

IDCI 
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er, SkirYing, Rlargarot, and Gerald; allb of again petitioning 
e Houfe of Coniiuuns tor a Retonivin the Reprefentation of 
c People, and to determine upon the propriety of petitioning 
e King, for the total and unqualified Abolition of Negro 
avery. ' 

** Notwithftanding the inclemency of t!ie weather, (very fe- 
te rains having fallen until wiciiin a quarter ot an hour of the 
>pointed time ot the meeiing) from ten to twelve thouiaaj peor 
e were affcmbled on tlie occaiion : 

'*' Henry Yorke having been voted to the Ch;^ir, 
The bufiuefs was opened by reading the following Addiefs to 
the King, in bciiulf oi the iutfering Patriots. 

*' TO THE KING. 

An Addrefs from Inhabitants of the town and neighbour-? 
hood of Sheffield, in the county of York, 
" SiRi:, 

" We, the underfignecl, being warm friendsof liberty and (too 
ights of man, feel ourielves deeply afTedted by the fenteuccs 
'hich have lately been paffed in your majefty's courts of Scot- 
nd, upon Citizens Muir, Palmer, Skiiving, Margarot and 
Jerald. 

** Had thefe men been really guilty of crimes, their pvnifli- 
lent iliould d(mbtlefs have been proportionate to their offeixces ; 
iit,fo far from confideripg it as a crime for a man to uie every 
^nftitutional rneahs in liis power to effcdt a Reform in the Com- 
lODS Houfe of Parliament, we think. that every man who thuji 
icerts himfelf, deferves well of his country ; fince we are per- 
laded that nothing fliort of the accomplifomcnt of iugh a Re-, 
•rm, will reftore Peace and Happinefs to our prefent aggrieved 
id injvired' nation. 

" Wetrull^alfo, that your majefty entertajyied the fame opl-; 
on wiih us of fuch exalted coudu^, from your majefty's having 
lofen for your gaoft confidential fervants in the State, men who 
id fingularly difimguiihed themfelves by- their patriotic excr- 
)ns in the caufe of Parliamentary Reform : 

** But tlie friends of thefe fufferers having brought their cafe 
fore parliament, without producing diedcfired efiedt — the prin- 
3aJ of thofc very fervams of your majelly having oppofed tho 
5afure:with all his corrupt, but irrcfiilible influence — feeing 
» other refource, we approach your majefty in this addjrefs, to 
Tcat your majeily to interfere in behalf of thejfe (whom we 
tm) inncccnt men, wi^h that power which the Britifh confti- 
ioa has placed in your majcily, of pardoning whom your mar 
ty pleafes — a privilege which is fometimes gracioully extended 
EJtt tp real and palpable criminals. 

« Let 
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" lift It not be recorded in the hiftory of this country, Aat 
Kinr Gcorfi;e III. or any of his Judges, tranfported men for 
foiirtcon yc:irs, bccaiife they had dared to fpeak the fame \vc»rds, 
upon a fpcci'bitive fubjcfl, which, if they were not the immediate 
means (>f advancing his majefty's then prime minifter to his high 
fitcatic^n, cauied his ele6lion,to be remarkably popular: Let it 
not be f?.id, that men of education, of refined fenliments, of the 
moft virtnous and benevolent charafters, were fevered from th^ir 
dearejl: connc6il'jns, and plunged into dungeons with tliievcsand 
proilitutes : Lc!t it not be faid, that fadicrs were torn from their 
wives aiva cliildren, and fons from their aged parents, becaufe 
they had the virtue openly to condemn the acknow iedged' cor- 
rupiions of govcnunenL, and to exert every peaceable nicani ia 
. their power to remove them : Let it not be laid, tliat it was as 
great a c\ ime to fpeak the truth, as to be guihy of felony. 

" But rather, O King, let it be recorded, that George III, had 
die wifdom, the liumanity, arid the juftice, to flep ip beiAixl 
thefe fevcre and cruel fcntences and their executi(;n. 

*' Thefe arc our defires — thefe our plain fentiments. ^^'c 
. know tliey arc fuch as your majcfty is unaccuftomed to hear ; 
but, if they are fupported by truth and reafon, fufler noc the 
homelinefs of our manner to ofi'end your majeiiy. Wc are pLia 
men, and will not flatter a King- If our wiilies be attended ro, 
wc are perfuaded it will, in fome good degree, hufli the mur- 
murs which unreafonable feverity in a government never fails to 
excite ; and it may alfo avert thdtjiormy which it is but tt.o evi- 
dent has long been awftiUy gathering, and which may burft forth 
in a moment when your majefly thinks not." 

" The addrefs bemgread, and received with repeated applaufes, 
then Henry Yorke addrefled the meeting in fupport of the mca- 
fure. He'oblervcd, that the caufe for which our countrymen 
were now filtering, was the fame as had been advocated m the 
year 1783, by Mr. Pitt, the Duke of Richmond, and oihcr men,. 
who were at this time penfioners and placemen under die adlual 
f;f)vemment; that a Convention, for the purpofe of obtaining a 
JParliamcntary Reform, had been held at the Thatched Houie 
1'avern, in which theie men went as JDelegates, or acted as af- 
fiftants ; th<it it was cruel, if not unjuft, to punifh men for fol- 
lowing liic exiimplc whkh thofe in i)ower liad fet them. The 
queftion was not a qucftion of cofwoihcncc^ but of right. It was 
not enough to fay, that tiie jieople wart former! 9 reprefentcJ, but 
that they Imd a rt^/Jit to be reprefented novj. Did the miniftrv, 
therefore, mean to allert, that what was right to-day was wTon^ 
to-morrow ? Did they mean to declare, in the face of the world, 
riiat what was in conformity to the maxims of jufiic*; at that 

time. 
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tim^, fliould, in fo fhort a fpace, be deemed unjtijl^ and pu- 
ni/hcd as a crime f •. 

** After having expatiated confiderably on this very important 
fubjeft, he proceeded with obferving, that in all countries Where 
fevere and fanguinafy punifhments were encouraged, men could 
have ho afFcftion for the government under which they lived, and 
their obedience to it could refult folcly from motives of fear. That 
liberty of opinion could not be denied to any free country, with- 
out denying at the fame time the rights of the people. That no- 
thing argued more ftrongly againft a government than the uniform 
deiign of depriving the people of this liberty ; that it ^as a proof 
that fomething went wrong; and that even governors were 
aihamcd of their conduft, when the right of difcuffion was vio- 
lated or put an end to. The civil liberty we enjoyed in our 
country was the eflcdt of political difcuffion ; and its political 
liberty would have long fmcc been refiored and fccured, if our 
rulers had not interpofed to weaken or annihilate this right ; 
Firft, by giving a power of decifion to Judges, which the ancient 
law of the land did not acknowledge : Secondly, by confounding 
the truth widi the fa6k of publication : And, thirdly, by having 
puniftied with the utmoft feYerity libels in private cafes, to pre- 
pare the public mind for thofe Icvere fentences in public ones, 
which difhonoured and irritated the nation. It had been lately 
the ftifhion to confound government with the conftitution, and 
the rainiftry with the government. To oppofe, therefore, the 
mad and wild, if not ciiminal fchemcs of adminiftration, was td 
oppofe government, and, by this mode of reafoning, to oppofe 
government was to be an enemy to the conftitution. A govern- . 
mcnt can never give a more authentic proof of its propenfion to 
-tyranny, and of the impropriety, as well as impolicy of its mca- 
lures, than by'riftraining or forbidding the liberty of difcuffing 
matters of legiflation and policy. It is debafmg the charadcr 
of rnan, as an intellcdlual being, to deny him tlie right of en- 
iquiring into that which even governors allow was made for his 
ufe, namely Government. 

'* To punilli inquiry, fcverity is exercifcd for imaginary guilt. 
But what is the efFedt ? Mifchief is prolific : Violence in govern- 
ment begets refentmcnt in the people, who murmur and exclaim : 
Government is provoktd, and ftudies vengeance. When one 
a£l of vengeance is^expofcd, more always follow. AfFeftion ii 
IqA on both iides, and, what is worfe, is irrecoverable. Hatred 
begins : and the government and the people beinjr at variance, 
confider each other no longer as magiftrate and lubjedt, but'as 
mutual enemies. Hence the inhuman wifli of Caligula that he 
could murder 'all the people at one blow. The fequel is in order : 
He is continually deftroying them ; they arc continually wifhing 
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• him dcflroyed. — Such comkid had the fatal tendency of cramp- 
ing die genius of men, and of vcphmging the natiou into a Hate 
of barbarifm with regard to tlicir religion, their hivvs, their mo- 
rals, and their government, and to keep them ignorant of the mod 
important conierns in their trade, their fplendour, and their felicity; 
whilft all the nations around them were improving thcmfelves 
"in mprals and poHcy, by the daring efforts and c(;nt:uiTcncc of en- 
lightened men, whofe views were diredtcd to thofe ohjefls alone 
vvhidi were really wortii their attention. The reafoning of a 
government, wiiich prohibits informatics, is defcdlivc in every 
parti; ular; its progrefs is not to be flopped, nor even to lie 
checked, without manifcft difiidvantage. Prohibition has no other 
cftl:;',t than to irritate men ; to infpirc them with an idea of in- 
furrediop, and to give all their writinp;s a libellous tendency. Se- 
vere and arbitrary fentences xx\2iy intimidate ; but tliey cannot con- 
vincc a nation. It is by reafon and argument alone, oppofed to 
ap|)arent reafon and apparent argument, that a government can 
hop'j to be vidlorlotis over its internal enemies, or render itfcif 
permanent by the quiet and confcientious concurrence of all it» 
< iti'/^cns. It is doing too much honour to innocent fubiefls to 
be alariTied at a few pages of writing, or at a few fugitive ora- 
tion*, whin birracks areereded in a country, and 6o,coo armed 
mercenaries are ready tr) execute the mandates of government.— 
Exj)ericnce had proved, that the rigorous prcifccutions which had 
lately taken place tlirouiihout England, and that the cruel fai- 
tences whicli h:id difji;rat(.d the capital of ScOthmd, h:id not an- 
fwcrcil i\\p: piirpofc of ellablilhin^ arljitrary j)'nvcr, and ofcrulh- 
ing the rebellion of honcil r..iu'.!s. Altlioij;,/h tlu-rc is no fpirit fo 
erect and irApcndent as noi to be bo-ken by the long continu- 
ance of the fi lent and iiiglorions luilerin-s of a j;iil; yet it had 
been found, that men were proud to fU-p forwrd in this mr)ft 
ftormyfeafon, when fuch trrrlb'e exrunpKs of leg;; 1 vengeance 
had been held up before then) to ]>K ;irl rf.c ancient ri;;hts of thvir 
country, to iinmaf]'. the infurr.y, ip.:ri^,ue, and im;:diTous pro- 
jcdts of ndnjiiiilir.uion, and .i^fon'ii.:; to the prior ipks ot the 
purefl: benovcli;nce, to afllrt tlu; liberiy of the wiril-:hunjan rate. 
TJie prefent times bear a ft:' n'^ ?nd maikfd refnriblam c w 
thofe terrific ages wlicn piicf;, i.cif! tiiesr dominion over the 
minds and coniciences of i.un, v\\\ v,heii tin y end -M^vourcd to 
tfc^.Mirn the rc•i^^l of inrt.LriMK.e ::ii'l or-.h ;d;::y aniidll: flake* of 
fire, and (lieam «:f h'jfii.'n h\*yA. All liifior-, IriJ evinced, that 
every ytiemjjt ;(; cwrb i;nd Iridic r:e expiini'ion <yf t'le human 
ininu hud b;eii iM'.;:it*w;iua! ; it h 1 'iviji'jed lliat ojiinionsthougii 
fmo'liered for a time, bsufi fojii* vvitli r';<iOU bled fury, iind were 
vidljiious ov'.r p-^wjr ; ii !i id evinced i.he triuiiip!i ot rc:'.fon a:d 
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tnilh over prejudice and fiipcrftiiion, land that liberty, wliitther of 
opinion or perfon, however flow in its progrefs, hud uniformly 
moved forward t(;wards its deftincd goal ; and that even, at this . - 
moment, the interrupticjns which had been oppofed to it in our 
own countrv, although they might be injurious to individuals, 

^ would finally obtain, confirm, and eftabliih the riglits of the 
people. Confcious of their iiprightneCs, the Friends of Freedom 
had perfevered in their n<jble caiife, unappalled by the infirience 
of fpies, and informers, and by riic threats of a corrupt, n crazy, 
and wicked adminiftration. In fo doing, they had a£lcd in pcr- 
feft conformity to the principles of virtue, without which no 
man could be a friend to his country, and a lover of mankind. — 
Its effcnce confided in the regulation of our condudl by fuch 
moral axioms as are heft cah iilated to promote the general hap- 
pinefs of our fellow-creatures ; and as it frequently happened, 
that the happinefs of the individual flood in direft opposition to 
that of the public, it is the perfeftion of virtue in individuals to 
facrifice dieir own happineis to that of the public. A man, in 
poffefTion of this virtuous pri-nciplc, feels delight whilft aftually 
burning in the brazen bull of Plialaris ; and fuch, he truftca, 
was the aftuating principle of tliofc generous patriots, who are 
become willing victims of the mofl barbarous and favaec fen- 
tences that ever had b.cn pronounced in ]>ritain ; who had made 
a glorious fland againlt arbitrary power, and who broke loofe 
from the fondeft endearments of liuman life, in the hope of re- 
deeming their loft country from the fangs of a dark and brooding 
prejudice, and Ihom the horrors and turpitude of an ignominious 
llavery. 

** It was the tyranny of the Briiifh Government which drovfe 
"William Penn, with tlie philoiophic people called Quakers, to 
the delcftable regions of Pcnnfylv:iiua, where, by toleration, 
induftry, and permr.nent credit, they, revived the fimplicity of 
the primitive ages of fociety. It was the fame '.yraniiy which 

. has driven into voluntary exile, or forced bv hiw into ban ifh- 
nicrtt, the moft virtuous of iricn, the fiift ot p!iil6lopliers, the 
moft exalted and courageous band of patriots Hictever honoured 
the foil of Britain. Among the former Jofepli Prie'.ley, one of 
^he moft profound philofophers of the age, lind mofl meek aixl 
^niiablc of citizens, claims the fad pre-c!iiinencc ; and among 

'the latter, ftand the names of thofe p6rferuted patriots, in whdfe 

'behalf we arc now abouc to addrcfs \Wv, executive matz;iitrate of 
^ur country — a noble and a J^elicrous band, wht^fe fulTcrings.di> 
^ot claim oiirpity, bccaufe they boil up our rage ; wliole fen- 
.fences djfgrated thofe who pronounced riiem, not thofe on 
.^'hgm thvy were pronounced ;' whofe condition is enviable, 
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becaufe honourable, and to the whole of whofc opinions 'anf 
conduit, no good man, or honeft citizen, can give one difien* 
tient voice ! In times like tiiefe, v^rhen a man is mocked and 
infulted, becaufe he bears the name of a patriot, an epithet oncc 
honoured by the people of England ; and at a time when thofe 
who have tne courage and magnanimity not to flatter their coun- 
try, are deferred, betrayed, and perfecuted ; what honours arc 
fuffioient for thofe who thunder truth agaiiift tyranny ? What 
difgrace ought not to await thofe timid beings, thofe negative 
patriots, who keep aloof from the fcenc of aftion, and liot on 
their country's wrongs ? When our nation fliall be regenerated, 
thefe perfecuted men will wear civic crowns. In the political, 
as in the m.oral world, tlie friend who appears to foothe ourdif- 
treffes, excites our efteem ; and he who, in calamitous times 
that try men's fouls, facrifices inccrefl, friends and home, in 
order to fave his finking country, merits well, not only of every 
JBriton, but of all .mankind, and even of the government under 
which he lives. 

** Fellow Citizens, the day is at length arrived, whcn'fana- 
ticifm and fuperftition, deprived of their tinfel trappings, and 
cxpofed, in their na.ivc uglinefs, to the view of mankind, 
flink fcowling back to die cave of obfcurity ; there I hope dicy 
■will for ever remain. The energy of Englilhmen will no longer 
endure this ftrange uproar of injiifti. e. . I truft my countrymen 
are lick of religious and political irr.poflure ; and that their deci- 
five and manly condr.6t will command, in an imperious tone 
which will take no denial, not a melioration of thefe enormous 
abufes, whivhwoild be to compromife with injuftice ; but I 
truft they will demand the annihilation of corruptions and abufes, 
and a reftitution of the original rights of human njUure. I aft' \ 
of our governors, this plain queflion — Is it better that the people ' 
fliould bL in a conftant ftate of ftupidity, than that they fhculdbc 
fometimes turbulent? Minifters of State, if ye mean to'be wicked, 
fufFer the people to write and fpeak ; you will find men corrupt 
enough to ferve you according to your evil defires, and whowfll 
improve you in the art of Stjanus. If you mean to be good, 
permit them to write, you will find fome honeft man who will 
improve y(;u in the art of a 1 urgot. How many things arc 
ye ft ill ignorant of, before you c^n becotne great cither in good 
or in evil. I fee no glory, no advantage, no pleafure, no fafttyt 
in any man reigning as a Sultan over flaves.^ — Such'ahonjd 
pre-eminence taruifhes the luftre of the moft exalted ft ation. ^ 
is, befides, precarious, for Sultan's are frequently depofed, ani 
vengeance wreaked upon them- 

•* J need not invite you, fellow citizens, to fceJl for any hnraAO 
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ig who fuffcrs, mvch lefs need I folicit your approof of the 
fent meafure, after the general teftimony of fatisfadiion you 
^e given of it. 'You are too enlightened to need the aid of 
r inftruition from me, and your undcrftamlings are too much 
akened to require that your paffions lliould be played upon. — 
hilft the . unerring tribunal of pofterity ihall condemn, with 
rn and derifion^ with execration and difguft, thofe inhuman 
ngs, wfio have beeij the caufes of fuch unexampled and in- 
man feverity, our persecuted brethren will obtain a verdidl of 
lour and glory. I may venture to fay, that, beloved by the 
fent age, future ages (hall heap around their monuments tre- 
es of undying fame ; and an e'xafperatcd and repentant pep- 
, (hall enrol their names in the volume of hiflory, which re- 
ds alfo the names of Sidney, Hampden, and Locke ! 
'* The following refolutions were then read three times over, 
1 with the exception of one or two perfons, were unanimoufly 
)pted. 

'* 1. That the people being the true and only fource of govern- 
;nt, the freedom of fpeaking and writing upon any lybjedt, 
mot be denied to the members of a frr e government, without 
Bring the groflWft infult to the majefly of the people. 
'* 2. That, therefore, the condemnation of Citizens Mulr, 
Imer, Skirving, Margarot and Gerald, to tranfportation, for 
Jofmg. the corruptions of the Britifh government, was an a£l: 
ter fuited to the maxims of a defpotic than a free govem- 
tit. 

* 3. That the addrefs whicli has now been read, be prefented 
he King, in behalf of the above perfecuted patriots." 
'* Onthefecnnd refolution being propofed, an hifs was heard 
tn different parts of the meeting, in confcquence of one or two 
fons holding up their hats againft it i on obferving which, H. 
)rke thus addreffcd the meeting ; 

" Fellow Citizens, 
'* As your Chairman, I call you to order. As an Individual 
tiuft oWerve, that this hiding is repugnant to the principle of 
eration or freedom, which w^e wilh to fee eftablifhcd. We 
*^e this moment read and given our aflent to an Addrefs to the 
ng in favour of liberty of opinion ; let it not be faid, that wc 
' the firfl: to violate that liberty in others, which wx claim for 
rfelves. Opinions will always vary, even amongft the wifeft 
i beft of men. We are bound, therefore, to fliew tendernefi 
the opinions of others, and compaflion even to their prejudices, 
it our enemies fee that we confecrate Jw our example what we 
Tire to fee cftablifhed as a principle. Hiflcs do not convince ; 
-y tend only to irritate the minds, and to beget the Ul-willof 
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our fcllow-citizcns ; let usj on the contrary, confront them wit 
the wc'ij^ons of rcafon and truth, the only logic of lihcral mind: 
Every thing which has a tendency to ftir up the paflicns with 
out awakening the underftandiug, is unbecoming of frccmci 
or of men who would be free." 

" Thefe well-timed ohfervations had the' good cffeft of pre 
vcntinir any finthcr figp.s of intolerance, and the utmoil decorun 
prevailed throughout the conduft of the btifinefs. 

" It was next moved, "that a Pttition be prcfcntcd to ilii 
Houfe of Commons, for a Reform in the Rcprcfentation of th( 
People in Parliament;'* but fo marked was the difapprcbatiof 
given by tlie whole ir.teting to this meafure, that not one fingh 
pcrfon ieconded the motion, but a moft profound filencc, inter- 
rupted only by a few mMrmurs, was obferved: upon which Hcnrj 
Yorkc again rofe, and addiefled the meeting in an animate* 
fpcech of an hour long, and (jf which it is impofTible for us K 
give our readers a juft conception. He tof)k a general vicwol 
the Eritifli Conllitulion, and flated its moft prominent dcfcflsi 
among wliich the want of a perfedl National Rcprcfcntztioj 
was the moft glaring. He dwelt a confidcrable time upon thi 
iubjedt, and then proceeded to take a r.ipid furvcy of the cxcrtioni 
which had l)cen mride at different periods, and by different pcrfom 
to promote tlie caufe of Parliamentary Reform. 

" He r;bferved, tliat tlie fubje6l was become a mere bugbwr 
employed to deceive the {xrople, and worked upon as an cnyni 
to raife into power, needy and ambitious men ; that the very (airt 
men who, in oppofiiion, had declared that it was the only mca 
fure of faving the country from ruin, were the firft to rcprnbat 
and fcout the meafure of reform when they were in power. Itob 
the corruptions pf the Krltifli (lovernment, parties luid b. en gi 
ncrated, whicii, in tiicir route to p<;\ver, had convulfed and plull 
dered the e:npire. Under tlic diftinctions of names, priiicipfc 
had been forgotten ; and f jr the fake of leaders, whom the pec 
pie had fooliihly idolized, the machine of government rolled o 
amidft the feuds and conteri'.itjns of j)arty. Eternally ihc pcac 
of our country had been difturbedby the rancour and animofitH 
of fadtions, and the people, inftead of turiiing themfelves toco: 
R'ct the grofs evils v.hich txifled in it, lud ever been the locAsi 
bafc and defgning men, and fecmed piepared to wlirt ai 
ftarpen their Ivvords one againft another. 
• ** It was now high tiiiiC, tliat the yvAj\)\c /liould lay afii 
leaders, difcard fadVions, and all f'jr tnernfuvts. He (Ironglyi 
forced thefe j)iin( iples, and tlitn enteied into a complett dt;:ail 
the ancient ConftitutionaseftLiblifliedby Alfjcd, -..lii'wiihc prov 
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I be at this time totally defaced, if not lod. He then purfued 
tt gradual decline of popular liberty in England, from the an- 
rchy which was the confequence ot Daniih and Norman in- 
aiion i and taking a general fkctch of our hiftory, fo far as it 
ras connedted with the fuhje<5l of Popular Rcprcientation ; he, 
]ade fome ftrong and pointed remarl^s on the Revolution of 
68§, the objedl of which, he faid, was not, could not be an- 
vcred, unlefs Annual Parliaments and General Suffrage were 
:ftored. For tliis he had the auihority of Lortl Somcrs, who 
reW up tlie Declaration of Rights, and who was promoted 
Y William III. for his popular exertions at tliat memorable 
j>och. 

*< In order to prove that the Revolution had not correfponded 
rift die expeSations of the people, no fooner was the Prince of 
)range eftablifhed on the throne of England, than aU ideas of 
ic ancient mode of annual Parliaments were effaced, and the 
iennial a^ was paffed in the very face of that Revolution, and 
I dire£l contradiction to its principles ; for the Revolution, at 
iaft fo far as. it refpefted the people, was not intended to be a 
oinpromife between the King and the Ariftocracy for the joint 
aheritance of the people, but to eftablifli on unequivocal prin- 
iples the right of the people to govern themfelves, and to recal 
10^ delegated powers which they had entruilcd to their fcrvants 
W this puq>ofe, when they were either aburcd, or nc-j;le£ted to 
Xiercife them. If the Revolution were not a Revolution for the 
eople, it was no Revolution at all, but a coni'piracy of a few 
Qoobled oppreffors againft the liberties and happinefs of the 
himy. But if it were defigncd to comprehend the people, and 
IP end has been per\'erted, or purpoiely Liid afulj, \he people are 
lot warranted in petitioning, but are juftified in demanding as a 
tiriity agre^bly to the tone of language ufed in the Declaration 
"f Rights, the reftitution of annual Parliaments, and the efla- 
Itfliment of r.niverfal Suffrage. But ihe ihock which was 
[iven to the ftabiiity of thefe principles, was mofc infamoufly 
l^grant, by the enafting of the Sepienniai Aci:, in the reign of 
«orge L If the A6t of Parliament in the reign of Henry VI. 
i^ed from the roll of citlzenihip fome of the befl members of 
^ community ; the enadcing of the triennial and feptennial acts, 
tUed up to the brim the meafure of governmental iniquity, and 
Oired forth die waters of bitiernefo throughout our land. 
" Fellow Citizens, 

«< Enough. of precedent. The human race has long been 
idling down die tide of ages ncglcclcd, unpiticd, and opprelfed. 
• is nigh time that the devious courfe of human policy fhould 
Ic kfi; to tfce uncertain iffue of ftorms and of elemental wars : but 

that 
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that the machine of ftatc (houW be guided by* the pohr 

reafon alone, which is never feen but when tne Majefty 

People is refplendent. What is beneficial in the example o 

we ought to referve with caution. What is injurious, an 

is only tolerably competent to anfwer the common purpi 

ibciety, ought to be abolifhed. We infult ourfclves, wJ 

abjedtly diftruft the powers which nature has given ii: 

ou^ht we pafTivcly to acquiefce in inftitutions, which, thou 

junous, may be preferable to thofcpTthat may be endu) 

others. We infult ourfclves, when we foolifhly balan< 

fween tolerable vices and pofitive good; between um 

iyftems, and novel, untried, but juft maxims. The human 

is progreflive ; fo is the focial mind. That the one, thei 

fhould remain ftationary, amid the rapid courfe of the od: 

wards perfeftion, is a prejudice, as umiatural as it is injuri. 

the happinefs of man. The government of Europe prefl 

delegable fymmctry to the contemplation of the philofophc 

enjoyment to the fatisfadtion of the citizen. A vaft, defo 

and cheerlefs ftrucSture, the frightful abortion of hade and ui 

• tion, prefents to the eye of the beholder, no fyftematic arr 

ment — no harmonious organization of fociety. Chance, 

fiidlion, tryanny, rebellion, maflucre, and the hot, inch 

aftion of human paflions, have begotten them. Utility nev< 

been, the end of tJicir inftitution, but partial intereft nas be 

fruit. Such abominable and abfurd forms ; fuch jarring an 

fonant principles, which chnncc has fcattered over the earth 

aloud for fomething more natural, more pure, and more c: 

lated to promote the happinefs of mankind. Experience raui 

gulate- the mechanifm of government, by which I mean n 

narrow and confined, but a liberal and enlightened expcrie 

which, hearing without pafilon or prejudice, the tcftimoc 

ages and nations, collects from its general principles, to fui 

the proercfs of civilization. It is ni hiliory that we arc to 

for dioie rich materials of le^iflativc experiment, which ar 

ameliotate the focial order, and repair diofe breaches wbkh 

juflice has long fince made. But if this experience be found 

adequate to tlic purpofe of alleviating human miferies; if it 

ford nothing but the melancholy profpeft of outrageous dcf 

ifoi — of exccfllve vices on the part of the governing, and ab 

ment and yaflalage on that of tlie governed; if it afcribe 

commotions of fuffering countries to the d«;figns of fadlions, 

not to princ iplcs ; if it Ihew rivat in confcquence of national 

norancc, after the firft ebulhtions of revolt, they have fat dow: 

a toq>id calm, and borne with ufurpations ft ill neavicr tlian tl 

by which tliey were roufed to arms— it mull be grauted that 

cxpcric 
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Experience is important, becaufe it teaches the fufFering Nations 
of the prefent day, in what manner to prepare their combuftible 
ingredients, and Humaniib in what manner to enkindle them, 
fo as to produce with efFc£l, that grand political explofion, which 
at the fame time that it buries Defpotiim, already convulfive and 
agonifing, in ruins, may raife up the people to the dignity and fub- 
lime grandeur of jfreedom. 

" To e£Fe(£t this juft and ufeful purpofe, revolution of fentiment 
muft precede Revolution of Government and Manners. The 
popular energies muft be excited, that the popular voice may be 
felt and heara. The people muft grow wife, in order that the 
people may rule. It is faid that we preach Anarchy ; but what 
is Anarchy, but the eftablifliment of confufion on die wreck of 
popular opinion ? It is faid we are Levellers ; but thofe are Le- 
vellers who would wifli to reduce man to the condition of the 
brute, guided by paflion and uninfluenced by reafon. Thofe are 
levellers whofe hands are dipped in the public fpoils ; who ajQTert 
impunity for crimes, and inviolability of perfons ; who would 
make humanity take a retrogade motion ; who would palfy the 
arm of Juftice, and defeat the end of equal laws. We have dif- 
claimed the foolifti idea of levelling property ; becaufe our own 
property, the fruit of our labour, or of our talents, might, by the 
example, be expofed to the invafion of the firft intruder. It were 
•well, if thofe who confound Juftice with Crimes, would confider 
that the poor man's property, little as it is, is as precious to him, 
as is the wealthy ftock of the rich man. It were well, if feeling 
the force of this principle, the Ariftocracy would unite with us 
in the caufe in which we are embarked. Property they fay, is 
facred. Is not, then, tlie property of the poor man as facred as 
that of the rich ; and ought it to be filched or forced from him 
without his confent, any more than that of the rich man ? Can 
thofe wl^o do not refpedt the property of others, expedt others to 
refpcdltfieir property? We wifh to exalt, not to level. We wifti 
to better the condition of the wretched ; to equalize men under 
die influence of law, but to give to merit, induftry, talents, patri- 
mony, virtue, their proper weight and correfpondent dignity in 
die iocial order. Are we, then, ungovernable, becaufe \\ e rejeft 
mif-govemment ? Are we ungrateful, becaufe we defend our li- 
berty and property againft ihofe who ought to refpeft them ? 
Are we Rebels in maintaining our violated laws, againft thofe 
■who are open Rebels to laws, and who fet themfelves above thofe 
laws which they ought to have venerated ? I know, that in all 
ages of the world, people who would not be opprefTcd, have been 
reckoned ungovernable, by Men who are, or who would be Op- 
preflbrs. I ^ow that the enemies of OpprefCon, have always 
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been ftigmatizcd as enemies of Government. I know diat it rt 
feditious to blame the excefles of Pov/er, and infolcnt to mention 
the infolence of thofe who abufe power. I know that it is fedi- 
tious to diftinguifh between public r.ght, and public wrong, be- 
tween government and tyranny. Nor is it enough to acknow- 
ledge ail good government to be irrcfiftible ; but me worft, and 
the abufe of the bcft, muft be irrcfiftible alfo. I know, that to 
complain of tyranny is fadlion, and to throw it off Rebellion ; 
but they who opprcfs are the greateft Rebels, and for the oj>- 
preffcd to turn upon them, is but to refift Rebellion — ^it is but to 
do a juft and natural aftion. Wh»>ever violates the laws of Reafon, 
Equity and Nature, whatever ftation or name }ic may bear, is a 
Rebel, fubjedt to laws againft tyrants and rebellion. Tyrants, 
therefore, and oppreffors, are the higheft andmoft confummatc re- 
bels in the world — capital traitors to God and man, and punifli- 
ablc by all the laws of God and man. Amidall the abfurdities ani 
chimeras of paganifm, it was never believed that tyranny wai 
warranted by Heaven. It was never believed that the bloody 
Caligula was the vicegerent of God, and that the worft of mcfl 
had a commiffion from heaven to opprcfs the human race. It 
was never believed that ^nurder, rapine and mif-rule, were go- 
vernment, and that lawlefs and bloody crowned robbers were go- 
vernors divinely appointed. It was never believed that Society 
had no remedy againft devouring luft and the raging fword, which 
were dcftroying all the ends of Society, and even Society itfdt 
Such indignities to God and man, were never broached by Pa- 
gans; they never propagated doftrines which would have turned 
men into ideots, dcftitute of reflefticm and feeling ; into beaftf 
of burthen, and beafts of facrifice ; turned Heaven into Hell ; . 
human fociety into a chaos of blood and carcafes ; and tbe . 
earth into a place of torments. It never entered into the heart 
of a Greek or a Roman, nor into any heart that fck die 
fentiments of Virtue and Humanity, that it was unlawfiJ 
to defend Nature; a crime to ward off murder, barbarity, 
and defolation ; and. an impiety to do the nioft godlike aftioi 
. which can be done on this fide heaven, that of difarming tyrants, 
and of faving our country from perifliing. Government » 
doubtlcfs a facred thing, and juflly claims our reverence and du- 
ty ; but, when government is general oppreffipn ; when havoc, 
ijjoil, and perfccuiion prevail, to the deftruilion of all who do 
well ; when, law and juftice are baniflied, andnjilitary dcfporiim 
triumphs ; when property is attacked arul fcized without the co»- 
fent of its owner, and lives are wantonly deftroyed ? — is this go* 
vernmcnt too ? If it be, tell me what is not government ? I do not 
think, in an age like this, that the people of this, or any countryt 
can ever be fo funk or deadened by oppreflion, but that repealed 

provocaooB i 
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provocation will raife a Tpirit amongft them capable of accom-? 
plifliing the greateft projects. Even the moft profeffed and de- 
graded flaves, the people of Turkey, often Voufe themfelves, and 
cafting their proud rider to the earth, trample him to death. A 
little fpark often kindles a great flame, and a flame foon fpreads 
to a conflagration. An ignorant nation roufed to aflert its liber- 
ties, will be mad and furious ; when men arc ufed like beafts, they 
will 3,0: like beafts ! But, when an enlightened people, knowing 
their rights, arc reduced to a ftate of degradation, they will know 
that their condition cannot be worfe, but, by their own efforts, 
their condition muft be better. An ignorant people incited by 
ifepeated injury to fliake oflF the load of injuftice, will rifle unfeen 
evils and calamities — will rifle even a civil war, to be revenged 
on their oppreffors. Such was the temper of the Romans upon 
the revolt of Sacrovir — they even exulted in it, and, in hatred to 
Tiberius, wiftied fuccefs to the public enemy. Such were the 
injured people of Spain, who, when the Romans came, joyfully 
received them as their deliverers from the tyrannous, yoke of Car- 
thage, But an enlightened people will never fully the viftories 
•of ratriotifm by fuch irregular conduft. Revenge will never be 
adopted as a principle, reace will aftuate their demeanour, and 
they will glory in awaiting the flow procefs of univerfal informa- 
tion, as a prelude to univerfal emancipation; rather than tarnifli 
the career of liberty, by involving their country in fcenes of ter-f 
ror, wafte and depredatipn. Opprefled nature will, at a proper 
feafon, depart from ^aflive principle ; and fliould an attempt be 
made to wreft wh^t remains gf liberty from us, I truft all men 
wiUconcur tQ vindicate xheir violated rights — for, if the attempt 
be fuffered once, it will be often repeated. A few repetitions create 
a habit, and habit will claim prefcription and right* For go- 
vernors to be omnipotent, the race of man muft be extinfl: ; and 
no. argument for deftroying anarchy can be ufed, but what is full 
as ftrong for tlie overthrow of tyranny. It is difficult to reftore 
public afFairs, when once diiconcerted, to their former fteady 
principle — numbers will engage in the corruption, and will try 
every art and power to fupport it, and they will continue to do 
fo, until nature, which is always- uppermoft in man, fxgns theif 
tragical doom ! 
Citizens, 
" I repeat my former affertion. Go on, as you hitherto have 
done, in the culture of reafon. Difleminatc throughout the 
Avhole of your country, that knowledge which is fo neceflarv to 
man's happinefs, and' which you have yourfelves acquired. — 
Teach your children, and your countrymen, the facred leflbns 
of virtue, which are the foundations of all human p<.Jity. Tc^ch 
them torefpe£l themfelves, and to love their country. Teach them 
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to do unto all men, as they ^ould they fhoulddo unto tbeai,inl 
their love flball not be conhncd to their country, but fhall exteml 
to the whole human race. When fuch a revolution of ktii- 
ment fhall have difperlie4 the mift of prejudice ; when by the 
jncefTant thunderings from the prds, the meaneft cottager of 
our country fhall be enlightened, and the fun of reafoi. (hall 
fhine in its fulled meridian over us; then, the commanding 
voice of the whole people fhall recommend the five hundred anid 
fifty-eight gentlemen in St. Stephen's chapel to go about their 
bulmew." 

" After having concluded the above fpeech, Henry YoAc 
obferved, that as there might be many , perfons pVelcnt who 
came from motives of curiofity, and others who came for 
a more criminal purpofe, he fhould adduce in judification of 
the reafoning he had employed, the writings of a man,, who 
was the firfl to reduce into a fyftem, the ftudy of Human Under* 
ftanding, and the Principles of Government — he meant John 
Locke ; whofe excelU nt difcourfe on Civil Government he then 
held in his hand, and from which he read the following cxt 
tracSls : 

" No government can have a right to obedience from a peo- , 
pie who have not freely confented to it j which they can never 
be fuppofed to do, till either they are put in a full flate of liberty 
to chufe their government and governors, or at Icafl, till they 
have fuch ftanding laws, to which they have by fhcmfclves or 
their reprefentativcs given their free couient, and alfo till diey 
jire allowed their due property, which is fo to be ppprietorsof 
what they have, that nobody can takeaw;?y any part of it wiih* 
out their own confent, without which, li en under any govern- 
ment are not in a ftate of freemen, but are directly liaves under 
the force of war. 

*^ There is another way whereby governments are diffolved, 
^nd that is, when the legiflative, or the prince, eiiher of them, 
adl contrary to their truft. Firft, the legiflative afts againft the 
truft repofea in them, when they endeavour to invade the property 
of the fubjeft, and to make therr*rclve.<, or any partof the com* 
munity, mafters, or arbitrary difpoiers of the lives, liberties or 
fortunes of the people. The realon v.hy men enter into fociety, 
is the prefervation of their property ; and the end why they 
chufe ajpd authorize a legiflative is, that there may be lawi 
made, and rules fet, as guards and fences to the properties of all 
the members of the fociety, to limit the power, and mpderaie 
the dominion of every part and member of the fociety : foi fin^c 
it can never be fuppofed to be the will of the fociety, that the 
legiflative fhould have a power to deftroy that which every one 
dcfigns to fccurc, by entering into fociety, and for which te 
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leople fubmitted themfelves to legiflators of their own making ; 
whenever the legiflators endeavour to take away, and deftroy 
lie property of the people, or to reduce thera to flavery, under 
.rbltrary power, they put themfelves into a ftate of war with 
be people, who are thereupon abfolved from any further obedi- 
nee, and are left to the common refuge, wnich God hath 
irovided for all men, againft force and violence. Whenever 
[lerefore the legiflative fhall tranfgrefs this fundamental rule of 
ociety, either by ambition, fear, folly, or corruption, cndea- 
our to grafp themfelves, or put into the hands of any other, an 
bfolute power over the lives, liberties, and eftates of the people ; 
J this breach of truft they forfeit the power the people had put 
Qto their hands for quite contrary ends, and it devolves to the 
•eople, who had a right to refume their original liberty, and, by 
lie eftablifhment of a new legiflative (fuch as they fliall think 
it) provide for their own fafety and fccurity, which is the end 
or which they are in fociety, What I have faid here, concern- 
tig the legiflative in general, holds true alfo concerning tlie 
upreme executor, who, having a double trufl: put in him, both 
have a part in the legiflative and the fuprcme execution of 
lie law, adts againft both, when he goes about to fet up hit 
»wn arbitrary will as the law of the fociety. He afls alfo con* 
rary to his truft, when he either employs the force, treafure, and 
)fiices of the fociety, to corrupt the reprefentatives, and gain 
(leni to his purpofes ; or openly pre- engages the ele6lorSt and 
»refcribes to their choice, fuch, whom he has, by folicita.tions, 
[ireats, promifes, or otherwife, won to his defigns ; and em-r 
Joys them to 1)ring in fuch, who have promilcd before-hand 
vhat to vote, and what to ena£l. Thus to regulate candidatei 
nd eledkors, and new-model the ways of election, what is it 
»ut to cut up the government by the roots, and poilbn the very 
buntain of public fecurity ? for the people having referved to 
hemfelves the choice of their reprefentatives, as the fence to 
heir properties, could do it for no other end, but that they 
night always be freely chofen, and fo chofcn, freely aA, and 
idvife, as the neceflity of the commonwealth, and the public 
good ihould upon examination, and mature debate, be judged to 
require. This, thofc who give their votes before they hear the 
3ebate, and have weighed the reafons on all fides, are not capa* 
ble of doing. To prepare fuch an afTembly as this, and endea- 
i^our to fet up the declared abettors of his own will, for the 
true reprefentatives of the people, and the law makers of the 
fociety, is certainly as great a breach of truft, and as perfe<St a 
declaration of a defign to fubvert tlic government, as is poffiblo 
to be met with. To which, if one fliall adil rewards and 
pUnilhments, viiibly employed to the famp end, and all the arts 
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of perverted law made xife of to take ofF and deflroy all that 
ftand in the way of fuch a defign, and will not comply and 
confent to betray the liberties of their country, it will be paft 
'doubt what is d6ing. What power they ought to have in die 
fociety, who thus employ it contrary to the truft went along 
with it in its firft inftitution, is eafy to determine ; and one can- 
not but fee, that he who has once attempted any fuch thing as 
this, cannot any longer be trufted. 

. *' To this perhaps it will be faid, that the people being igno-* 
rant, and always difcontented, to lay die foundation of govern- 
ment in the unrteady opinion and uncertain humour of the peo- 
ple, is to expofe it to certain ruin ; and no government will be 
able long to fubfift, if the people may fet up a new legiflative, 
whenever they take offence at the ola one. To this I anfwer. 

Spite the contrary. People are not fo eafily got out of their old 
brms, as fome arc apt to fuggeft. They are hardly to be pre- 
vailed with to amend the acknowledged faults in the frame they 
have been accuftomed to. 

" But it will be faid this hypothefis lays a ferment for frequent 
rebellion. To which I anfwer, firft, No more than any other 
hyj)bthefis ; for, when the people are made miferable, and find 
themfelves expofed to the ill ufage of arbitrary power, cry up 
their governors as much as you will for fons of Jupiter; let 
them he facred or divine, defcended, or authorized from Hea- 
ven ; give them out for whom or what you pleafe, the fame 
will happen. The people generally ill treated, and contrary to 
right, will be ready upon any occafion to eafe themfelves of a 
burthen which fits heavy upon them. They will wifh and fcek 
for the opportunity, which in the change, weaknefs aud acci- 
dents of human aSairs, feldom delays long to offer itfelf. He 
muft have lived but a little while in the world, who has not 
fcen examples of this in his time ; he muft have read very little, 
who cannot produce examples of it in all forts of government in 
the world. Secondly, I anfwer, that fuch revolutions happen 
not upon every little mifmanagement in public afFaii's. Great 
miftakes in the ruling part, many wrong and inconvenient laws, 
and all the flips of human frailty, will be borne by the peopk, 
without mutiny or murmur ; but if a long^rain of abufes, pre- 
varications and artifices, all tending the fame way, make the 
defign vifible to the people, and they cannot butfecl what they 
lie under, and fee whither they are going, it is not to be won- 
dered at, that they (liould then rouze themfelves, and endcav^ 
to put the rule into fuch hands which may fecure to them the 
ends for which government was firft elcdled ; and without which, 
ancient names and Aiccious forms, arc fo far from being better, 
* that 
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' are much worfe than a ftate of nature, or pure anar- 
3 inconveniences being all as great and as near, but the 
farther off and more difficult." 

:er reading the above, Henry York continued, * I muft 
to you, that for this difcourfe on civil government, John 
was preferred by King William to the important place 
:er of the Mint, and was univerfally beloved and ho- 
lt Court. This book was generally confidered, at the 
ame out, to have been a more powerful mean of fecur- 
[Cing upon his throne, than even the arms of Holland and 

and it has contributed, perhaps, more than any odier 
ion, to fecurc the prefent Royal Family upon the throne 

kingdoms. Although it was written a cen.tury ago, it 
rinciple in eftablifhing the American revolution ; it has 
id the overthrow of delpotifm in France ; and, before long, 
riples will have driven defpotifm from the face of Europe. 
1 a book there can be no exception ; and I think I cannot 
jirve the King, or my fellow citizens, than in bringing it 
he public. I underftand it is not to be purchafed, becaufe 
•Id miniftry have bought them all up, or they were pur- 
o be fent to America ; but I will defeat their ends ; I will 
its fpirit, and give it you in a fmall compafs, and as cheap 

refs can print it.'- \Loud and reiterated aJi[ilaufesJ\ 

he following refolutions were next read ana unanimoufly 
;d of, amidlt the loudeft applaufes. 
That in every country where the people have no {hare In 
)vernment, Taxation is Tyranny, 

That therefore a government is tyrannical or free, in 
ion as the people are equally or unequally reprefented. 

Convinced of this truth, it is the opinion of this meet- 
at the people ought to demand as a Righty and not pcti- 
a Favour^ for Univerfal Reprefentation. 

That therefore we will petition the Houfe of Commons 
e on this fubjeft." 

iter which Henry Yorke, according to a requifition 
had been made to him a few days before, prefented the 
Ing petition to the King for the total and unqualified 
ipation of the Negro Slaves. He prefaced the petition 
moft eloquent and animated fpcech on the fubjeii ; but 
[le fatigue which he had undergone from the preceding 
• the bufinefs, it was impoiTible for him to carry to its 
jd length, a difcourfe which had already drawn tears and 
i-om a great part of his auditory. As we underftand he 
to make an appeal to the public on the fubjedl, in which, 
rfe will be included the obfervations which he made at 
.eeting, we truft no apology will be neceffary for gur 
ig to give any fketch of them here.. 

"T<> 
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" To THE Kino. 
« Sire, 

** Juftlcc 18 eternal. Unconfincd by time, peifon, ctrcnttf 
ftance, or place, it ought to form the bafis of all legitimate 
government, atid the motive of all human intercourfe. 

** As intelledtual beings, we conceive it to be a iacred oUiga* 
fion, impofed on us by the Supreme Being, to think for ourjehts. 
In conformity to which principle, we are naturally led to dcfirc 
the cxtenfion of knowledge throughout the world. As we o«r- 
felves feel, we are naturally led to fympathize with thofe who 
feel alfo. Wifhing to be rid of the weight of oppreflion under 
which wc groan, we are induced to compafHonate thofe wba 
groan alfo, and to defire an alleviation of their fufferings. 

•' On our oTiVn account we have repeatedly petitioned Ac 
Lower Houfe of Parliament, but petitioned in vain. We are 
weary of the pradlice. We are difgufted to hear the hallowed 
name of liberty made the fport of corrupt Placemen ; and n^ 
are fhocked to fee, that in the pradlice of legiflation, humStmtvil 
but a name. We arc now petitioning, not for ourfelves, Mt 
for others ; for thofe whofe forrows harrow up the feeling foul, 
and terrify the chridian heart ; for thofe, who are the vifiimi 
of avarice, cruelty, rapine, immorality, and luxury. We have 
the fanfkion of one of your Majcfty^s fons, in declaring, diat 
die Negro Slaves in the Weft Indies, arc full as happy as the 
lower claflcs of people are in England. We employ fo great an 
authority in juftification of our petition ; and conndering, that 
we who fupplicatc your Majcfty are generally men of that 
defcription, we are bound to conclude, that if our Afrian 
brethren be no happier than we are, they muft be wretched 
indeed. For we groan. Sire, under great and grievous burdeiUf 
and we fee no profpedl of redrcfs before our eyes, nor have wca 
hope that our miferies will fliortly end. Our wives and littte 
ones arc ftarving, and ourfelves unable to provide them widi the 
common neccflaricsof life, arc funk in forrow, andcotnpdW 
to join in their bitter agony and deep dcfpair. But the contem- 
plation of our diftrefled ftate becomes additionally alarming* at 
the certainty of having more burdens accumulated upon ^ 
which may oe produftivc of confcquences injurious to the hu- 
manity, and fatal even to the iaterefts of government itfc"' 
Such, Sire, is our ftate, and fuch, from the comparifon dr?^ 
by the Duke of Clarence, is the ftate of our Negfo brrthw* 
in the Colonics. But, in addition to the teftimony of fo hij^ *? 
autliority, wc have a volume of refpe£kable evidence idvftJI^ 
into the noufe of Commons, which proves, beyond contradi^ 
tion, that our condition is by no means fo deplorable as diat » 
tbe wretched Africans. They arc Slaves ; — ^uixdcr v^ich o^^ 
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het, man is reduced to the condition of the brute, and is 
rived of a country, and of the tendereft ties of human life, 
le rights of a focial being are denied to him, and every pria- 
le of moral obligation is deftroyed. The liberty, the perfon, 
I the induftry of the flave, are at the difpofal of the matter, 
r different is our ftate ; and although from not being repre- 
ted in the Houfe of Commons, our property may be taken 
n us widiout our confent ; although from the ereftion of 
racks throughout our country, and from the unconftitutional 
odudtion of foreign troops into it; from the encouragement 
en to a fyftem of ftate inquifltion, and from the violent mea^ 
» employed to wreft the liberty of the prefe from the hands 
he fubject — we cannot call ourfelves free men in the ftrift 
Te of the word : Yet our lives cannot be taken from us, but 
crimes previoufly defined and declared punifhable by law ; 
can our perfons be wantonly fported with, to gratify the 
, the avarice, or the cruelty of overfeers arid flave drivers, 
for we have undoubtedly the advantage over the Negro 
i^es ; and we cannot help thinking, in juftice to the Royal 
fonage who drew the refemblance, that he reafoned more 
n our aflual condition, than from what we were, and what 
ought to be — a free, a happy, and a contented people. 
* Quitting, therefore, the comparifon which has been drawn 
wreen the poor of this country and the Negro Slaves in the 
lonies, we befeech your Majefly to take into your gracious 
ifideration our petition on their behalf. We are happy to 
igratulate your Majefty, that we not only cultivate reafon 
lelves, but we are daily exerting ourfelves to diffufe its influ- 
e univerfally. Our fuccefs. Sire, has been wonderful ! 
e glory in announcing to your Majefty, that, by the ufe of 
t reafon, we have difcovered that fociety is made for man's 
)pinels ; that liberty is the firft and beft gift of God to man — • 
ich it would be impious not to affert, and facrilege to furrcn- 
. In the names, therefore of liberty, of juftice, and of hu- 
nity, and for the fake of thofe, whofe cries of ' Mercy! 
Jrcy, Matter !' are ringing eternally in our ears, we petition, 
implore your Majefty, to put an end to that devilifti com- 
rce in human flefti ; which is a thoufand times more abomi- 
>le in the eyes of God and of man, than the praftice of felling 
nan flefti in Germany — ^becaufe accompanied with afts more 
foundly cruel, and more deliberately inhuman. The voice 
an immenfe majority of the whole nation has invoked the 
nanity of the Houfe of Commons for the partial abolition of 
iftice — but in vain. It was told, that the flave trade was 
uman, impolitic, and unchriftian. Eighty-eight only, out of 
Ji voted agreeable to the will of the nation for its abolition ! ! 

S f Dii 
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Did die remaining 470 mean thereby to fan<ftion ftifnimatitty 
and impolicy, and to oppofc the holy chriftian religion, fhefisa- 
damental maxim of ^vhich is, * Do unto all men af rou would 
they (hotild do unto you.* One -melancholy fadl, Jiowes'cr, ic 
has proved, that a fenfe of a majority of me people was not 
regarded in that houfe, and that juftice and humanity arc of no 
confideration, when put in competition with avarice, wealth, 
and power. But what makes humanity liiore than fhudder, out 
of the members of that houfc, who had his leg bit oiF by a 
fhark, anci whofe life was faved by a poor Negro, declared, 
that he flsould vote againft the abohtion of the ilave trade, it* 
caufc the Negroes confumed the refufe of our fiiheries* Such 
marked ingratitude, fuch unfeeling barbarity, publicly avowed 
in the Briiifh Senate, inftead of fending the author to prifoH for 
an abufe in fpeech, met with repeats applaufcs : And ^htt 
grieves us more, we find, that this very man has been appoftiCed, 
by your Maje(ly*s miniders, to fupcrintcnd theprovifionmciitoif 
the army now carryinjg on the dreadful work of human flau^ter, 
on the blood-daincd f^lds of Flanders. 

** So many bars have been thrown in the way to prevent 
the abolition of the flavc trade, by thofe unfeeling barbariam, 
who, unbluihingly, call diemfelves Slave Dealers, Weft India 
merchants andphmters : fo many obftacles having been oppofcd 
to the reclaimations of humanity in favour of the wretched — we 
petition your Majefty, in whofe hands is mercy, to rcccwi- 
mend, or command tne Britifh Senate immediately to abdifli, 
in tlie fulled manner, and without any Qualification, Negro 
Slavery in the Weft India Iflandsi»-bccauie it is infulring fp 
human nature in an age of rcafon and philofophy — becaufe it 
tends to open wide the flood-^atcs of patronage, cormptioa add 
dcpeiidance : inflames and ftimulates the fordid palfion of ava- 
rice, which is ever ready to feed ambition, to fumiHi tfai 6A 
means of engaging in ruinous, bloody, and deftruAive wan, 
by which Courtiers are enriched, and nations beggared— 
becaufe its abolition will redeem the national honour, too Vwt 
fuUicd by the trade of blood— becaufe it will promote die caufc 
of libertv, which is ftriding apace throuAout all die rcgioniof 
the world — becaufe it will avenge peacefully ages of wrotip done 
to our negro brethren — becaufe it will give to induftr^ its jrf 
latitude— becaufe it will put an end to injuftice, impolicy, cnn 
city, avarice, havoc, fpoil, and blorxl — becaufe it will covera iwd- 
titude of national fins, and, inftead of national fefts, which^ 
too frequently the dreadful preludes of blood and forrow, it wi 
be a national feaft, grateful to God, and pleafing to mao. ft 
will extend the empire of benevolence, the brotherhood of ik 
human race, and immortalixe your Majefty's reigo, for bt^ 
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fft^bliihed, on their .pureft principles, the daiip^ of j»fiice, 9syji 
tho Rights of Man." 

" The above petition, and the foUowing refolutlpiv, vrcrp 
x^ceiyed with unbounded applaufe, and witnout one diipTe^ii^ 
voice, except at tht word humbly^ which was fevcral times uied ^n 
the petition, was objected to^ and on being pyt to the yote> ^a^ - 
ppanimoufly agreed to be expunged. 

** 8. That we feel ourfelves not only aihamed, but indignant^ 
{hat the Briti(h Government ihould be actively engage^Iip thp 
traffic and flavery of human beings. 

** 9. That as no compromil'e can be made.between freedom 
and tyranny, between virtue and vit;?, juftice and injujftice, wc 
think it our duty not to confine ourfelves to the mere abolition 
-of the ilave trade, which would be facrificing a right to a con- 
^renieace, but to petition for the total emancipation of the Negro 
Slaves. 

" 10. That the petition to the King now read, for the total 
ftioA imqualihed abolition of Negro Slavery, is approved. 

*• II. That a congratulatory letter be tranfmitted to Thpma^ 
Walker, of Manchelter, on his vidlory over Church and Kjing 
nflbciations, and that the letter now read be approved. 

** 12. That the above petition and addrefs be tranfcrjbed q(1 
j^chment ; and tlut they be forwarded to Earl St^nhope^ ^np 
that be be requeued to prefent the^ addrefs and petition to hi;» 
Maj^y, 

*' 13. That the thanks of this meeting are given to all thpflj 
Juries who, in thefe inquifitorial times, have acted like freemen, 
in acquitting tbofe ot their fellow citizens who have be^ 
.brought to trial for fpeakjng what tliey thought. • 

** 14. That the proceedings of this meeting be publicly 
a4Yerti{ed and tranfmitted to the Friends of Liberty, of Jufli9C, 
^d Humanity,, throughout the kingdom. 

" ij. That a voluntary fubfcription be immediately opened, 
for defraying the expenccs attending thefe proceedings. 

** 16. I'hat the Committee of the Sheffield Conftitutipnal 
.Society bedefired to fee that the above refolution be carried into 
'^Sc^i ; and that they prepare an addrefs at the Britiih nation, 
i^planatory of the motives which have induced this meeting to 
.s^>t jijie refplutipn of no more petitioning the Houfe of Cotn-» 
riUQus on the fubjedlof Reform. 

** The.jabove refolutiojus being pafTed, and a congratujatoiy 
.I^ter to Thomas Walker, of Manchefter, read on his acquit- 
.iid.from an infamous profecution at Lancafter^ the meeting was 
^HbWed. 

" Notwithftanding the largenefs of the company, fo ;great 
^|Jvc(c Henry Yorjte's exertions, and fo clofc tlie ^ttenticyi 

S f a paid 
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paid to him, that there was fcarcely a perfon prefent who did 
not diftindily hear ; many, indeed, we are told, who were not 
heretofore remarkable for their liberality of fentiment, have ac- 
knowledged themfelves greatly enlightened by what they heaxd. 
To fhew the high fenfe entertained of Henry Yorke's ferviccs 
at this meeting, by the populace, he was-noloonerfeatedinthc 
coach which attended on him, than the horfes were taken froni 
the carriage, and the people drew him through moft of the pub- 
lic ftreets in SheflSeld, amid the acclamations of thoufands : — - 
which done, after a few admonitory words from the orator; 
every man went peaceably to his own home." 

" An Address to the British Nation. 
*' Friends and Countrymen^ 

" We have this day decided, with the exception of only one 
diffenting voice, that the Houfe of Commons fhall never again 
be petitioned by us on the fubje6l of Parliamentary Reform. * 

" We owe to the nation, to pofterity, even to foreign coun- 
tries, and to the government itfelf under which we live, aft 
expofition of our motives. To the nation we owe this dutv, 
becaufe we are of opinion, that the will of the majority of tin 
people Jhould be^ at all times^ the fufireme law ; and that if Ae 
jew diffent from the t)pinion of the many, however obligatory 
the will of the majority may be to them as a rule of a£Uon, yet 
opinion is always free and facred, the right of. man to enjoy, 
and the confcientious duty of man to difFufe. Under the fml 
conviftion of this principle, we feel ourfelvfes, at prefent, the 
minority, becaufe we are the firft to agitate the queftion, and to 
repel the monftrous idea of petitioning when our petition^ arc 
not received by the Houfe of Commons. But, we are nume- 
rous — we are many thoufands ; and as nothing opens the eyes 
of men fo much as their interefts, we demand, fellow-citizoA 
nay, we are entitled to it from our numbers, that you lend im 
attentive ear to the truths we are about to utter, and to Ae recla- 
mations we are about to make in favour of oppreffed hutnanit]f. 
Hearken unto our voice, for we think it will ftrike convidlioD; 
attend to our reafoning, for we know that your applauding ko^ 
timents will give folemnity to our meafures, and confequencc to 
our example. To pofterity this duty is owing, becaufe dwy 
will expedt juftice at our hands, liberty from our exerdoos, 
happinefs and peace from the fuccefs of our caufe. To forcifli 
countries, becaufe they will then form fome eftimate of mc 
degree of confidence which we, who live under the Britifc 

fovemment, repofe in it ; and of the affeSion, refpeft and.obc- 
ience, paid by our rulers to the Majejly of the People. Totte 
government itfelf, becaufe it will difcover, in our firm andmanl? 
tone of conduft, materials for ferious and folemn debate. « 
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vili difcover that the cxercife ef a power, underived from even 
nagifterial authority, is totally repugnant to the genius of a le- 
jiflative affembly, (which ought to be an emanation from the 
mblic will, and, therefore, obedient to it) becaufe it has a 
cadency to loofen the bands of. fubordinatioh, and to weaken 
hat reverence which fhould always be fhewn to a government 
^ich regards the condition and fulfils the mandates of its for 
rereign, the People. It will be taught a leflbn, which is fanc- 
ioned by the teftimony of both ancient and modem ftory, that 
0^hen a government contemns the people, the people will, in their 
urn, contemn the government : it will be taught that when there 
jxifts a want of confidence between the governors and the go- 
verned, confufion, the worft of national diftempers, is the iffue. 

** Our petition was received with the utmoft indignation by the 
Houfe of Commons ; which was no more than we expedled. — 
Wc knew thit the homely truths, we uttered, would be very un- 
urckome giiefts in that houfe. We never expefted that a body; 
in which there were fo many placemen and penfioners, would 
liften to the palpable fa£l:s ftated in that petition ; the ohjeSt of 
which was to root out injuftice, and to curb licentioufnefs and 
corruption. Neverthelefs, as we were called upon by our coun- 
trymen to unite with them, we thought ourfelves bound to com- 
ply with their wifties. And although our petition was difdain-. 
fully rejefted, becaufe not couched in language fufficiently polite 
and rdpeftful for the five hundred and fifty-eight gentlemen who 
fit as the Houfe of Commons, yet believe us, fellow-citizens, we 
areftill of opinion, that the matter it contained, was not onlyjuft 
and proper, but, we think, that even the language, which gave 
To mudi offence to the honourable gentlemen, was much too ' 
moderate for us. For, if the Houfe of Commons were the real 
Reprefentatives of the People, we certainly had a right to dictate, 
tod not to petition, becaufe they could be confidered in no other 
light than as the organs of the public will. And if they re- 
fufed to obey that will they would be ufurpers and not Re- 
prcfentatives. If, on the contrary, they are not the Repre- 
icntativcs of the people, what have we do with them ? If 
they arc not our Reprefentatives we cannot be their Con- 
ilituents ; and to petition thofe who are not our Reprefentatives 
as our Reprefentatives, would be a manifelt abfurdity, ,if not an 
'infultand mockery of ourfelves. However, the petition, fuch as 
it was, being tefmed difrefpedlful, was thrown out by a majority 
Of 'ig, there being 29 only who voted for its being received, and 
lo8 who voted againft it. Such imperious treatment rather gives 
Naming than ftrikes terror.- The abufe of reprefentation can 
Bevcr come in the place of a rule, for no legal power can be de- 
tircd from injury or injuftice. On this ground alone, therefore, 
tw are juftified in preferving a fullen filence in refpeft to the 
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Houfe of Commons. For if grievances, abufes, comphhmt 
and truth, are to be difcarded from that Houfe, bccaufe not dreffei 
in a gentleman-like language, how are we, plain mechanici^ 
ever to obtain redrefs, who are not gentlemen, and who are, ceo- 
fequently, ignorant of thofe polite and courtly expreffions which 
are neceflary to gain a hearing in that Houfe. We are ignoiant 
of the art of displaying truth by halves, and, as we love ^aia 
dealing ourfelves, we deteft hypocrify in others, and .pity Aak 
who would wifli us to follow their example. — We (aid to die 
•Houfe of Commons, we are wronged and aggrieved — ^will yo» 
right us, and redrefs our grievances, or will you not ?^ if you wilL 
we iball be fatisfied ; if you will not, we mall feek redrefs fow 
other way. This is the fole quefHon with us, and we put it^ if 
we thought, in amoft becoming ftyle to the Houfe of Commons. 
But, our petition being fcouted, we (hall trouble'them no moie 
with our coarfe and unmannerly language. It wfid be our duty 
to proceed, as we have uniformly done hitherto, in i|Dlig^fiCfiiiq[ 
the public mind; and, when a complete revolution Qf^cntimait 
fhall cake place (as will ihortly be the cafe) in our country, ne 
fhall open our mouths, in that key we think moft agreeable to 
ourfelves. And our voice, together with that of our dufraachiM 
countrymen, will refemble, perhaps, the thundering from Mont 
Sinai ! 

** Yes, countrvmen, we demand Equality of Rights, in which 
is included Equality of Reprefentation, without which terror ii 
law, and the obligaMons of juftice are weakened ; bccaufe oft- 
fanftioned by the facred voice of the people. We are not fpeaktiK 
of that vifionary Equality of Property, the pra£tical aflerdon m 
which would defolate the world, and replunge it into the darfaft 
and wildeft barbarifm ; but that Equality we claim, is to make 
the Slave a Man, the Man a Citizen, and the Citizen an inia|;nl 
part of the State ; to make him a joint Sovereign, and not a lub- 
je<ft ; to oblige Law, which ought to be an emana^on from tbe 
general will, to (hed irs influence, without diftini^ion, over the 
heads of all, and to reftrain or ftrike the wealthy plunderer 
equally with the more homely oflFender. We wifli to give riAl 
to him V. ho has none, and a country to him who wants one. We 
wifti to upfet the idol of injuAice, which has poured forth, fim 
its exalted throne, a deluge of forrow, and flooded the woitf 
with tears and the blood of ijts inhabitants. We dcfiie 40 fte 
wifdom demanding of miferaLic millions their wanjU^ 9bA hu- 
manity at hand to fupply them. Wedefire to fee the faofKiaiT 
of virtue erefted, and the ftandard of Liberty. planted in our Jani, 
around which the people may rally as to an Holy of Holies. In 
fhort, we deiire to fee tho altar of ILquality blaaung in JBriMb 
whofc dreams of tire, whilft they fliall ihock, coavJulfe» m' 
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ar down the rotten pillars of prejudices ; whilft they fhall con- 
ime tyrants, and terrify public delinquents ; fhall pierce into the 
eans of the whole people, and confirm the wide empire of 
UHals on the ^<rreck of fuperftition and vice. Such is our 
Equality, and fuch is the Equality which we proudly gratulatc 
ur countrymen, will fhordy be eftabliflied in Britain, and which 
ire invite you, People of Scotland, to partake of. The bgjilcv 
f the Forth, the fields of Bannockbum and CuUoden, and that 
Tribunal of Edinburgh which has difgraced your capital, fliall 
tt bc»r teftimony to the caufe for which Fletcher wrote and 
Vallace bled. 

** People of Britain, cultivate Reafon ! — enquire and you 
rtil be informed — claim your rights, and you will have them. 
rhe laurels of the victorious Patriot are diflionoured when tinged 
ivith. civic blood. Let revolution of fentiment precede rcror- 
liatioA in government and manners : Let public opinion be con- 
Sfmed, diat puWic opinion may be refpefted. When the general 
JlriH is known, it ought to be, it muft be obeyed. Rulers will al- 
iray» refpeft you, when you refpedt yourfclves : And, Oh ! fa- 
wcd Ifle I honoured in the page of hilloiy, for having cherifhed 
he flame of Liberty when it hath been fmothered throughout 
itt globe; renowned for thy Hampden, thy Sidney, and thy 
Locke — ^ftillbe the afylum of the unfortunate, and tlie refuge of 
he free ! -^Sacred love of our country ! — teach the People their 
Rig^, that they may avenge their Wrongs ! Holy flame of 
Patrioditn ! kindle witnin our breads the facred flame of Liberty, 
kad gWB us courage to aflert it ! Virtue ! teach us Mercy, that 
we may fpread far and wide the empire of Peace and Bene- 
rofence ! *' 

Crofs-Examined by Mr. GiBBS. 
. Q. You are one of the Society at SheflBeld? 

jt. Yes, Sir. • 

' €• Pfay> Sir, had your Society any ideas of overturning the 
|JOiVentaentt)f this country by force ? 

jI, No ; not that I know of. 
- Q. Had any of them, that you were acquainted with, any ideas 
oif Ottrtumiiig the government by force ? 

jf. None, that f know of. 

Q, Had you any idea of attacking the perfon or thediaraSer 
of the King ? 

^. No ; they had not. 

Q. How were they afFefted to the King ? 

J: Afled^ to the King ! why as well as any people in Eng- 



Q, Hadtl^iey any intention of overturning the Houfe of Lords 
toHutlddng in upon their privileges ? 

-^. No 
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A. No ; not to my knowledge. 

Q. What was the obje<9: of the Society ? 

-^f. A Reform in tlie Democratical part of the BritUh Coo- 
flitution. 

Q. What do you mean by the Democratical part ? 

j1. The reprelentative part — the Houfe of Commons — diat it 
all that I know. 

Q. That was the only view of your Society ? 

A, That was all. 

Q. Do yoif know of any other views in any of the other 
Societies ? 

ji. I know of no other views in any Society. 

Q. Was it the intention of your Society to obtain redre(s by 
force ? 

J. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Law. When it was agreed your motion for an Addreft 
to Parliament fhould be negatived, aid you then apprehend die 
Reform was to be obtained through the medium of Parliament ? 

ji. Sir, the meeting was of very few perfons, as I told yoa 
before. 

Q. Then you apprehend (as to the views of perfons), that 
was the objeft of the perfons by whom it was fettled, Yorkci 
Gales, and yourfelf, namely, a Reform in Parliament? 

j1. If they, or any other perfons had other views, it wasunknowB 
tome ; and 1 am certain they were unknown to the major part of 
die Society. If Yorke and Gales had fuch views, it was unknown 
to us ; but deference was paid more to them, as they took die 
leading part in ordering the affairs of the Society. 

jg. what was your reafoiis for taking a part in diis fluua 
motion ? 

ji. There arc many more befides me who arc not expert in law 
and government, and yet may approve the honeft views of dicir 
friends, confidcring diem as fuperior in underftanding. I wasSe- 
cretaiy, and therefore it became my office more than my choice* 

Q. Will you anfwer my qucflion — Why was you a party \o 
that fham motion ? 

A, I was a palfive perfon, being appointed Secretary, and re- 
ceiving a fmall allowance, I was pafldve on that acconnt, as I 
was frequently told I hiul i.o light to give my fentiments. 

j2. Do ytju know where Gales is gone ? 

y/. No, Sir ; I do not. 

Q. You have not feen or heard any thing of him ? 

A. No, 1 have not. I have been found fault with for giving 
my opinion j and I have been told 1 had no right as Seaetary «> 
do it. 

GEOEtil 
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George Widdeson, fwom. Examined by Mr. Law* 

Q. Was you a member of the Conftitutional Society at 
Bheffield? 

yi. Yes, Sir. 

Q. When did you become a member of that Society ? 

ji. Better than two years ago. 

Q: Of what divifioii was you a member of that Society > 

A. I believe we were not in divifions at that time. 

Q. But aiftcrwards were there any divifions ? 

j1. Yes. 
: Q. What divifion did you belong to ? 

yt. Number one. 

Q. Was you a Delegate ? 

ji. Part of the time. 
. Q. When was you eleSed a Delegate ? * 

A. At the time thofe divifions were firft formed* 

Q. Do you recolledl when that was ? 

A. I do not, the books will explain it. 

Q. Was it in 1792 or 1793? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Of what number might your Society confi ft, its largeft 
number ? 
. A, About 600 regular memberis* 

Q. How often were meetings of your Society hel J ? 

A, Once a fortnight. 

Q. On any particular days of the week ? 

A. Yes, there was a particular day adopted for each divifion,. 
ours, I think, was on the Tucfday or Wednefday. 

Q. How often was the general meeting of the Society held ? 

A. They were held not exaftly the fame, fometimes regular, 
fometimes not; about once a month or fix weeks. 

Q. When did you firft fee Yorke at Sheffield ? 

A, Perhaps it might be near upon two years ago. 

Q. Do you mean from the prefent time .^ 

A. Yes ; I think it is, or rather better than that. . 

Q. Towards the latter end of 1792 ? 

A. About that time. 

Q, Did you fee him at any meeting of that Society ? 

A. I faw him at feveral. 

Q. But the firft time, where did you fee him ? 

ji, I firft faw him, I thinks at a friend's houfe. 

Q. Do you recoiled when was the firft time you faw him 
in the chair ? 

A. To the beft of my recoUeftiou, when I firft faw him at 
^at public meeting, it was in Queen Street, 

Q. When was that ? 

T t A. The 
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A* The only thing I can recolledl it by was fonie little time 
after the execution of the King of France, fometime afijcr 
that. 

Q. About the beginning of 1793 ? 

A* It might be that time. ♦ 

Q. Was Yorke generally in the chair ? 

i^ I think he was generally in the chair whea he was at 
iheflteneeting^ ? 

Q.* For what time afterwards you faw him in the chair, did* 
be continue at ShefEeld, how long after ? 

A. I do not recolledl that he flopped long after that, perh^ 
two or three weeks. 

Q. When he was there, had you occafion to fee him oftea I 

A. Not very often at that time. 

Q. Do you remember meeting a Society in the Back FieUs, 
when any Delegates were eleSed ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who were elefted Delegates? 

A- Mr. Brown. 

Q. Where was he elefled a Delegate to ? 

A. To the Convention at Edinburgh. 

Q. Who was Brown ? 

A. When he came firft to Sheffield he a£led in the chara&er 
of a player, and afterwards took up the buiinefe of an at- 
torney. 

Q. He was delegated by your Society to go tp the Conventioa 
in ScotkmdP 

A. Yes. 

(g. Did he go? 

A I believe he did. 

Q. W>is he or his family fupported by your Society while he 
was gone ? 

A* 1 believe both. 

Q. Do you recoJIeS Yorke lodging at the houfe of Caw- 
thorne ? 

A. I believe I do. 

Q. When was that ? 

A. 1 believe the latter end of laft March. 

Q. I believe you attended him while he was there ?■ • 

A. Yes. 

Q. In what capacity or employment ? 
• A. As his hair-drcller. 

Q. Do you remember at any of thofe times having any coa* 
vcrfation with Yorke refpedling arms ? 

A. No, Sir ; not any there, to my knowledgjo* 

Q. Where had you, and when firlfc ? 

4. At 
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A. At a Mr; Bears, a grocer — I forget die name of the 
flreet, fomewhere about HoUis's Croft. 

<2- Did Yorke lod^e there ? 

J. Yes; he fliifted from Cawthome's to Seal's; he w,enl 
from there to Manchefter on fome bulinefs, and when he came 
back, he went to Seal's. 

g. What did he fay about arms — do you recolleS any pikes 
being mentioned? ^ ^ 

A. Yes, we frequently fpoke about pikes. \ . . 

Q. What converfation had you with him about them ? ' 

A. We feemed to agree there was a neceflity for their being 
made. 

Q. Did he give you any di reft ion refpedling the making any 
part ? 

A, He did not diredlly give any orders. 

Q. Then in what manner did he ; did he indireftly, if not di- 
Tc£tly ? 

A, I recolleft one thing, he defired me to underftand Mr. 
Gales would take a dozen for his own defence, if I made any ; 
whether he had that order from Mr. Gales, or any body elfe, J 
don't know. 

Q. Did you make any for Gales ? 

A. Yes, 1 did. 

Q. What part did you make ? 

A. The handles. 

C« What quantity ? 

A- About a dozen, or a dozen and an half. 

Q. What time did you make them ? 

A* I cannot recolledl the particular time, I believe it was the 
beginning of April. 

Q. Did you flie a- the fhaft to Yorke ever ? 

A. Yes ; I took one with me when 1 went to drefs him one 
morning, to afk his opinion of it. 

g. What did he fay to it ? 

A, He faid it would do, or fomething like that. 

i2- Have you any other employment than a hair-drefler ? 

A, I was a turner. 

Q. Then youunderftood the manner of making the tiding that 
was direSed ? 

•A. Yes, Sir, 

<2- Did he give you any direftion as to the kngth of thefe 
ihafrs or pike handles ? 

A. I cannot recoUeft that he did. 

Q. What was the fize of the pike handle you carried to 
faim ? 

A^ About feven feet long. 

Tta C. !• 
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Q- Was that the form and fize which he approved ? 

A. Yes. . 

Q. Did he ever put on the pike head to tlie fhaft in your pre? 
fence ? 

J. No, Sir. 

Q, Was you to have fitted them yourfelf ? 

ji. I was to have done it, if I had gone on with the bufinefs. 

Q. Had you any converfation refpefting the progrefs you 
made how you got on with thein ? 

ji. Yes ; he afked me fome few times how I went on. 

Q, When you went to drefs hifti he aiked you from time tq 
time how you was going on ? 

^. Yes^Sir ; fome few times. 

Q. Did he tell you where fome pike heads were left foi' them ? 

^. No ; I do not recoiled he did. 
• Q. .Where were the pike heads to come from if you got 
any? . . • 

ji. From one Davidfon. 

Q. Were any hoops ufed about tlie pikes ? 

j{. Yes ; there was a hoop put on at the end. 

Q. Who provided thofe for the Ihafts you made ? 

^. I provided thofe hoops. 

Q. Who gave you any diredlions refpeding the hoops ? — ^ — 
Were they iron hoops ? 

J. Yes. 

Q. Where was you to get the materials ? 

y^. I got fome that I had from file heads. 

Q. Did you do it upon your own credit ? 

jI Yes, Sir. 

Q. You did nothing more than make the fhaft and put on thefc 
hoops? 

A. No, Sir. 

Q. I believe you afterwards withdrew yourfelf from the 
Society ? 

ji. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Did you affign the reafons to Yorke for withdrawing 
yourfelf ? 

A I did. 

Q. What converfation pafTed between you and Yorke refpeA- 
ing your withdrawing yourfelf from the Society ? 

yf. I told him one morning, when I went to drefs him, that I 

diought \ve were going too far in refpeft to our proceedings. — 

He afked me ia what ; 1 told him in refpeft to univerfal fuffrage. 

Q, Did you, on account of your diflike of thofe proceedings 

withdraw yourfelf from being a member of that Society ? 

^ J. Yesi 
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A. Yes ; not io much for that, hut I was convinced in my 
jQwn mind it would carry us too far by drawing in fo great a 
number of people to give their voices for members of Parliament 
Ijefore they wore acquainted with the bufinefs. 

jQ. When was this ? 

A. In April laft. 

Q. Had you any converfation with Davidfon about the 
pikes ? 

A, Yes, fcveral times. 

<2. What did he fay ? 

A. I never underftood any thing further from him, but that 
diey were made to defend ourfelves. 

V. I3id you undcrftand what number had been made ?. 

A- I did not, 1 was almoft the firfl: that made the handles. 

Q. Did any body elfemakc any ? 

A. Only nie, 1 believe. 

Q. Did Davidfon, or any body elfe, fhew you any of the'pikes 
that were to be put upon thofe fliafts ? 

A. Yes, Sir ; I have feen pikes, there were two or three 
when my fhafts were took. 

Q. Can you defcribc the fize and length ? 

A, They were about eight inches in length, and, perhaps, one 
and a quarter in the broadeft part. 

Ql. But yours had not been fitted on ? 

^ No, Sir. 

Crofs-Examination by Mr. GiBBS. 

Q. Pray Mr. Widdefon in thefe proceedings at Sheffield, were 
you an enemy to the King or his authority? 

^. No, Sir; God forbid that Ifhould! 

Q. Do you know any body concerned in this Society, that had 
any intent to attack the power cr perfon of the King ? 

A' Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Would you have continued in the Society if you had any 
apprehenfion fuch were the intentions of that Society ? 

A, No, I would not. 

Q,, You did continue in that Society a confidcrable time ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. You talked of univerfal fuffrage — ^whofe plan was it ? 

A. It firft originated upon what was drawn up by the Duke 
of Richmond. 

Q. This is die letter the Duke wrote to Colonel Sharman — 
tell me if that is the letter that was read to your Society fre- 
quently, and upon which your Society afted ? 

A. Yes. 

(2- Is that tlie letter ? (Shews the letter to the whnefs.) 

A. Yes, 
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A. Yes, Sir ; and I believe that to be the general idea we 
bad at that time, becaufe we thought there would be no odier pbn 
fafficiently effedual to reform the Conftitution. 

Q, This Reform you wanted to produce in die Houfe of 
Commons, was, that it fhouldbc made, as was originally intended 
by the Conftitution ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Had you any idea it was to be done by force ? 

A. No, never ; I had not any idea of that kind. 

Q. Do you know that any other member of tlie Society bad 
any fuch intentions ? 

A. No ; I do not. 

Q. Did you underftand it was in agitation from any memberf 
of the Society ? * 

A. No ; 1 did not. 

Q. You fay, you afterwards left the Society, that is, you after* 
•wards withdrew yourfelf ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. I think you told me the only ground was, you altered your 
opinion as to the expediency of univerfal fuflFrage? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

C. You altered upon that ground ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that was your only ground ? 

A, Yes ; that was t:#2 principle one. 

Q. Now, Sir, you have been afked aboyt tliofe pikes,- you had 
ioftrudtions from fome one, who told you that a man of the name 
of (jalcs would take a dozen of pike-lhafcs from you, if you 
would make them ? , 

A.^ Yes. 

{I. Were thefe pikes to be made for any other purpofe than 
to defend yourfelvcs from attacks which you had reafon to be- 
lieve would be made upon you ? 

A. Yes ; I had real on to believe there would be attacks, for 
fome people that came from town fwore vengeance againfl him 
on account of his ptipcrs. t reiTiemlxir upon a particular occa* 
lion, upon fcjme news comi^ to Sheffield, that GiUes*s houfd 
was actually attacked by a rtimber of people, and his friends 
were under the necefliry of coining to defend him, and chat was 
what I underftood they wanted thofc arms for. 

O, Several of his friends were obliged to defend lum ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And upon that account the pikes were provided, to' dcfeni 
bim and his friends from funilar attacks f 

A. Yes ; I underftood it in that fight ; from whatever I know 
a of 
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of Gales I have reafon to believe he had no other intention him- 
felf. 

Q, You heard there was an attack upon -Gales ? 
-^. Yes ; I have heard it from refpeilable witneflcs that were 
there who did fee it, it was well known in the town that fuch a 
thing pafled, there were butchers and other dcfcriptions of peo- 
ple that went and threatened him, bullied him very much, once 
and more. 

Q. I want to know whether you have not heard people of 
the oppofite party, in SheflBeld, declare in terms if there was to 
be an invaiion, they would firft fall upon you ? 
-^. Yes, I have. 

Q. Now do you, in your confcience, believe the only caufc of ' 
making and preparing the pikes was, that an attack was really- 
apprehended from the other party upon Gales, and thofe of hi$ 
opinion ? 

ji. I believe that is the only ground upon which they ever wag 
made at all, as far as I can learn. 

Q, Pray do you recoUedt any inftance when the houfe ia 
which you lived yourfelf was attacked and threatened ? 
^. No, Sir ; I cannot fav that I do. 

Q, No, that was a- miftake of mine ; had you any idea either 
of your own, or did you conceive from any thing you heard from 
any people that belonged to this Society, that tliol'e pikes were to 
be applied for any purpofe againft the power of government ? 

^. No ; I never underftood it in that light ; I believe Mr. 
Burke, Thomas Paine, and another man, was the principal caufc 
of it alL 

Q. Who was the third perfon you fpcak of ? 
^. I forget his name — ^he was drunk — but I believe he is a 
parfon. 

Q. How did you learn that ? 

ji. From the inflammatory letter he publiflied in the paper 
called the Courrant. 

Q, What was that paper to do ? 

jf. Recommending^jthe people, called by the nanie of Arifto- 
crats, to take. Aip^ arms and exterminate us ; there is a book that 
vras feized, and is now in the hands of the Privy Council, that 
contains an account of all thofe particular papers publiihed. 

Mr. Law. You have faid, I think," Mr. Widdefon, there , 
"wcrc fome perfons threatened you that, in cafe of an invaiion, 
they would firft fall upon you ? 
Jf.. Yes, Sir. 

(^. Will you name thofe perfons who did threaten you, that in 
cafe there was an invaiion they would fall upon you — name any 
^ae of them ? 

A> I can 
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. A. I can only recollecSl one, and as we had fo many dHputes that 
originated about politics, I cannot charge my memory with any 
but with one of the perfons who is in the affociation at Shefc* 
field. 

Q. Who is it? 

A. It is William Pritt. 

Q. Was any body by ? 

A. I don't know, Sir, whether there was or not ; I believe it 
was at his own houfe, before we met very much in parties. 

C- When was it ? 

A. It was fometime before the armed affociation began* 

C. How long ago might it be ? 
* A* It may be a twelvemonth ago, or pretty near- 

Q. No pikes were prepared till March laft ? 

A. No, Sir. 

Q. That threat did not very much very frighten you ? 

^. No ; I cannot fay it did— I have been told by the people^ 
the fame tlireats were made ufe of or fimilar ones in other com- 
panies. 

Q. Do you remember any perfon who threw out thefe threats 
in the different companies you was in ? 

A, I don't know any in particular. 

g. Name any one that threw out fuch a threat, befide Pritt ? 

A, As I never expedled this would be called into a Court of 
Juftice, 1 never took notice of them. It is only general con- 
verfation I fpeak of thefe things from. 

Q. Did you or Gales, or any perfon, who might be the ob- 
je6l of thofe threats, ever apply to any magiitrate for pro- 
tedioo ? 

A, No, I cannot fay that we did, becaufe it was very fcU 
dom they could have juftice done to theni ; and it was very leldom 
they were there. 

Q. Does not Mr. Williamfon, a magiftrate, refide very near 
the town ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Qj. Do you remember him coming into the town at the head 
of fome dragoons, to reftorc peace there ? 

A. There was no difturbance, Sir. 

(g. Was not a houfe fet fire to, and begun to be pulled down; 
and was not a perfon executed for that a6k ? 

A, It was not till after their coming this riot begun — ^therc 
was no riot before he brought the foldicrs. 

Q. Then the riot was occafioned, and the houfe fet on fire, by 
Mr. Williamfon and the foldiers ? 

Mr. Gibbs, My Lord, I do moft humbly beg your Lord- 

ihip'ft 
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fliip's prote<^ion of the witnefs — T fhould rather fay ffie pro- 
teftion of the gentleman that ftands at the bar. Mr. Law is 
putting it into the mouth of this witnefs that Mr.Wiikinfon, and 
the troops he brought with him, fet fire to the houfe when they 
came into the town. 

Mr. Law. I did not put it into the mouth of the witneft, nor 
will I ever fugged to any witnefs that which is not true. I aiii 
alking the witnefs whether he can take upon him to fay there 
was no riot in the town till Mr. Wilkinfon and the dragoons 
came. I am afking him if they occafioned the riot ; and I 
a(k him if a houfe was not fet on fire, and whether a man wa^ 
no I executed for it. 

Lord Prefident. The objeftion is, that inftead of afking. him, 
whether Mr. Wilkinfon and the dragoons fet fire to the houfe^ 
you ftated they did fet it on fire, which is not die way to afk a 
queflion. 

Mr. Law. You faid there was no riot till Mr. Wilklnfoa 
and the dragoons came, and that it was occafioned by them ? 
^. I believe they principally occafioned it. 
Lord Prefident, Do you mean tliat it provoked the people^ 
and that Wilkinfon and the dragoons made it ? 

-^. The principal occafion of the riot vcas owing to taking in 
part of the Common, the people rofe upon that, and in cotafe-> 
quence of that they brought the troops to proted them in doing 
it, which enraged the minds of the lower people. 

Mr. Law. You fay you could not have had juftice by appli- 
cation to the magiftrates — Did you ever apply to any magiilrate 
in the neighbourhood for protection and was refufed ? 

^. There are people that have ; and I myfelf have upon on* 
occafion and more. 
Q. By whom ? 

ji. I applied to Mr.Wiikinfon, but when the caufecame onto 
be heard, he did not happen to be on the bench ; and Mr. Hay-' 
thorpe decided it. I was in a public houfe, and we happened to 
have a difpute upon politics ; as ufual, we got from one thji^ ta 
another, a quarrel began, and they tumbled me down flairs, aud 
my money dropped out of my pocket. Mr. Haythorpe took 
their part and connived at it ; the people offered me the money 
again, and he faid he would fet me in the pillory if I ever came 
to make fuch a complaint again. 

Q. Y^'U faid you was proceeding upon the Duke of Rich* 
mond's plan ? 
ji. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Are the works of Mr. Paine read in your Society ? 
Ji. Yes, Sir, fome parts have been read there. 
Q. You did not proceed upon his plan ? 
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A, We approved of a great part of his work, becaufe it tra^ 
.written upon the principles of liberty and freedom ; but there 
were parts which no one of us underftood ; and 1 don't think he 
-himfelf did. 

Q. Did you proceed upon the Duke of Richmond's plan? 

A. We went upon the Duke of Richmond's plan at the firft 
beginning. 

Q. You did not deviate from that to Mr. Paine's plan ? 
. - A. No, Sir. 

Mr. Qibbs. You approved of the Duke of Richmond's plai^ 
and like wife fo much of Mr. Paine's work as fell in with that 
plan P 

A. Yes, Sir. 
. Q. You faid, that at the time you attended the Jufticc, the 
4)C0ple who had got the money from you offered it to you befoic 
the Juftice. 
,L^. ..Yes, they tendered it down, and he offered it to mehim- 
felf. . . 

Mr. Solicitor GennaL We (hall now produce a letter, founJ 
ixi thcpofleffion of Mr. Hardy. 

Q. (To Mr. GurnelU Jhewing him a fiajier.) Look at diat, 
when; did you find it ? 

A, In the poffcffion oif Mr. Hardy. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

" Addreffed to Citizen Hardy, No. 9, Piccadilly, London. 

" Sheffield^ April 2Ae, 1794. 
« Fellow Citizens, 

" The barefaced Ariilocracy of the prefent Adminiftration has 
made it neceflary that we ftiould be prepared to'adl on the dc- 
fenfive againft any attack they may command their newly annc<i 
minions to make upon us. A jJan has been hit upon, and, if en- 
couraged fufficiently, will, no doubt, have the effeit of fumifting 
a quantity of pikes to the i>atriots, great enough' to make diem 
formidable. The blades are made of fteel, tempered and poliiheJ 
after art approved form. They may be fixed into any fhafts; 
but fir ones are reccfnmended, of the girth of the accompanyiflg 
hoops at the top end,*and about an inch more at the bottom. V^ 
blades and hoops, more than which cannot be properly fcnt to 
any great di(ftnce, will be charged one (hilling. Money to be 
fent with the order. As the inftitution is in its infancy, imme- 
diate encouragement is neceflary. 

*' Struck through in the f " Orders may be fent to the S*rctary 
Original. \ of the Sheffield Conflitutional Society. 

(Signed) " Richard Davidsok." 

" To prevent pod fufpicion, dired to Robert Moody, Joined* , 
China Square, Sheffield." 
. ^ . Mr. 
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Mr. Solicitor General. We fhall now produce another lettcr» 
found in the pofleflion of Mr, Hardy, to ihew the purpofe the 
pikes were made for. 

Q. ' {To Gurntlly Jhewing him a paper,) Where did you 
find that ? 

A, 1 found this in the pofleflion of Mr. Hardy, 
[Read by the Ckrk of the Court.) 
" Addrefled to the Secretary of the Norwich Patriotic Society, 
*' Fellow Citizens, 

*' The barefaced Ariftocracy of the prefent Adminiftration 
has made it neceflary to prepare to ad upon the defenfive, in cafe 
of any attack upon the patriots. 

** A plan has been formed for carrying into effe(ft this neceflary 
bufinefe. Pike- blades are made with hoops for the 1 hafts to nt 
the top ends ; the bottom end of the fhafts rtiould be about an 
inch thicker^ and fir is recommended for the ftiafts, feledtcd by 
perfons who are judges of wood. The blades and hoops will be 
ibid at the rate of one ihilling, properly tempered anApolifhed, 
The money fent with the orders. 

(Signed) " Richard Davidson. - 

^* Dire£l to Robert Moody, China Square, Sheffield, to pre* 
vent the Poft Mailer's fufpicion." 

Lord Prejident. (To IViddeJon.) What bufinefs was David- 
fon ? ' 

A. A printer, My Lord. 

Mr. Solicitor General. My Lord, a letter of the 27th of . 
March was read, which fays, " I have to inform you that a 
general meeting of the Society will be h«ld on Monday the 14th 
April, the place to be announced by public advertifement ;*' ^nd 
your Lordihips will recolleft Martin was a member of that So- 
ciety, and that he wrote a letter upon that occaCon, which was 
correaed by Mr. Tooke. I am now going to produce to your 
Lordftiip, that paper prepared by Mr. Martin for the purpofe of 
the refolutions to be entered int6 upon that day, namely, the 14th 
of April, not the fame as were aftually entered into, but thofe 
diat were prepared to be entered into. 

Mr. Gilifs. It has been determined that every thing found in 
the pofleflion of any man living, may be given in evidence, in 
order to fliew a general plot ; therefore, there is, no doubt, this 
•nay be read. The ground upon which the Court has decided 
^s to be evidence, and why it was admiffible, is that Mr. Martin 
'^ a member, and every thing that he has ever done, fince he 
^*^ a member, isevidence againft Mr. Tooke, 

Lord Prejident. To ftate it correftly, every thjng he ha« 
pone (he being a member), with relation to the general fubjeft, 
w evidence with refpe£l to that only ; it is a different propofition 
^fay any thing done by him is evidence. 

• U u 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Gibhs. Yes, My Lord, any thing is admiffiblc evidence 
tbey can Ihape for this cafe, and not only the a£ts of the members 
of this Society, but of any man in the world, is evidence, as I am 
tpld. 

Lord Prejident. The afts of any man that is proved to have 
taken a part in the general tranfadtion, whether it effe6\s Mr. 
Xooke or not, is evidence. 

Mr. Glbbs, I mentioned it to fliut out occafional obfer- 
vations. 

Mr, Tooke. My Lord, I beg leave to fay, I believe my 
learned Counfel being engaged in conlultation, were both out of 
Court when Mr. Solicitor General prefaced an account of the 
paper which he is going to read, witli Mr. Martin being a mem- 
ber of the Conl'itutional Society, and that he had been nomi- 
liated by me, without mentioning the date or time of his becoming a 
member of the Society ; this letter relates to a very late date, 
and he prefaces the introduction of this letter with Martin be- 
ing a meipber of the Conftitutional Society, and tliat he was 
jiominaccd by me ; I underftand to that preface, without rc» 
markii^^ date??, Mr, Gibbs objected, 

l,ord Prefident, If that is not the original objedtion, it is 
certainly a very proper improvement upon it. 

Mr. Solicitor General, I did no more than ftate to your Lord- 
ihip, Mr. Martin was connected with this tranfadtion, to pro- 
duce the letter, it being evidence. 

Q. (To Mr. Skaw^ Jluwing him a papr.) Where did 
you find ^lat paper ? 
• J. Ax Mr. Thelwairs. 

Evan Evans, fwom. Examined by Mr. Law, 

C. Whpfe hand-writing is that ? (Jliewing him a Jiajur.) 

J. Mr, Martin's. 

g. iDid you ever hear Mr. Martin read it prior to the I4dx 
April,? 7 94? 

J. Yes, Sir, 

Q. Where did you hear him read it ? 

yt. I heard him read it to Mr. Pearce. 

Q. Whcrp did he read it > 

j1. In the King's Bench. 

Q. What did he fay concerning it, when be read it ? 

J. I cannot fay \ he read fometbing about taking op armi 
againft the King. 

Q, W hat did he fay about it ? 

J. He de{ired ^![r. Pearce to take tbofe refolutions to Qhalk 
Farm. 

Q. Did he fay what was their purpof(^ ? 

j1. I cannot recoiled. 

Q. What did he de£re him to do ? 
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A. To take thofe refolutions to Chalk Farm ; it was intended 
to tneet in a room in Tottenham Court Road, but it was tliought 
to \^ too fmall, and he defired him to return as foon as the meet- 
ing was over. 

Q. Did he read them over ? 

A. He did to Pearce and another man in the room. 

Q. Did he fay any thing about them ? 

A. Mr. Pearce, when he came back, faid the refolutions were 
agreed to. 

Q. Did Martin fay any thing refpefting them ? 

A. He faid he had wrote the refolutions for Chalk Farm, and 
that he had put plenty of Kian-pepper in them, and if they would 
follow his advice there would be plenty of warm work* 

Crofs-Examined by Mr. Tooke. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Gay ? 

A. Yes, Sir ; perfedly well. 

Q- Do you know where Mr. Gay live^^ or did live ? 

A. I cannot recolleft, but I believe it is fomewhere about St. 
James's. 

Q. Have you not faid it is Duke-ftreet, St. James's ? 

A. I am lure I have not faid fo pofitively, but that I believed 
fo. 

Q. What made you believe fo ? 

A. I have often heard him talk that he lived fomewhere near 
St. James's. 

Q. What is Mr. Gay ? 

A. He is in the perfumery bufinefs. 

Mr. Tooke. My Lord, I beg pardon for afking queftions fo 
feemingly unimportant, but I underftand, from good authority, 
that Mr. Attorney General, when I was not prefent, pledged 
himfelf that this was the Mr. Gay I had nominated to be a mem- 
ber of the Society for Conftitutional Information ; perhaps 
your Lordfhips may recolleft it ftamped a prejudice upon me, it 
was in all the public papers, and I don't find, that that circum- 
ftance is now brought forward. It is not imprudent, in a feri- 
ous Court, to hear a fhort ftory when it is properly introduced. 
There is one Nicholas Gay, Elq. a gentleman it is well known, 
yrhofe cuftom it is to travel all over Europe — This gentleman's 
name is Nicholas, and he was nominated by me as a member of 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, and I believe that will 
afford a ftrong conclufion it is not the perfon here fpoken of. Mr. 
Nicholas Gay did dine about a year ago, at the Society for 
Conftitutional Information ; he was then talking of going to 
Kuftia, where I believe he is at prefent. 

Mr. Law. Has this any reference to the examination ? 

Lord 
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LordPreJtdent. To be fure it has no reference to the exa- 
mination, and therefore if you inliil upon it, I niuft deiire Mr. 
Tooke to refrain. 

Mr. Gibbs. There has been given in evidence fomething of 
a Mr. Gfiy, who was mentioned m 2l letter. 

Mr. looke, Mr. Evans, do you know whether there exifU 
a man of the name of N icholas Gay f 

ji. His name is Richard Gay, that I know. 

Q, Did you ever hear there was fuch a man as Mr. Nicholai 
Gay ? 
• ^. No. 

Q. Do you know, whether tliis Richard Gay ever fpends his 
time in travelling abroad ? 

ji. I^Jo, that 1 cannot tell ; I never heard it. 

j2- Did you ever hear he had been, or intended to go to 
Riiiiia ? 

J. No ; I did not. 

Q, Did you ever hear he had dined with, the Conftitutional 
Society ? 

A. 1 cannot fay, Sir. 

Q. Perhaps you have never heard of Mr, Nicholas Gay ? 

yl. ] never heard the name mentioned. 

Q, You know Mr. Richard Gay > 

A, I have leen him fever a I times. 

Q. Then you may have heard him talking of a dinner of the 
Society, he being a member ? 

A, He was belonging to fome fociety with Mr. Martin — I 
believe he was a kind ot meffenger. 

Q Did you ever hear him or any body talking of his dining 
at the Societv for Conflitutional Information. 

A, No; f never did. 

g. Did you ever hear, or did any perfon ever hear this Mr. 
- Richard Gay talking of his travelling. 

A. No, Sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear him fay, a ftrange accident happened to 
him, namely, upon his talking of travelling fomewhere, a fpy or 
informer, hearing the couverfation, went about and enquired 
where that gentleman was going ; upon which fome perfon 
anfwercd, upon my honour he is going much farther than 1 dare 
to fay.<— You have not heard that ? 
. A^ No, Sir. 

Mr. Laix:. Do you know whereabouts Gay lives ? 

A, Somewhere about St. James's. 

Q. {To Mr. Jl'cilker^ Jhevjing him a pajier,) Look at that 
papei.— <lo you know Mr. Martin's hand-writing ? 

A. 1 do. 

g. Dkl 
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Q. Did you ever fee him write ? . 

^. I have ; and I believe this to be his hand- writing. 
{Reaii by the Clerk of the Court.) 
** At a general meeting of the London Correfpondiag Society, 

held at », on Monday, the 14th day of April, 1794. 

" Citizen , in die Chair. 

*' Refolved, That all fcvereign, legiflative, and judicial 
powers are the rights of the people ; and though the people 
have delegated thofe their original powers to others, in truft, for 
the benefit of the community, yet the rights themfelves are re- 
ferved by the people, and cannot be abfolurely parted with by 
the people to thofe perfons who are employed to conduA the 
bufinefs of the ilate. 

** Refolved, That the Conftitution of England is held by die 
King, Lords, and Commons, and other omcers appointed hj 
the people, in truft, for the benefit of the people ; and thougQ 
thefe truftees may regulate and improve the conftitution, yet they 
cannot alter or fubvert it without committing treafon againft the 
nation. 

" Refolved, That Magna Charta, or, the Great Charter of 
the Liberties of England^ made in the reij^n of King John ; the 
Petition of Rights^ affented to by Parliament in 3ie reign of 
King Charles the Firft ; and the feveral laws made ^ and in 
coniequcnce of die Glorious Revolution, in the year 1688, are 
declaratory of thofe parts of the conftitudon of England, vvhidi 
are in ancl by them refpeClively declared. 

** Refolved, That the office of King-ei England, was nof 
inftituted by the people merely as an o^ce of profit and honour 
to the King \ but he was fo appointed as chief truftee, and 
guardian of the Conftitution and Rights of the People ; and 
that important and laborious perfonal duties are annexed to the 
regal office, the objedts of which are, to promote the good of 
the people, and preler\'e their rights in full vigour from innovaiioia 
and corruption. 

** Refolved, That it is die duty of the King to preferve the 
Conftitution of England and die Rights of the People againft 
^ery encroachment ; and, in order to enforce that duly, the 
following oath is required to he taken by every King on his 
acceflion to the throne of Great-Britain ; to wit. The Archbi- 
fbop or Biihop ftiall fay — " Will you. iblemnly promiie and iwear 
to govern the people of this Kingdom of England, and the domi- 
nions thereunto belonging, according to the ftatuies in Parlia- 
ment agreed on, and the laws and cuftoms of the fame r" 

** 1 he King or Queen (hall fay, •' I folemiily proncunce fo 
to do." Arclibiihop or Biftiop — ''Will vou to your power 
caufe law and juftice in mercy to be executed in all your judg- 
ments ?'* Aniwer. ** I will." 
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" After this, the King or Queen, laying his or her hand on 
the holy gofpelj /hall fay, " The things which I have before 
promifed 1 will perform and keep ; fo help me God : — and then 
ihall kifs the hook^^ 

" Refolvcd, That his prefent Majefty King George die 
Third, on his acceflion to the throne of thcfe realms, did 
folemnly take the faid oath. 

" Refolved, That the Conflitutional Rights of the people 
have been violated, and that it is the duty otthe people, in the 
prefent crifis, to aflfcmble and enquire into the innovations or 
infringements which have been made upon the rights of the 
people, and how far the declarations of the Conftitution, as 
thev were fettled at the aforclaid revolution, remain in force, 
and which of them have been violated, and by whom ; and alfo 
whether fuch innovations, infringements, or violations, have 
been comirittcd from the negligence or corruption of thofewho 
have been trufled witli the government of the ftatc. 

** Relolved, That this fociety do invite tlie people to meet in 
their refpc£live neighbourhoods, to eledt one or more perfon or 
pcrfons as delegates, to meet in a ponvention, to be held on 

the day of next, at fuch place as ftiall be appointed 

by the Secret Committee of this Society, and that the dele- 
gates elefted do fordiwith tranfmit to the fecretary of this foci«ty, 
No. 9, Piccadilly, London, the vouchers of their feveral elct- 
fibns, in order that the place of meeting may be duly notified to 
them, 

'* Refolved, That it is the right and bounden duty of the peo- 
ple to puniih all traitors againft the nation, and that the follow- 
ing words are now not a part of the oath of allegiance ; to wit, 
* 1 ileclare k is not lawful, upon any pretence whatever, to take 
arms againfttlic King.*' 

Q. (fo LaiZUJiy //tewing him a Jiaficr.) Where did you get 
that? 

A' I found it in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
** At a general meeting of die London Correfponding Society, 
held on the Green, at Chalk Farm, on Monday the 14th 
of April, 1794; J. Lovett, in the Chair: The following 
letters were read : 
** To die Chairman of the Society of tl»e Friends of the 

People. 
" Sir, 

** At a crifis fo important as the prefent, there needs no apo- 
logy on the part of the London Correfponding Society, for 
tiiareiiing itielf to all other allbciatcJ iociciics, who have iit 
view the fame objcdl as themfclves. 

u To 
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" To the Society of the Friends of the Feoi|)e» arguments 
are not wanting to Ihew the irnportance and ahlolute neceiEty 
of a full and fair Rcprcfentation of the people of Great Britain. 
They have invelHgated the fubjeit for tliemiclvcs ; they have 
expofed to the world a feries of plain and inJiiputable fads, 
which muft excite in the mind of every man well dilpofcd to his 
country, apprehenfions of alarm for the fccunty of the few 
remaining vefiiges of liberty, from wiiich, as Britons, we 
derive coniolation. 

" Deeply inipreffed wiih conliderations of this nature, the 
London Copre|p.>nduig Society eameftlyiolicits, at this time, 
the concurrence and affiftance of the SJbiety of the Friends 
of the People, in affembling, as ipeediiy as the nature 
of the buiinefs will admit, a convention of the Friends of 
Freedom, for the purpofe of obtaining, in a legal and conftitu- 
tional method, a full and efFeftual Reprelentation. 

** Our requefl is not mad^ from the impreflions of the mo- 
ment, but after the maturefl: delibera ions on the value and im- 
portance of the objeft for which we are contending, and of the 
difficulties we may expc-6l from thofe whole prefcnt intercfts 
render them hoftiie to tfie welfare of their c(mntry. 

" The oppofition of fuch perfons is no fmall argument for 
the goodnefs of our caufe ; arid their late condudt, when com- 
pared with their fornier piofeflions, exhibits a depravity, unpa- 
ralleled, we truft, on the page of hiftory. 

*' Under the aufpices of apoftate reformers, we have lately 
beheld ferious and alarming encroachments on the liberties of 
the people. 

" We have feen, with indignation and horror, men legally 
and peaceably affembled, difpened by unconflitutional powers, 
and their papers feizcd. 

*' We have feen fome of our moft virtuous brethren, whofc 
only crime has been an imitation of Mr. Pitt, and his affociatcs, 
fentenced to fourteen years tranfportation, without the fan6lion 
•of law or even of precedent, of wliich number, one was held 
up in the Britifli Parlianient, as conviftcd and condemned, before 
he was even put upon his trial. 

** The infiduous attempts alfo to introduce foreign troops into 
this country, without the <;onfent of Parliament, and the intended 
bill to embody foreigners into hi^/Iajefly's fervice, are meafures 
fufficiently calculated to awaken our fears for the exiftence even 
of the name of liberty. Nor can we overlook that part of the 
prefent fyftem of corruption which maintains, out of the public 
plunder, a train of fpies, more dangerous to focicty than fo 
many affaflins, whofe avowed bufmefs is to deftroy the 
friends of the country, one by one. 

X X «' Thefe 
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" Thefe are grievances which demand immediate redrefs, and 
when added to thofe evils which are neceffarily connecSted with 
every- pat tial Reprefentation of the people, call lor the flrenu- 
ous exertions of every lover of his country. 

" jBut we are told that the prefent is not the time for Reform, 
and that innovation may introduce diftuibance. Are thoieper- 
fons to judge of the proper time to malce a Reform, who exift 
only.by corruption ? ^ Are the people of l^ritain to endure evny 
thing without repining ; wiihout ardently leeking a radical 
Reform, becauie difturbances may happen ? Have the enemies 
to reform told us whence ihele didurbances are to originate? 
Has a fmgle overt aS: been committed by the Friends to Iree- 
dom } Have not all the riots, all the public difturbances, all 
tlie'feditious afleml^lies, been excited by the enemies to Reform ? 
And do they mean to tell us, that they will {bil fiid other im ru- 
men: -^ for cheir \ucked defigns ; that they have yet thole who 
, will adt over again the outrages that have been- perpetrated in 
fome parts of Britain, and aacir.p'.e*! in others ? 

** If fuch is the determination of thofe perfons hoftile to a 
fair Reprefentation, let them look to the ccn cf;uences, but let 
'them recoliedl that it has happened, and may htppen again, that 
thofe who kindled the flames have pcrifhecl by ihem. 

" The Friends to Reform are friends to peace, their prin- 
ciples can be promoted only by peaceable m.eans, they knc^w of 
no other method of obtaining the objcdt thty defire. But they 
will not be alarmed by the threats of venal apoftates, they ^ ill 
not draw back becaufethey have (cen fome ot their btft tri.nds 
doomed to exile. They will purfue the courfe in which they 
have begun, and turn neither to the righ rr t. 'l',e lef:. 

'' Convinced, as the London C(yrrefpondiii- Sck icty is, that 
as tliere is no power which ought, fo tlierc is no p(Aver which 
can finally withftand die juft and fteady demands of a people 
refoivcd to be free ; they will therefore Icjok with confidence to 
the decermiriaiion, and they hope to the co-operation ul the So- 
ciety of the Friends of the People, in the attainment of an* 
object which involves the deareft interefts of fociety. 

" Convinced alio, that their inientions are of the pureft kind, 
they will never ftoop to anfwer the calumnies of their enemies ; 
but will at all times, and in all circumftances, endeavour, by 
iirmn''fs and perfeverance, to deferve the countenance and ap- 
probation of the heft friends of their country, t/je fr'mids of a 
fair Re/irefentation of the Peo/ile of Greiit-Bntain, 
"- I am. Sir, 
" For the London Correfponding Society, 
«* April 4, 1794. *' Thomas Hardy, Secretary.*' 

" Commictee- 
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" Committee-Rooms, Frith-ftreet, April 11, 1794. i 

" Sir, 

" Your letter of the 4th inftant, addreffed to Mr. Sheridan, 
Chairman of the Friends of the People, was laid before that * 

fociety at their meeting, on Saturday laft : and they inftrudted ^ 

their Committee to thank the London Correfponding Society for 
their communication, and to exprefs the alarm they feel, in com • 
mon with every friend of liberty, at the late extraordinary pro- ' 

ceedings of government, fo ably detailed, and fo juftly repro- 
bated by your fociety. They affure you, that all the Friends of f 
Reform may look with confidence to the determination of co« *- 
operation of this fociety in every peaceable and conftitutiona^l 
meafure, which fhall appear to them calculated to promote the 
objeCi of their inftitution ; but they do not think that which is 
recommended in your letter, is likely to ferve its profefled 
purpofe. They fear it will furniih the enemies of Reform with 
the means of calumniating its advocates,, and fo far from for- 
warding the caufe, will decer many from co.untenancing that 
which they approve. For thefe reafons, the Friends of the 
People mufr decline to fend delegates to the convention propofed 
by the London Correfponding Society : — At the fame time, they 
renew their aflurances of good will and defire of preferving a 
proper underftandinj and cordiality among all the Friends of Par- 
liamentary Reform, notwithftanding any diiFerence of opinion 
that may occur as to the bell: method of accompliihing it. 
" In name, and by order of the Comniittee, 

(Signed) " W. Breton, Chairman. 

" To Mr. T. Hardy, Secretary to the 

London Correfponding Society." 
" The following Refolutions were then paffed unanimoufly : 

** Refolved unanimoufly, L That this fociety have beheld, 
with rifing indignation, proportioned to the enormity of the evil, 
the late rapid advances of defpotifm in Britain -/ the invallon of 
public fecurity ; the contempt of popular opinion ; and the 
violation of all thofe provifions of the conftitution intended to 
prote6t the people againfl the encroachments of power and pre- 
rogative. 

" IL That our abhorrence and deteftation have been parti • 
cularly called forth by the late arbitrary and flagitious proceed ^ 
ings of the Court of Jufiiiiary in Scotland, where all the doc- 
trines and praftices of the Star Chamber, in the times of Charles 
the Firfl, have been revived and aggravated ; and where fen- 
tences have been pronounced, in open violation of all law and 
juftice, which mufl: flrike deep into the heart of every man, the 
melancholy conviftion that Britons are no longer free. 

X X 2 " in. That 
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*' III. That ihc ^?vhole proceedings of the late Britifli Con- 
vention of the people at Edinburgh, are fuch as claim our 
approbation and applaufe. 

" IV. That the condu6t x>f Citizens Margaret and Gerald, 
in particular, by its G.n6k conformity with our wi(hes and 
•inftruftions, . and ilite ability, firmncfs, and dilinterefted patriot- 
ifm which it fo eminendy diiplayed, has infpired an enthufiafin 
of zeal and attachment which no time can obliterate, and no 
periecution remove ; and that we will preferve their names 
engraven on our hcaiits, till we have an opportunity to reditfe 
their wrongs. 

*' V. That any attempt to violate thofc yet remaining laws, 
which were intended for the fecurity of Engliflimen againft the 
tyranny of Courts and Minifters, and the corruption of depen- 
dent Judges, by vefting in fuch Judges alegiflativc or arbitrary 
power (jiuch a^ has lately been exerciled by the Court of Jufti- 
ciary in Scodand) ought to be confidered as diffolviiig entirely 
the I'ocial compact between the English nation and their gover- 
nors ; and driving them to an immediate appeal to that incon- 
trovertible maxim of eternal juftice, that the fafety of thi 
people is the Supreme^ and in cafes ofnecejpty^ the only law. 

'' VI. That the arming and difcipHning in this country, either 
with or without the conient of Parliament, any bands of emi- 
grants and foreigners, driven from their own country for their 
known attachment to an ifi famous def/iotifm, is an outrageou* 
attempt to overawe and intimidate the free fpirit of Britons ; to 
fubjiigate them to an army of mercenary cut-throats, whofc 
views and intereft muft of neceffity be in dire6l oppoiition to 
thole of the nation, and that no pretence whatever ought to 
induce the people to fubmit to fo unconftitutional a raeafurc. 

" VII. That khe unconftitutional projed of raifmg money 
and troops by forced benevolences (and no benevolences collcficd 
upon requilition from the King or his Minifters can ever in 
reality be voluntary) and the equally unjuftifiable meafures of 
arming one part of the people againft the other, brought 
Charles the Fir ft to the block, and drove James the Second and 
his pofterity from the throne ; and that confcquently minifters 
in adviling fuch mealures, ought to confider whether they arc 
not gudcy of high treafon. 

" VIII. Thiit this fociety have beheld with confideraUe 
pleafure the confiftent refped which the Houfe of Lords dif- 
playcd for their own conftitutional rules and orders, -on die 4tfi 
of the prefent month, upon the morion of Earl Stanhope, con- 
cerning the interference of mmifters in the interna l.govermneflt 
of France ; and that it is the fiim conviction of this lociety, that 
this circumftance, when properly detailed^ will have a confidtf- 

M abk- 
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able eSkdt m convincing the country at large, of the true dig- 
nity and utility of that branch of his Majefty's Paiiiament, 

" IX* That Ae thanks of A5« meeting be given to Eaii 
Stai^ope, for his manly and patriotic conduS during the prefent 
icSion of Parliament ; a condudt which (unfupported as it has 
i)eti\ in the fenate, of which Me is fo truly honourable a mem« 
ber) has, together with the timely interference of certain fpirite^ 
and patriotic aflbciations, been lieverthelefs already produftive 
of the falutary effeft of chafing the HeiBan and Hanoverian 
mercenaries from our crafts ; who, but for thefe exertions, 
might have been marched perhaps, ere this, into the very heart 
of the country, together with others of their countrymen, to 
have peopled the Barracks, which everywhere infult the eyes 
of Britons. 

** X. That it is the firm conviftion of this fociety, that a 
fteady perfeverance in the fame bold and energetic fentiments, 
which have lately been avowed by the Friends of Freedom, 
cannot fail of crowning, with u^ltimate triumph^ the virtuous 
caufe in wihich we are engaged, fince whatever may he the 
ifiterefted opimon of hereditary fenators, or packed majorities of 
pretended reprefentatives ; truth and liberty, in an age fo enlight- 
ened as the iprefent, muft be invincible and omnipotent.'* 
" This fociety having already addreffed M. Margarot, their 
delegate, an addrefs to Jofeph Gerald was read as foTllows, 
and carried unanimoufly. 
♦* To Jofeph Gerald, a prifoncr, fentenced by the High Court 
of Jufticiary of Scotland, to tianfportation beyond the 
feas, for fourteen years. 
** We behold in you, our beloved and refpedled frieiid and 
fellow-citizen, a martyr to the glorious caufe of equal repre- 
fentation, and we cannot permit you to leave this degraded coun- 
try without expreffing the infinite obligations the people at large, 
and we in particular, owe to you for your very fpirited exertions 
in that caufe upon every occafion ; but upon none more 
confpicuoufly than during the fitting of the Britifti Con- 
vention of the people at Edinburgh, and the conlequent pro- 
ceeding (we will not call it trial) at the bar of the Court ^of 
Jufticiary. 

" We know not which moft.defervcs our admiration, the 
fplendid talents with which you are lo eminently difliuguilhed ; 
the exalted virtues by which they liave been diredted ; the per- 
feverance and undaunted firmnels which you fo nobly difpiayed 
in refifting tli« wrongs of your infulted and oppreffed country ; 
or your prefent manly and philofophical fuiFering under an ar- 
bitrary, and till of late unprecedented fentence : a fentence one ^ 
of the moft vindivSivc and cruel that has been pronounced fince 
the day^ of that moft infamous and ever-to-be-detefted Court of 

Star 
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Star Chamber, the enormous tyraimy of which coft the firft 
Charles his head. 

*' 'Jo you and to your afrr>ciatC8 we- feci ourfclves moft deeply 
indebted. For us it is, that you are fulFering the fcmence of 
tranfporiation with felons, the vileft outcafls or Society ! For us 
it. is, that you are doomed to the inhofpitable fliores of New 
iJolbnd; wlicrc, however, we doubt not you will experience 
coiifidcrablc alleviation by the remembrance of that virtuous con- 
duct for which it is impofed on you, and by the iincere regard 
and efteem of your feliow-citizciis. 

*' The ccj'ial laws of this country have, for ages part, been 
the boaft of its inhabitants: But whither are they now fled? 
We aie animated by the fame fcntiments, are daily repeating the 
fame words, and committing the fame actions for which you are 
thus infamoully I'cntenccd ; and we will repeat and commit them 
uniil we have (;bLainc(l redrcfs ; yet we are unpuniihed ! eitlier, 
therefore, the law is unjufl: towards you in in{ii£ting puniHiment 
on the exciti(;ns of Virtue and Talents, or it ought not to de- 
prive us of our (liare in the Glory of the Martyrdom. 

" We again, therefore, pledge ourfelves to vou and to our 
country, never to ceafe demanding our Rights from thofc who 
have uiurpcd them, until Iiaving obtained an equal reprefentation 
of the per;ple, wc iliall be enabled to hail you once more with 
triumph to your native country. — We wifh you health and hap- 
pinefs; and be afluied we never, never fliall forget your name, 
your virtues, nor your Cireat Example. 

*' I'iie London Correfponding Society, 

" John Lovett, Chairman, 
" Thomas Hardy, Secretary. 
*« The 14th of April, 1794." 

" It was aljo unanimoujly refolved^ 
** That the Coiuniittee of Con efppndence be dire<Sled to 
convey the appiobation of this Society. — 1. To Archibald 
Hamilton Rowan, priloner in the Newgate of the city of Dub- 
lin, for his unihuken aituchnient to the people, and iiis fpirited 
affertir^n of their li^Jits. 

*' II. To Joini Pliilpot Ciirran, for his admirable and energe- 
tic defenee of A. II. ko\»iin, and the piincipies of Liberty, as 
well as for his patiioti. 1 oiidnfi in Parliament. 

'* III. 'J'o tiie Society '^1 Uniied Irillnneji in Duj)!in, and to 
exhort them to pe:ievere in ilieir exertions to obtain juliic'.. for 
the people of IrcLmd. 

*' IV. To Skirviiig, Palmer, and Muir, fufTeiing 'he fame 
inicjuifous fcntence-,, ;:n(i ! I'le fanic caufe with our JJciCgxtes. 

'♦ V. T(i John I iuik. .ijui Alexuiuler P,( id, for lueir to 
readily and dilmtereilcdly givnig bail for our delegates, in'ligatcd 

thereto 
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thereto folely by their attachment to liberty, uninfluenced by any 
perl'onal confideration. 

'* VI., To Adam Gillies, Malcolm Laing, and James Gib- 
fon, for their able afliftance given to Jofeph Gerald, at the bar 
•of the High Court of Jufticiary at Edinburgh. 

*' VII. To felicitate Mr. Thomas Walker, of Manchefter, 
and the people at large, on the event of his, as well as feveral , 
other late trials, on the developement of the infamy of a fyftem 
of fpies and informers. 

" VUl. To Sir Jofeph Mawbey, for his manly conduft at 
the late furreptitious meeting held at Epfom in Surrey. 

*' It was alio unanimoully refolved, 

** That two hundred tlioufand copies of the proceedings and 
refolutions of this meeting be printed and publifhed. 

** J. LovETT, Chairman, 
** T. Hardy, Secretary. 

" Refolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
. the Chairman, for his manly and impartial conduft this day. 

*' T. Hardy, Secretary." 

Mr. Solicitor GcncraL Read a refolution.of the 9th of May, 
jy94, of the Conftitutional Society, refpe6ling a pamphlet. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
" At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
held at tlie Crown and Anchor, Strand, May c,rli, 1794; 
prefent, Mr J. H. Tooke. 
*' Read a pamphlet, containing certain proceedings of the 
London Corresponding Society, and of this Society. 

** Refolved, That two thoufand of the fame be printed by this 
Society.'* 

Q. (To Maclean, Jhcw'ing him a fiajier,) Where did you 
find that ? 

J. At Mr. Adams's. 

Mr. Solicitor General, It contains the proceedings of the 25th 
of March, 1794. and of the 28th of March, 1794 ; therefore it 
• may be neccflary to be read ; it relates to the relolution refpeft- 
ing an addrefs to Muir, l^almer, Skirving, and Margarot. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

" Society for Conftitutional • Information, London, March, 

28th, 1794. 

" Refolved, That an addrefs be fent to MefTrs. Muir, Palmer, 

Margarot, and Skirving, by order of the Society. To the 

Chairman of the Society for Conftitutional Information. 

Mr. Erjklne. In that paper there is an account of the pro- 
. teedings at the anniverfary dinner of the 2d of May, which I 
%viih to be read. 

(Read 
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{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
•' After dinner the following fentiments were given with xxn- 
boiinoed applaufe. 

" Equal Laws and Liberty. 

" May Defpots be trodden under die feet of the Swiiiifk 
Multitude. , 

" The Rights of Man and a free Conftitution. 

** The armies contending for Liberty. 

•* Wifdom, jfirmnefs, and unanimity to all the Patriotic So- 
cieties in Great Britain, and to the Friends of the reign of Peace 
and Liberty. 

*' A Citizen then rofe, and in a fhort fpeech thanked the So- 
ciety for its endeavours, andpropofed that Lord Stanhope*s health 
fhould be drank ; an amendment was propofcd, that indead of 
Lord Stanhope's health, Citizen Stanhope's health fliould be 
drank, which was received with public applaufe. A member 
then faid he would propofe, as a toaft, that fteady friend to Li- 
berty, John Home Tooke. The chairman then gave a fenti- 
ment diredlly in oppofition to that of Mr. Windham, Pro- 
fperity to the Commerce and Manufadlures of Great Britain." 

William Sharpe, fworn. Examined by Mr. Law. 

Q, You was a member of the Conftitutional Society, J be- 
Heve? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do jrou know about what time you was elected ^ 

j1. I believe about two yeats and an half ago. 

Q. By whom was you propofed ? 

ji, I cannot recoiled. 

Q. Will you have the goodnefs to try and recolleft ? 

2. I was told by the books Mr. Home Tooke propofed mc. 

Mr. Tooke. It certainly was fo. 

Q. You was then propofed by Mr. Tooke ? 

J. Yes. 

Q. Did you continue to attend from the time of your elefiioa 
till 1794? 

A. Yes, at different times. 

Q. Down to May, 1 7 94 ? 

A Yes. 

Q. Do you recoUeik being prefent, on the 28tfi of Mardi, 
1794, when a letter was received from the London Correfpond- 
ing Society refpcdling the neceifity of calling a Convention of 
the people ? 

A. Not having a memorandum of the dates, I find it a^- 
culty to fpeak to them ; but I remember fomething of that fort, 

Q. Do you know what your Society did upon that — did they 
concur with them in the propofed refolution ? 

^ A.\ believe 
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A, I believe they did, Sir. 

C- Was you prefent afterwards upon the 4th April, 1794 ? 

A, Be fo good to name what was done. 

Q That was the time when five gentlemen came there as De- 
legates from the London Correfponding Society ? 

A. Yes, Sir ; I was there. 

Q. Do you recolleft the names of the five perfons that came ? 

A. No, Sir ; I never faw them before in my life. 

l2- Were there any other perfons appointed by the Conftitu- 
tional Society to meet them in a Committee of Co-operation ? 

A, I don't know whether a Committee of Co-operation, or 
Committee of Delegates, it was called. 

ig. Was you one of the perfons propofed ? 

A> I was. 

i2v By whom was you appointed ? 

A. I think by Mr. Home Tooke. 

Q. You afterwards met, I believe ? 

A Yes, Sir. 

C- Did you propofe any body ? 

A No. 

ig. Mr. Tooke propofed you to be a member ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Was you prefent when the report, of thofe Delegates was 
made ? 

A, I believe not, Sir. 

Q. On the i ith of April, 1 794, was you prefent when the re- 
port was made ? . 

A, I believe not — I don't remember. Sir. 

Q. Was you appointed one of the Committee of Corref- 
pondence ? 

A, r was one of Delegation. 

Q. Appointed on that day ? 

A, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Was there befide this a Committee of Correfpondence ? 

A. That I know nothing at all of, Sir. 

Q. Was you a member of the Committee of Correfpondence? 

A, That I cannot tell — I was one of the Committee of De- 
legation. 

Crofs-Examined by Mr. Tooke. 

Q. The gentlemen who have called you as a witnefs, appear 
to have as good an opinion of you as I have — It is faid I nomi- 
nated you to fome delegatic-n, do you think I did it becaufe I had 
a gooQ opinion of you r 

A. Yes, Sir. 

C. I believe you have often heard me fpcak my fentimcnts 

Y y upoa 
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upon the difFererent fubje£ts that have lately been agitated b 
politics ? ' 

j4. Yes, Sir. 

Q. I fancy you may or may not, at fome time or other, have 
heard me fay 1 would rather be governed by St. James's than St. 
Giles's? , 

ji. Yes ; that I remember perfedlly well. 

Q. I fancy you have often been at my houfe ? 

^. Yes ; I have. 

Q. I believe our acquaintance firft began with a wifli I had, 
that you fhould teach my daughters to engrave ? 

J. Yes, Sir. 

Q, I believe you have officiated in that way ? 

^. Yes ; I have. 

Q. You have been very conftantly in the houfe in fumincr 
. time ? 

yf. Yes ; I have. 

Q, Have you worked there ? 

j4. Yes ; I have worked there. 

Q. Poffibly you can tell in what manner I lived ? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. And how my family is governed ? 

^. Yes. 

Q. Perhapsyoucanrecolleft myhaving ahorfe in the ftableJ 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you ever recolle(Sl my riding out upon him ? 

2. Yes. 

Q. How often? 

ji. Only once, I believe, in the courfe of two years. 

Q, Did you ever fee me walk without-fide of my gates ? 
, ^. Yes ; but not very often. 

Q. How often ? 

yf. Not above twice, as I know of. 

g. You can tell whether I had much company in the week? 

^. Very little in the week. 

Q. How was I generally employed ? 

jf. In the morning in die garden and looking over your 
books ; you was chiefly employed in reading and writing, as • 
1 fuppofed, with a view to fome work you was about ; aSd in 
the evening you fometimes played at whift. 

Q. Do you recoUeft at any time my receiving an anonymous 
letter from Ireland, enclofing a letter from Mr. raine ? 

^. Yes ; 1 do. 

Q. What did I do with that letter ? 

^. You put it into the fire. 

Q. Was 
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C. Was the letter opened from Mr. Paine ? 

A. No ; it being an anonymous letter you told me to wit- 
lefs you put it into the fire, without opening it. 

Q. Can you recoUedl on the 15th of May, the day before I 
^as apprehended, where you dined ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

C. Where? 

A* In Spital Square. 

Q. Can you, recoiled any particular circumftance that hap- 
lened there ? 

J. At the dinner ? 

Q. At the dinner. 

A. Yes. 

<2. What was it ? 

A, There was a converfation about a letter intercepted from 
idr. Joyce. 

Q. Do you know that I ever received a letter from Mr. Joyce 
n my life r 

A, There was one intercepted ; I don't know that you ever 
lid ; you faid you had not. 

Q. Do you know I had ? 

A, No, Sir. 

C- Do you know I ever wrote to him? 

A. You are very backward in writing ; I fuppofc you did 
not. 

Q. Do you recoiled! what was the fubje<£l of that letter ? 

A. Yes, I do ; it alluded to the red book, the Court Calen- 
lar — ^there were to be fome extrafts made of the finecure places 
md penfions that Mr. Pitt and his family received from the 
mblic ; and Mr. Joyce called upon me the day upon which 
^r. Hardy was taken up, and defired you to be ready at Spital- 
ields, on T hurfday next. 

g. Do you remember the ftory being mentioned at the dinner, 
nd very much laughed at ? 

A. It was. 

g. Do you remember one expreflion in the letter was, " Is it 
oHible to be ready by Thurfday ?" 

A. I recoUedt there was fome fuch paffage talked of. 

Q, Do you remember the interception of this letter being 
dked of, and that the reafon was, becaufe it contained the hor- 
We plot of colleding from the Court- Calendar a lift of the 
laces and penfions enjoyed by Mr. Pitt and his family ? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Tooke, I afkthat queftion now, becaufe I believe it was 
>r that plot I was apprehended the next day. If the letter is in 
!ourt, have I a right to afk for the production of it ? 

Y y 2 ^^^ 
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LordTrcJident. If there is any letter ia the hands of die 
officers of the Crown, that appears to be neccffary for your de- 
fence, to be fure you may call upion them to produce it. 

Mr. Tookc, My Lofd, 1 mean for the crofs-exami nation. 

Lord Prejident, Is it the letter fuppofcd to be intercepted ? 

Mr. Tooke, Yes, My Lord. 

Lord Prejident, Certainly you may. 

Mr. Tooke. It is a letter tliat I am informed was intercepted 
from Mr. Joyce to me — I am informed from pretty good autho- 
rity it was intercepted ; it fliould have come by the poft to me, 
on the Wednefday previous to my apprelicndon ; it was pro- 
<luccd before the Privy Council, and made the fubjtiSt of a 
fevcrc examination, and the fubjeft of great alarm, for that rca- 
fon, for the purpofe of this crofs-^examination, I wifli to have 
It produced. 

(The letter Jliewn to Mr, Sharfie) 

Mr. Tooke, Did Mr. Sharpe ever fee that letter before ? 

Ji, I never faw it before, 1 was only told of it. 

Q. In the Privy Council, was you examined to the fubjeft of 
that letter ? 

A No, Sir, 

Q, Was any queftlonsaflced relative to that letter ? 
, A, No, Sir'i the fubjedl of it confirms what Mr. Joyce faid 
to me. 

Mr. Law. Whofe hand-writing \s it ? 

A. I am not acquainted with Mr. Joyce's hand-writing. 

Q. Whofe do you believe it to be ? 

A, By wliat Mr. Joyce iaid to me, I fhould fuppofe it to bo 
his wTiting. 

Q^, Did you ever fee Mr. Joyce write ? 

A, I have fecn him write, but am not acquainted with his * 
hand at all. 

Mr. Tooke, Was you not fometimcs prcfent at tlic Society 
for Conftitutional Informati( n when I was there ? 

A, Yes, often. 

g. Have you often gone with me from Wimbledon to the 
Conftitutional Society, in my chaife ? 

A. Yes, Sir. ' ^ 

Q. At what time did we ufnally leave it ? 

A. At the time of the Scotch Convention was fpoken of, wc 
went early ; you did not like that matter to be talked of in the 
focj< ty. 

Q. A: what time did we ufually go home? 

A' Sometimes at ten o'clock, fometimcs earlier. 
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{'Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
« Addrefled to J. H. Tooke, Elq. Wimbledon.— No date. 

" Dear Citizen, 
** This morning a* lix o'clock, Citizen Hardy was taken away 
by an order from the Secretary of State's office, they feized 
every thing they could lay hands on — Query — Is it poffible 16 
get ready by Thurfday ? - Your's, 

** J. Joyce." 
Mr. Tooke, Does Mr. Sharpe know, from converfation with - 
Joyce, what it was that I was to be ready with ? 

^. It was extra£i:s from the red book, of the places and emo- 
luments enjoyed by Mr. Pitt and his family, derived from the 
public. 

Lord Prcjident, Who was to make thofe extradls ? 
Mr. Tooke, I was, my Lord. 
Witiiefs. Mr. Tooke was to make the extrafts. 
Q. In your palTage to Spital Square, did you fee any light 
horfe ? 

A. Yes, Sir ; I was told they were paffing, and I faw the laft 
paffing the window. 

Q. Had you any reafon to fuppofe thofe light horfe were fent 
in confequence of the interception of this letter, about this hor-r 
lidtreafon ? 

A. Yes, I have. 
Q. What reafon? 

A, A perfon came to me and faid, the light horfe were there, 
and I a(ked a military gentleman, who told me there were orders 
given the night before for them to be there. 

Mr. Ltmi, My Lord, this is in no fhape evidence as to the 
ciccumftance of the letter. 

Mr. Tooke, Does Mr. Sharpe know, of his own knowledge, 
that for two years pad I was always defirous nothing ihould be 
done at. the fociety — that nothing important ihould be done r 
A. No, I cannot tell. 

Q. Does he know, of his own knowledge, I was defirous of 
very long adjournments. 

A. Yes ; I henrd perfons complain againd the long adjourn- 
ments, and I underftood you to be the perfon complained of. 
Q. Do you know I wiihed to be much at home r 
A. You always exprcfTed a widi to live only in your garden. 
jg. Did you ever hear me w'ifh for an act of Parliament to 
make it death for me to go out of my gates ? 

A. Yes^ I have heard you fay you wilhed to be imprifoned 
in your own houfe. 

Q. Being a member of the Conftiturional Society, did you 
dine there r 

A, Yeg, 
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J. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember any fecrcts ? 

//. No ; no fecrcts. 

Q. Were vifitors, or any gentlemen that chofc, jicmiittcd to 
ilne there ? 

^. Yes. 

Q. Have you read the report of the Secret Committees of the 
two Houfcs of Parliament ? 

J. No, Sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear or know of tranfa£lions of Societies in 
the country, or of letters from them to the Societies in London ? 

J. No. 

Q. Did you ever know of any tranfadions of that Society to 
which you belonged ? 

J. No. 

Q. Do you know of any other pcrfons giving themfclves the 
trouble to read tlicrn ? 

A No, Sir; 1 do not. 

Q. Have I ever, when I have quitted the Society early, fpokc 
to you, or to others in your htaiing, to requeft them to ob- 
tain an adjtjurnnient of tnc Society when I could not ftay my- 
ielf? 

yf. I cannot be pofitivc ; but I remember fomething of that 
fort. 

Q. Were all the members of the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, at Icfift when you met them, of the fame opinion ? 

J. No, Sir. 

Q. Did tlicy frequently debate and contradift each other ? 

J. Yes, Sir. 

Q, Do you remember any thing like a'^ Secret Committee ever 
being appointed ? 

yf. No, Sir; never. 

Q, Do you, of your own knowledge, recoUcdl any corrcf- 
pondcnte being carried on ? 

j1, 1 remember hearing a joke about that. 

Q. Did you ever hear of arming in Scotland ? 

J. No. 

Q, Do you remember Committees of Corrcfpondencc being 
frequently appointed i* 

J. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember their meeting ? 

A No ; I do not. 

Q, You w;is one of the Committee of Corrcfpondencc, I be- 
lieve — Do you remember when you was nominated by vac to 
be of the Committee of Correfpondcnce, whetlicr any rcafon 
was given by ujC ? 

A I undcrftood 
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A. I underftood you had a good opinion of me. 
Q. Do you recolledi what my opinions were, relative to uni- 
^erfal fufFrage ? 
A. Oyes ! you was againft it, Sir. 

Mr. looke. Is it not hard upon me to be compelled to' ex- 
amine to thefe fadis, as if I thought them to be crimes, I think 
'hey are not. I put the favSts upon myfelf, that I may not 
bave to encounter the abilities of the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
nerals — I think them no crimes, tiiough I differ in opinion from 
them. 

Q. Have you ever heard me fay any thing againft the Con- 
ftituiion of this country, as it is* compofed of King, Lords and 
Commons ? 

A. Never ; you always fpoke for it. 

Q. Do vow recoUe<Sfc whether I was for fending Delegates or 
not to the Britifh Convention in Scotland ? 

A. I cannot tell whether you did or not, when it was pro- 
pofed ; I came in late that night. 

Q, Do you recoUeft any difpute upon that fubjeft between me 
and any body elfe ? 

A. 1 hat I cannot remember. 

Q. Did you at anytime, in the year 1793, receive letters full 
of enquiry whether 1 was bribed or penfioned by the Court or 
not? 

A* I received letters from the country, defiring to know from 
me, whether reports were true that you was bribed and penfioned 
by the Court. 

Q. Do you know what was the reafon of that report ? 

A. It was on account of your oppofing the bufmefs of the 
Scotch Convention. 

Q. Do you recolleft a letter which I wrote for a fubfcriptioa 
for Mr. Sinclair ? 

A. I don't remember that. 

Q. Can you remember whether I diftinguifhed between affift- 
ing a man to do a thing, and affifting him after he had done what 
I difliked, becaufe he was unfortunate ? 

A. That I remember very well. 

Q, You have dined at my houfe fometimes on a Sunday ? 

A Yes, Sir; I have. 

Q. What was my cuftom in regard to Sunday ? 

A, Why, your employments, I believe, were as ufual, except 
your having friends to dinner. 

Q. Had I always friends with me on a Sunday to dine ? 

A. Yes ; generally. 

<2. What lime did they come ? 

A, Between 
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A, Between two and four. 

Q. And what time did they go ? 

J, About fiX: fcvcn, or eight o'clock. 

Q. Was all the converlation open and pubh'c ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did any of my fiiends bring any body they pleafed, whe- 
ther I knew them or not ? 

A, Some did. 

Q. Was there any dangerous or improper convcrfation, or 
any fccret correfpcncfcnce pafs at my table ? 

A, I don't remember any did — it was the ufual general con- 
vcrfation that pafled. 

jg. You have dined very often with numbers of perfons ? 

A. Yes. 

Q Both with political perfons, and others that did not trovblc 
their heads with politics ? 

A. Yes; I did. 

(2.. Have you ever heard me fay, if there was any troubles 
in tliis country, 1 rtiould fuppofc myielf to be one of the firrt 
vii^tims ? 

A, Often. 

Q. Did I dvc any reafon for it ? 

A, Yes J necaufc yon would cppofe mifchicvouf; chrraflers. 

(I, Was it becaulc I have already oppofcd all parties? 

A, Yes, Sir; 1 reaiember your making ufe of a ftrong ex- 
preflTion, that if you was execrated by all the world, what you 
tonrcivcd to be your dury you would do. 

Q. Do you recollect, Mr. Sharpe, dining with me upon die 
2d IVTav, 1704 ? 

A. Yes, 1 do. 

Q. Can you recolle6l what 1 faid in convcrfation ? 

A. ?\'o. I caniKJt ; 1 only caught a word or two, being at the 
bottom of the room. 

Qj Did yon hear, at the bottom of the room, that T gave mv 
\v'ariiing to the comp.uiy not to millakc the objedt of their 
tc'jifiirc r 

//. No ; I did not. 

(I. Do you remember I was myfelf pretty fevcrely abufcd 
ab(uir*it ? 

A, I only heard you had made nn ariflorratic fpeech. 

<l. Was it a (lilTKult matter to be admitted a member of the 
Sori'-'ty for Confliituiional Information ? 

A. jNo; a very cafy matter. 

Q. Were many rcfiifed hcinj^ members ? 

//. Very few ; as far as 1 iccollcdt. 

Q. For 
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Q. For the courfe of two years, 1 think you fald, you was a 
member ? 

J. Yes. 

Q. Was I remarkably diligent, or remarkably carelefs about 
the bufmefs of that Society ? 

^* I thought you was carelefs. 

Q. Do you believe that the profeflions I made for a reform in 
the Houfe of Commons was a pretext, or my real fentiments ? . 

^. Your real fentiments. 

Q. Have you ftrong reafons to believe fo ? 

^. Yes ; you faid every thing would be right if the Commons* 
Houfe of Parliament of Great Britain was reformed according 
to the Revolution. 

Q. Have you any reafon to fuppofe I preferred the govern- 
ment of England to the government of France ? 

j1. You had fome ftrong reafons for preferring of it. n 

Q» You don't know to what degree I preferred it ? 

J. No. 
' Q. Was you ever taken into cuftody ? 

jf. Yes, Sir. 

Q. By whom ? 

y/. By a perfon of the name of 

Q. By what authority ? 

-//. By a warrant from the Secretary of State's Office. 

Q. What for? 

^. It was faid treafonable prafticcs. 

Q. Was you alone in cuftody ? 

^. Y^s, Sir. 

Q, What did you fuppofe to be die objc£l: of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information ; 

ji. A Parliamentary Reform. 

Q. Do you think they had any other objedl in view ? 

A. No ; no other ; 1 underftood the name of the Society cx- 
preiTed its intent. 

Q. Do you think any of the members intended to ufe force ? 

A» No ; I never faw any. 

Q. Had you any reafon to fuppofe any of the members in- 
tended it ? 

A, Never. 

Q. Was force ever the fubje<Sl of converfation of any of the 
members ? 

A. Never. 

Q. You was, I believe, one of the Committee of Corrcf- 
pondence, and the Committee of Delegation ? 

A. I really don't know, there are fo many names. 

^ Z z Q. You 



^62 THE TRIAL OF 

Q.. You were to co-operate with the members of the Confti- 
tuional Society ? 

A Yes. 

Q. For fome great end, as I fee by the papers — ^what great 
end? 

J. A Parliamentary Reform. 

Q. Was there any other ? ' 

J. "No other. • 

Q, Did I ever attend thofe- meetings ? 

ji. No ; you was never there. 

Q. Do you remember at any time, any of thofe affoclated 
members from the Societies of Norwich and Sheffield, and other 
places, attending at the Society for Conftitutional Information ? 

J. I don't remember — I don't recoUeft they ever attended — 
I paid very little attention to them. 

Q. Do you remember 100,000 copies being ordered to be 
diftributed among the Correfponding Societies in Great-Britain 
and Ireland ? 

ji. I remember hearing of fuch a number. 

Q. Did you ever fee any of them ? 

J. No, Sir. 

Q. Did you ever know they were printed ? 

J. No. 

Q' How much do you think 100,000 copies of fuch a paper 
as this fj/iewing a ^paper) printed full, would coft }' 

A, I cannot guefs. . ' . 

Q. I believe you have fome peculiar ideas refpedting religion 
of your own ? 

A. I have my own ideas, , 

(2- I don't want to enquire into them here. — Did you ever 
hear me confent to any attack made upon any eftabliinriient in 
this country, either religious or civil ? 

A. Never. 

Q. Have you not conftantly heard me defend every eftablifli- 
ment of this country againfl: thofe that oppofed them ? 

A. Yes ; your objeit was a reformation in the Commons* 
Houfe of Parliament, and 1 underftood you thought every dung 
would be right if tliat could be done. 

Q. I3id you fuppofe me a great bigot at that time to die 
Church of England, or any other ? 

A, No ; 1 thought you had no religion at all. 

Q. Do you mean by having no religion at all, I had no pre- 
ference ? 

"A. Yes, I mean fo ; I thought you had no preference— you 
left every one to judge for themfelves, and was for fipcedom of 
belief. 

C Do 
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Q. Do you fuppofe I would eat little children without being: 

j4. Certainly not. 

Q. Do you remember, I paid a guinea a year to the Confti- 
tutional Society ? 

J, I believe you did— I know I did. 

Q. If any thing belides a guinea had been demanded, fliould 
you have thought youri'elf aniwerable ? 

J. No. 

Q, If there was any aftion brought for the recovery of any 
thing further than one guinea, ihould you have thou;;^ht your- 
felf liable for, it ? 

^. No, Sir. 

Q, Then if I was guilty of trcafon and was apprehended for 
treafon, you would nor think yourfelf (becaufe you was a mem- 
ber of that fociery^ liable to be apprehended for treafon alfo ? 

^. No, Sir ; nor did I till I was apprehended. 

Q. Did you ever hear of fuch a fociety as the Lumber 
Troop ? 

A. Yes ; I have heard of fuch a fociety. 

Q. Was you a member of it ? 

J4. No, never. 

Q. Did you ever hear that the firft of their regulations is, 
that every member of that fociety has permifTion to knock down 
any bailiff, conftable, or watchman, he pleales ? 

-^. No ; I never did. 

LordPreJident, Mr. Tooke, you are now going too far ou£ 
of the regular courfe. 

Mr. looke, I do not mean to laugh my Lord, I only mean 
to fhew the danger of thefe focieties. 

Lord Prejtdent, A great deal of your examination has not 
been quite ftridtly corre(it, but it goes materially to your defence, 
to be ture. 

Christopher Hull fwom. ExaminedbyMr. Garrow. 
^ Q. Was you a member of the Conftitutional Society ? 

A, Yes, Sir ; I was. 

Q. From what time ? - 

A, I don't immediately recoiled):— iometime about the year 
1791. 

Q. Do you continue fo to the prefent time ? 

A. Yes ; I am continued a member to the prefent moment. 
• Q. Was you prefent at the meeting of the 21ft March laft ? 

A, Upon my word, I cannot recolleft any date whatever. » 

Q. Do you remember being prefent at any time, when a 
report was made from any committee that was appointed from 
the fociety at large, called a Committee of Coirefpondence ? 
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A. No, Sir ; I do not. 

Q. Do you recolleft being prcfent at the appointment of any 
committee ? 

A. 1 do not recollcfl:. 

^2. T)o you remember, whether you have ever heard of a 
committee, called tlie Committee of Conference? 

A, 1 don't recolicdl to have heard of it till tliis moment. 

^. Or a Committee of Corrcfpondcnce ? 

A. Yes ; I believe I have. — Jkfore you go on, Sir, I wifti 
to know, that 1 may be exactly right, what that Committee of 
Corrcfpondcnce was — if it is the committee upon which thole 
gentlemen are indided, 1 never faw it but from the indiftment. 

Mr. Ganow. I am not prepared to anfwer that queftion. 

WltneJ's, Then I don't recollect whether I heard of that 
committee in the focicty. 

(i- Was you prefcnt at any meeting, when a committee was 
appointed ? 

A» I don't recollect except one, and diat was a committee in 
which I was appointed myicit. 

^. How long ago ? 

A, I cannot tell. 

Q,. Is it within fome few jnonths, or years ? 

A, I cannot tell, it might he about the year 1792 — T have fccn 
the report, and I believe I heard it before the Privy Council. 

ih Do you kno;/ a pcrfon of tbe name of Joyce ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q, Do you remember being prefcnt in the month of April laft, 
at any meeting where Mr. J(^yre was in the cliuir? 

A. 1 recolleft him in die cli:iir, at dinner, but 1 don't remem- 
ber him prcfent at any committee. 

Q. Was you prcfent at any time when any committee made a 
report ? 

A, I don't recolledl being prcfent when any committee made 
a leport. 

^. Nor when a report of a committee was read? 

A, No, nor when a report of a cummiilee was read — I don'i 
rccollccl it. 

Q, Do you recolle(^ pr ipofing a gcntleu an of the name of 
JhrjBarre'? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

i^. When was it? 

A. 1 do not rcineuiber the day. 

Q. ('in Cnrnell, JJuivhig him a Jiajin .) Look at that pajicri 
where did you hiid that ? 

A, "I'bis is one of the j);ii>eib 1 found at Hardy's. 
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{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

*' Report of the Committee of the Conftitutlonal and London 

Correfponding Societies. No date. 

" Fellow Citizens, 

" Knowing, from experience, that thofe who noW (from the 
depraved ftate of whit fhould be the reprefentative body) are 
fuffered to prey on the vitals of our country, derive their fuccefs 
from oppoling an equal reprefentation of the people, we think it 
advifeable; you fhould give an explicit declaration of your prin- 
ciples, which we conceive to be as follows : 

" Firft, That all men are, by nature, free, equal, and inde- 
pendent of each other. 

" Second, That to enjoy all the advantages of civil fociety, 
it is not neceffary that individuals fhould relinquifn more of their 
natural independence than is required to let the minority yield a 
friendly fubmiflion to the majority. 

" Third, That no majority, however great, can juftly deprive 
a minority of their civil rights, and wherever it is attempted, 
the focial bond is broken. 

" Fourth, That civil rights are, the choice of perfons, by 
whom the laws fhall be adminiftercd, freedom to publilh opi- 
nion, and to exercife religious wor/hip, without moleftation, 
fubjedl only to fuch confequences as may be impartially levied 
for the public fervice." 

Mr. Solicitor General My Lord, there is no date to that 
paper ; I cannot afcertain it any odier way than by fhewing thc^ 
time at which the committee fat. 

Q. (To Mr, Gurncll^ Jhewing him a paper,) Will you fay 
where you found that ? 

J, 1 found this at Mr. Hardy's. 

Lord Frcjident, What is it ? 

Mr. Solicitor General, It is the appointment of Mr. Vaug- 
lian to be a delegate of die Committee for preparing the Condi- 
tution. 

. {Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

" Endorfcd 30th April, 1792. Divifion 93. 
" Mr. Vaugban, the bearer of this, is delegated by this 
divifion of the Correfponding Society, that meets at the Bell, 
Exetcr-ftrcet, and is authorized to aflifl in forming a code of 
laws for the government of the Ccncfponding Society. 

Q, {To Adr, Lauzuriy a paper Jhewn him,) Where did you 
find that ? 

A* I found this in Mr. Hardy's hoiife. 

{Read 
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(Read by the Clerk of the Court,) 
" Letter from Thomas Paine, to the people of France, pub- 
lilhed and diftributed gratis, by the London Corrcfponding 
Society. 

<* France, Sept. 25, 
" Firft year of the French Republic. 
" Fellow Citizens, 

" r received, with afFedlionate gratitude, the honour which 
the late National Affcmbly has conferred upon me, by adopting 
me a citizen of France ; and the additional honour of being 
eleftedby fellow citizens a member of the National Convention. 
Happily impreffed, as I am, by ihofc tcftimonies of refpc£l 
fliewn towards me as an individual, 1 feel my felicity encreafcd 
by feeing the barrier broken down that divided patriotifm by 
fpots of earth, and limited citizenfliip to the foil, like vegeta- 
tion. 

" Had thofe honours- been conferred in an hour of national 
tranquillity, they would have afforded no other means of rtiew- 
ing my afredion, than to have accepted and enjoyed them ; but 
they come accompanied with circumilanccs that give me the 
honourable opportunity of commencing my citizcnfhip in the . 
ftormy hour of difficulties. I come not to cnj.oy rcpofe. Con- 
vinced that the caufe of France is the caufc of all mank'ind, and 
that as liberty cannot be purchafed by a wifh, I gladly fliarc 
with you the dangers and honours ncceflary to fuccefs. 

" I am well aware that the moment of any great chanpjc, 
fi'ch aJi that accomplidicd the lOth of Augafl:, is un:iV(jiJabl^ 
the moment of terror and confufion. The mind highly agi- 
tated by^ hope, fiifpicion, and apprchenfion, continues without 
reft till the change be accomplilhed. But let us now look 
calmly and confidentially forward, and fucccfs is certain. It \$ 
no longer the paltry caufe of Kings, or of this, or of that indi- 
vidual, that calls France and her armies into action. It is the 
great caufe of all. It is the cft'ibliflimrnt of a new sera, that 
ihall blot defpotifm from the earth, and fix, on tlie lafting prin- 
ciples of peace andcitizenfhip, the great Republic of mun. 

" It has been my futc to have borne a fliarc in the commence- 
ment and complete eftabliihment of one revolution tl mean the 
revolution of America). The fuccefs and cv'jnts of that revo- 
lution arc encouraging to us. The profperity and hnppinefs 
that have fince flowed to that coiintrv, have amplv r<iv/ardcd her 
for all the hardfhips ihc endured, and for ail the dangers ihe 
encountered. 

" The principle.^ on which that revolution bc?;an, have ex- 
tended themfelves to Enr pv ; and an over-ruling Providence is 
regenerating the old vvjrld by the principles ot liic new. The 
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diftance of America from all the other parts of the globe, did 
not admit of her carrying thofe principles beyond her oWn fitua- 
tion. Ic i$ to the peculiar honour of France, that fhe now raifes 
the flandard of liberty for all nations ; and, in fighting her own 
battles, contends for the rights of all mankind. 

" The fame ipiiit of fortitude that infurcd fuccefs to America, 
will infure it to t ranee ; tor it is impoflibJe to conquer a nation 
determined to be tree ! I'he military circumftances that now . 
unite themfclvcs to France, are luch as the defpots of the earth 
Icnow nothing of, and can form no calculation upon. They 
know not what it is to fight againft a nation. They have only 
been accuftoiiied to make war upon each other, and they know, 
fn.m fyftem and pracStice, how to calculate the probable fuccefs 
of defpot againlt dcfpot j and here tlieir knowledge and experi- 
ence end. 

" But in a contefl: like the prefent, a new and lx)undlefs va- 
riety of circumftances arife, that deranges all fuch cuftomary 
calculati(;ns. When a whole nation a6i:s as an army, the dcfpot 
knows not the extent of the power againft which he contends. 
New armies rife againft him with the neceility of a moment. 
It is then that the difficulties of an invading enemy multiply, as 
in the former cafe tliey dirniniilied ; and he finds them at their 
height when he expelled them to end. 

" The only war that has any fimilarity of circumftances with 
the prefent is the late revolution-war in America. On her part, 
as it now is in France, it was a* war of the whole nation. Tliere 
it was that the enemy, by beginning to conquer, put himfelf in 
a condition of being conquered. His firft viftories prepared 
him for defeat. He advanced till he could not retreat, and. 
found himfelf in the midft of a nation of armies. 

*' Were it now to be propofed to the Auftrians and Pruffians 
to efcort them into the middle of France, and there leave them 
to make the moft of fuch a fituation, they would fee too much 
into the dangers of it to accept the offer, and the fame dangers 
'\vould attend them could they arrive there by any other means. 
Where then is the military; policy of their attempting to obtain 
by force, that which they would refufc by choice. But to rea- 
Ibn with defpots is throwing reafon away. The bell of argu- 
ment is a vigorous preparation. 

" Man is ever a ftranger to the ways by which Providence 
regulates the order of things. The interference of foreign 
delpots may ferve to introduce into their own enflaved countries 
the principles they come to oppofe. Liberty and equality are 
lleffings too great, to be the inheritance of France alone. It is 
honour to her to be their firft champion ;. and fhe may now 'fay 
to her enemies, widi a mighty voice. ' O ! ye Auftrians, yc 
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Pniflians ! vc who now turn your bayonets againfl: us ; it is for 
you: It is for all Europe; it is for all mankind, and not for 
France alone that (he raifes the ftandard of liberty and equa- 
lity ! ' 

" The public caufe has hitherto fuifered from the contradic- 
tions contained in the conftitution of the former conftituent af- 
fembly. Thofe contradiftions have ferved to divide the opini- 
ons of individuals at home, and to obfcure the great principles 
of the revolution in other countries. But when thofe conrra- 
diftions fhall be removed, and the conftitution be made con- 
formable to the Declaration of Rirhts ; when the bagatelles of 
monarchy, royahy, regency, and hereditary fucceijion, fliall be 
cxpofed, with all their abfurdities, a new ray of light will be 
thrown over the world, ^nd the revolution will derive new 
ftrength by being univerfally underftood. 

** The fcene that now opens itfelf to France extends far be- 
yond the boundaries of her own dominions. Every nation is 
becoming her colleague, and every court is become her ene- 
my. It is now the caufe of all nations againft the caufe of 
all courts. The terrors that defpotifm felt, clandeftinely begot 
a confederation of defpots ; and their attack upon France is pro- 
duced by their fears at home. 

" In entering on this great fcene, greater than any nation 
has yet been called to a6l in, let us fay to the agitated mind— Be 
calm. Let us punifh by inftrufting, rather than by revenge- 
Let us begin the new aera by a greatnefs of friendfhip, and hafl 
the approach of union and fucceis. 

" Your Fellow-Citizen, 

" Thomas PaiiJe." 

Mr. Attorney General, My Lord, we have now clofcd our 
•afe on the part of the profccution, 



SPEECH 

OF THE 

HONOURABLE THOMAS £RSKINE» 

IN 

DEFENCE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKK 

Afay It Jikafe ytiur LotclJ/iiJis — Gentlemen of the ^ury. 

WHEN I compare the fituation in which, not many days 
ago, I flood up to addrefs a Jury in this place, with the fituation 
in which, I tliink, I am placed at this moment ; when I refleft 
upon the emotions which, at that time, almoft weighed and 
Iprefled me down into the earth, with thofe emotions, which at 
this moment animate and fupport me, notwithftanding that I am 
oppreffed with much ill-health, I fcarcely know how to bear my- 
felf, or in what manner to condudt my caufe. 

Gentlemen, I flood up here not alone, "indeed, but firmly 
and ably fupported by my learned, honourable, and amiabl6 
friend Mr. Gibbs, whofe afliftance I now have. 

[Here Mr. Erfkine was interrupted by the noife fome work- 
men made, which the Court ordered to be flopped ; that being 
done he proceeded as follows : ] 

Gentlemen, I am too much ufcd to public life to be at all 
difconcerted by any of thefe little accidents. I was flating to 
you, and I will repeat it, I flood up here upon a fimilar occafiou 
with the prefentj not alone, and I am glad any interruption gives 
roe an opportunity of repeating a fentiment fo very dear to me ; 
1 ftood up here not alone, but fupported by this excellent friend 
who now fits by me. I bad, Gentlemen, to contend againft 
what I tremble to look back on — I had to contend with what 
no other man at any time in England ever had to contend — I 
had to contend firfl of all as the reprcfentative of a poor, lowly, 
and obfcure mechanic, known, of courfe, to perfons equally od- 
fcure with himfelf only — I had to contend in his name and perfon 
againft the vafl, powerful, extenfive, but after the verdift which 
iias been given, I will notfaycruftiing influence of the Crown of 
England ; I fay tl^is with all that refpeft which belongs to its autho- 
rity, for, in my opinion, the adminiflration of government and law 
>u^t to be refpefted and dear to every man. — I had, Gentlemen, 
>cfides that, to flniggle, from the nature of the caufc, with that deep 
ind folid intereft which every good fubjeft mufl take and ought 
<) take in the fecurity of the life of the Chief Magiflrate, called 
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Upon by the law to execute the laws, and the reverence due to 
the autnority of the conftitution an«! government. 1 had to ftrug- 
gle with what is much more difficult than all, wiiji that which is 
the charadleriflic of Englidimen, and whicli I hope ever v^illbc, 
that general benevolence they miift always feci for every riling that 
18 dear and interefting to the fovcrcign upon the tlironc, of whom, 
furely, perfonally, wc have nothing to cmnplain; this would 
have been enough, independent of otlier circumftances, at any 
time ; but at what fealbn had [ to contend with it ? 1 had to 
cont<'nd with it when tlierc was a cloud of prejudices railed up 
againft every perlon whofe name is mentioned or thought of in 
the courfe of the caufe, and againft thofe focieties for only doing 
what their betters have done" and approved of at other times ; aiw 
who were, as I fay* only aduatcd by honeft zeal to demand what 
they might think belonged them — I had to contend alfo againft 
prejudices fomented by wickcdnefs, which it is out of the power of 
human language to utter one idea concerning — that is not all, for 
prejudices in fuch a caufe as riiis can go but a little way. — I had 
to contend witli tliis in a fearful fealon, when the face of the 
earth was drawn into convulfions, when various revolutions 
were daily rifrngup, and when fome men, becaufe they chofe 
to pretcno alarm, wifhed to turn the edge of that which has no 
concern with the bufniefs of others to the utter dcftrud^ion of 
thofe who happened to be engaged in the bufincfs of reform long, 
long, and often pioceedcd up( n, inoriier feafons. 

Gentlemen, when one reflccSs upon the ftability of the law 
of England, and when one refledls upon the faithful adminiftra- 
tion ot it, one might lay, yet riiis might be provided agninft, 
there ftill remains tltat which is even paramount to the law— 
that great tribunal wl/uh the wifdom of our anceftors railed in 
this country for the fi pport of the peoples rights ; that tribunal 
which has made the law, that tiibunal- which has given me you 
to look at, thatiribunal that is furrounded with an hedge as it 
were fet abort it ; that tribunal which from age to age has hvn 
fighting fw the liberties of tlie people, and witliout the :.idof 
which it would have been in vain for me to ftand up bcfoic)ou, 
or to tl^ink ot looking round for aH llance. But, Gentlemen, in 
that quarter, which always lias been die (hield of the ithjcfij 
was found a fw(ird drawn to deiiroy him. T'hc Houfc of Com- 
mons wab the acculcr of n^.y < licnt ; for the Hcuife of Commons 
madi! up thebrirf for the Couniel of the Crown. I am making 
no complaints of the Houfe of CcMi.mons; but ftating the fafl ; 
that the briufs. wiiln^ut \\hich my learned frieiids, as rhcy ni^ref, 
could not have proceeded in tlie caufe, was j)reparcd by the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, preceded by proclamations in every pjrt 
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of the kingdom, ftamped by the higheft authority, in order that 
the prejudices of that authority might be as e.-itenfive as the 
whole ifiand. 

Gentlenicn, this is a cafe altogether new, for when a man 
is impeached by the Houfe of Commons, he is not tried by a 
Jury of his 'country — Why ? becaule the benevolent inftitutions 
of our wife forefathers forbid it ; they confidered when the. 
Commons were the accufers, the Jury were the accufers ; they 
confidered the Commons at large as accufers and Jury ; here 
one would think the Commons had no fort of connection with 
the people of England, but that they were holding out a fiegc 
againft thofe whofe reprefentatives they are and ought to be. In 
fuch cafes the Lords in Parliament have been appointed as a 
Court of Juftice, and an Engliihman, a common man, is not 
forced before the Houfe of Lords when accufed by the Com- 
mons ; hut he goes there becaule it is the only place where he 
can ftand for juftice : but, Gentlemen, the Lords of England 
did not ftand in that capacity, they too were accufers, they to 
whom alone, under fuch an accufation, we could fly for protection, 
joined the Commons in laying all this matter before you, which 
you have heard in the coiirle of the caufe. We haa, befides all 
this, a mafs of matter which tha human underftanding is not 
able to difentangle, which no human ftrength of body can go 
through the examination of, and which was, therefore, pro- 
duced. I go along with the Court in what it has decided, not 
waving any privileges of my client. I conceive the adjourn- 
ment that took place, was founded upon that neceffity which pro- 
bably, if it had cxifted before, would not have been thus lately to 
be decided by their LordiLips ; but if it be fo, what fliall we fay 
of that cafe in 1794, after a conftitution has exifted for fuch q. 
number of years, in which we were obliged to catch at any device, 
indulgence, or confent, and at laft the Judges confulted to know 
bow they ftiould deal with a caufe that had no parallel, and was 
aodiing like what any man before had to encounter with. 

Gentlemen, we had to contend with that array now before 
you ; but let me fay, here we had to contend with honourable 
men, and it is part of the glory of the Englifti law, that the in- 
dependence of the Englilh Bar is another fccurity of the Engliih 
fubjeil ; and I have not to complain of any violation of it on 
this occafion. I had to contend with all that ability which is to 
come behind me in this place — I had to contend againft it in a 
former caufe, when, in fpite of all that, I faw, an humble, low, 
obfcure man, not barely acquitted, but in a manner obtain a 
friumph, by a verdift not produced by cabal, injuftice, or perjury, 
but an honourable verdidi I will affirm, approved of by every 
Hian who has a heart in his bofom, and who has the.fmalleft re- 
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gard for the conftitution. When I confuler all this, it gives 
birth to fuch a number of emotions in my mind, which rile up 
like a whirlwind, that none but him, who rides upon the whirl- 
wind, could give me expreflions to utter what 1 think at this 
moment. 

Standing, as I did, in that cafe, np^ivithftanding the innor 
cence of my client, I feared he had a combination againft him, 
which no innocence could prevail againft ; I did, from the bottom 
of my heart, fincereljr wifh to put the Jury under the prote&ion 
of that Divine Providence who has always watched over every 
thing favourable to this Ifland.' I wiflied they fhould give a yer- 
dia under the diredion of God Almighty, and that they might 
look up to him for his direftions ; that verdidt is given, tnat ver- 
dift is recorded, and the honour and juftice of thofe men that 
gave it, is recorded, I truft, for ever along with it. 

Gentlemen, nt may be faid, th^t this way of confideririg the 
fubjeft, is the confequence of an enthufiaftic mind"; and, per- 
haps, of a religious education ; it may be faid to be the cfiufions 
of a warm temper ; it may be fo ; I am fincere in what I 
fay ; but there is another point of view in which men, how- 
ever educated, however impreffed with prejudices, muft fee 
it, every man muft confider the caufe as of great advantage to 
the country ; thev muft fee that the law and its inftitution arc 
found ; they muit rejoice, that at a time when it is fit all men 
Ihould raflly round their government and cpnftitution, inflcad 
of one body of men being fet up to deftroy anodief ; every man 
feel3 that his life, property, and every thing dear to him, is 
fecured under a ftrid law ; and, therefore, there is very litdc 
likelihood for men to wiifh to change the conftitution, and 
before this caufe is over you wijl fee no man ever had fuch 
a difpofition. 

Gentlemen, we now come to the caufe itfelf, and although 
I think that if I were myfelf at the Bar, in the place of the ho- 
nourable gentleman who fits there, and who, if he flood where I 
do, could do a great deal more than I am capable of doing for 
him, although, under fuch circumftances, I (hould be difpofed to 
trouble you biit very little, yet I mcjan to purfue no fuch courfe 
upon the prefent occafion. Thi$ is a great and important caufe, 
many men are upon their trials in the courfe of this caufe, and 
my client will forgive me if T can hardly find him out in that 
mafs of matter which has been laid before you— One is obliged 
to look for him in the proceedings, and then can fcarccly find 
his name — Other men are implicated much more than he is, birt 
I muft take care that implication don't meet me and raifc pre- 
judice in mens minds in another place, 
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Gentlemen, the firft thing we have to confider is, what U 
the accufation ? What are we here about, for to fay the truth* 
it IS a little diflBcult, at the firfl: view, to find it out. It is the 
glory of the Engliih law that it requires the utmoft precifion ia 
the charge, but particularly in the cafe of blood, proof muft hit the , 
bird in the eye, and be ftrictly conformable to the accufmg letter. 
Let us fe^ what the charge is — When I had the honour ro ftate 
this before, it was .to another Jury and to another Court alfo, for 
I fee an honourable and learned Judge who was not pre- 
fent at that time ; you moft probably had an opportunity 
of having an imprefiion made upon you by the able' addrei5J 
which the Attorney General made to you upon Mr. Hardy's 
trial ; for, according to your duties, you were all feated in tnis 
Court to be called upon the pannel, but it is not to be fuppofed, 
nor was it neceffary, you ihould wait to hear Mr. Hardy's 
defence; therefore, if you come with any bias on your minds, it 
ought to be againft me, for you have heard every thing on one 
fide, and nothing on the other ; therefore, it is my duty, although 
it is a naufeous talk for me, to go over that which I have gone 
over before ; you muft recolledl I don't ftand here for any 
thing that concerns myfelf — I don't ftand here to eftablifti anV 
reputation for fpeaking or novelty, but I ftand here for thejuftice 
of the country, and to defend my client, who is accufed before 
you ; and it is my duty to do it in the way in which fuch a talk 
^ught to be done to the utmoft of my power. 

Gentlemen, the charge is this, the indiftment ftates, that all 
^ die prifoners, whofe names I ftiall by and bye enumerate to you 
(if 1 fhall have occafion to call your attent'on to the particulars of 
the evidence) intended to excite infurredlion, rebellion, and war 
againft the King, and to fubvert the rule, legiflature, an:l 
government eftabliflied in this kingdom, and todepofe the King 
from his royal ftate, title, power, and government of this king- 
. dom, and to bring and put the King to death ; that intending to 
do this, they traitoroufly and with force of arms, among them- 
selves and others, did compafs, confpire, imagine, and intend to 
ftir up and excite infurredlion, rebellion, and war againft the 
King, within the kingdom of Great Britain, and to fubvert and 
alter the legiflature, rule, and government, now duly and happilv 
icftablifhed within this kin^rdom of Great Britain, and to depoic. 
pur faid Lord the King from the royal ftate, title, power, and 

fovernment of this kingdom, and to bring ami put our faid 
^ord the King to deadi. 
Gentlemen, this is the whole charge, but it is required hv 
pofitive ftatute, as the wholefome inftitutions of the law brougiit 
^t ipt'j pra(^ice before that time, that he who is accufed of luch 
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an ofFcnce, which is an oflFence of the heart, fliall have it ftatcd 
upon the fame recoid, what are the means which the Crown 
charges the prifoner to have taken, to munifetl that trcafon, in 
order that he may have an opportunity to make his defence to it; 
therefore, the law requires pofitively, that they fhall ftate upon 
the record, v.hat aie the a6ls charged to be done and made ul'eof 
by the prifoner, to bring to pafs'the accompliihment of diat 
treafon which is charged ; then, in order to do that, they charge 
the priiorjcr v.ith this, — and to fulhl, pcrfedS, and bring to efeft 
their iiiofr evil and wicked treafon, and freafonable compaflings 
and iiriaj^imirions oforefaid — that is,, in order to fulfil that which 
they had imagined and compared, namely, to bring and put die 
King to death, they met, confpircd, confulted, and agreed among 
thenifelvcs and others, to the jurors unknown, to caufe and pro- 
cure a convention, and meeting of divers fubicSs of our Lord 
the Kincr, to he affembicd and held within this kingom. — Now, 
Gentlemen, we will paufe here a little, if this overt aft had 
flopped here it wouLl have been a good thing for you and me 
too, it v^ould have faved me the trouble of fpeaking, and you the 
trouble of hearing : it would have been fcouted out of die 
Court as a contemptible piece of impertinence, becaufe common 
fcnfc tells us, that holding a convention in the country, of 
peaceable people, is no crime at all, but they go on to Ihevv die 
mind and intent of this convention ; and they fay, in order that 
theptrfons to be aflembled at fuch convention and meeting, 
fliould and might wickedly and traicoroufly, without and in defi- 
ance of the authority, and againfl: the will of die Parliament 
of thih kingdom, fubvert and alter, and caufe to be fubvencd and 
altered the Icgiflature, rule, and government now duly and hap- 
pily eriablifticd in this kingdom, and depofe, and caufe to be 
clepored our faid Lord the King, from the royal ftate, title, 
power, and government thereof. — Now, Gentlemen, there is 
not!lln^^ i*o clear, and the mod learned gentleman who is to 
reply lo me will not fay, that even a conl'piracy of fo deteftable a 
nature as a c(infpiracy to depofe the King, which does not 
exift in this caulc, and v.'hich has nothing more to do with this 
caufe or any other for a century paft ; that fuch a confpiracy 
would be high trcafon, but it is an overt aft, and may be fo 
laid u\K>\\ the record, as a mear.s to do diat which is charged, the 
compiiling and imigining the Kin^^'s death. What is the charge, 
and iiow far dt.es it go ? — It is, that the prifoner and others con- 
fpircd and confe crated tor^ether, to depofe the King and put him 
lo deatli ; and tiiat, to fulhl that crime, they were to do it by the 
medium of a convention ; they were not. to go to feize the King, 
therefore tlicv caufeda convention to be held, not to confidcrof 
a Reiorm ui Pailiamcnt, or the belt means to redrcfs the grievan- 
ces 
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ces of the country, but they did it with an intent, and the intent 
was, that when this convention got together, it ihould depofe 
the King, and put him to death. Ihcre are other overt 
afts charged in the indiftmeiit, fuch as, the way and time 
when it was to be held, how it was to be governed, and who 
was to belong to it, and fo on ; which I ihali not ftate now, as 
I iliall have occafion to read this part again, when I come to 
confider the particulars of the evidence. You have heard a 
great many books read, and I would advife you, as I darefav 
you all take in the newlpapers, to prefervc them, and not to wrap 
any thing in them, but put them upon a file, and keep them by 
you, becaule if you do, you will have an opportunity, as you 
muft have had before now, of feeing every thing you have beeji 
hearing in this Court for two or diree days, with a very few 
exceptions ; every thing you have been hearing is to be found in 
every- file of newfpapers, and in every town and country maga- 
zine in England, which the Attorney General, wh* fits there; 
never thought of profecuting any man for the publication of. 

Gentlemen, this is charged as an overt a£l, and you will fee 
how they are charged, * And further to fulfil their traitorous in- 
tentions aforefaid,' and if they had not charg-ed this, it could not 
have been brought forward as a crime, and you will always mind 
that, by the law of England, you are not obliged to ftate the 
fame thing over again, therefore they fay, ' as aforefaid, 
malicioufly and traitoroufly did compofe and write, and did then 
and there malicioufly caufe to be compoied and written divers 
books, pamphlets, letters, inftrudlions, refolutions, ordeis, decla- 
rations, addreffes, and writings, and did then and there malicioufly 
and traitoroufly caufe to be publifhed divers otlier books, pam- 
phlets, letters, infi:ru6tions, refolutions, orders, declarations; 
addreffes, and writin;^s, fo refpeccivcly compofed, written, pub- 
liihed, and caufed to be compofed, written, and publifhed, pur- 
porting and containing therein, among other thitigs, incitements, 
encouragements, and exhortations, to move, induce, and perfuadc 
the fubjcslis of our Lord the King, to chufc, depute, and fend, 
and caufe to be chofen, deputed, and lent perfons as delegates, 
to. compofe and conftitute fuch convention and meeting as afore- 
faid, to be fo holden as aforefaid, {(>r the trait orou?: purpofes afore- 
faid.' Gentlemen, it is fit we Ihouid paule here the charge is 

not for the publication of a libel or hbels, or for writing or c:om- 
pofing of libels, but it is as vvas l^jitbvhis Lord:hlp in his charge 
to the Grand Jury, in the conei'^.efl manner, the meieil 
matter of favSl that could be put upon a piece of parclimcnt.*^ 
We are not examining whcrijei iliofe compofitions thiit have 
been read in evidtrnce, -irc libels or not ; but whetiiei they were 
publilhed by thofe perions, who, having. pre -deccririined in their 

imaginations. 
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imaginations, to dcpofc the King, and put him to death, wrote, 
compofcd, and [)ubli(Iicd thcfc pamphlets, in order to excite 
others to aid them in tlveir confpiracy, and with an intention to 
depofe and put the King to death. 

Gentlemen, there is another overt a£l much in the fame 
way, and that charges this, ' And further to ful61 the treafon of 
putting the King to death, and in order more readily to brine 
about fuch l'ui)vcrfion, and put him to death, they compofcd 
divers books, pamphlets, letters, declarations, inftruaions, refo^ 
lurions, orders, addreflTcs, and writings, and did then and there 
malicioufly and traitoroufly [>ublilh and difperfc, and did then and 
there malicioufly and traitoroufly caufe and procure to be pub- 
lifhcd and difpcrlcd, divers other books, pamphlets, letteis, decU'^ 
rations, inftrud^ions, rcfolutions, orders, addrcfics, and writings, 
t!ic faid fevenil Ixjoks, pamphlets, letters, declarations, inftruc- 
tlons, refolutions, orders, addreflTcs, and writings, fo rafpcc- 
tively prepared, comp(>fcd, publiflicd, difperfed, and caufcd to 
he prejiared, compofcd, publiflial, and difperfed, as lall afore- 
faid, purporting and containing therein, amongft other things 
iiiciLements, encouragements, and cxhortati^nis, to move, induce,' 
and perfuadc the fubjeds of our faid Lord the King, to aid and 
afllft in carrying into eflfeft fuch traitorous fubverfion, altera- 
tion, anddepofition, as lad aforcfaid, and alfo containing thereim 
amongft othcT things, information, inftrudions, and dire£lions« 
to the fubjeds of our faid Lord the King, how, when, and upon 
what occafions the traitorous purpofes laft aforefaid Hiould and 
might be carried into ciiecSl.' So the charge is this, not that I of 
uuo.licT man piiblif lied apampliUt, but that I wickedly and detcf-' 
tubly liaving conceived in my mind a confpiracy, to overthrow 
the fovereignty of the kingdom, and to depofe the King and to 
bring him to death, publilhed what ? — incitements to the peopk 
to join and aid me in fuch an nA as that. That is the cnarge^ 
iuid 1 know 1 have the aflent of the Court. 

Gentlemen, the Solicitor Gc:ieral, for whom I have a very great 
pcrfonal regard, who 1 know to be a vcrv honourable andlxrnevo- 
Icnt minded man, and who is aperfon (yf great learning andabiiic^ 
in his profeflion, which 1 have not the fmalleft. wifti to depreci- 
ate, has ftated what I cannot reconcile hastlie Icaft refemblanccto 
the law, or any thing in the law, but it does not therefore followr 
chat it is any depreciation of the learned ^^entleman, it is not a 
wonder it Uiouldhe fo, for when the mind is long engaged upoo 
SLuy parJculur fuljedt it h:is a failing;, which nature ha« given it, 
and which I am afmid nothing can pa event, it draws into At 
vortex of its own ideis tlut wliich is ncf clfary to the cftablifli- 
jOient of fomething it is engaged in. 1 am about to (late, ooc 
£roai my ov.a mcmorv, but what was taken down io iburt 
^ • hand; 
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bandy what I am perfuaded die Solicitor General will hot (land 
up to fay he diinks to be law ; I would not live in dixs coun- 
try, longer thian juft to fini(h this addrefs, if it was the law; I am 
not yet hurt, but if it is the law, I may be hurt myfdf hereafters- 
it fhail not pafs as the law while I live, for I .would rather at the 
end of all thefe caufes die, thanking God upon my knees, that I 
had been the inftrument and for the means of difputing and deny- 
ing this to be the law, for the fake of protedling t& innocent, 
than live to the age of Methufalem without difputing it, if 
it fell to my lot to have even that privilege. The Solicitor 
General fays, the law upon this fubjedl is perfeiftly clear, 
namely, tliat any aft done, which may endanger the life of the 
King, is taken to.be an aft done in purfuanc^ of an intent to 
compafs the death of the King, dcmonftrated by that aft, and 
is die aft of high treafon. Contemplation forms no part of the 
charge, nor is it material whether a perfon fo charged had it in 
his contemplation, if fuch were the probable and ordinary con- 
fequences pf what he was about to no — One don't know where 
one is after one reads this. What ! if a man does an aft with an 
innocent mind, not thinking it will produce ahy danger to die 
King, perhaps (which is fttongcr a great. deal,) refpefting the 
King's office, and having as faith&l an intereft, both in him and 
his iamily, as I have, if he happens to do an aft, or if I do 
an aft, believing it will have no fort of eflFeft to touch die perfon 
of the King, but that on the contrary, his reign would be fafer 
and more honourable, yet, if in die opinion of LavCyers, 
it has a direft contrary confequence to that I thought to be ' 
the law, namely, the coinpaffing the King's death, which I 
never intended, and the Jury muft find me guilty, is fiich a 
monftfous and horrible propofitioh, that I am perfuaded, when 
my learned friend comes to reconfider it, he will fay thefe words 
are not-coireft. There is nothing like aninftance of it; it may 
be travelling into the evidence a little, but it will fave time, as I 
{hall not advert to it any more. 

Gendemen, there was a propofition made to the Confti- 
tutional Society to fend a delegate to the convention at Edin« 
burghy and from all that you have heard read, you are to fay 
diis had the probable confequence of.deftroying the life of 
the King. Yon have heard of a Society of the Friends of die 
People, who refafed to fend a delegate, by the bye, after a con- 
fiderable debate ; and fuppoiing they had 'been defired to fend 9, 
delegate to die Scotch convention, which they never were, and 
I bekig a member of that fociety had confcnted, I fhould not 
have been in the place in which I ftand for my client, who did 
not confent, but in the place of Hardy and the other gende- 
men now in Newgate, I ihould have lieen brought to trial, and 
Yorke's. fpeech, at Sheffield, Mrould have been read againft me, 

3 B and 
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. and all thsit trafli andikrrago, i^^^hkh has been malcing every hoiy 
fick for thefe three laft days, would have been read againft me ; 
I (hould have been faid to have been compaffii^ the King'ar 
death, and that the probaUe coBfeqvence of my aft, was deftroy- 
mg the King, andbdng guiky of higbtreafon. — Now obferve, 
it is equally high treafon to deftroy the Prince of Wales, die 
Heir of tlie Crown, as it is to deftroy the Kinghimfdf, becaufe 
if the nature of the confpiracy k to fobvert die goverhraent of 
the country, the fubverfion of that government would as much 
lead. to the life of the Prince, as to the life of the King, and 
moft undoubtedly it would be high treafon to deftroy the Prince 
of Wales. 

Gentlecnen, at one time I had the honour to be Attorney 

General to the Prince of Wales, and to be fwom as one of his 

Privy Counfel. I had the honour to be much in his confidence 

and much in his afFeflion, which I have not loft, though I have 

hot the honour to be his Attorney General now. (Gentlemen, 

J am not wanting of credit for my integrity in what 1 affert) but 

becaufe a man, placed as I was, in a fituation about the Heir 

Apparent to the Crown, living with him, as it were, a man 

who had the opportunity, the will, and affe£iion to beftow upon 

me, 'perfonally, every thing a Prince can legitimately beftow 

iipon any perlon of my rank in life ; I fay, do you believe I have 

compaffed the death of the Prince of Wales ? And w31 any 

lawyer tell me, becaufe a convention was held, let it be of what 

nature it might, that it is not for the Jury to fay, wbeAer they 

believe that I had the intention afcribed to me, and whedier 

they believe it to be an overt a£l of treafon ? But, aocordii^ to 

the law bid down by the Solicitor General, up I go, I muft be 

hanged inftantly, for I can have nothing to fay. If I was td 

call the Prince of Wales himfelf, and alk him if he believed 

the accufation falfe againft me, that would not do, accordii^ to 

the law ot thofe gendemen — for this the Solicitor General cited 

ho one precedent ; but here, I now fay, I do not complaitv of it : 

the Attorney General did it at great length in the opening upon 

the.firft trial, and the Solicitor General, in a long and able 

reply alfo, and Mr. Hardy gave me notes of what was to be 

faid again ; it was correft, and as I faid originally, I have 

nothing to complain of on the part of my honourable and learned 

friends ; oppofed to that, I have nothing to fay for myfclf. I am 

a man of no authority, as I told the Jury in My. Hardy's cafe, 

I can have nothing to offer to you but what the law has ikid ; 

I;fay, I have no organ- but thefe words, I ftand upon the autho- 

rhy of the law, and the great authorities cited upon this cafe 

arc as text writers putting upon record the inftitutions of our 

country, to enable us better to underftand what carrying on an 

"' . . . « adminiflratioB 



adminlftration k, I mean, my Lori Chief Juftice Hale, a man 
q( honom-able memorv. My Lord Chief Juftice Coke, ge- 
Acrally called the Uracle of the Law, aad Mn JufScc 
Foftcr. 

Gendemon, .this is an indidlment upon a ftatute, it is not an 
indiiShnent upon the common law of the country, which has the 
precedents made by the Judges ; it is a ftatute made fiJr the pro- 
te<%on of the kingdom, asd the prefervatioa of the fubye&s lives ; 
and die Judges upon the Bench have no more right to tranfgrefs 
it than anr man in the Ar^et. The common laws of the land are ' 
made by the precedents of the Judges ; a ftatute fpeaksfarilfeU; 
at all times and in all ages ; and I defire to be tioderftood asfpeak- 
iog in my own name and perfon, and to ftand or fall, as a prov 
feffional man, by the law as I fhall ftate it to you. 

• Gendemen, toe words of the ftatute are thefe : * Whereas 
divers opinions have been before this time in what cafe treafon 
ihall be faid, and what not, the King, at the roqueft of the Lords 
and of the Commons, hath made a declaration in die manner as 
hereinafter followeth.' Gendemen, you will recolle(S it is upoa' 
Ac letter of xhis ftatute that the honourable Gentleman at the 
Bar ftands indi&ed. ^ When a man doth compafs or imagine 
the dearh of our Lord the King, or our Lady his Queen, or of 
their eldeft fon and heir ; or if a man do violate the King's com* 
panion, or tb^ King's eldeft ^ugdier unmarried, x)r the wife of 
the King^'s eldeft fon and heir ; or if a man do levy war againft 
our Loni the King in his realm, or be adherent to the King's 
eneniies in his realm, giving to them aid and comfort (I pray 
your attendon to this, Gentlemen) in the realm or elfe where^ 
and tfiereof be provably attainted of open deed by the people of 
their coi^ditioa.' This as tb^ ftatute. 1 am now going to ftate 
the words of Lord Chief Juftice Hale, whofe authority no man 
will deoviQr difpu.te— He ftates why this ftatute was made firft 
of 4U — rfc feys, ^ That at common law there was a great la* 
titude ufed in railing ,Qf oflfcnees into the crime and punifliment 
of treafon, by way of interpretation and arbitrary conftrudtion^- 
which brougnt in great inconvenience and uncertainty. 

* Accroaching of royal power was a ufual charge of high- 
jtreafon ancienriy, though a very uncertain charge ttiat no man 
^ouldtell well what it was, nor what defence to make to it/ 

After giving fome inftances he fays, ' Bytbofeand the like 
inftances that might be given, it appears bow uncertain and 
arbitrary the crime of treafon was .before the ftatute of the 
/twenty-tifth Edward IIL whereby it -came to pafs that ahnoft 
every offence that was or feemed to be a breach of the faidi and 
allegiappe due to the King, W9s, .by conftmaion and confe- 
jjjience and intcrpretarion, raifcd into the oftencc of high-tjealcn.* 

3 B 2 • Gentlemen^ 
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Gentlemen» in order to prevent this the ftatutc of Edward 
III. was made, it was made to give certainty, not that a man 
might be put in the lituation and condition of Mr. Adams, who 
fpoke, I am perfuaded, Hke an innocent man, fufpefted of high* 
treafon, when be had no idea gf treafon ; in order that men 
might know what conftituted treafon, and in order that the 
end of all law, the fubjedis peace, fecurity, and tranquillity might 
be carried into eflFedt, this facred law was made. 

Gentlemen, my Lord Coke fays in his Inftitutes, that the 
Parliament tl>at made it was called * the Bleffed Parliament;' 
anjl I will read what my Lord Hale fays upon that fubjeA ; he 
fays, * Though the ftatute of ^^dward IIL had cxprefsly di- 
refked that nothing (hould be declared to be treafon but what 
that contained, yet things were fo carried by faSions and 
parties in this King's reign, that this ftatute was little obfcrved 
but as this or th^ other party prevailed ; fo the crimes of high- 
treafon were, in a manner, arbitrarily impofed and adjudged 
to the difadvantage of that party that was intended to be fup- 
preffed.' 

* Thefe were the unhappy efFefts of the breaking of thi$ 
great boundary of treafon, and letting in of conftruftive treafons, 
which, by various viciflitudes and revolutions, mifchicved all 
parties firft or laft, and left a grpat unquietnefs and unfettlednefs in 
the minds of the people, and was one of the occafions of the un- 
happinefs of that King,' namely, Richard IL — He fays, all thii 
mifchief was produced by departing from the ftatute ; and, in or- 
der to put an end to it, the ftatute of Queen Mary was made; 
which brought back all the treafons, as ftated by the twenty-fifth 
Edward IIL and which had been laid afide ; fo that no man knew 
what to do or what to fay : all that was put an end to by the au- 
thority of Queen Mary. I mean to contend, no one authoritvin 
the law, before that time, can be brought in queftion here betore 
this ftatute, for it was made exprefsly to repel all the judicial 
conftrudions upon it ; and it ftates, that the ftatute ihall be 
obeyed in its ftriii letter ; and that every judgment or refolution 
made contrary to it, before that time, ftiall be repealed. 

Now, Gentlemen, on looking back to wfiat pafled on the 
trial of Thomas Hardy, who was acquitted by a Jury of hi^ 
country, and looking, as I have had an opportunity fince the trial 
of that caufe, into the difference between the Attorney General 
and myfelf, though it is a material one, yet it lays in a very 
narrow compal's. I'he Attorney General admitted, diftindHy, 
it was neceffary the crime ihould be in the mind, and 
that it was a crime of the intention ; but that the intention, 
muft be manifefted ,bv the ad — The Attorney General faid 

he 
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he called for no conftru<SHve treafon, he called for no accumula- 
tive, treafon, but that which fliould be built upon your fincere 
opinion — ^he faid the Prifoner at the Bar did intend not a Reform 
of Parliament by peaceable means, or any other, but meant to 
fubvert the fundamental rules of the governn\ent of this kingdom 
by force ; and if he did intend to fubvert the government ot this 
kingdom by force, it was matter to be laiii betore you, from 
which you not onlv might, but reafonably muft infer an inten- 
tion to deftroy the king. 

Now, Gentlemen, in a cafe like this, it would be wafting 
your time, and deftroying my ftrength, before I come to the ma- 
terial part of the caufe, it 1 were to do any more than enter my 
proteft againft what the Attorney General ftated to be an overt 
ad^ of treafon. 

Let us fee, upon the evidence I am about to open to you, 
and I afk your very particular attention to what you have 
heard againli the prifoner at the bar, whether it entitles you 
to fay that he conlpired, conlulted, and intended to dcpofe 
the King and bring him to death ; and tiiat he did hold^ that 
traitorous confpiracy with the various other perfons, now inpri- 
fon, and divers others, in order to lubveri, by force, the govern- 
ment of this kingdom, and to put an end to the royal oiiite, au- 
thority, ftile, title, and dignity of the Kir.g ? I wih afk, wheihcr 
Mr. Attorney General njeans to fay, or whether he can fay, 
there muft not be a forcible depofing f I maintain there is no au-^ 
thority in the whole law for any thing elie, and it is abfolutely 
neceflary, before you can go the length of faying you have proved 
an overt adt to depofe the King conftriAStively, it muft be by 
force, and I will read what Lord Hale lays upon it, — ' If men 
.confpire the death of the King, and the manner, and thereupt^n 
|)rovide weapons, powder, harncfs, poifon, or fend letters icr the 
execution thereof;* you will mind the words, for the confpiracy 
and intention^ muft come before the execution, and the mind </t 
the man muft have conceived the wicked intention to do the. 
aft which conftitutes the treafon. Lord Hale fays, ' If they 
have got weapons, or lend letters for the execution thercc^f,' 
namely, what he has projedied in his own mind — ' this is an ovcii 
a6l within this ftatuie.' He fays, * If m.en confpire to imjinloii 
the King by force till he hath yielded to certain demands, and 
for that purpofe gather company, or wiite letters, this is an 
overt a6l to prove the compalfing of the King's death', for it is 
in effe6t to defpoil him of his kingly government, and lo ad- 
judged by all the Judges in the LordCobham's cafe, and in the 
cale of the Earl of Effcx, he being found guilty of attempting, 
by main force, to dcftroy the autliority of Queen Elizabeth.' — 

Lord 
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Lord Hale goes on to fay this, left you fhould come too fsA 
to a conclufioD — ' but, then, this muft be intended of a confpinicy 
forcibly to detain or imprifon the King.' 

Now, Gendemen, in this cafe I have nothing to fay to you 
upon this part of the fubjedJ, becaufe there is no part of die evi- 
dence which ftates any confpiracy to feize the King. There is 
no part of the evidence that has the King's nanle in it ; but they 
charge it as a confpiracy to fubvert the King's government and 
the conftitution. That cannot be an overt a£l of high-treafoa 
as agaiaft die King^s perfon— the charge is to fubvert the funda- 
mental rules of the governinenty as eilabliihed, by a confpiracy, 
and by force. 

Now, Gentlemen, in order to accomplifh that, it is charged 
(and I laid I would read it more particularly, therefore I will 
read it now) ; it is for calling the Convention and confpiring 
together with intent to deftroy the government of this country, 
by farce, and that they did appoint a Committee of Co-opera« 
lion, cpnfifting of the aifferent perfons now in cuftody ; and that 
<he prifoner, at the bar, confederated and confpirea to call this 
Convention, with intent that this Convention, foaiTembled, fkouU 
afTumc the fun£l:ions- of government, eftablifh itfelf as a Farlia^ 
inent, and deftroy all the Icgiflative authority which the King 
has. It is for the Attorney General to fatisfy you that this 
is that cafe ; I admit he gives you evidence from whence it 
h for you to judge whether the parties intended to deftroy die 
Kiiig, who might not be fuppofed long to furyive the deftmdioQ 
of his authority. But before you can ftir upon fuch a charge, 
Tou muft, upon yot* oaths, and in the prefence of God and 
\our country, declare you have fufficient materials to ^y that 
the parties who confpired and met together, and coofulted to hold 
the Convention, did not hold that Convention for an innocent 
purpofe, but that they met for the exprefs purpofe of arrefting 
by force ; (and 1 call for an anfwer, for fo the firft cafe was put, 
until they were driven out of it by their evidence) by force, ta 
fubvert tne rule and government of the country, which they 
could do in no other way than by afiiiming the power to tbemr 
fclves. 

Gendemen, in the courfc of this proceeding the beft au- 
thority I can ftate for my purpofe, better than the authority of 
any Ju^e living or dead, .Wcaufe, I am fure, what his Lordmip 
faid jupon one occaiion he will, fay upon anodier — is the aiw 
ihority of Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, in that part of bis charge 
to the Grand Jury, where he called upon them to deliberate fc- 
rioufly up^a the bufinefs before them. — He fays, * If there be 
ffoMtid to conikler the profefled purpofe of any of thefe aflbciv 

tions, 



JOHN HOUNE tdOKE. 3$3 

tions, a Reform .in P^ttiament as mere coloor, and as a pre- 
text held out in order to cover deeper defigns (that is Ae traitor^' 
ous defigti to fubvert the govemment, rule, and order of the 
oountry, and to get it into their hands), defigns againfl the whole 
conftitudon and government of the country ; the cafe of thofe 
embarked in fuch defigns is that which I have already confidered 
— Whedier this be fo or not, is mere matter of faft/ The 
learned Judge puts an adjeftive to it, what arifcs from the evi- 
dence is meie confequence of law — He fays, * Whether this be 
fo or not, is mere matter of faiSl ; as to which I diall only re- 
mind you (Gentlemen, you will recolleft 1 api now at the Bar, 
fpeakmg the language ot the Court) that an enquiry into a charge 
of this nature wnich undertakes to make out that the oftenfibie 
^purpofe is a mere veil, under which is concealed a traitorout 
conspiracy, requires cool and deliberate examination, and the 
moft attentive confideration ; and that the refult fliould be pcr- 
fedUy clear and fatisfadlory. In the affairs of common life, no 
man is juftified in imputing to another a meaning contrary to 
what he himfelf expreffes but upon the fuUcft evidence.' The 
learned Judge fays, this is applicable to all cafes but in high-trea- 
fon, you muft oe, provably attainted, not as Lord Cokc fay», 
by conftrudions, inferences, and ftrains of wit ; and what 
have we heard but inferences, conftru<£tions, and ftrains of wit ; 
but I cannot call it wit, for there is too much duUnefs in it to 
call it fo. Gentlemen, I think, upon obfervations of this kind, 
you would not pull a feather out of a fparrow*s wing-^then why 
js a fubje^, who is intitled to all the ptx>te6tion of the law^ 
CO be argued out of his reputation, and all that is dear to him, 
9nd even out of life itfelf, which he holds under the law ? 

The Attorney General has charged this as a crime, there- 
fore it is for him to prove it ; I do not ftand here to difprove, it 
IS for him to prove, I mean to maintain, and 1 therefore ma<le 
what 1 had to fay upon the law fliorter, becaufe I apprehend it 
can have no relation to the cafe laid before you, that not only 
there is not that fort of evidence which reafonable men caa 
deliberate upon, before they coniider what verdiA they are to 
give, but literally, die Attorney General has given no evidence 
at all, nothing that I could not expofe to a much greater degree 
of ridicule than I dare to do, as it fo clearly affeSs the law of 
the country, and perhaps the lives of chofe perfons I ftiall be 
called upon hereafter to defend — The charge is, that all yon 
have heand read, for you have had no parole evidence in the 
caufe, (except that which is in favour of the prifoner) is aii 
colour, deceit, and fraud, and tliat the Attorney General has 
made out provably without a poflibiiity of do.ubt upon the occa* 
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fion, that this convention was held for the deteftable purpofc 
charged in the indictment. In order to do this, the firft ftep 
which he takes in tlie caufe is, to tell you, that two focietics 
cxiftiid for a. long rime in this town, that diey exiftol from die 
beginnin:; for the purpofes charged, that the Gentleman I am 
now defending was the great mover in all this fcene of iniquity, 
he it was that organized both thefc focicties, he it was diat 
prepared tlicir refolutions, he it was that promoted a confpiracy^ 
which has been thought of magnitude enough to fufpend the 
dcareft privilege we have under the Englifti laws, the Habeas 
Corpus Aft— he has faid a confpiracy exifted, not among die 
four or five named in the indiftment, but among many thouiaods 
in the country ; he has iaid, it exifted not only in the two focic- 
ties, but that they correfponded with focieties in Edinburgh, 
Perth, Mancheftcr, Sljeffield, Birmingham, and almoft all places 
in England and Scotland, and that it was for the expreis 
purpofe of fubverting the government of the country ; and for 
that purpofe, fays he, Mr. Horne Tooke inftituted this Socictv 
for Conftitutiorial Information — Has he proved that ? — No-J 
will prove the contrary of it — I will prove who did inftitute it, 
and that it was inftituted by a moft worthy and honourable 
perfon, who will ap}>ear before you, and be examined upon die 
fuhjcft, if you fhall think your time is not mifpent in hearing 
evidence upon the fubjedl, after you have heard mc. It was 
inftituted by Major Cartwright, a man as much attached to the 
conftitution as any in this country ; and a man as able by his 
talents to underftand the conftitution, and as forward to give 
efie£t to it, us any man in the kingdom. I fpeak that not from 
my brief, but from my own knowledge of the man — We heard 
nothing of this confpiracy till a great number of Memben of 
Parliament aflbciated for this purpofe — and though, as it muft 
be fuppofed, we could not but know they were aflembled for 
thcfe dark and deteftable purpofes, yet we kept within our walls, 
and Major Cartwright, who was then, and is now, and will 
continue to be a member of the Conftitutional Society, is alfo a 
member of that fociety of which I am a member, namely, 
the Society of the Friends of the People. This fociety was 
inftituted in confequence of the opinions which had been enter- 
tained by the greatcft men tint have adorned this country for 
ages, upon the fubjedt of Parliamentary Reform. The rather 
of the prcfcnt Minifter, contemplating tlie miferies that had been 
brouglit upon the country, from the want of that controul 
whicli the people were intended to have upon the proceedings ot" 
Pailiamcnt, feeing the vaft expenditure of the public moive\', 
and the improvident ules made of it, feeing the ravages madi^ 

towards 
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towards the deftruftion of the conftitution, he was one of the , 
firft perfons who called the attention of an enlightened public to 
the abfolute neceffity of having a Reform in the Commons 
Houfe of Parliament, and to redeem and prefcrve them from 
ruin ; 1 fpeak of the great Earl of Chatham — it was the foun- 
dation of his charafter and fame. One member of this focie^, 
fo inftituted by Major Cartwright, was his G^ace the Duke of 
Richmond, examined in a former caule, and who will be exa- 
mined in this, he is the author of the letter I hold in my hand; 
which has been before read in evidence, and proved by a witnefs, and 
which has been examined too by my learned friend Mr. Gibbs, ^ 
while I was out of Court. — The Duke was a member of ijiis 
fociety, and his Grace's opinion, moft undoubtedly, went to 
Annual Parliaments and Univerfal Suffrage ; and I don't think 
it is at all wonderful the opinions of that Nobleman made fo great 
a progrcfs as they then made ; for, though I confefs I am not of 
the fame opinion as the Noble Duke, I think, as every man who 
knows any thing of the Englilh Government muft think, the 
people have an inherent right to be governed in the way the 
univerfal confent would have it. The people would do ill for 
tliemfelves to delire the Houfe of Commons to carry forward 
to the crown any propofition of that fort. The Duke of 
Richmond thought otherwife, and you will hear the arguments 
that fupport his opinion — They are arguments not merely calcu- 
lated to attraft the attention or the ignorant, but to deferve great 
confideration and attention from the wife. His Grace was of 
an opinion, which grows more and more general, that fome fort 
of Reform wasdefirable in the Commons' Houfe of Parliament; 
but, he faid this, * -What fort of Reform ; fome it muft have, 
or the country is undone — but if you go to work haftily, fome 
perfons will wartt to go to one extent, odiers will want to go to 
another extent, and others will want to go to a third extent, and 
inftead of making a ftable and folid government, you only raife 
up confufion and difcontent ; to obviate all that, let the Reform 
be founded upon principle — give every man his own — ^give every 
man his right.' — The Duke of Richmond was of opinion, and 
is of opinion, I hope, for I cannot fuppofe, that after fo much 
difcufllon he will withdraw his opinion, altlioueh he may not 
think this the proper feafon for urging it ; his Grace has deli- 
vered an opinion, which binds him perpetually to the caufe of 
Reform ; he confiders it as a right of the people, and you are now 
called upon to hang up, and take away the life of the gentleman 
•whom I am- defending, not for follov^^ing the plan the Duke of 
Richmond laid down, not for ufing the fame means which the 
Duke has recommended; but for going upon a plan much more 
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reftrained, and much more moderate ; and not fecking to carry 
it into effedl by the means which the Duke of Richmond has 
pra(9:ifed and inculcated. I will prove to you, in the year lySo* 
the whole was built upon it, and 1 can fliew the Attorney 
General, for it muft and fliall be evidence in this caufe, that 
for the purpofe of correiSling the expenditure of the public 
money, a general convention fat in the Guildhall of the city of 
London, and delegates, of feveral diflricls were appointed, (omo 
of whom are now in my eye ; and 1 will fliew that not one ftep 
has been taken by the moft unfortunate perfons, who are the 
fubjefts of this profecution, that was not, in my opinion, legally 
and conftitutionally taken by thofe w^hofe example they have 
followed. Now, mind me, Gentlemen, 1 wifti to be well with 
you — I am not here defending all the papers which you have 
heard read, many of them are indecent, many are raih, and 
many of them are abfurd ; but that is not the queftion ; here 
the queftion is, What were the ohjeds of this man ? — Thcfc 
papers are charged to be written with an intention that a conven- 
tion (hould do fo and ib ; a man muft have formed his intention 
before he can publifh any paper. — My propofition is this, not 
that there is not a great many papers read in this caufe that are 
libellous; but if we come to look at the evidence, it is as true as 
the compafs Js to the pole, that the objeft tliey drive at is 
a 'Parliamentary Reform, by coUefting the fenfe of the people; 
confcious that the Parliament would not give up upon flight 
application any of its power ; they determined to procure relief, 
by that means which will ever procure it from the Houfc oJF 
Commons, that is, by the flow and progreffive eScQ, of the 
general opinion of the nation : and it is my duty, for the honour 
pf the Parliament to fay, they will attend to that whenever it 
comos before them as the opinion of the nation. The very ufc of 
Parliament is to give colour and fah£Uon to the public opinion; 
It is the office ot the Houfe of Commons —it is not like the 
Houfe of Lords, who,- my clients never thought of ftirring, 
or like the King's Majefty, vvho is fixed and permanent: Itu 
not like thofe branches of the government, which none of my 
. clients ever thought of touching ; neither do they attack the here- 
ditary dignitv of the Houfe of Lords; but the Reprefentation of 
the Houfe oF Commons is all they want correSed, they arc the 
agents and fej vants of the people, wno are their only controul. Take 
away the Houfe of Co^umons, and how does this ftatc differ 
from the flaviih ftate of a great part of mankind ; how, but by 
that balance, are we to enjoy our rights ; and how have tlie peo- 
plo that controul, if they do not chufe their reprcfentatives in 
Parliament themfelves ? — We have dcmonftrated and put upoa 
the journals of the Houfe of Commons this, we faid, we a(k 
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redfefs, if you think our ftatement is not true, we will prove 
it — ^if it is true, do you mean to fay, this is a thing that ought 
not to be redrefled 6r confidered, namely, that 91 individuals 

frocure a return of 139 members — can you believe it is true ? 
am not- talking of it here as if it was not known ; I have 
the honour to be a member of the Houfe of Commons myfelf, 
and what I am now reading was offered to that Houfe by regu* 
lar motion, and feconded by me, offering to prove, that i6z 
perfons in this country, and we are by the laws all equal, all 
holding our property under the fame fan<9:ion, and fubjeft to the 
fame privileges, except thofe his Majefty thinks proper to lift 
up to rank and power, when he pleafes ; we offered to prove, 
that 162 men in this country, return 3o6x)ut of 513 members, 
and that is a majority of the Houfe of Commons. — Every thing 
that is to promote the glory or honour of the country, every 
thing that is to keep us in poffeffion of our rights and liberties, or 
to ruin us,to make us happy, or to make us the pooreft, meaneft, 
and the moft wretched nation in the world, depends (and the 
Houfe of Commons is, what I truft it always will be, power* 
ful in the fcale of this country) its deliberations depend upon 
162 perfons only of this country — I don't mean to fay, that 
my clients are not guilty, if in confequence of the abufes 
wnich arife from this, they fhould take upon therafelves to 
fay, * becaufe this is a Parliament not reprefenting the peo- 
ple, we will coUeS the fentiments and views of the people, 
and having colle£ted them, will call a convention, and fuperfede 
that Parliament, and become ourfelves that Parliament ;' — hi* 
Lordfliip indulgently checked me, though I never meant to 
maintain, when I faid the people had a right, as they have in 
this country, to make their government; I never meant to make 
ufe of it as an argument to ftand upon, that it v^ras a bad confti- 
tution, or that they might, bv force, overthrow it ; but, when 
we fee men recurring to thofe honourable and glorious maxims, 
when we fee men in thefe times referring to thofe glorious deeds 
which their anceftors atchieved, when they vindicated their 
rights, and when they drove from the inheritance of the crown 
that branch from which a race of Kings fprung for many 
hundred years, and feht almoft for a private man to reign, as his 
Majefty does reign, the King of the people, and it is the moft 
glorious title a man can enjoy, and I am free to fay it, as I love 
the King ; for I can have no other refpeft for him, no other 
affedtion for him, than that which grows from the common 
relation of the Prince to the fubje£^. But fpeaking of him who 
is to inherit that Crown, though other perfons have affumed die 
place I once had, no man can be more interefted, or fo much fo, 
as I am in the profperity, honour, and glory of that Prince ; 
and I have more than once defended his tide, inheritance, and 
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hopes, and if his inheritance does not ftand updh that gk>rioof 
title, it is not worth having, and it is not long to be liad. I iSay 
this to the people of England — there is your conflitution, it is 
not fattened upon you like fomething that is to crufti you, it has 
dcfccnded from your anteflors, it is tlieir work, it is the work 
of their heroic valour and wiidom, they have made it for you, 
and yo.i have a right, as they had, to do as they did before you; 
you will cling and grapple to it, for there is nothing like it upon 
the earth, and never will be ; let the people know what their rights 
arc, (and they fliall know them as long as it pleafes God to al- 
low me the light of rcafon) tell the people of England this is their 
conflitution, that it is freely the^r own, and they will cling 
and grapple to it ; and no man, or fet of men, will be able to 
tear or force theih from their allegiance to it; but tell them it is 
ftrappcd upon their backs, that they muft bend under it, tell 
them they muft not proceed to addrefs the Legiflature, or to 
coniidcr at any time their wrongs, and what will and muft 
be the coufccjuenccs in the feafon in which we live ? For God 
>\lmighty'b fake, let thofe who rule in this country beware how 
they ruin it by fuch do£trines ; tell them their own — the people 
<>f England arc a generous people ; tlicy know the value of tlieir 
own inftitutions ; put confidence in them, let them be free, and 
nothing is to be feared ; but if wc fct one half of the people to 
defame the other, 1 tremble to think what the confequences will 
be — This was ftated to be forefccn by the noble Duke of 
Richmond, and this was ftated by himlelf ; — this is the great- 
eft of all. evidence for me, for it has appeared in the caufc 
on the pa^t of the Crown. The Attorney General has done his 
cafe, if he has not done it now he can do it no more, and great 
as his learning and ingenuity is, he cannot alter facts, or make 
black white. I mean to go through the whole evidence, and 
theqiieftion is, whenever a fet of men fay, all we have been doing 
is following the j>lans of thofe gentlemen who could not be 
fufpcdicd to do any thing but what was honourable, whedicr 
you will faften a contrary imputation upon us ? — The Duke of 
Richmond fays this, ' The leflcr reform (which is my client's 
reform) has been attempted with every poflible advantage in its 
favour, not only from the zealous fupport of the advocates for 
a more elFcftual one, but from the afliftance of men of great 
weight, both in and out of power ; but with all thefe tempera- 
ments and helps, it has failed— not one profelyte has been 
gained from corruption, nor has the leaft ray of hope been held 
out from any quarter, that the Houfc of Commons was incUned 
to adopt any other mode of Reform. The weight of corruption 
li.is crnllied tliis more gentle, as it would have defeutod any 
iuc>re efficacious plan in the fame circumftances. From that 
2 quarter 
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quarter, therefore, I have nothing to hope.' —From what < 

ciuaiterT — from the Houieof Commons — he has then tried it — 
he lays, ' not one prdlWyte has been gained from corruption, 
nor has the leaft ray of hope been held out from any quarter * — 
therefore what? he fays, ' It is from the jieo[ile at large that I 
€xpe6l any good ; — and I am convinced that the only way to 
make them feel that they are really concerned in the bulinefs, is 
to contend for their fuil^ clear ^ and indlf/iutable Rights of Uni^ 
verfal Rcjircfentation.^ Not to tell the Houfe of Commons it is 
wile and political to do it, but that it is their right — rights that 
are contradiftory, cannot exift in the imagination ; two rights 
contrary to each other cannot exift, but my client offers no luch 
argument, and therefore the Duke of Richmond, when he 
comes to give evidence, v/ill not be permitted to retire, may be 
he may be put into a fafe place, perhaps we may keep him here 
when he comes as a witneis, and perhaps he may be brought 
to that place, and try how he will look there, becaufe he has 
done ten times more than thofe men have done, who are now in 
prifon, and have been for fome months. He goes on, * but 
their plan has now had a fair trial, and (if it is from the inclina- 
tion of Parliament that pra£lability is to be expecSled) has been 
found as impraftable as ours. The more extcnfive plan, 
at thfe fame time that its operation is more complete, depends 
on a more effcftual fupport tlian that of the people.' 

Now, Gentlemen, it is amazing the effedl thefe fort of pa- 
pers have according as they are read. Suppofe tliis was put into 
the hands of Mr. Shelton, and he was to tell you it was a 
letter from Citizen Yorke, or from Citizen Margaret, all this 
would be converted into treafon in a moment; they fay, we don't 
leave you to guels it, but we flicw it you clearly without doubt ; 
every witnefs laid both now and on the former trial, after they 
had collected the Icnie of ^Avz people, they knew the Houfe. j>f 
Commons woidd make a Reform ; but would not if it was 
petitioned by a few thoufand people at one time, and a few 
tliouland at another, becaufe they knew they would be treated 
with difrefpc6l ; but the nioment tliey coUedVed the fenfe of 
the people at large. Parliament, they knew, would do it, but not 
without. How, I pray you, was the Slave Trade carried ? Par- 
liament would not hften to it ; they treated it with contempt ; 
but I muft fay the arguments were fo weighty againft it 1 could 
not pofTibly, as an honeft man, give my affent to it, becaufe 1 
knowj from my own knowledge, a great part of the evidence, given 
before the Parliament, was erroneous and exaggerated ; having 
been in thofe iflands mylcif, I know the Slaves are in a better 
fituation dian was ftatcd; and I know, in many inftances, if will 
^c impoflible for the planters to curry on their bunnefs, for fome 
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/length of time, merely by the whites on the Tflands ; but when tht 
great puWic voice or the people of E^land was colleftcd to- 
gether, and when the people furroundedwie Parliament, not with 
arms, but with Committees and Petitions, that were held in every 
corner of the country, the univeifal voice of the people came; 
• and I reconciled I was a reprefentative of tlie people, -and 
I here was a voice louder than mine. A member of Parliament 
has no right to inftrudl his conftitucnts, but the whole people of 
England have a fair right to go a confiderable way in diredting 
their members in Parliament what their duty is ; and all that 
can be laid before you, or faid upon the fubjcft, is, that my 
Clients, who are fcvcn people only, met together for thafjhjrpofc ; 
and furely Mr. Attorney General, who is a man of wifdom and 
experience, doii*t mean to fay that thefe feven people, now in 
Newgate, intended to be a Parliamciit-;-Wherc are all'the reft ? 
One Ijiiiulrcd and thirty Delegates met at Edinburgh — from 
whom ? Delegates from Societies, the numbers of which they 
knew, the books and papers of which they knew — where it.tfii$ 
confpiracy to end ? What man is fafe wno has ever belonged 
to them ? Where is the line to be drawn, and when is doubt 
and terror to be at an end ? How many tenants, at will of 
the Miniftry, are there to be in this country, if they belong 
to thefe Societies ? If a man happens to belong to a Society 
which meets for the purpofe of confidering the legality of peti- 
tioning Parliament, and if that is brought at all into qucftion, 
or debate, by a rafh mlfguided man, wiio, from the cnthufiafm 
of his mind, or his private opinion, puts forth things to the world 
that ftrike upon the ear, as being wrong, you are to fay, that a 
man, who knew nothing of thoie rafh meafures propoled, is to 
b^ condemned as if involved in ilie guilt, becaufe he correfpondcd 
with the Society. The King's witneffes have declared, upon 
their oaths, fucli was their objeits only, and thofc men are to be 
believed, becaufe they arc brought on the part of the Crown. 

Gentlemen, having dated fo much of the letter as is neceffary at 
prefent (anil you will liear it read by and bye) I fhall call upon die 
Duke of Richmond to explain it when tlie officers of the Crowd 
fhall afk him any quellion thrlaw of the land will fufFcr them to aft. 
This Society, tne Conftitutional Society, to which Mr. Tooke 
belongs, was inilituted upon the plan of the Duke of Richmond. 
Jt was inftitutcd by a man wirh wliom the 13uke of Richmond 
afted, and with whom Mr. Pitt aded ; and here let me cut away 
the a^rguments which the Attorney and Solicitor General relied 
upon fo much — mark the conduit of tliefe people — you fee die 
fame perfon who- is, as he tells you, and as his Counfel will prove, 
no candidate ii>r Univerfal Suffrage, but for a more roodente 
Reform.; you fee him co-operating with a man, and I am exadlf 
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in thi^ fame predicanie|rt myfelf, being with Major Cartwright, 
one of the Society^ of me Friends of the People ; you fee him 
co-operating with one, but why fhould I fay one, I will fay 
what h more, the mod enlightened man in this country ; a man 
to whom this country, in rhy judgment; owes more than it is 
likely to owe to any other man in any other fcafon, I mean the 
gentleman who fpeaks nothing of univerfal Suffrage in his letter, 
m anfwer to Mr. Hardy's application, namely Mr. Fox, who 
faid, he would prefent his petition, though he would not agree 
to annijal Parliaments or univerfal Suffrage; yet, in 1780, when 
Mr. Fox was a Delegate from Weftminfter, as many illuftrious 
perfons were from other places, to a Convention, which Dele- 
gates were to confider of the befl means of obtaining a Parlia- 
itientary Reform, it was carried againft the opinion of Mr. Fox 
to prefent a petition for that purpole ; it will be read in evidence, 
and you will fee his name figned to it, though it is moft no- 
torious his own opinions and inclinations went againft it. When 
a man is in a fociety he muft be ruled by that which is done irt 
"^ that fociety ; we fhall fhew you^ in this particular cafe, that 
when the Correfponding Society firft inftituted its proceedings,^ 
their objedts wet*e avowed and fexprcfTed to be thofe of the Duke 
of Richmond and Mr. Pitt ; laying afide this, here is the Crown's 
evidence to -fhew the original inflitution which they pub- 
lifhed to the world. There is no flatute of limitation upon 
treafon, this might equally be brought forward many years ^ 
hence as now, this that was publifhedby the Duke of Richmond 
and Mr. Pitt, was not cftnfidered by the officers of the Crown 
as ajibel, for if it is, it is not too late, if the Attorney Gene- 
' ral thinks fuch a proceeding would be decent, to call to account 
the men who wrote or publiih edit. That which they now confider 
to be high treafon, was publiihed very near three years ago, 
and all the proceedings, from firfl |o lafl, were publifhed in every 
newfpaper, fold in every {hop, and known to every man in the 
kingdom, and yet, till now, was never thought to'contain that 
.which now furnifhes this elaborate enquiry, and which you have 
been obliged to liften to for fo many days. They flate this, lay- 
ing afide all pretenfions to originality, we claim no other merit 
than that of reconfidering and varying what has been urged on 
the common caufe by the Duke of Richmond, Mr. Pitt, ami 
their then honefl party, years back ; now differing from them, we 
fupport the banner of truth againft the mifreprefentations of- 
men: — * The banner of trudi,' that founds like fomething that 
comes from the Jacobins ; they are claiming and holding forth 
nothing but that which has been done by the beft people in their 
pwn country ; they claim' no merit as to originality, and my- 
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Lord has told you it is not merely roiiiiajj to him that will Jo; 
but the Atrorncy General inurt |)rove tniit this does not mean 
wh:it 1 fay it does; it is a maiter of faft, and my Lord Chief 
jufticc in dehvering his charge to the Jury upon the late trial, fo 
iar from iaying, tliatmen ihould not he cntided to all the l)encfit 
to he derived Irom the iair conftrudtion of their exprelhons, faid, 
even when their expreffions were agaiuft them, God forbid ihcy 
ihouW be bound up by them, or even by their conduft, for in a 
' matter of the moil: i)cnal nature, it ouglu to receive tlic mod li- 
beral and candid interpretation. 

Gentlemen, we are now upon thcferond trial, and if there wai 
any confpiracy it would have appeared upon the firll; ; but after 
Mr. Hardy, tlic Secretary to tlic Concfponding Society, has 
been acquitted, akhough every letter, alnuWl, was written by him, 
or with liifi cognizance ; akhough the expreflloas are in his own 
hand wriiing ; ulthovgh, he lays, I mean what the JDuke of Rich- 
mond n-icani, and all the paiolc evideiue faid, they meant the 
fame — how is thr Lord Chief J nil ice's argument Inhverted aiid 
torn to pieces r 'J he Lord CJhief Julli^ e fays, inilead of giving 
them credit for it, men ili.iW not even be hound by what they 
, write in fu'ch a < ai'e. '1 h^y j>jc;f?u e one of tlicir |)ap<rr.s wirh an 
extract from 'i houjj^fon's j\>cm ol J/duMiy ; and tljey then 
ftatc they feck the icgcncration of th<.ir own coniliiuiion; they 
look up to that v.hi^ h Mr. I'iii, in forn.<:j Uwm-.h ha<l lon;»hr ; and 
whcdicr il he good or evil i, nothing to t!ie pmpolc ; I don't 
want to debate v,'i»'iiher it is or not— -I v/ouM not givr: ihls l)it of 
wax from the candle for your ojjlnion upon it- nor do I < -in* what 
opinion you e:.t/:itain uj)on it -the (|uc-llion is,. wlirth',»r I have 
not a right to* alk you, uj)on your rjaihs, in a cafe of high irea- 
fon, the njoli: awful cnfe that can he brought, when men, 
in their original hiftiiuiions, and hnce that time (for I will 
carry it up to the very rime that bniught w, to this place) when 
they tell you what diey njciin, who /hall fay tiiey don't mean it. 
Says Mr. Solicitor Cfeneral, in connnenting upon this part — 
l^eoplcrnay talk of their loyaUy, love, and adnnration of thccon- 
ftiiUMon, when nothing like it is in tlicir hearts. Lord Lovat did 
fo vvlicn iie wasconfpiring to overturn it - -Why, that obfcrvation 
h liardly wortliy fo learned a man as Mr. Solicitor (jentrak 
Gcriilemen, Lord Lovat was tiiken in 0|)en relK-llion, wnh arms 
in hii hands ; and, therelore, it makes a great difference between 
fbe two cafes ; if a man is taken in open relKrllion, with aniw, 
there can l)c no doubt of his intention ; if a man holds a knife to 
cut your throat, and fays, i love you v<:ry much, you would not 
put much faith in him. J.ord l>ovai's cafe is another thing, he 
w js in open rebellion and taken wirh arms ; but what is become 
of the arm* in tliis cafe, cv>en tlat folitary pike that itood in the 
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cbirner, in the former caufe, no longer makes its appearance i 
not even the knives make their appearance. J am very glad 
they did becaufe they are fo univerfally known in every part of 
the country, the people are (hocked and aihamed they fhould 
be given in evidence ; and they have, from all parts of the coun- 
try, been pouring in knives upon rne that I have got this box 
almoft full : in {hort, Gentlemen, if all other traded fail me, I 
may let up a cutler's fhop in confequence of this caufe. 

Gentlemen, be fo gofxl to attend to the next i)afrage, * nu- 
fnerous as our grievances are (this is the original inftitution of the 
Correfponding Society) if we once regain anannuully-eledled Par- 
liament ; and that Parliament be fairly chofcn by all the people, 
the people will again fharc in the government of their country.* 
Regain annual Parliaments ! I thought all this was to fubvert 
the conftitution, and to make a new one never known in this 
fcountry. How can you poffibly regain that which you never 
had ? How can you poiBbly rcftore that which never had an ex- 
iftence ? They tell you they want to fn?>vcrtand deftroy the go- 
vernment, and to fet up a Republic ; that is, by deftroying the 
King. Prove it, and 1 giVe up my Client to your vengeance ; I 
have as much intereft in it as any man. In order to prove they 
meant to fubvert the government of their country, they fet out in 
the caufe by reading that which manifefts the contrary ; and every 
man, who has eyes to read ox ears to hear it read, muft fay it is 
diredlly contrary to that which was ftated, they tell you it means 
dircdtly contrary to what the words exprefs, and that, in a cafe 
where all the oracles of the law, and all die reverend Judges fay, 
treafon is a crime that muft not be proved by prefumption, infe- 
rence, or conftruftion, but muft be proved, provably, by the un- 
erring force of demonftration. 

Gentlemen, I am in pofleffion of a great deal more than 
merely my own obfeivations. My Lord Chief Juftice, who . 
tried Thomas Hardy, faidthis, which I call to his Lordfhip's re- 
colleftion, he "faid, that it was but faintly aiTerted at the bar, 
that the prifoner muft not be taken to be implicated in all the 
materials laid before the Court, for many of them were figned by 
himfelf as Secretary ; and a man holding that office muft te 
fuppofed to read what he figned ; many of them were letters ad- 
dreffed to him ; many of them were written in his own hand/ 
which he aded upon, and muft he cognizant of. My Lord 
Chief Juftice, in arguing a collateral point, faid more than it 
was neceffary t6 concede, for it was not even faintly, but not at 
all aflerted ; to be fure he muft be taken to be implicated in it, 
as he knew all that was a6led ; if it was a confpiracy, he was a 
confpirator ; if treafon, he was a traitor ; if the intent is true, as 
•charged upon this record, he knew of that intent, and had that 
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intent himfelf ; for there was ivo other principle upon which 
he could purfue the meafures he did ; and the Jury who ac« 
pitted that man, and received fo much honour and applaufo 
:or fo acquitting him, are branded with perjury^ for there is not 
the fmalleft colour for acquitting him upon any other ground but 
that the charge was totally nugatory, and the confpiracy alfo. 
Whatever a man libels, or whatever may be written at Chalk 
Farm, or the Globe I'avern, unlcfs you can fay it was in ful- 
filment of the traitorous confpiracy charged, has nothing to do 
with this or any other of thefe caufes ; but, at all events, it did 
transfix the prifoner, who flood at the bar, in as much as he 
could not, in the nature oft hings, be i^:norant of the confpiracy, 
if any, which fubfitled in the two London Societies, the Socie- 
^tics at Manchefter and Sheffield, and the other Societies in the 
country are fuppofed to be formed of ignorant people, and 
drawn into the vortex of thcfe two great bodies in London > 
ret, we arc now advanced far in the fecond caufe, and who 
avc you get before Vv*)u ? I'he perfon who i» fuppofed to 
he tlic leader, and wlio has c onfpired to overthrow the King and 
Conftitution, with the man who has been acquitted by his Jury 
(God blefs them for it) being char|rcd with a confpirc^cy, for 
wlilch there was not the Iciiit t^uiiulation upon earth. That 
there were things faid and wiiiien, tliat were indecent, I admit, 
but the qiiefiion is — whetlier this writing and fpeaking was for 
the purpofe chiirr^ed ? I contend there is not the leaft pretence 
for faying it was witli tlie intent diat conflitutes this charge^ 

Gentlemen, the next thing is of a piece with that I have before 
ftated ; they tell vou, and I have fomc rcafon to complain — not 
of my learned Friend, lor 1 have no rcafon to complain of 
him, but thcCoin:nr)n's Houfe of Parliament, which I have nt 
right to complain of in this place, tiiought fit to give a qualifi- 
cation to this expartecviaence, which they have heaped together; 
tliey addreffed the King to fufpend the great palladium of our 
liberty ; they petitioned the King to do that ; and, therefore, 
the Attorney General was bound, in honour, to the pri- 
foners as well as juftice to the public, to lay before the Jury 
every material that he has laid before them. I have no reafon 
to accufe him or any of the Gentlemen, (every one of whom I 
refpc6l) with having entangled this evidence fo much, it is on\j 
matter of aftojiifliment to me how they Ihould have found their 
way through it. I don't charge them with having dealt hardly 
by any prifoner at the bar ; and when I come t^) fpeak, as I muft, 
of the ("everiiy and cruel hardli:ips my Client has fufFered, I beg 
it may not attach upon the law of this country, to which Ac 
honourable independence of the Bar gives fo great a luftrc; there 
h noihing I have fo much at heait, at diis momeutf as to make 
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iMi impreflfion, not merely upon you, but I hope I ftiall upon all, 
and particularly my learned friend, Mr. Attorney General, who 
cannot poffibly know all that has been done in the laft caufe, 
or in this. 1 hope I ihall make fome impreflion upon him 
that may be produdlive of the moft beneficial confequences here • 
after; and for that reafon, though I Ihall exhauft myfelf much, 
I choofe to be very particular in ihe obLrvations upon the evi- 
dence. 

Gentlemen, I am going on to ftate the next accufation is, 
that they had no fooncr let up this Society, thaii a Society at 
Norwich wrote to them to know what was the objeft of their 
inftitution, and that confcious that the objedt of their inftitution 
•was different from what it expreffed, they wrote a guarded fort of 
enigmatical letter, in order to deceive them. I confefs I never 
was fo much furprized in my life as at this obfcrvation ; I think 
it is hardly poffibie ^o ftate a more abfurd one ; the letter ftates 
this in the year 1792 (and what a fet of lazy confpirators they 
were, as you find tjiey had only got together eighteen or nine- 
teen in 1794) — the letter from Norwich fays, " Our princi- 
Eal defjgn in doing this, is, that we may have an opportunity of 
nowing more exadtly what may be thought the moft eligible 
ileps to be taken in carrying on this great bufmefs of our affo- 
ciated brethren, and to have an opportunity to aik fuch fort of 
queftions as may be thought very reafonable among the bre- 
thren ; efpecially when we think that publications are covered 
with a fort of obfcurity in it, as the Sheffield peoples' declaration, 
which feemed determined to fupport the Duke of Richmond's 
plan only." No\v mind, there is an end of the charge upon the 
Sheffield people and their obfcurity, for in this caufe I am now 
fpeaking upon, the Attorney General has called witneffes who 
were members of the Sheffield Society, and they fay, that was 
their purpofe, namely, the Duke of Riclimond's plan ; and the 
book was put into the hands of the witneffes. I have got attending 
here many refpcc^able men who will fwear pofitively, in the pre- 
fence of God and their country, there never was an idea in that 
large Society, except to obtani univerfal Suffrage and annual 
Parliaments, by holding meetings, or by a Convention of Dele- 
gates, to colled the fenle of the people, and that thefe Delegates 
fhould find out the beft plan to be carried on by all means that 
were legal. They fay, ** But fince we find, in a primed letter 
received from them in a book, that they mean to abide by fome 

fioderate Reform, as may hereafter be brought forward by tlie 
riends of the People, which mediod is uncertain to us. Again 
we find that the Friends of the People, and the Society forConfti - 
tutioual Information, do not exactly agree ; we could be glad 
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to know the rcafon. It fcems to me as though the Axfkretice 
was this : The Friends of the People mean only a partial Re- 
form, becaufe they leave out the words expreffin;r the Duke of 
Richmond's plan, and talk only of a Reform ; while the Man- 
chefter people feem to intimate, by addrcjjing Mr. Paine ^ as 
though they were intent ujion rejiublican hiinci/iles only. Now, 
to come clofer to the main queilion, it is only defired to know 
whether the generality of the Societies mean to relt fatisfied with 
the Duke of Richmond's plan only; orwiutherit is thetr Jtrivate 
dejign to rift up Ahnarchy by the roots and place Democracy in it^ 
Jieady " In the firll place, Mr. Home Tooke, the gentleman at 
the bar, has no more to do with this leucr than any of you to 
whom I am addrefling myfelf ; but without fpeaking at all of 
the gentleman in this caufe, I (hall keep him fvom all danger, 
and ihew no confpiracy exifted at all in any of the Societies 
with which he correfpondcd. Is it to, be endured that treafon 
and confpiracy {hall l)e fattened upon a man by alking the quef- 
tion whether I mean it ? if the anfwer is, I mean by an armed 
force to bring on a Repul)lic in the country, that flicws how I 
mean it; they have aflted you as to the objcfl: diey had \n view, 
and they refer you to their addrefles. 

Now, fays the Attorney General in the laft caufe, and the 
Solicitor General in this, we refer you to their addreffes : — why 
did they content themfelv^s with referring you to their addreflfes? 
they fliould go on with die inference to ne drawn trom them^ 
therein you will fee (nota bene, look at them) that thev mean 
to diffeminate political knowledge, to demand a rclforation 
of their rights, in Annual Parliaments ; the members of thofc 
Parliaments owing their eledion to the unbought and unbiaflcd 
citizens, in poffeiiion of rcafon, and not incapacitated by the 
commifSon of crimes. Thofe are the very words ufcd by the 
Duke of Richmond, whofe pupils they were : they fay, look 
into our addrefles, and you will fee we don't want to rih up, 
Monarchy by the roots ; but we mean to have that whicn the 
Duke of Richmond has ftated, Annual Parliaments and Um- 
verfal Suffrage. They confidercd that to be the ground work 
of every neceflary Reform ; to that ground they fteadily adhere, 
and turn neither to the right or to the left to foUow any other 
plan upon earth. 

After having fct myfelf right with my learned friends at 
the bar, and meaning to extend my argument no further 
than where it ought to be confined, 1? it fair or candjd in any 
tribunal, let the rank and authority of that tribunal be what 
it may, to fay that perfons have not been explicit in their anfwcrs 
to a queftion, when they refer you to dieir addrefles, and- tell 
you (and they don't do it generally but fay it pofitivcly) there 
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IS that which is our objeft, there you will find our plan, and 
from that plan we will not deviate, neither to the right or to the 
left. I think it is impoflible for any men whatever, in the com- 
mon oflBces of life to condu6l: themfelves with more candour 
or firmnefs — they go on to fay, ' let your endeavours go to en- 
creafe the numbers of your fociety, to form plans for regu- 
Jatihg the exifting abufes, and to obtain an equal Reprefcntation 
in Parliament.' 

Gentlemen, the next point to which I will call vour attention 
is, that which comes clofe to the conlideration ot this caufe; — • 
you obferve, that the charge is for holding a Convention in the 
year 1794, upon the 28th of March, for i (liall read to you ia 
evidence, the proceedings of the convention fo held, verbatim — 
and all the letters and papers 01 the convention. It is charged 
upon the record, to have been held for the deteftable purpofe of 
confpiring to depofe and deftroy the King ; and the Solicitor 
General will give me leave to aik (as he dwelt upon the 
words- ' let us hold another Convention') what is that other 
convention ? — What, fays the Solicitor General, can it be, 
but to hold another Britilh Convention, fimilar to that which 
was held in North Britain, confiding of Delegates from . 
_ the different focieties, which were difperlcd by tlie authority of 
jhe law.' I take him at his word — has he attempted to make 
put, or fliall it be faid, that thofe unfortunate perfons who got 
together at Edinburgh, (the 140 delegates from focieties im- 
menfely numerous in Scotland, and who formed ttie convention) 
^luft be held equally implicated in guilt with their focieties, 
formed of a vaft portion of his Majefty's moft affeflionate fub- 
je£ls in North Britain ? It is faid, this was a convention intend- 
ing to fubvert, and did a flume to itfelf, all the powers of govern- 
ment, and did that which the others intended to do if it had 
not been nipped in the bud by the difpej;iion of the Society, tlie 
arreft of its members, and by the inftitution of this proceeding. 
Let us fee what the Attorney General has proved, for really it 
fills one with horror to think the lives of men are to depend or be 
affefted by wading through fuch matters as this. How are men 
to defend themfelves, if they have not only their own tranfgref- 
iions to anfwer for, but are to have heaped upon their heads 
every thing done in every corner of the kingdom by perfons 
with whom they have no connexions, and whofe names, per- 
haps, they never heard of ? — Where is the purfe that is able to 
contend againft fuch a profecution ? Where is th.e man capable 
of contending againft it ?— r And where is the tribunal with fuffi- 
cient ftrength of body or mind to determine it ? 

Let us fee whether the Attorney General has made out his 
jpajor proportion, whether this Convention, in Scotland, was 
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what the othci 'ih fupporcd to be, nnd vvlrh which my client haf not 
the fmill'^ri pun ro 'b ? Whcihcr it was a Convention irieanii^ 
to fiibvcrt ihr ^/ovtjnrTjeiu by force, and afluming to stfcif rtie 
fun<£ti(yn» of paiilHrijcnt, intcrulltif^ to cxcrtife tibem ? In the 
firft place, my cli< r/t lias a lijilit to cxpecl this from the Geo. 
ticfncn ; iind Ix I'.rc I i^e;,;iri to cciuiuler what tliat Convcmion 
ditl, l(!t 11*^ (lc. what tu<; hoix^urable gentlenian, whom Irepreienti 
had to do with it. 

Thf-rc v/'is a propof.tirni made by oiie Mr. Willianif to 
fend ])(:U'y iics to the Conv^'ntion, which was, at diat time, 
to be held u[ iMlribur^li- -a ('onventioii— for wliat ? A Con* 
vefition to drflroy the jonndatioa of the government of thii 
country? Wuu n to be held in fecret ? l>id the i)eople get to* 
gether inid'T ih- fi.al of feciccy, and communicate together how 
rhcy mi^'Ju go on under the lui face to blow up the whole go- 
vcinment, and ihew thejnfelveH clothed with the dignity and 
majcfty of aufli(;rity ? No, thefe perfon^did what tlicir fuperion 
had done in 1780, for exactly the fame purpofe, notchoofing 
to encounter the charge of being rioters (for perfons cannot 
meet in laige bodies wiiliout being thought fo), tliey agreed CO 
fend peaceable perfons to reprefent them ; they fent them to 
Edinburgh to purfue the object of Reform in the Commooi* 
Houfe of Faijiament, by all means that were legal and conftt* 
tutional. Aye, but, fays the Attorney General, they werp 
means that were treafonaWe and feilitious. I'hcn prove it — aiW 
what proof have you ? In the firft place, Mr. Home Tooke 
being a member of tl)e Society for Conftitutional InformatioiH 
ha8 his name entered in their book — How dangerous if thiidoc- 
trine; and is it not Arange that evidence, which would not do 
in a cuufe of 10 1, value, ihall be fufBcient, in a trial for life or 
death ? They woidd make you believe a fociety is to be coofi* 
dcred as a < orporation h, and that the ^&, of the one is the aA 
of tlie whole. Inilead of that poor man I defended tlie odier 
day, if 1 had not an acute, a iagacious, and able man tode- 
, fend, who is cajjable of defending himfelf, how could I hafc 
got at that I am now dating to you ? I could not know he was 
not prcfcnt, although his name appears as being fo, unlefshispe* 
netration h ul difcovered it. I low was it pofliblc for me to know it? 
but the hotiourable Gentleman happened to afk Mr. Adams the 
fa(St ; and it Hicw/i what ought to be written upon tlie hearts of 
all men, and their children after them, that you ought to take 
care, when yon arc trying men for tlieir lives, not to convidl them 
upon flight evidence. Siippofe this had been criminal, as it 
was not, t!ie honoumlde and learned Gentleman has fought diis 
^aufc upon ptinciples he was not called upon to fight it. He 
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told me, as be told the Court, he thought it might operate to 
criminate others, had he conduftcd his caufe in any other way 
than he has. He fays, there is no criminality, 1 mi ghtfay 
alone, I am not criminal, but I difdain to do that, becaufe othcf 
men are involved in it, therefore, I call upon you, Mr. Erlkine, 
to defend the major part of the caufe, as well as the minor, and 
to fhew the a£is of others (which I have a right to do in this 
caufe) are not the foundation of any complaint. 

Gendemen, I am contending, that Mr. Home Tooke was not 
prcfent when tlie propofition to fend Delegates was made. — 
When it was made it met with great difapprobation — and for 
•what reafon was it? Was it becaufe they thought a rebellioo 
was tobe fet on foot in Edinburgh ? No ; the fVicnds of the Peo- 
ple refufed their affent for the lame reafon as Mr. Tooke did, 
becaufe they thought it a frivolous piece of buiinefs. If they 
thought it criminal, they would have been fcandalous, indeed, if 
they had fent the anfwcrs they did to the Coi refponding So- 
ciety ; for after die Friends of die rt:oplc, whofe condudt has 
been approved of by the Attorney General, after we were 
afked — (I, wlio fpeak to yoi:, bciii*^ a incn;ber) will you fend 2 
Delegate to this Convcntu^n, in additirjn to t!ie lift diat ftands 
upon record ? We refufed to fend a Dv^lcgute, becaufe we^ 
thought it an idle tiling, and to no piirp(>»ff ; we faid, although 
we know you are going. to hold a Convention; although we 
know your intentions arc good, yet, we vviil hi'.ve nothing to do 
with it. Upon the fame principle the honourable Gentleman 
would have nothing to do with it ; fo far from thinking it cri- 
minal, we offered to corrcfpond with the Correfponding So- 
ciety, and to co-operate with them in every diing that carried 
forward the objcdl of a Parliamentary Reform ; though we did 
not agree widi them in tl:e fpccics of Reform it was their pur- 
pofe to accomplifh, becaufe it would have been madnefs in us 
to have done fo, if they thought it would be accomplifhed by 
any body but Parliament itfclf. We thought the wifdom of 
Parliament would bring into effc£1: all the crude ideas which the 
private focieiics had concodled. What did this fociety do ? They 
poftponed the meeting from the agih to the 28th^ and they held 
what is called a fpecial extraordinary meeting, and Mr. Home 
Tooke was fent for from Wimbledon, Mr. John Williams, 
the mover of the propofition to fend a Delegate to this 
Convention, was fent to Wimbledon, in order to defire Mr. 
Tooke would come to enforce and fupport it. He refufed to 
do it, and he was written to as a man bribed and penfioned to 
deftroy the plan of a Parliamentary Reform, becaufe he refufed 
to accede to the fending of Delegates, in order to know how that 
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reform coiild be beft accomplifhed ; and yet this man, declining 
in years, and declining in health, a man of as great knowledge, 
learning, and ability as ever illuminated the hunian mind ; a mail 
who has devoted ib great a portion of his time to refearchcs, 
which will not be forgotten, and who, all the latter part of his 
life, has been accomplifliing a work for the benefit of the public, 
fiicli as, perha{>fi, the labour of man never before fet about; 
wifhing to fpend the remainder of his life in his garden, he is 
fuppofed to be the director of the great firing, which is pulling 
all the men in this country ; that he has his vaft and compre- 
henfive eye looking forward to the grand blow-up of tlie efta- 
blifhed conftitution of this country. Gentlemen, there is no- 
thing to equal this, even in the Arabian Nights Entertainments, 
the Tales of the Genii, or the Fairy Tales. He is called upon and 
rcfufes to attend, and Mr. Attorney General makes out for us, 
that this Gentleman at the Bar (for what have I to do with Mr. 
Yorke at Sheffield, or any other place, except to fhcw there was 
fto treafon any where, and I am now only upon the Scotch 
Convention) that this Gentleman fays, it is a trivial, trumpery 
bufincfs, you will get nothing by it, but the caufe of reform wilj 
be hurt by it. He forefaw that great inconveniences would 
follow from it ; and let us fee. Gentlemen, notwithftanding diis, 
what this Convention did : 

The Conflitutional r^ud Corrcfponding Societies were the two 
great fprings which were fuppofed to move all the different So- 
cieties in the country, and the Corrcfponding Society fend their De- 
legates and inllru^t them to purfue all legal and conftitutional 
means. If 1 fend a man to rcprcfent me in a plan which 
h^s been as open as day, and that man departs from my plan, 
which has been making for years, it mav be a crime in him, 
but there is none in me j but there has been no departure in 
tlie piefcnt inflance. Mr. Yorke, in the prefent inftancc, 
was chofcn ; but they wanted that, without which very 
little was to be doner- they wanted m.oney. Tliis great So- 
ciety that was v.-orking nndcrp::round, that was undermining the 
condltution of this grciit kingdom, had 50 1. a year for a fund, 
i'(Tty of which was fpcnt in the common expences of the So* 
ciety, iinJ there was 10 1. a ycnr more to anfwer other demands. 
To prevent them from being decried, they were obliged 
to br:;g as if they j)vfntcd things they never printed, and ex- 
pended money tliey never Irad, not wifhing to fbew how 
feeble a fiipi)ort they had. Mr. Adams tells you, Yorke laid 
he would not go bccaufe there was not ready money to 
fend him. The London Correfpondinr^ Society fent Delcgatei, 
and at l-.iO: they met. — What refohition did they conic lo? 
lu tlic fiiii: place, there is not a fyllalle in this caufe that was 

not 
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hot printad at that time, which is now two years ago. Thcfe 
people wtire not working in the dark, they lent a letter to Mr. . 
Dundas, flating all that was doing ; and if it was ofFenfive they 
were ready to abide, by it ; they publilhed this, and this was con- 
lidered as the great powder magazine in the caufe ; thaf the Con- 
vention confidering the calamitous confequences of any a£l of 
the legiflature — Why, according to thefe gentlemen, they were 
the legiflature thcmfelves, the legiflature was gone the moment 
the Britilh Convention fat ; they were the Parliament themfelves. 
It is a farce to talk in this manner, they tliought, as Engliflimen, 
they had the privilege of confidering together by delegation, or 
in their own perfons, fo that they might fet the public in mo- 
tion too ; in order to manifeft it, they fay this which may tend to 
difprovc die whole or any part, that it is their undoubted right 
to meet together, by thcmfelves or by delegation, to confider of 
the common interell, whether of a public or a private nature, 
holding the fame to be totally conliflent with the known and 
acknowledged conftitution of Englifhmen. Then here are men 
claiming a right under the Engliih law, while you are charging 
them with having a Parliament, and riding down and fubverting 
the Englifli law ; and here, again, I mull turn round to the 
Court, and if it is poflible fay I demand, for my Client, that 
which your Lordfhip would not be told in this fort of tone, un- 
Icfs your Lordfhip had faithfully given it to me ; your Lordfhip 
has given it before, and it is that you may recolledl your owa 
expreflions, that are entitled to be recorded. I (hall not be ar- 
. gued put of them, and they fhall not be faid, without proof, to be 
at this moment fubverting the conftitution of the country, when 
they claim a right, I, in my own perfon, fliall infift upon ; that 
is to fay, taking the fenfe of the country throughout, concerning 
the adts of the legiflature, in order that we may approach them 
as fubj efts'; but with that dignity that belongs to the public, to 
ftate our grievances, and to afk to have them redrefled; and they 
fay this, we declare before God and the world, we ihall follow 
the wholefome example by paying all refpedl to the conftitution 
of our country. What do they mean by the conftitution of tlie 
country ? — Why, according to the other fide of the table, the 
conftitution was. at an end, and they themfelves paid no regard to 
any adt, except of their own making, and they ought not, if they 
were a Convention with fuch views ; but tlicy fay they want a real 
reprefentation of the people, and they will accompli fti their ends 
unlefs compelled to refift by fuperior force — this is material ; they 
fay this, and Mr. Juftice Blackftone truly fays in his Commen- 
taries, * There would be a great fnare upon the confcience of 
the fubjeft, if there was any immorality in obeying any law, 
unle& it is a law for doing that which God prohibits ; that is a^ 
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. immoral thiAg; but if it be only to break an A& of Parliameftf^ 
cveiy man has a right to break it, taking the confequences.* 
We are told an A6t of Parliament is to pafs, fimilar to the Con- 
Ye6tion Bill in Ireland. At the time the people in Scotland'met in 
convention, there was no Convention Bill to prevent them doing 
that. Referring to the Convention Bill in Ireland, they fay, 
vrt will continue to do this, until we are prevented by fuperior 
force, and let us fee what that is. I called upon Mr. Attorney 
General, laft night, to know whether he would read a pap^ 
which was read in the former caufe, namely, a letter from Mar- 
garot, who was the delegate from the Correfponding Society, 
which explains the reafon for going on till prevented by fuperior 
force; becaufe, fays he, if we ^fift without fuperior force 
obliging us, we give up our right, and the right of others ; buf 
if we are called upon by fuperior force, Namely, the command 
of a magiftrate, then we muft retire. Margarot then gives this 
account of the difperfing of the meeting. When the minutes of 
this convention were read laft night, they were charged as being 
treaforiable — one don't know where one is, it is fo out of the 
courfe of all human things, it is fo totally unlike every thing w^ 
ever heard of in the world, that this convention, confifting of 
about 130 plain tradefmen, fome of whom you have heard exa- 
mined at the bar, being called by the crown ; we afked them 
what was their convention for ? Was it a convention to deftroy 
the-Parliamfent ? The poor fimple fellows were quite aftoniflica. 
No ! faid they, we never had fuch an idea ; and I (hall ftiew 
the convention in Scotland, was cxaftly the fame as that in 
England in the year 1 780. 

Gerftlemen, give me your attention to this letter, becaufe it 
has not been read (n this trial : It gives an account of thft 
diffolution of the Parliament, as it is called. * Two mcffengers 
came again into our room with Gerald — they left a fummons 
to appear at ten o'clock, with M. M. They left nothing but 
a requeft to accompany Gerald to the office ; yet when arrived 
there, he found that a warrant was iffued againft him, for the 
purpofe of detaining him a prifoner while the box was opened, 
and the papers examined. M. M. ftill perfifting in his refufal, 
the key was forced from him, the trunk was opened, papers ex- 
amined, and partly reftored ; the other part was kept, and a de- 
claration drawn up, which he was required to fign, but refufed, 
protefting againft the whole of the bufinefs. Gerald, however, 
figncd what was drawn up, in his name, and we were once more 
liberated, and fince then, now already twenty-four hours, no far- 
ther pcrfecution has been commenced againft us. But while we, 
as ir^clividuals, were thus haraffed, (Thurfday) the whole of the 
convention were equally ill ufed ; many of them werc.taken into 
2 cliftody, 
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eudody, and when the remaindery met as ufual, die Provoft, at« 
tended hy his myrmidons, went, and after pulling the chairman 
out of the chair, ordered the convention to difperfe, and informc|4 
them, that he would allow no fuch meetings in future, (Fridajr) 
the next day, the convention having agreed to meet at another 
place, out of the jurifdidtion of the Provoft, we had not been 
long affembled, before the Sheri-JF (who is juft fuch a Gentle- 
man as ilands there holding a white (lick in his hand) appeared 
among us, and commanded us to depart, after having aikod 
whether that meeting was the Britiifh Convention ? apd beii^ 
anfwered in the afErmative ; he next enquired, who was tl^c 
prefident ? Upon which, M. M. havipg openly, afked ai)d 
obtained leave of the convention, placed himfelf m the chair, 
and informed the Sheriff, that be, M. M. was the prefident of 
die Britifli Convention, and that^he would not break up die 
meeting, unlefs upconftitutionally forced thereunto, by the She- 
riff's pulling him out of the chair.' The whole is, that Mar- 
garet having obtained leave of the convention, placed himfelf in 
ibe chair, and fi^id he would not break up the meeting unleft 
unconflitutionally forced. — Is there any thing like what has 
been flated on the other fide ? — Is it not contrary to reafon to 
fuppofe the people ihould meet, fo few in number, and wltho^t 
arms, for fuch a purpofe as is ftatcd ? They might eafily have 
been crufHed, for it has been proved, in the caufe, not that they 
did more than they publifhed, but a great deal lefs. It is imgol- 
iible they fhould conceive they were doing any thing unconfti- 
tutional,' or that tliey fhould fay, we have a right to fit here to 
jdeftroy the King, to put him to death, and to alter the govern* 
ment of the country. Is that the way a great confpiracv would 
be conduced ? — Did you ever hear of a real confpiracy being to 
c.onducfted ? Thefe people mifguided, as they might be, did not 
keep it die leaft fecret, but continued writing raih libels, axid 
fubjedling themfclves to the punifbment for libels; thinking that 
their objcdt was good, and knowing it was good at die bottom, 
they exercifed the right of Englifh fubjefts ; they confidered the 
xn^giflrates as oppreSbrs, and when the Provoft dcfired them to 
Jifperfe, Margarot defired him to touch him, and (aid he wqu14 
not leave the ch^ir, unlefs he was forced out ; but the moment 
the Provoft touched him, }ie faid, I bow to your authority, and 
immediately retired. He feys, if I retire when I am'confcious 
of doing no wrong without fof ce, J confefs I am doing wrongs 
^nd I abufe the caufe of Reform ; for I give our adverfaries the 
opportunity of fs^ying our meeting is not honefl, when we have 
f ubliftied our intentions, and are ready to give an account of 
them to the world, and it is for the magiftjrate, taking the confe- 
j^ucnce upon himfelf, to difperfe us, 
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Gentlemen, when we are trying a great and importanr caufe, 
tipon which the lives perhaps of innocent men, the conftitution 
of the country,. and this law, as far as it. goes depends ; one is 
afraid of fufFering the impetuofity of one's mind to lead to allu- 
sions that are ridiculous, but fuch is the nature of this caufe, 
it is impofible to avoid it. In the tirft caufe, they read a part of 
the proceedings ftraight forward, and that having been read 
before, I fh all read it again ; it turns out on the minutes of the 
fifth day's proceeding of the Britifti Convention, that is, upon 
the 2IU of November, 1793 : Margarot was called to die 
chair, and it appears the amazing fum of Fifteen Shillings was 
coUedled from the vifitors, fo that Parliament colledts fixpenccs 
from the gallery, to maintain its authority ; and we are gravely 
to be told, this was really a meeting, wnich had for its objed 
the attainment of all the lu nations which are now carried on 
in this great country, by a great {landing army, by a great num- 
ber of men of van: property in the public funds, and a great 
number of rich perfons, whofe very beings are interefted and 
dependant .upon the public credit of the land. You are to fup- 
pofe this, that Mr. Home Tooke would have nothing to do 
with it, becaufe it was not the beft way of bringing forward fo 
majeftic a proceeding. They have proved that they coUeited fix- 
pences from vifitors, which amounted to 4/. 55. 8^. amongft which 
were two bad fhillings ; and that a perfon of the name of Moore 
gave one fhilling. There is not, from the beginning to die end 
of their proceedings, any thing that is poflible for any man to 
charge with that malignity which conftitutes the crime ftated 
upon this record ; but I admit, that in confequence of their 
difperfion, and a great deal of preffure has been laid upon it, 
a number of inflammatory letters, and among others, one much 
relied upon, which I will read to you, were written. When die 
convention was difperfed, the perfons who compofed it were profc- 
cuted ; and how profecuted ? — Were they profecutcd for High 
Treafon ? — They were not met, like Mr. Hardy and the odicr 
perfons, to confider how they fliould, in future times, hold a 
convention — they had held it. They were taken, ^^r^7«/^ deliffo 
in the aft of fitting, and I call upon the Solicitor General to 
declare, wiiether he did not fay, twice over, and his learned coad- 
jutor more than twice, that a confpiracy to call (which confti- 
tutes the charge upon this record) another convention, was to call 
another convention fimilar to that before held. If that be fo, what 
/hall we fay to the government of this countrv, for laying a fnare 
for innocent blood. I make no fuch charge upon them, 
but I think this fit of. alarm muft come fuddenly on them. 
When it is laid, that every man muft know what is treafon, 
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wasit not the duty of the government of this country — when 
they faw the minutes in the hands, of Gerald and Margarot — 
when they faw the quality of the a<Sls done-- ^when they had 
fpies in every man's houfe — when no man could fpeak but 
there was a man ready in his houfe to tell it to foniebody elfe, 
who was to tell it to a magiftrate, and by fome rule of law, not 
to be got at, is to be profecuted. I fay, was it not the duty of 
the government of this country, to have declared its intention of 
punifhing any who fhould propofe to hold another Convention ? 
In Scotland they profecuted Margarot and the other Delegates 
for mifdemeanours only, for writing of libels, and not for treafon ; 
and then, at the diftance of two or three years, when men are only 
doing what they thought legal, government finding it neceflary 
to give a ftronger dofe, comes upon them on a ludden with a 
conftru£tion of their a£ts, which no man ever thought of their 
bearing, and the government of the country was never called 
upon to enforce ; inrtead of that, How was it ? The magiftrates 
of Edinburgh having brought thefe people before the Court 
of Jufticiary, they were convi£i:ed of mifdemeanours, which 
gave great offence ; for, in my mind, but what fignifies my 
mind, for they were thought in the greateft minds, I believe, that 
€xift in this country, illegal proceedings ; and ;ilthough I fhall 
not be fo unjuft as here to attack magiftrates in the execution of 
their duty 

Lord Prejident, You fhould not fay they were illegal pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. Erjkine. I fay, they were queflioned in Parliament as be- 
ing illegal. I do not mean to give offence ; Gentlemen, it is material 
I fhould flate it to you ; mark die malignity of thefe mens' minds, 
although the Court of Jiifliciary, in Scotland, had done nothing 
but honeflly exerted itfelf, although there was nothing queflion- 
able in their adits, you fee thefe men vomiting forth libels of the 
mofl: flagitious ana feditious nature. 1 am not defending any 
man for a libel ; but, 1 fay, the condudl of the Judges was quef- 
tioned in Parliament, and may again be queflioned. I fay fome 
of the greateft men in Parliament were of opinion, that thofe 
proceedings were harfh, unconflitutional, and illegal. What is 
the complaint ? Here I am at the Bar, defending this Gentleman, 
who, by the bye, has written nothing. Shall it attach upon him, 
that he has fandtioned and approved a libel written by 1 bmebody 
elfe upon the Lord Juftice Clerk, of Scotland. A confpiracy 
to kill him, is not treafon ; but to kill the Judges, now before 

}rou, in the execution of their office, would be treafon by the 
aw of Edward I. If they had faid, let us murder this man, it 
would not be treafon — But what is it they fay ? Whether right 
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or wrong it is nothing to the caufe, fancying, and believing A^ 
rollcagues, in Scotland, had met with a harder fate than they 
deferved, they came to refolutions, which I do not (land here to 
defend ; I do not ftand here to defend a libel, but to fay, this has 
not the fmallcil bearing or application upon this caufe, or upon 
the honourable gentleman I am defending. The Committee 
of the Houfe of Commons drew up this report for the ufe of 
the gentlemen on the part of the crown ; for it would be im- 
poflible to try the caufe, unlefs this report was printed by fome 
authority or other ; but it Hums out they don't print the whole 
of it. I don't charge them with abufmg their truft for taking it, 
as it ftands nov-, it fays^, " Refolvcd," (ami it is an abftracl pro- 
|>ofiti<>n) " that law ceafes to be an objedt of obedience when 
it becomes an inftrument of opprcflion." 

** Refolved, That we call to mind, with the deepcft fatisfadion, 
the merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief 
Jufticc of England, who, at the sera of the Gh^rioqs Revolu- 
tion, for the many iniquitous fentences which he had pafled, 
was torn to pieces by a brave and injured people-" 

^l the ara of the glorious revolution^ which they arc fup- 
pofcd to detcft ! they fpcak of that glorious revolution with diat 
animation and that order wiih which it becomes every good 
man to fpeak of it, and fhew they only wanted the reftorarion 
of that liberty which the glorious Revolution brought about; 
and which they thought had been confiderably abufed, and had 
faded away. They make this abftradl proportion — every Jwi^ 
that acfts like Jcftcries, deferves the fame fate. I don't wiih to 
inculcate the doilrine, that if Judges are miftaken they are cri- 
minal, for a man may be miftaken and not criminal, but vith 
refpedl to the fentiment, it is a fentiment that ought to be in- 
ciokated in the mind of every man ; and i think it would be 
a wife inftitution if Parliament was to enai^ ther^ fhould be 
aniverfaries held, by which the names of great men fliould be 
handed down to pofterity, yet unborn, in order to create an am- 
bition to (hare the fame honours, for fame is the principle of ill 
glorious anions, and upon the other hand, there fhould be held 
up, as objedts of terror to mankind, perfons who have abufed and 
violated the facred fundions of the law of England. It would be 
a wife inftitution to hold up to individuals, fuch horrible exam- 
ples of injufticc, in order that nien, during the tranfitory paflages 
of a ihort life, which God haspiven them to live, mignt beware 
how tliey adied contrary to juftice and the improvement of the 
world ; for men had rather be held up as objefils remarkable for 
honeft and virtuous lives, than as having abufed the facred 

functions of their offices. 
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Gentlemen, this refolution, as far as it goes, may or not 
fepply to the Judges of Scotland ; but if it did apply, what has 
It to do with this cafe? it was read as evidence againft Mn 
Tooke, and if he had not prevailed upon the Court to grant 
him diat great indulgence which the Court did grant him, and 
which he has acknbvvledged, in a proper manner, that of permkt- 
ing him to come near me, in confequence of his great infirmity, 
how could I know the fad, that Mr. Tooke left the chair be- 
fore thofe refolutions were paft ? He knew the refolutions that 
Vfcre to be made — he difapproved of them ; and 1 will call to 
you the perfon who took the chair, becaufe Mr. Tooke would 
toot ftay in it, and would not fancSion thofe refolutions, and yet 
they acre brought againft him. I do declare the whole hiftory 
of human injulHlfe cannot produce any thing like it — It is fay- 
ing this, I will draw into the vortex of this caufe, any tranfac- 
tion, or any libel done or written by any man in the world ; 
every man's crime ftiall be confidered as yours, and I will con- 
vert the words written, and a6ls done, into fomething criminal 
againft you, though it is recorded in the book belonging to the 
fociety that you refufed your,fan6tion to it. 

Gentlemen, Mr. Tooke was at his houfe at Wimbledon ; he 
would not come to town, when called upon, and be is called 21 
penfioner and a fpy upoi^ the Friends of Liberty, becaufe he 
would have nothing to do. with thefe refolutions. . He leaves 
flic chair, when a refolution is paft of the very fort imputed 
to him, and yet, this is brought forward, even ifi a Court of 
Tuftice, where a man ftands with a fword, fufpended by a 
nair, over his head. When thefe refolutions paft, Mr. Tooke 
left the chair ; they go on — ► 

** Refolved, That we fee with regtet, but we fee without fear, 
that the period is fail approaching when the libenies of Britons 
muft depend not upon reafon, to which ihey have long appealed, 
lior on the powers of exprefling it, but on their firm and un- 
damfted refolution to oppofe tyranny by the fame means by which 
it is exercifed." From thefe fentiments, though they might he 
Aloft clearly explained, let me afk you — Can you doubt they 
meant merely a Reform in Parliament? And yet they have 
^one, from page to page to ftiew this moft glaring abfuidity^ 
they read you an entry to ftiew a man of rank is a republican ; 
they then read fomething elfe againft the government ; they 
then read, from another part, fomething to (new the fame man 
changes his principles, and converts his expreffions, in the courfe 
of twenty-four hours, making a man ofcillate like a pendulum, 
from one fide to the other, without any even courfe, and with* 
out any firm opinion upon this fubjed. 

Now^ 
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Now, Gentlemen, we come to the Correfponding Society, 
whofe obje£b are before you, and whofe Secretary has been ac- 
quitted at your Bar, upon an invefligation of their proceedings, 
to all of which he was privy : 

An addrcfs to the public having been read, in which there are 
cxprcffions which are thought to be difrefpedful to the authority 
of the government, Mr. Attorney General lays hold of them 
(it is read at a meeting of the 24tn of January, 1704), becaufc 
there was found a privity to it in the gentleman before you—it 
is this : 

" A motion was made. That it be refolved, that the moft ex* 
cellent addref^ of the London Correfponding Society be inferted 
in the books of this Society, and the King's fpcech to his Parlia- 
ment, be inferted under it, in ord^.r that they nv-y both be alwaya 
ready for the perpetual reference of the members of this So- 
ciety during the continuance of the. prefcnt unfortunate war, am 
that (in perpetuam rei mcmoriam) they may be printed togethc , 
in ofte fheet, at the hafijiy conclufion of it ; which happy coi. 
clufion of it, according to the prefent profperous appearances, 
we hope and believe, npt to be many months diftant.", 

Surely, Gentlemen, it is not high-treafon to believe what wc 
every day are told we are foon to expedl. Is it treafon to believe 
that we fhall foon bring to a profperous iffue the prefent cala- 
mitous conjuncture ? Are there any men who would have been 
compofed fo long as we have been, at this juncSlure, which has 
no parallel in the hiftory of the world, if we had not been taught 
to believe what Mr. Tooke is accufed of having believed ? Wc 
have been told, repeatedly, this war would be brought to a con- 
clufion ; and now, becaufe he is ftated to believe it, you arede- 
iired to believe the contrary, and you ihall believe the contrary ; 
it is an attack upon mankind. He believed the war would be at 
an end, and he endeavoured to find the caufes of it — Is diat 
high treafon ? Good God ! is a man's life to be loft upon the 
opinion of adminiftration ? Is there any thing criminal diat be- 
longs to it ? It is not a ftraw to me wliat you think of the pre- 
fent adminiftration ? I am fpcaking to men who are impreffed witfi 
a principle of religion and morality, and who recoUedt the fanflity 
of the oath they have taken ; and who recoUedl, as fubjedts of 
tlie country, that this fame meafure diey mete to others will 
be meted to them again ; the more you are attached to die 
Englifti conllituiion, the happier I fhall be ; but whether you 
are attached to the government more becaufe it is in the haiids 
of thofc who adminiiter it at prefent, or in the hands of thofc who 
may come hereafter, is a matter I have no concern with in the 
-wrorld — I have nothing to do with it — but I am bound to dothi% 
there is fojcnething very material, to which I defirc the Attorney 

General'! 
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tjfenerars attention — Amqng the various qualifications that be-* 
long to the gentleman I reprefent, and which many poffefs* 
tliough there is, certainly, none that excel him in all the powers 
of language ; he has devoted much of his life to the confidera- 
tion of this queftion ; he is not apt to blunder in his opinion ; 
and this fhews you what is meant by a Reform of Parliament ; 
when you fpeak of Parliament, you fpeak of the King, Lords, 
and Commons ; by the reprefentation of the People in Parlia- 
ment, you can never mean the King only. How can the peo- 
ple be reprefented in the King ? It is nonfenfe to fay fo. There 
is an entry in the book, that an amendment was moved, that 
between the words his and Parliament^ the word honourable 
fliould be inferted, that is to fay, between the King and his Par- 
liament, there the word Parliament is excluiivc of the King^ 
and all that Mr. Home To?)ke has faid is, that the wprds ho- 
nourable and faidiful were fcratched out, and that the King and 
his Parliament was the proper epithet. What is that faying ? 
Not that the King was not faithful to the people, but it was 
faying, that Parhament was not fo to the King. Is this a con- 
piracy for defamation upon the Houfe of Commons ? No ; it 
is a confpiracy tp deftroy the King ; and in order to ihew that 
they give in evidence a jibe, that he makes upon the Houfe of 
Commons, which he thought corrupt at the time, and not faith- 
&lly ferving his Majefty, whofe Parliament they are. • 

Gentlemen, the Attorney General, I underftand, means to 
fay, thefe overt afts, which have been alluded to, muft be 
taken together to form the treafon charged ; and if 'you fliould 
be of opinion they are proved, you will convift the defendant. 
I think, Gentlemen, there can be but one opinion in the world 
wpon it, namely, that the Convention never did intend to do 
that which this record fuppofes, that is, confpire to levy war 
and rebellion againft the King. Having had fo much hard 
fervice in this caufe, and fearing my ftrength of body may 

r've way, for it requires only ftrength of body and not of mind, 
broke off a little fhort in the confideration of the law ; but 
fi nee there may be a probability of the Attorney General ob- 
ferving more at large upon it, I will recur again to what fort 
of confpiracy, to levy war, it miift be, in order to make a man 
guilty of high-treafon. 

Gentlemen, I ftated before^ that in order to make it an overt 
a<ft of high-treafon, it muft be according to my Lord Hale, 
a confpiracy to levy war againft the peiTon of the King; he 
fays, * If men confpire to imprifon the King by foJ-ce, and a 
ftrong hand, until he hath yielded to certain demands, and for that 
purpofe gather company, or write letters, this is an overt a£t to 
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prove the compaffing of die King's death ; for it is iq effe^ tO 
defpoil him of his kiipgly government, and fo adjudged by all {he 
Ju^es in the Lord Cobham's cafe.* 

Gentlemen, I did not go tlirough tliis part fo much as I might 
at that time, and, therefore, I recur to it now. My Lord Halo 
being afraid that this confpiracy to levy war, mi^t be appU^ 
to any thing that any Attorney General might cboofe to apply 
It, ftates, with precifion, what I am about to ftate; but then, &yi 
he, < Inhere mufl: be an overt a£fc to prove that confpiracy to 
reflrain the King ; and then that overt a<9:, to prove fuch a deiign, 
is an overt a6l to prove the compaffing the death of the King.' 

Gentlemen, obferve the abundant caution of the writer who 
compofed this work, he was afraid that you (hould run too faft ; 
he fays, if men confpirc to kill the Kmg, it is high-treafon ; but 
there iilufl: be an overt adl to provft they did confpire to impriiba 
the Kin^, and when you have got the overt aft to (hew they 
did conlpire to impriion the King, it will iK)t Uo, for Lord 
J^ale fays 'it. mufl: be left to the Jury, in that particular inftance, 
-whether they believe they did it with that intent. Then, again, 
my Lord Hale, fearfiil otthe liberty of the fubjeft, and confidcring 
the great confequence of the fubjeft he was writing upon, fays, 
that which puts an end to every attempt to mifreprefent tliis cafe, 
* But then,' fays he, * this mufl: be intended of a confpiracy 
forcibly to detain or imprifon the King, and to.fubvert his go- 
vernment' I would aflc, vi^here wastl^iSiforc^— whocollevSled it 
— ^when was it begun — and who were tlie members of it ? For 
I am giving credit, that it is highr treafon to do this, if it i& forci- 
bly done as againfl:.the perfon of the King for, a fortiori^ it muft 
be againfl: the government. Shew me, \M^y the intention, and 
tjien fliew me the force ufcd. I fay, that.every overt aft is, ac- 
cording to the expreflion of Mr. JuJftice Fofter, only tlie man's 
mind made ufe of to effeftyate the purpofe of the heart, and 
that tlic treafon is the crime and not the overt aft ; and I beg to 
fay this, not only from the conftruftion which I put upon Mr. 
Jufl:ice Fofl:er's writing, but I could call a witnefs, whofe tcfti- 
mony Mr. Attorney General would not difpute, who would tell 
him, that Mr. Jufl;.icc Fofter told him that my conftruftion, which 
I put u|)on them, is the conftruftion of his words, and that hedc- 
iircd them to be fo undcrftood. I could call to you a perfoo, I will 
not nan)e, who knew Mr. Juftjce Fofter in his life time, and 
wlio has tao much learning of his own to mifunderftand his in- 
tentions ; lie C(iuld tell you, that he never meant that an overt aft 
%>uld be admitted p6fitively to prove the intention, but thai 
afi^^r tlie overt aft is proved, tlicn the Jury are to colieft what 
wai inicudcd. 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, if I have ftrengthto do this at any further length, 
I may recur to it, but, at prcfent, let us look at the fa6t, for 
what is law but the application of fa£l: to fome rule of adtion. 
What care I what count they go upon in the indiftment, the 
compafling the King's death is the faft they muft go to ; they 
muft fliew die intention, and you muft try the caufe upon the 
evidence. Now, Gentlemen, we come "to the a£l charged jupon 
the record. 

Gentlemen, I am very much obliged to my learned friend, 
who reminds me of going to this part of the; cafe (i was put 
out of my eourfe by having heard of this general count in the 
indi(Sment), that before I hnifh this bufinefsofthe Scotch Con- 
vention, I may not fail to do juftice to an acl of real gencrofity 
of the gentleman at your bat Although he could not be im- 
plicated in any a£t of Mr. Sinclair ; although he difappro\X'd 
of the Convention ; although he had refufed to attend, wlicn 
Delegates were propofed to be fent, yet, in the height of this 
man's diftrefs, he became his friend ; and after he had been pro- 
fecuted, believing that, at leaft, the profecution was extremely 
fevere, he ftept forth and wrote a letter to the members of t!ie 
Society for Conftitutional Information, in order to fupport this 
man in the hour of diftrefs ; and that adJ: of benevolence to a man 
who had done an aft that was never confidered as treafon in the 
man that did it, and was only fcntenced as a mifdemeanour'by 
the fevere laws of Scotland, is confidered as a crime in my 
client. A letter has been read, in which a great deal of indig- 
nation is ftated againft thofe w^ho deferted him. I remember, 
pretty nearly, what the letter is ; it is this : — He fays, tliis man 
Sinfclarir, has fufFercd for only doing that which Mr. Pitt and, 
the Duke of Richmorid did at other tifries ; and that entitles us 
to fliew what.Mr. Pitt and th6 Duke of Richmond did, they 
avowed the fame objedls that Sinclair had; therefore, whe;n 
he found this man profecuted and oppreffed for only doing 
what appeared to him to be legal, and what had been done 
by thofe perfons, he fpeaks in a tone of high indignation 
and contempt. He fays, if Mr. Pitt ever fliould be called to 
trial — For what ? For abandoning the caufe of Parliamentary 
Reform, which this man was engaged in, he hopes this country 
will not fend him to Botany Bay. Gentlemen, this is not an • 
indidiment for compafling the deatli of Mr.. Pitt, for if it was 
it would be no crime to fay he hoped he would be fent to 
Botany Bay. This was put in the common newfpapers on 
the very day it was written, fo that when Mr. Hornc Tooke 
faid, I waih my hands of you, I did not fend you, rciriCm* 
ber, I thought no good would iffue from this roolifh, trum- 
pery, idle proceeding ; though no man can pull a hair out of 
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my head for what you have done; though I have fuffcreJ 
the flander and imputation of being ^ a man bribed by govern- 
ment, becaufe I refiifed to fanftion your afts.; yet this man, in 
England too, for a benevolent aft, upholding a man in diftrefs, 
ofFei iiig him his purfc, though he knew he had done improperly, 
IS to have every aft of his lite looked into, and this is to be tumed 
into a traitorous proceeding, like which I can find no example. 
I take it for granted, the Attorney General is a man of too 
much gencrofity and liberality to make any obfervations upon 
this part ; yet, at the fame time, I am much obliged to my ho- 
nourable and learned friend for an intimation or that which he 
might think material 

Gentlemen, we come, at laft, to what I think the moft ftrik- 
ing part of the cafe; having ftated that tlie treafon was in 
confj)iring to aficmble this Convention, they then ftate how it 
was done. 

The fifth overt aft is this : * That they did traitoroufly caufe 
and procure to be made and provided, and did then and there 
malicioufly and traitoroufly confent and agree to the making 
and providing, of divers arms and ofFenfive weapons.' Thefc 
arc out of the qucftion ; and * that the different perfons mentioned, 
namely, Tookc, Bonney, Joyce, Kyd, Wardle, Holcroft, Richr 
ter, Moore, Thelwall, Hodgfon, and Baxter, did meet and ma- 
licioufly and traitoroufly did confpire, confult, and agree among 
thcmfclvcs, and together, with divers other falfe traitors, whole 
names are to the faid Jurors unknown, unlawfully, wickedly, 
and traitoroufly, to fubvert and alter, and caufe to be fubverted 
and altered, the legiflature rule and government, now duly and 
happily eflablifhed in tliis kingdom, and to depofe, and caufe to 
be depofed, our faid Lord the King from the royal ftate, title, 
power, and government of this kingdom.' 

Gentlemen, 1 know the Attorney General will not difpute 
this, that the charge of this count is, that in fulfilment of that 
which conflitutes the crime, namely, the compafTmg the death 
of the King, which was to be accomplifhed by depofmg him 
from the rule and government of the country ; in grder to carry 
that into effcft, they held a Convention — Now mind who did 
it — the count fays, " together with divers other falfe traitors, 
whofe names are to the faid Jurors unknown;" then this does 
not charge thefc poor mifcrable men alone, but it charges trai- 
tors to llic Jurors unknown. 

Now was tlicre ever any thing in the world fo abfurd as to 
fay that thefe fix men of one fociety, and five of another, who 
met to confer, for they could not co-operate until a deputation was 
given them by their focieties, for, in order that the two focieties 
might be more likely to come to what they intended, they de- 
puted 
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puted five of one fide to meet fix on the other. Does the At- 
torney General mean to fay, that all the members who were at 
the meeting, whether they chofe to co-operate or not, are trai- 
tors ? Does he mean to lay, they were appointed for one pur- 
pofe, and they met to carry into efFedl another purpofe ? The 
two focietics agree they will co-operate together, and they can- 
not do it fo well without an intermixture of members' — they fay^ 
fend five of your members, and we will fend fix of ours—thea 
we fliall make a report and fee what is to be done. 

Gentlemen, is it in the nature of human affairs that thofe 
who depute them fhould not know for what ihcy deputed them ^ 
If they do, is it in the nature of human affairs that thofe who 
were deputed fhould mean fomething different from thofe who 
deputed them ? Or, that the moment they become a committee^ 
they are immediately to a6l in oppofition to that which is the 
principle of the focicty ? There is this dilemma for the At- 
torney General to get over ; either thefe focieties, who deputed 
them, are traitors, or ihofe they deputed are traitors, otherwife 
you are to have fomething that makes the confufion of Babel. 
Thefe members met, and they did what you fliall liear, for I 
will flate the evidence verbatim. I muft thank you to follow 
me with your pens a litde in one or two parts. Mr. Hardy, 
who has already received the judgment of his country, having 
received a letter from a country correfpondent, proved in the 
caufe, flating, that this Convention having been improperly and 
illegally difperfed, it would be right to hold another; they 
fent this propofition to the Conflitutional Society, of which this 
honourable gentleman is a member. Mr. H. Tooke had no- 
thing to do with the Correfponding Society, he is only a mem- 
ber of the Conftitutional Society. On the 27th of March, 
1794, the Correfponding Society fends this propofition to the 
Conftitutional Society, which met upon the 28th, and then they 
read this letter, which I am about to flate to you, and which, 
makes the propofition ro them in thefe words, * I am dire6led 
by the London Correfponding Society to tranfmit the following 
refolutions to the Society for Conftitutional Information, and to 
requefl the fentiments of that Society refpefting the important 
meafures which the prefent jundture of affairs fecms to re- 
quire. 

* The London Correfponding Society conceives that the 
moment is arrived, when a full and explicit declaration is ne- 
cefTary from all the Friends of Freedom, whether the late ille- 
gal and unheard of profecutions and fenrcnces, ihall determine 
us to abandon our caufe.' This fliews that they conlidcrcd 
whatever irregularities thefe pcrfons had committed, which might 
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fubjefl them to profecutions, of a different nature never could te 
confidered as perfons fit to be fent out of the country for fuch 
violations of the law. They afk the Conftitutional Society — 
Are we to abandon our caufc, or fliall we try to get relief here 
in England, where there are no Judges who can convert mifdc* 
meanor into tranfportation ? Therefore, they afk the Conftitu- 
tional Society, Whether they concur in feeing the necefiity of a 
fpeedy Convention, for the purpofe of obtaining, in a conftituti- 
onal and legal method, a redrefs of thofe grievances under 
which we at prefent labour, and which can only be fo effeftually 
reftored? — Here is the word, ' rcflored,* again it runs all througn 
the caufe, and it (hews what the people meant to afk in tms 
legal and conftitutional manner, for they fay, * Which can 
only be effectually reftored by a full and fair reprefentation of 
the, people of Great Britain in Parliament.' Their objeft wag 
a rciiitulion of annual Parliaments, which this fociety was ex- 
tremely fond of, though 'Mr. Home Tooke never approved of 
it. When this is read, the Conftitutional Society enter it upoa 
their mimries. The fame propofition was made by the Cor- 
rcf ponding Society to the Society of the Friends of the People* 
The aniwer wliich we gave to ihem was a fond afFedionate 
letter ; we told them we woidd co-operate with them in the ge- 
neral objedt, tliough wc did not precifely agree as to tlife method 
of obtaining it; but we would not fend a Delegate to the Con- 
vention, becaufe \\ e thought it would anfwer no beneficial pur* 
pofe ; we thought it would not be of fufficient ufe to bring At 
Parliament to that whicli it might, by wife meafures, hereafter 
be brought to. The Conftitutional Society being of a different 
opinion, came to this refolution — ' Ordered, That the Secretary 
acquaint the London Correfponding Society, that we havers 
ceived their communication, and heartily concur with diem in 
the objedls they have in view.' What obje6b have they in 
view ? If a man writes me a letter, and afks me whether I wiB 
concur with him in a particular objeft, and he fets that out as f 
fair honaficU objedt, which I may purfue, furely there is nothing 
offenfive or improper in fending him an anfwer that I am ready to 
concur with him in the objedl which is fiated to be a feir and 
equal reprefentation of the people in Parliament. In confe- 
qucnce of this letter it appears the Correfponding Society agreed 
they would fend a delegation of fome of their members to con- 
fer with the members of the Conftitutional Society, and they 
fent Mr. Baxter, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Moore, Mr. Hodgfon, 
and Mr. Lovat, who was conlidered a traitor among the refl, 
and who was prefent at every one of the Committees of thft 
Correfponding Society ; but the Grand Jury confidered the whote 
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matter, and ihrew out the bill prepared againft him ; and if tliis 
caufe required it, he migUt be put into the box and examined, 
and he would tell you thefe people never had an idea of ufurping 
die authori,ty of the goverivnent of tlxe country, but tliat tliey 
met for IcgaJ purpofes, 

Gcntlein,en, the Conftitutional Society then came to a refo- 
lution in confequence of having thefe five perfons fent to them^ 
that they Vould appoint fojne of their metnbcis to meet the de- 
legation, fent to them. Only obferve what a fityation this gentle- 
maa ftands in, as a member of this fociety, he fees fomething done 
perfecilly conflitutional, but in his large and enlightened judg- 
ment, a Convention is not likely tp be attended .with fuccefs* 
. Some of the fociety fay, we will appoint fix perfons to meet 
tjie reft, and they (hall oe Mr. Tooke, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonney, 
Mr. Wardle, and two others ; upon which Mr. Tooke imme- 
diately faid, don't appoint m^ one of that Committee. He 
could have no more idea than I had as one of the Friends of 
the People, when they fent this letter, that any diing wrong was 
intended. He faid, lie would not give his aflent to it ; fays he, 
don't put me down as one, I will have nothing to do with it. 
You may afk him why did he fufFer his name to remain ? Why 
did he not withdraw himfelf from the fociety ? He has told you 
himfelf, generoufly and humanely, much better dian I can fay 
for him, and thofe men under the fame circumftances with him- 
felf, have to thank him for the manner in wliich he has ftated 
his refoludon. He has faid, I thought it not criminal, and if 
I thought it not criminal, am I to withdraw myfelf from a fo- 
; ciety, and quarrel with others, becaufe I *am not exactly of dieir 
opinion with refpeffc to the beft mode of bringing an objedl to 
pafs — Says he, I will not attend — and it has been proved he did 
not attend. 

Then they met the next day, this is a Committee of Cor- 
fefpopdence which Mr. Tooke had difiented frojn as well as 
reprobated the Scotch Convention. In a cafe where a prijToner 
. c^lls up witnefs to contradi£l the crown's wltneffes, diis qucftion 
may apfe — Is this man worthy of credit or not ? Shall we be- 
lieve him ? Does he not come too much biafled ? I'he Attorney 
General cannot fay you fhull believe that part I point out and 
i>ot the reft ; witneife^ are eidier credible or incredible. If 
^itnefles are incredible they ftiould not be called, and a wit- 
nefs who cannot be bciicved to die utmoft extent, ought to be 
Hooted out of court. I have called no witncflbs yet, nor if I 
\vas fpcaking for myfelf would 1, though I will in diis cafe. 
A man called on die part of the crown itfclf, has proved the 
contrary of die crime charged, I mean Mr. Adams, the Secre- 
. . tary 
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tary of the Society for Conftitutional Information, who knc^V 
all the purpofcs for whicli they met, and he has declared there 
never was fuch an idea amonjj them as is charged; but their 
objcdl was a l^irliamentary Reform of the Houfc of Com- 
mons, by legal means. They have flated notliing of arniis in this 
cafe 'J'hc Solicitor General has not ventured to open his 
mouth to flate any thing of the pikes that v^^ere forced into the 
other caufe ; they were driven out of court, and 1 hope they 
will keep out. We heard no more of that fpy, ^Mr. Watt, 
who was hanged as F'itzharris was, for a fpy, havmg the money 
of government in his pocket. We have heard no more of Mr. 
Hardy, for whom I was fweating witli the greatcft anxiety, ray 
mind being filled with terror that he mi{^ht be executed, from 
the Jury not being able to ftparatc him from the great mafii 
of evidence which did not nll'edl him ; and I thank God wc 
liavc licard no more of the intention to ann, and fay, peace be 
to its manes. 

Gentlemen, Mr. Tooke is prefcnt in this focicty, which Is 
perfedlly legal, upon the nth April ; and 1 fhould tell you that 
\ipon the 4th April, tliis gentleman met at Mr. Thelwall*« 
houfe — mark tlie qucflion — Was Martin there ? So bccaufe they 
choofe to put the name of a man upon parchment, he is to be 
taken to be a traitor before trial ; he is to be hung by the neck, or 
to be ruined, becaufe he is found in company with a i>crfon who 
may be more innr)cent than my client that I am defending.— 
Hiey then afk — Was not Harcly there ? There the cmphafiswas 
put ui)()n Hardy, though he wdl be a hardy man who dares to 
put it upon him any more; for by the laws of England, he 
(lands an iK^neft and innocent man, although he was implicated 
in every part of thefe proceedings. 

On the 4th of April, the Conmiittee met at Mr. ThelwaU's, a 
gentleman whom I (hall reprefent in this place, if he is brought 
to trial, and who I have no fear will be acquitted whenever he if 
brought to trial. "I'liey held a meeting at his houfe, and Mr. 
Lovat was prefent ; wpon the ^th of April they met again, and 
tlien they are to repoit to the iocieties what they had done. 

Now, here iigoin, Gentlemen, thefe five pcrfons from one 
affembly, and i\\ from the other, meet to confider what is heft to 
be done by both focicties ; they meet to confider upon it and to 
draw up fome refohitions— What to do — to a£i upon? No; 
to give in their report to the focieties, they muft know what 
the report is, and wliat was tlie intention of making it. How 
many men are to be hanged ? And how many arc to be calfcd 
traitors? 1 fliall call into coint the moil; refpeQ:ablc men» mem- 
bers of that focicty, who were prefcnt, who knew what the coii- 
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Vention was to be held .for — I will fhew you by the moft re- 
fpeftable gentlemen, who knew every thing that pafled the 
intention of this meeting. I, myfelf, could prove it, for I 
know it perfectly well, becaufe the Correfponding Society ftnt 
to the.Society of the Friends of the People ; but 1 will not offer 
myfelf as a witnefs, and I hope the honourable gentleman will 
not require it ; but I will prove there was no fecret of their inten- 
'tion, for Mr. Richterfaid to Mr. George Rous, one of the moft 
honourable gentlemen I ever knew, and a very worthy member 
of our profeffion, whofe veracity will not be dilputed — ^he will tell 
you, that Mr. Richter faid he regretted the letter was fo inune- 
diately fent, riiat they had not agreed about calling a Convention ; 
and if he had had an idea it was contrary to the advice of the 
Friends of the People (a bead-roll of whole names you have had, 
and my name has been repeated in five or fix of the papers), they 
would not have fent it. Mr. Richter told Mr. Rous, we will 
take your advice about it, if you think it is not the beft way of 
doing it, we will do it in any way you will advife. Mr. Lovat, 
againft whom a biirwasprefented, but was thrown out, will tell 
you, that he was prefent at the meeting, and that there was not g. 
lyllable paffed, which the King upon the throne might not have 
heard. Mr. Lovat will tell you what he has declared before, that 
he thought, in his confcience, the King's perfon was fafer, his title 
to the crown more fecure, and the fucceifion of his illuftriou5 
pofterity more certain, by the means of a timely check to 
the outrages that feemed to undermine thrones, which, he 
thought, were intended for eternal duration, and which are 
only fupported by large armies, feeing them crumbling to duft, 
and about to fall with a weight that would fhake, in a manner, 
the whole habitable globe, 'rtiefe men, and many others be- 
fide them, of which number I profefs myfelf to be one, though 
I differ as to the means by which the delired Reform is to be ac- 
complifhed, had the moft virtuous and innocent intention to do 
that which the moft illuftrious perfons have recommended ia 
public, and talked of in private. 

Gentlemen, upon the nth April, they make their jeport, and 
here again Mr. Tooke knew nothing ; they had made a propo- 
fition, which he oppofed ; the Committee of Correfpondence 
never met ; they came to a refolution, that the fame perfons 
who compofed the Committee of Correfpondence fhould be a 
Committee of Co-operation, upon which, Mr. Tooke's name, 
being in the Committee of Correfpondence, ttood as one of the 
Committee of Co-operation, without his confent. In his ab- 
fcnce they came to a refolution, that that committee which had 
been conftituted to confer, ihould be like\yife cpnftituted to co- 
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operate, this is as if you could confer *by hocus pocus, or aJ If 
men being called a Committee of Co-operation, were co-ope- 
rating in treafon ; but Mr. Adams, the crown's witnefs, has told 
you, that, without his confent, his name being firft pul down as 
one of the Committee of Cor < fpondence, it was planted into 
that of the Committee of Co-operation. 

Upon the nth of April, they met, and they produce this 
refolution : 

* Refolved, That it appears to this Committee,' — for it is 
their report I am now reading, and which was read upon the 
nth of April, 1794, in the Conftitutional Society, upon re- 
ceiving the report of the committee formed of thefe five or 
fix gentlemen from the two focieties, and it will fhew what they 
meant, they fay — 

* Refolved, That it appears very defirable a general meet- 
ing or convention of the society of me Friends of Liberty fliould 
be called.' — For what ? To fupplant the King — ^to fubveit 
the government — or to take the rule and order of government 
(rom Parliament? N6> but to take into confideration the pro- 
per means of obtaining a full and fair reprefentation of the peo- 
ple in parliament. So that becaufe two focieties, that have ex- 
ifled for years in this country, fetting out, as the Chief Juftice 
faid, upon the» Duke of Richmond's plan, then they are to be 
called^ traitors. Tell me, when does the treafon commence — 
with whom planned — and who were the parties to the drcum- 
fiances of it ? It fays, there then came on a debate about the 
word * convention ;' it was ftated, on one fide, to be a Saxon 
word, and on the other, a Latin word from ' conventio ;' both 

' fignifying a meeting ; and, in $.rder to put an end to the quarrql 
about it, the word * meeting' ^4ras inferted, and according to 
that it is altered — ' That it appears to this committee very de- 
firable, that a general meeting or convention of the Friends o4* 
Liberty fliould be called for the purpofe of taking into confi- 
deration the proper methods of obtaining a fiiU and feir repre- 
fentation of the people.' What is it the Attorney General 
means to fay ? Does he mean to fay it is high treafon foF per- 
fons to make a delegation to certain perfons m a body,^ that are 
coUefted together for purpofes legal, or that it is illegal ? I w3l 
fliew they w^re purpofes totally different fi'om that charged 
upon this record, and that they met to take into confideratum 
what was the heft method of obtaining a Reform? Docs he 
mean to fay, that is in itfelf a charge oi high treafon for forci- • 
bly fubverting the government of this country, in a cafe vrfwe 
force is difavowed by his own witneffes, and where not a word 
of iirms is heard ; to do them jufticc, they have been tardy In 
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calling parole evidence, and for the beft reafon in the world,.^ 
though in the former caiife they called abundance of witneffes, 
every one of whom, one after another, upon oath, negatived the | 

proportion which conftitutes the charge here ; and to-day Mr. 
Gibbs brought out, in my abfence, what he communicated to me, 
fince, that they all, with one aflent, faid they had been infulted 
and abufed, and that they made a few of thefe pikes, which 
were brought into court, to defend themfelves. The Attor- 
ney General feeing this * beggarly account of empty boxes* 
could not be made out, gave it up, and we have heard nothing 
about Mr. Franklow, or the Lambeth Society getting arms, 
which was all brought into fervice againfl: poor Hardy, but. 
againft which he ftood firm and unfhaken. There was an- 
other reafon why, undoubtedly they did well to call no pa- 
role evidence, for to have called people who knew nothing of 
it, would be calling, people who could give no information, 
and to call people that did know it, would be calling people 
that knew too much, and to do it by fpies, would be only calling 
up * ragamuffins to be peppered.' My Lord Chief Jufticc ^ 

Jefferies faid upon the trial of Lord Ruffel, we bring no fufpi- 
cious perfons, we have not raked the jails for witneties, but we 
bring men of good credit ; — ^here they have brought you nothing 
but papers, containing nothing but what you might find on any 
file of old ne,wfpapers ; and i will undertake, with a very fmall 
exception, in one- week to coiled): from the different coffee- 
houfes, a fac fimile account of what you have been hearing 
read for thefc three days, although no printer was ever called to 
account for it. 

N.OW, Gentlemen, let us come to the finale of this bufinefs, 
that grand cataftrophe of which you have heard fo much ; let 
ws fee upon what fmall pivots the fate of nations depend, and 
Vvhat an amazing efcape this country has made. 

Thofe perfons forming the committee of co-operation, agreed 
to meet on Mondays and Thurfdays, in Beaufort Buildings, . 
the lirft meeting was ftat^d to be upon the 14th of AptiL There 
was a n>epting held at Chalk Farm, where Mr. Tooke was 
not prefent, and with which he had no concern whatever ; and 
.when my learned friends are told Mr. Tooke did nothing f 

.upon that meeting, and was not prefent, let them recolleft that 4 

Mr. Lovat was there, that he has been before die Grand Jury, 
who heard all the evidence, and threw put the bill. Lovat, the 
chairman ar Chalk Farm, andjone of the members of the com- 
mittee, is not put upon his tri«ij, and yet when the nian who was 
.in the chair at Chalk Farm, ft^nds as an acquitted man before 
the accufing Inqueft, though he is not to be put upon his trial, 
yet he is to be hung like a weight round the neck of the gentle- 
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tnan who never had any conne£^ion with him, and who, I will 
prove, never faw him until they met as prifoners together in 
the Tower, and as people muft, when they are put prifoners 
in the fame flaircafe, meet ; that was the firft time Mr, 
Lovat law Mr. Tooke, and yet he is to be brought againft 
hiim who had objefted to every part of the plan propofed to ob- 
tain a Parliamentary Reform. 

; Gentlemen, upon the 17th of April, thofe perfoqs who were 
to co-operate and confer, none of them came. 

The 24th of April was the fecond Thurfday ; the Correfpond- 
ing Society came, but no body from, the Conftitutional Society, 
and you know, in order to confer, there muft be the two So- 
cieties. 

On Monday, A^^ril the 28th, three weeks after their firft ap- 
pointment, this notable confpiracy met — What did they do? 
They have got the books," and tney have the witneflcs to all 
their a6ts. We cannot fpeak to one another but we know 
no fooner is it done than we find fomebody before the Privy 
Council being examined touching the matter ; but that has no- 
thing to do with this caufe. 

On the 28th of April, three weeks after their firft confpiracy, 
this committee met, talked of the news, and of the weather, 
took fnufF with one another, and retired to their houfes, and not 
a fyllable of any thing was faid aboiit the King or the Parliament, 
or any body elie. 

On May the ift, the committee met again, when nothing 
was done. 

It. is in evidence, on the. 5th of May, they met as before, 
iiot a fyllable was faid of any thing l)ut the weather and the news 
of the dav, and went home at half paft eight o'clock. Nobody 
has accufed them of doing any thing improper — Where is die 
^evidence to prove what was done ? There is nothing but what 
is upon paper, and no witnefs at all is examined in the fhape of a 
man, except two or three, every one of whom exprefsly negative 
every thing which conftitutes the charge. 

On Thurfday, May the 8th, the committee met again, and 
nothing was done. 

On Monday, May the 12th, in the midft of all this, five 
people of one tociety meeting fix of another, conftituted for the 
purpofes held forth in the open day, avowed from the beginning, 
and throughout their whole corrcfpondence — I fay, in the midft 
of this, Mr. Hardy is taken up, taken out of bed from his affec- 
tionate wife, who has loft her life in confequence of the terror and 
fright occafioned by it ; he is now a wimefs, if it is necefTary to 
call him, who will declare, and wilLconfirm it under the fandion 
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of an oath, being qualified fo to do by the verdidl of that Jury 
which acquitted him ; he will declare, if it (hall be thought^ 
neceffary, being privy to the whole proceedings of the Corref* ' 
ponding Society, that he had no more conception or idea of 
treafon being intended, than the witneffes examined before the 
Privy Council, and whom you have heard examined here ; he 
can come forward as an honeft man, and fpeak the honeft truth, 
and all he knows, which I am perfuaded will produce not only 
the honourable acquittal of this gentleman, but of every perfon 
connected with the tranfadtion. 

Gentlemen, there is another curious circumftance refpeding 
the troops feen at Spital-fquare-^I don't mean to fay, that thofe 
troops were out becaufe of the dinner at Spital-fquare — I don't 
mean to fay fo, becaufe I mean to fay nothing but what is 
proved; but it does appear this was confideredas a ferious 
plot, and Hardy and Adams were taken up by the King's mef- 
fenger, and all their books and papers fcized. A letter is- 
written to Mr. Tooke, ftating that circumftance, and thea 
follows a long ftroke, which appears to be fomething very mate- 
rial in the caufe : * •. Can you be readv by 

Thurfday ? ' This letter is intercepted, and is put into' that 
green box, as a precious depofit, for the purpofe of a criminal 
trial for high treafon ; and when it comes out, what is it ? — that 
Mr. Joyce expefted that Mr. Tooke, who was to take the red 
book — O ! but fay they, there was fomething faid about a black 
book, which muft be meant to contain a lift of thofe intended 
tO'be -affaflinated, and the red book of thofe to befaved: it 
turn* out, that if there was any convulfion in the country, he 
expeded to be cut off himfelf firft ; and the faft appears, the red 
book^as the Court Calendar, and Mr. Tooke was to make a 
calculafeon (which a man ought to have fome time to make), 
and a C(^rre6t lift, of all the places and penfions which Mr. Pitt 
has received, or his family, through his bounty. Mr. Tooke 
thought it was fit to be correft upon that point, and Mr. Joyce 
wilhed it (hould be publiflied, and to know if it could be ready 
by Thurfday. 

Gentlemen, my client told me a curious ftory, which I won- 
der you have not had brought before you : — There was a fpy 
put mto a fociety, and I need call ho evidence to this, for any 
body who knows Mr. Tooke, or has attended to him during the 
courfe of this trial, will fee it is fo like the humour and wit that 
diftinguifhes him, that the thing will prove itfelf without any 
evidence. This fpy came into the company to fee what he 
could. pick up, and there was prefent a Mr. Gay, not a prifo- 
ner in the King's Bench, but a Mr. Gay, a member of the 
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fociety, nominated by Mr. Tierncy, (a gentleman I have in my 
eye) and he had travelled to the north, Sie Lord knows where, 
and found a flone uponwhkh Mr. Stuart had written he would 

fo no further, and ihould confider it as the end of the world. 
Ir. Gay found this at or near Kamfcatka^ and he wrote upon 
Ac ftone * This is the beginning; of the world.' Mr. Gay was 
prefent in this company, and k)me one was fayine. What is 
to be die plan ? What is to be done ? Upon which Mr.Tooke 
anfwered, ^ Don't let us difcuis it here, for there is a gentle- 
man prefent who will go further than any body would choofe to 
Ibllow him C smd I will be bound if I had the rummaging of 
Ae jgreen box, I (hould find it in it. 

Gentlemen, if you would fubtradl: that which I have not 
bngs to go through, for I have been mucfe oppreffed by attend- 
ing upon thefe trials, but abftratSting from a vaft deal of matter 
which has been read, and upon which t mean yet to makefome 
obfervations, this is the fum and fubftance oi the whole evi- 
dence, as it applies to this cafe. But it is faid, though this is fo, 
all thefe things together (no one of them will do to be fure) but 
Aey all fhew together, that my client had the intention chai'ged. 
I don*t know. Gentlemen, how it can appear, but I recom- 
mend to thofe who are of that opinion, to perufe the cafe of 
that mod unfortunate, but much lamented nobleman, the Earl 
of Strafford, who was attacked, and when they could not pre- 
vail over him in the ordinary coiirfe of juftice, they heaped 
matter upon matter upon his bead, io order to deftroy him, 
diough no one 2l& done by him was treafon, all waflbtacipcd 
together to make treafon ; and i cannot help making a reivark 
upon that, for next to the authority of great lawyers, the.|^ilho* 
lity of great hiflorians comes in aid, more efpecially hMdrians 
jnoft wonderfully gittcd, perfons who are revered and Miowed 
by ages, before fuch another man is found, a man of thesf^rp^teil 
and pureft notions of municipal government ; I ipeak of Mr. 
I>avid Hume ; he gives this account of Lord Strafford's trial, in 
die reign of Charles the Firft, in the iixth volume of his 
J-Iiftory of England, page 431, he fays, 

* Qf all ipecies of guilt, the law of England had, with 
the mofl: fcrupulous exadtncfs, defined that of treafon ; becaufc 
on that fide it was found mofl neceffary to prote<Jl the fubjecl 
againd the violence of the King, and ot his minifters. In the 
famous ftatute of Edward 111. all the kinds of treafon are enu- 
merated, and every other crime, befides fuch as are there cx- 
prcfbly mentioned, is carefully excluded from that appellation. 
But with regard to this gviilt, an endeavour to fubvert the funda-- 
mental laws^ the Aatute of treafon is totally iilent ; and arbi- 
trarily 
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trarily to introduce it into the fatal catalogue, is itfelf a fubver- • 
lion of all law; and under colour of defending liberty, reverfes 
^ ftatute the beft calculated for the fecurity of liberty, that had 
eve;- been enafted by an Englifh Parliament. 

* As this fpecies of treafon, difcovcred by the Commons,* 
Has the Houfe of Commons the merit of difcovering it ? — •* h 
entirely new and unknown to the laws ; fo is the fpecies of 
proof by which they pretend to fix that guilt upon the prifoner. 
They have invented a kind of accumulative or conjlru^ive evi- 
dence, by which many adlions, either totally innocent in thero- 
felves, or criminal in a much inferior degree, fhall, when 
united, amount to treafon, and fubjeft the perfon to the higheft 
penalties infli£led by the law. A hafty and unguarded word, a 
rafh and paffionate adlion, aflifted by the malevolent fancy of 
the accufer, and tortured by doubtful conftrudlions, is tranf- 
mitted into the deepeft guik, and die lives and fortunes of the 
whole nation, no longer protedled by juftice, are fubje£ted to 
arbitrary will and pleafure.* 

It may be faid, this is not like my Client*s cafe ; certainly 
It is not; for, * the harfh and unguarded words' were the 
harfli and unguarded words of my Lord Strafford; the rafh 
writings were his writings, and the paffionate adlions were his ; 
but what is imputed to my Client, is the raih adioiis of otlier 
men, which he disapproved of. 

My Lord Strafford pleaded with all that eloquence, which 
if I had the power of conveying to you in language, this caufe 
would not now be before you, and my Client would not be 
where he is. 

He fays, < Where has this fpecies of guilt lain fo long con- 
cealed ? Where has this fire been fo long buried, during fo many 
centuries, that no fmoke fhould appear, till it burfl out at once, 
to confume me and my children ? — Better it were to live under 
no law at all, and by the maxims of cautious prudence to con- 
form ourfelves the befl we can to the arbitrary will of a maftcr, 
than fancy we have a law on which we can rely, and find, at 
lad, that this law fhall inflidl a punifhment precedent to the 
promulgation, and try us by maxims unheftd of till the very 
moment of the profecution. If I fail on the Thames, and fpht 
my veflel on an anchor, in cafe there be no buoy to give warn- 
ing, the party fhall pay me damages ; but if the anchor be 
marked out, then is the flriking on it at mv own peril. — Where 
is die mark fet upon this crime — where trie token by which I 
fhould difcover it? It has lain concealed under water; and ijo 
human prudence, no human innocence, could fave me froux 
l^e deflrudlion with which I am, at prefent, threatened.' 

2 Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, I roaintain, if this is treafon, it is a Tnarc laiJ 
for the fubjeft ; he is fufFered to encounter it for years i it has 
been known, when men have been taken doing the very aft 
■which is now in contemplation, for fear the perfons (houlj 
know the aft they are accufed of, a different fpecies of offence, 
totally difllmilar has been charged ; and after letting tliem lay 
by, not even bringing a piofecution againft them, on a fudden 
they are fplit upon this anchor widiout a buoy, as is defcribed 
by Lord Strafford, and not only an innocent man, for, I be- 
lieve, this man at the bar would have Courage enough to meet 
his fate ; but all man kind woukl fuffer from the arbitrary in- 
terpretation of the law. 

He then fays, ' Let us not, to our own deflrudlion, awake 
thofe fleeping lions, by rattling up a company of old records,* 
by the bye, they can rattle up no record to fuit this cafe, 
* which have lain for fo many ages by the wall, forgotten and 
neglefted. To all my afili6iions add not this, my Lords, the 
mod fevere of any ; that I for my other fms, not tor my trea^ 
fons, be the means of introducing a precedent fo pernicious to 
the laws and liberties of my native country.^ 

Now, Gentlemen, proud as I am of being a fubje£l of this 
country, I muft reveal to you the fatal confequences of injuf- 
tice; — all this eloquence, all this truth, had no avail before an 
abandoned tribunal, which had thrown off every fpecies of juf • 
tice. He addreffed them thus, * My Lords, I have now trou- 
bled your Lordihips a great deal longer than I (hould have done; 
— were it hot for the intereft of theie pledges, which a faint in 
heaven left me, I fhould be loth' — ^liere, he pointed'to his chil- 
dren, and his weeping flopped him, as it would flop me, if I was 
to read further. He was convifted ; but then, what followed? 
— what always will follow in England ; and though I will not 
offend againft the Chief Juftice, or the other Judges, by accufiiig 
the Judges of Scotland with paffing an improper fentence ; and 
though I know the ridiculous figure feme modern Prophets have 
cut, by their prophecies remaining unfulfilled at the time ap- 
pointed, T will venture to predicl, that the feptcnces againft 
Margarot, and thofe other perfons who are going to Botany Bay, 
will long, long before it pleafes God, in the ordinary courfe of 
nature, to call me from the world, or moft of thofe that now 
hear me, be reverfed in parliament, as this damnable judgment 
was reverfed. 

Gentlemen, the Attorney General will fay, he wants no con- 
ftrudtive treafon; I give you this as a proof of intention ; it is 
|iot that crimes of an inferior nature, taking them as fubftan- 
tivc crimes, amount to treafon, but that they go together yo 

ihew 
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flieiV the intention : — The intention of what ?--^I fhould be 
glad if it was poflible, and the rules of tl;ie law of the country 
permitted it, to afk every man within hearing, or every man 
and woman without doors, who has fenfe and reafon, What is 
it they have proved? What is it they have eftabliihed ; and 
whether you could kill a fly upon it ? Yet you are afked to de- 
liver to dertruclion the Gentleman now before you. They fay, 
there is good reafon for all this, becaufe Mr. Tooke confented 
to fend an Addrefs to the Convention of France ; that he con- 
fented to pay a mark of refpe61: to Mr. Thomas Paine, who had 
written a book, containing grofs matter againft the Monarchy of 
the country ; becaufe he was privy alfo to the approbation be- 
ftowed on Mr. Joel Barlow, who had alfo written a letter of 
congratulation to the Convention of France ; and, laflly, becaufe 
he had himfelf written a letter to the Prefident of that Conven- 
tion, offering to fubfcribe 4000 livres to carry on the war, even 
too if, in the event, part of that money fhould be employed in 
carrying it on when his own country was engaged with other 
countries at war with France. It will appear, for we niean 
to call for that paper, by and bye, and all about his being a 
French Citizen, that Mr. Home Tooke never applied to the 
Prefident, and had nothing to do with it. 

Gentlemen, 1 am not fo much exhaufted, but I can touch 
upon tliofe things in their order, as far as they require to be 
touched upon. 

I am quite furprized this paper has been fo little underftood, 
or how it has happened that Mr. Paine has been fo much the 
fubjefi: of approbation, as connefted with the conftitution of 
France. 

Gentlemen, it happened that when France threw off the 
yoke of an arbitrary monarchy, which had not only been at- 
tended with infinite evils to itfelf, but many calamities to this 
country, and had been produdlive of endlefs wars, which caufed 
great burthens to be laid upon this country ; (and one would 
really think, if France could get back a monarchy again, this 
country would be in peace for ever, though fhe was never fo 
long together, when the Monarchy of France exifled) I fay, 
when France threw off the yoke or an arbitrary monarchy, the 
people of this country felt a general joy at the great event, that 
feemed to emancipate fo large a portion of the human race from 
a yoke which was difhonourable and improper to be borne ; 
which was brought on by a continuation of abufes ; and by not 
having that which has faved this country, by not having early 
reforms from time to time ; for their church was never reformed ; 
their flate was never reformed ; and from the want of that repair, 
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which the edifiLCS of civil life require, tumbled to the eai^fli afi 
once ; whereas, by the firm interference of our anceftors, fronv 
time to time, our religion was moderated and protefted ; our livcs^ 
pafTedeafier along, and the country grew up with new illuftradon< 
Gentlemeii, fome of the firft people of this country expreffed 
the moft public approbation ; every honeft heart beat with plea- 
fure at the 'idea of fuch a monftrous fabrio and mafs of abufe 
being tumbled to the ground. When I confider the fituation of my 
client, and ^heii I compare what may pafs in the mind of an- 
other man with what has pafTed in my own, I never confider 
that I was not a good fubje^t or a difafie£led perfon to this 
country, when, long after the French Revolution, I affociated 
with perfons who have been conftantly mutable and tranfitoiy, 
being monaichy men to the laft degree one day, then changing 
to another fpecies of men, aii4 at laft coming into republican 
principles as France has done, becaufe very, very unfortunately^ 
the powers of Europe would not leave her to do that for herf^f 
which every nation ought to be permitted to dg, namely, to take 
the good or evil of its own government and inftitution into confi* 
deration. — All Europe combined againft France, and war was 
carried on againft this unfortunate country, by all the defpols 
of the earth, with w^hom, thank God, the King of Great 
Britain has no fimilarity ;. they were determined to difpute with 
France the inftitutions made by itfelf : Many of the firft per- 
fons of this country were difgufted, and confidered it as un- 
jufl^ and thought it would be very ruinous to the country ;. but,, 
very unfortunately, a Gentleman, moft undoubtedly a man of 
the firft talents in the world for writing, and, moft probably, a 
^ery honourable man, wrote two books which, perhaps, arc 
nqt in every one's hands, but which may have a greater eflfcdk 
upon mens minds tlian any thing elfe ; I fpeak of the book 
written by Mr. Burke upon the French Revolution : There was 
nobody fpoke of a Revolution in England ; therefore, did it 
follow becaufe France, that had no conftitution at all, or any 
government that deferved the name of government ;- did it fol- 
low, that bcciiofe fhe had chofen to affert her own liberty, that, 
therefore, there could be no liberty but her*s.^ — I rejoice in sif- 
lerting the liberty of this country'; and I think it is a danger- 
ous precedent to fuffer hberty to be overborne by foreign force, 
which may end in our own country's ruin ! — Did itfohowfrom 
thence, it was refolved to facrifice at the feet of France the confti- 
tution of England ? — Cannot I rejoice at the liberty of France, 
without meaning to fubvert my own ? Will any man be fo mad 
as to fay fuch a propofition can be maintained ? Surely not. Yet, 
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Mr. Burke has fald it. I ftate this, becaufe it is the origin of 
Mr. Paine's.book. Mr. Burke denied pofitively, and in terms, 
that the French had any right to change the government of their 
own country ; — he took up the cudgels for all the defpots of 
Europe, at the time they were waging an oppreflive w^r upon 
an exalperated people ; he has been the caufe, as they have 
been, of all the blood that has been fhed, and which one' trem- 
bles to think of: they had to difpute with other countries, un- 
der other circumftances, aflerting their own rights^ Mr. Paine, 
was, indeed, a republican beyond all queftion — but he be- 
came fo in confequence of the fame corrupt and fcandalous 
attempt to interfere with the liberties of the people of America ; 
he became a republican in confequence of the difputes in Ame* 
rica : and is it not an aftonifhing thing, xhat this very Mr. 
Burke, who confiders every man as a traitor, , w^ho attempts to 
name Thomas Paine, and conceives he can only be anfwered 
by the laws of criminal juftice ; to the aftonifliment of the whole 
court, I will /he wan approbation of Mr. Thomas Paine, by 
the fame gentleman himfelf when he was pleading the caufe of 
a nation — not of a fallen nation, that had the right to choofe i(8 
own government, but pleading the caufe of America, at that 
time in open war with, and rebellion againft. Great Britain. 

Mr. Paine wrote a book called « Common Senfe,' now 
mind, Gentlemen, I have a good deal of knowledge upon 
this fubjeft, becaufe having it caft upon me to defend this 
Gentleman, I am intimately acquainted with every thing that 
belongs to that work, and I take upon me to affert, (though I 
have no right to take away the merit of Mr. Paine) the book 
called the Rights of Man, is almoft in every part of it a copy 
of his own book, which he wrote before, namely Com- 
mon Serife, almoft verbatim! — It is a curioflty to look at; it! 
—Mr. Paine had written a book', called ' Common Senfe :' 
When did he write it? — He wTote it when America had thrown 
off the yoke of this country ; when this country was exerting 
every nerve to fubdue them, then in rebellion. Mr.,Horne 
Tooke, who fits at the bar, faid fomething in a former fpeech, 
concerning France, at that time a neutral nation, which ferves 
to explain his intentions concerning the interference of foreign 
nations. iVlr. Burke, in a pamphlet, faid, as to thevidtoriesm 
in Ameiica, * he felt every viiSoiy as a blow upon his heart,' 
What ! feel every viftory as a blow upon his heart, that wa$ 
gained over rebels ? — Yes ; becaufe be confidered, and felt it, as 
a rafh, abfurd, and ruinous war; he faid, * I have not yet 
karnt to rejoice in hearing of the flaughter of a long lift of 
3 H :% name«i 
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names, familiar to me from my infancy, or to rejoice becaufo 
ftrangers are taken prilbners, whofe names I never heard. — » 
The battle of the White Plains has no charms for me, and I 
cannot rejoice at finding their forts in the poffeffion of the Bri-; 
tiih arips.' 

Gentlemen, if this was in Mr. Shclton's hands, and ftated to 
be from Citizen Yorkc, whai would become of us ? Suppofe 
we were to make peace to-morrow — and I do not know how 
long we are to gc) on ; and fuppofe the other powers at war da 
not make peace, and we do, as I hope we fhall, ihall not I 
wiih her fuccefs? — that I fhall ; — Shall I not exprefs it? — that 
I will; and who v/ill tell me I fhall not? I will afTert the 
dignity and charadier of an Engliihman ; I will aflfert the nar 
ture of man ; I will look up to that which has made my country 
what it is ; 1 will confider I am looking at a country that fhould 
be the ftar of the Wcfl:, to light up again thofe nations that 
have lofl their liberty, and to bring it again into the progreffion 
of things. 

Gentlemen, Mr. Burke provoked Mr. Paine to write this 
book, and I will prove to you Mr. Home Tooke called him 
rafh and foolifh forty times over, for putting in thofe ridiculous 
parts about monarchy ; he faid,Why did you talk abput monarr 
chy ? Why not content yourfelf with vindicating the honour 
of fbciety, and fhewing the rights of the people in making a 
conflitution ? Why did you write vile and fcandalous attack* 
upon the authority of the crown ? And yet Mr. Hprne Tooke 
is thought to have adopted the whole of the work. 

Gentlemen, Mr. Burke fays, * If any man afks me what i$ 
a free government, I anfwer, it is what the people think is a 
free government, for they are the only proper judges of the 
matter.' It is Mr. Edmund Burke who fays that. Now 
mind, Mr. Thomas Paine wrote a book, (and I take upon me 
to aver it, for my client tells me he was under his roof a long 
time) and I pleagc my veracity if you look at that book called 
Common Senfe, you will find he has been a plagiarifl from 
his own book ; he fays, all of a fuddcn, when the French afTerted 
their rights, holding out the arms of friendfhip to us, which I 
will prove, for I have fubpocnaed the officer of the Houfe of 
Lprds to produce the correl'pondence between Lord Grenville 
and Mcnlieur Chauvclin, and they fhall be read to you ; you 
will find un abf(/iute diiavowal of enmity, and the greatefl amity 
held out to England ; and I know, from experience, that long 
after the revolution in France, it was enough to be an Englifh- 
man ; formerly a man muft go over with recommendations, and 
then could hardly find his way to the halls of great perfons, 
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A man going over as an Engliftiman, long after the revolution, 
^vus'hcld in every lort of refpeft. They held out the arm of 
afFcdlion towards. us, and is it to lie fuppofed, that for that rea- 
fon, we are to give up our government for theirs ? 

Gentlemen, hear Mr. Tooke's opinion upon it, it is one of 
the moft remarkable things in the caufe, and will be given in 
evidence. 

There was a meeting held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
called (not at all by Mr. Tooke) to celebrate the firftanniveri'ary 
of the French revolution, where a noble Earl (Earl Stanhope) 
was in the chair, and a motion was made, * That this meeting 
does moft cordially rejoice in the eftablilTiment of liberty in 
France, and behold with pleafure, the good will which appears 
to pervade the people of that country towards this, efpecially at 
a time when it is the manifeft intercft * (as God knows it is of 
both ftates) * that nothing fhould interrupt the harmony be- 
tween them, which is fo effential to freedom and happincfs, 
not only of both nations,' but of all mankind.' And, Gentle- 
men, I do not think after I read this, 1 fhall be fuffered to go on, 
making any more remarks on this part of the fubjeft, bccaufc 
it is a key to the whole. Mr. Home Tooke begged that the 
honourable gentleman, who was the mover, would add to his 
motion, fome qualifying caufe to guard againft mifreprefenta- 
tion, that there was a very wide difference between England 
and France, that the veflel of France was abfolutely bulged 
and loft ; whereas in England we had a noble, ftately, and 
found vefTel, failing fmoothly on the bofom of the ocean, and 
though fhe might appear fomewhat foul at bottom, yet that her 
main timbers were all found. Mr. Home Tooke therefore 
requcfted, there fhould be an addition made to the motion, and 
that if fome addition was not made, he Ihould move it himlelf ; 
accordingly he did move this publicly, ' Ihat the people of 
England, by the virtuous exertions of their anreft(;rs, have not 
fo hard a tafk to perform as the French had, but have only 
to maintain and improve the cor.ftitution which their an- 
ceAors have tranfmitted to them.* Lord Stanhope, I take it for 
granted, is not fo tired of his peerage and rank, and of 
the nobility he holds, and as litde is the honourable mover, 
Mr. Sheridan, tired of the confiitution of this countrv, which 
he daily iliufiratcs, asto wifh to overturn it. When IVfr. Home 
Tooke moved this amendment, he did it in the face of the whole 
country, and publiftied to all mankind thofe opinions I will 
prove to be his ; but why fliould I prove them to be his, when 
Mr. Attorney General has been fo liberal in wafting his ftrengtli 
for diefe laft three days, to prove, that by this nioticn, Mr. 
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Tookc was only going on in the ordinary courfc of his life, 
which I fhall prove from year to year ? 1 fliall take him ilp in 
•he year 1780^ and bring him down to tlie very time he comes 
before you at the bar, to ftiew thofe are his fentiments and opi- 
nions, and that he has conftantly held them. Tlien what is it ? 
. — there are oflFenfive parts in Mr. Paine's book, and there arc 
good parts in Mr. Burke's ; — there are three pages read out of 
ihe whole of Mr. Paine's book ; and you will remark, when 
great appiobation comes from either of the focieties, it is not 
approving of that pan which recommends monarchy to be de« 
ftroyed, but, on the contrary, thofe particular parts wliich I wifli 
all parties would attend to, which are not at all intended for the 
deftruiSlion of government ; and if a man, who is a republicaiv 
writes a book, whicii is a libel, it is a libel only in him, and 
let him only be puniilied. How can it be fuppofed Mr. Tookc 
meant to fubvert the conftitution of the country, when his whole 
jtenor of life is diredly the contrary ; and 1 will (hew Mr. 
Tooke, in company with Mr. Paine, faid to him, How can you, 
as a man of common fenfe, becaufe you are wounded ami ir- 
ritated by what was done refpeftinc America ; how can you, as 
a man of common fenfe, talk this mifF about monarchy } I will 
apply that to Mr. Burke ; I wifh to fpeak with great refpcS of 
Mr. Burke, though I differ from him ; this book was written, 
I have no doubt, with an honeft intention ; however, I think 
it Ls, upon a mod detcftable principle, calculated to do much 
mifchicf, and a book that debafes the charailer of man ; yet I 
ihall take care the perfon whofe education muft be dear to me, 
and is of courfe, by the law of nature, charged to me, fhall do 
with his own hand, what I have been doing with mine, at the 
intervals allowed from exercifingmy profeffion, tbatistoextraA 
from die works of this moft extraordinary perfon, and this 
work among the reft, all thofe wife maxims and principles of 
religion, thofe awful and fublime principles of morality, phib- 
fophy, and juftjcc, drawn from experience common in life, and 
have them all colleded together. — What do I fay? — I fay, I 
diflike your book, but it has a great deal of good in it ; fo Tfay 
to Mr. Paine, I like your book, but there is a great deal of ba^ 
in it. Let Engli(hmen attend to this, becaufe it is their caufe ; 
Mr. Paine had publiflied this work, the firft part of the Rights 
of Man, which 1 have feen perfons reading in the Houfe of 
Commons, over and over again, when tliey (houid have been 
liftcning to the debate ; I (ay, it w^s publiihed, and in every 
man's houfe. 

The fecond part was publifhed, and in every man's hands: 
it was profecutcd as a libel, and it was not determined till 1793, 
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when it was brought on to trial. O fhamc! you will fay, 
when I relate what I am about to do — that there was a con- 
fpiracy formed, that the author fhould not be defended ; that was 
ilie clue to Mr. Home Tookc's conduct ; there was a confpi • 
racy^ that Mr. Paine was not to have tlie benefit of a trial ; he 
was a poor man, and he could not defend himfclf ; he was to 
have no counfel, and I, who fpealc. to you, was threatened with 
the lofs of my office, if I undertook his defence as an advocate, 
as 1 do in tliis place; I was told, Mr. Paine mud not be de- 
fended; I did defend him, and I loft my office — thofe are facfts. 
What ! when I defend a man, muft I not, tliercfore, defend his 
work ? 1 appeal to an honourable perfon, the prefent I^ord 
Chief Baron, who was Attorney General at that time, whe- 
ther the effe£l of my fpeech to the Jury was not, laying my 
hand upon my heart, to profefs my love and veneration for tlie 
Englifti Conftitution, which I confider to have nothing to do with 
thatcaufe, and put thequeOion, Whethcrconilllentwiihihe Law 
of England, tliat book could be publiflied ? — they found it a libel, 
and pronounced it to be fo, upon this ground, that when a man 
induftrioufly endeavours to render the people of the country dif- 
afFedted to the government, by making them think it impro- 
per, and that it is good for nothing, he is guilty of fedition ; and 
becaufc Mr. I'homas Paine, when upon his trial, had a fub- 
fcription raifed, which was affented to by Mr. Tooke, who 
knew him, though he always abufed and condemned him for 
that foolifli part of the book, the approbation of the book is to 
be foifted in, as (hewing the intention to be treafonable, although 
the moft learned and exalted peifons have approved of parts of 
that book, and he is to be confidered as a traitor, although, in 
the language of Mr. Sharpe, he ftands on ariRocratic principles, 
and has l>een a monarchy man on the face of his whole condudt 
througli life. 

Gentlemen, it would be the moft dangerous thing in the- 
world, to fay we muft nujfe up an endlcfs aniinofky between 
the two nations. What is the beft way to prevent the infciSlion 
of a foreign government, whicJi is nearer a fpecies of infanity 
tlian any thing elfe, from reaching this government or any 
other r What ! is it profecution ? — N o : try to guard the human 
mind in anotlier way. Milton, the poet, fays, ' that attempting to, 
put down books in that way, is like a fpark that flies vp in the 
face of him that feeks to tread it out; or, it is like a man tiiat 
builds a wall about his park to keep out the crows.' Shew them 
the benefits of the governm.ent ; let them feel the good eflFe<3:s of 
it; and I will be bail for it, for ages it will fupport itfelf; let us 
feel the guardian protedtion of the law ; let every man ftand 
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fecurc, as every man will; and I vow to God, I think, ^haf 
the condudl ot the Court and Jury, upon thfe trial of Mr. 
Hardy, the patience and attention with which it was heard, 
and the ultimate refult of it, has done more, at a time when 
every man is' called upon to do his beft, than any thing elfe 
could have done. We fliould intertwift ourfclveS with one ano- 
ther ; we fliould be like a bundle of arrows, which, while toge- 
ther, cannot be broken ; but, when unbound, tunible to pieces. 
I did not like to anticipate any thing, therefore, I only ftated 
what had happened ; but fo faft as the wheel goes round, and 
before a caufe comes to a conclufion, new events arJfe in die 
world, from the fyflem of prejudice which prevails. For God's 
fake ! let Englifhmen know they are fecure under the law ; that 
an unprotefted man may fland uj), and fay, here I am accufed 
of this crime, and can defend myfclf: this is the letter of the 
law — this is tlie ftatiite of Edward, which fays, in treafon, die 
overt aft muft be to dcpofe the king by force ; you- have proved 
no force. The Solicitor General has not told you who were 
traitors ; when they began to be traitors ; what it was they did, 
that made them traitors; or who began it; nothing concerning 
it ; I heard nothing like it. 1 heard a long lift of old newfpapers 
read, without aiiy one fa£t, or any one thing ftated. The Chief 
Juftice and the Court have been obliged to take upon themfelves 
to do what w^as never done before ; does not that entitle me to 
fay, no man ever underwent fuch a trial? How could you 
convidJ: him? How could you know what has been' proved? 
Could you know, or is there any man in court who will fay 
they can aver the convention was held for die purpofe charged ? 
But ^hey are made out by other things. W ho wrote the letters? 
What connexion liad Mr. Tooke with tlie^n ; did he read them; 
•did he encourage them ; did he know by what means they were 
obtained, and the number of perfons ? O dear ! Gentlemen, k 
flrikes me with horror ! it is like the waves of the fea breaking 
in upoij one : all is to be a mafs of confufion, if you are to take 
the life of a man upon, this evidence ! — it cannot be — there is no 
fuch thing. 

Gentlemen, after having ulmoft exhaufted himfelf upon the 
former caufe, the Solicitor General, and no man has more re- 
fpect for his learning than 1 lincerely have ; in doing his duty to 
the crown, ftated the cafe of Sir Chrifto|t}ier Blunr, who was 
charged widi levying war againft Queen Elizabeth. She fent 
her forces to repr^fs the rebellion ; and Sir Edward Coke fays, 
Blunt did not deny the fad. Lord Coke wanted to bind him to 
it. He fays, * My mafters, there is nothing for you, he has 
admitted the rebellion.' Sir Clirillophcr Blunt mentioned he had 
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tiltciJ With the party, but not killed the perfon ; and he was in- 
didted, not for confpiring the death of the Queen, but for levying 
war. 

In Sir John Frend^s cafe, my Lord Chief Juftice Holt fays, 
iSir John Frend was indidled in the time of King William, and 
the overt a£t laid, was for fending a perfon to France, to per* 
fuade the French King to raife a number of men, and Sir John 
Frend was to be a Colonel ; that was an overt a£t, if there ever 
was one. Hear how my Lord Chief Juftice Holt fums it up : 
he fays, • Sir John Frend faid, it was only a confpiracy to levy- 
war, therefore, am I guilty of treafon? Hear the anfwer^ 
* Now for that, I muft tell you, if there be only confpiracy to 
levy war:* What ! a confpiracy to levy war without force ! Did 
you ever hear of war without force ? Does force come when wfl 
lay, we mean only to ufe reafon ? but they add a letter to it, 
and turn it into treafon. It is faid, ' but if die defign, or confpi- 
racy, be either to kill the King or depofe him, or to put force 
upon him or reftraint, and the way of efFefting the purpofe is 
by levying war, there the confpiracy and confultation to levy* 
war, tor that purpofe, is high freafon, though the propofing and 
defigning is not ^o : there may be war levied without any defign 
upon the King's perfon; as for example,' and here he puts*the 
very cafe we are about: * If perfons fhould aflemble them- 
felves, and adl with force, in oppofition to fome law, and hopa 
thereby to get it repealed, it is levying war and treafon, but 
propofing and defigning it is not fo.' You fee, when they af- 
femble, and endeavour by force to make a reformation of their 
own heads, that is levying war, but the propofing and defign- 
ing it is not fo. And then the Chief Juftice, in fumming up 
the evidence, tells the Jury, they muft be convinced of the in- 
tention of the heart, which conftltutes the crime ; and then he 
fays, * Gentlemen, it is not fit there ihould be any ftrained or 
forced conftrudion put upon mens words ; there muft be full 
and fatisfadtory evidence he is certainly guilty of that intention^ 
and if you fee that proof, you will pronounce him fo/ 

I confefs. Gentlemen, if 1 omit any thing in the defence of my 
client, it is that I don't know what to grapple with ; I am 
obliged to ere6l phantoms, in order to fight them ; for my own 
mind does not fuggeft any principle of law, or any one ta(9: to 
which I can gravely alk the attention of my country in this 
cafe. 

, Gentlemen, I have here a work of Mr. Tooke's, which, 
perhaps, his lordftiip will permit to be read 

It is a letter written by Mr. Home Tooke to my Lord 
Afliburton. 
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Lord Prcjldent. Before you begin to read it, we fhould kno^ 
what it is. 

Mr. Er/kine. It is a letter written to Lord Afhburton, for- 
merly the celebrated Mr. Dunning, who was engaged in a Re- 
form of Parliament, and Mr. Home Tooke wrote this letter to 
him, on the fubjedl of a Parliamentary Reform, in 1782. 

(Mr. GiBBS Reads.) 
* By the vote of the Houfc of Commons, on Tuefday laft. Par- 
liament, it fcems, do not yet think it neceffary to take into confi- 
deration the ftate of reprefcntation in this country. However, 
my Lord, notwithftanding that vote, I am ftill fanguine enough 
to believe that we are at the eve of a peaceful revolution, more 
important than any which has happiened fince the fettlenpent of 
' our Saxon ancellors in this country ; and which will convey 
down to endlcfs pofterity all the bleffings of which political fo- 
ciety is capable. 

* My Lord, my expeftations are greatly raifed, inAead of be- 
ing deprefled, by the objeiSlions which were urged againft Mr. 
Pitt's motion. 

* One Gentleman fays, * He cannot fee any good purpofe the 
motion would anfwer ; for it would not aflift government with 
a /hip, a man, or a guinea, towards carrying on the war with 
vigour, or towards eftablilhing that mucn wilhed-for objcft, 
peace. 

* My Lord, I hope the meafure will be made to produce to go- 
vernment both y/iijis and men and guineas. For they would b* 
very poor politicans, indeed, who could not, in one meafure, 
comprehend many purpofes ; and flill poorer, who fliould mifs 
the prefent opportunity of obtaining, by this one mealure of Re- 
form, every defirable objcvSt of the State. 

* Another gentleman apprehends, that * nothing lefs than giv- 
ing every man in the kingdom a vote, would give univcrfal fa- 
tisfaition.' 

* My Lord, I truft that there are very few perfons in this king- 
dom who defire fo improper and imprafticable a meafure. But 
if th^re were many, the wifdom of Parliament would correct 
their plan, and the corredled would be well pleafed at the cor- 
reftion. 

* My Lord, I (hall not wafte a word to {hew the neceffity of a 
Reform in the Reprefcntation of this country. I ihall only con- 
fider the m6dc of Reform ; and endeavour to fhew, that it is 
not difficult to embrace every intcreft in the State, and to fatisfy 
well-meaning men of every dcfcription. To this end I am 
compelled firft to remove tne prejudices, and, indeed, juft ob- 
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jeftions, which fome perfons entertain to all thc' modes of 
Reform, which have hitherto heen recommended. 

' My virtuous and ineftiraable friend, Major Cartwright, is a 
zealous and an able advocate for equal and univerfal reprefen- 
tation ; that is, for an equal and univerfal (hare of every man in 
the government. My Lord, I conceive his argument to be this : 
Every man has an equal right to freedom and fecurity. No man , 
can be free who has not a voice in the, framing of thofe laws, 
by which he is to be governed. He who is not reprefented, has 
not this voice ; therefore, every man has an equal right to re- 
prefentation, or to a fliare in the government. His final con- 
clufion is, that every man has a right to an equal fliare in re- 
prefentation. 

* Now, my Lord, I conceive the error to lie chiefly in the con- 
clufion. For there is very great difference between having an 
equal right to a fliare, and a right to an equal Jfiare, An cftate 
may bedevifed by will amongft many perfons, in different pro- 
portions ; to one five pounds, to another five hundred, &c. each 
perfon will have an equal right to his fliare ; but not a right to 
an equal fliare. 

* This principle is farther attempted to be enforced by an af- 
fertion, that, * The all of one man is as dear to him, as the all 
of another man is to that other.' But, my Lord, this maxim 
will not hold by any means ; for a fmall all is not, for very 
good reafons, fo dear as a great all. A fmall all may be loft, 
and eafy regained ; it may very often, and with great wifdom, 
be rifqued for the chance of a greater ; it may be fo fmall, as 
to be little or not at all worth defending or caring for. Ibit e§ 
qui zonant fierdidlt. But a large all can never be recovered ; it 
has been amafling and accumulating, perhaps, from father to 
fon for many generations ; or it has been the produft of a long 
life of induftry and talents ; or the confequence of fome circum- 
ftance which will never return. But I am fure I need not 
dwell upon this. Without placing the extremes of fortune in 
array againft each other., every man, whofc all has varied at dif- 
ferent periods of his life, can fpeak for himfelf, and fay, whe- 
ther the dearnefs in which he held thefe diflFerent alls were equal. 
The lowelt order of men confume their all daily, as faft as they 
acquire it. 

* My Lord, juftice and policy require that benefit and burthen, 
that the fliare pf power, and the ihare of contribution to that 
power, fliould be as nearly proportioned as poflible. If Arifto- 
cracy will h^ve all power, they are tyrants and unjuft to the 
people, becaufe ariftocracy alone does not bear the whole brr* 
then. If the fmalleft individual of tlie people contends to be 
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equal in power to the greateft individual, he too is, in his tun^ 
unjuft in his demands; for his burthen and contribution are not 
equal. 

* Hitherto, my Lord, I have only argued againft the equality ; 
I fliall now venture to fpeak. againft the univerfallity of repre- 
fentation, or of a (hare in the government ; for the terms amount 
to the fame. ' 

* Freedom and fecurity ought furely to be equal and univerfal. 
But, my Lorcf, I am not at all backward to contend, that fome 
of the members of a fociety may be free and fecure, without 
having a (hare in the government. The happinefs and freedom, 
and lecurity of the whole, may even be advanced by the ex- 
clufion of fome, not from freedom and fecurity, but from a 
^are in the government. 

* My Lord, extreme mifery, extreme dependence, extreme ig-. 
norance, extreme felfiihnefs (I mean that miftaken felfiftinds 
which excludes all public fenfe), all thefe are juft and proper 
caufes of exclufion from a fhare in the government, as well as 
extreme criminality, which is admitted to exclude ; for thither 
they all tend, and there they frequently finifh. 

* My Lord, if the virtue of the times, or if the underftanding 
of the times, (I hope I fhall not offend any one by laying the 
fault there) would permit the plan, which I have thus fketched 
partially and imperfedMy, on the fpur of the prefent occafion, to be 
carried to the extent of which it is capable, and that the eleSion 
levy vvere by that means to become the only national tax or 
impofition in the country, the people would inftantly bq relieved 
from full three-founhs of their prefent burthens, and the poorer 
fort from every burthen. The conftitution of the government 
would become eternal ; the national diflSculties would vanifh ; 
the landed and commercial interefts would flourifh ; moft 
of the penal laws would be done away ; the ftatutes would at 
one ftroke be reduced to a fmgle volume ; and that monftrous 
tax and burthen upon the people of law fuits and proceffes 
^equal to and more vexatious than a hundred other taxes), 
would be almoft aboliftied. This country would become the 
refuge, the warehoufe, and the metropolis of the world. 

* But your Lordfhip will hardly think me ferious, if I proceed 
in this ftrain. I may,- however furely, without being too rch 
mantic, fuppofe that ibme part of the adminiftration may be clear 
fighted enough to fee that the people muft be fatisfied in their 
juft expedlations, and moft furely will be fo. 'Minifters will 
furely grant with a good grace what cannot be much longer 
withheld. They will at laft (if not infatuated) catch the pre- 
fent fortunate opportunity (in the midft of our diftrefTes) to com- 
bine an important meafure of revenue with the ceffion of their 
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rights to the people. They will not wait till the people of 
Ireland have feized by force what we urge with humble in- 
treaty. They will not wait to be received with fcorn and 
hootings, for their offer to us of that which \yc fhould no>y re- 
ceive with gratitude. 

* I will venture to aflert that they have no time to lofe. 

* His Majefty's condudl has refcued his own perfonal chara<Sker 
from cenfure, (for in fpite of forms and decorum Kings have a 
perfonal charadter (and I doubt not he will for ever hencefor- 
ward remain very dear to his fubjedts. He ftands fully juftified 
from all that has pafTed ; for he has liftened to the voice of his peo- 
ple, where the conftitution intended that their voice fhould be 
heard, and to which place the royal ear is by the fame conftitution 
direfted. Members are fent to Parliament to keep up the com- 
munication between the King and his fubjedts. There it is, in 
a real and fair Parliament, that the people wifh their voice to be 
truly heard ; and that they may have removed from them the 
occafion of thofe honeft, becaufe neceffary, though irregular 
meetings, petitions, and interference, to which they have for 
fome years pafl been involuntarily driven. But the voice of the 
people in the prefent reign has not been heard till lately (and 
then heard but once) within the walls of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, nor will it ever be heard there ^ again ; frefh errors and 
frefh mifleadings will again take place ; the voice of cpntradlors, 
of penfioners and jobbers, together with the proprietors of a 
few decayed burgage tenures, will again be called the only voice 
of the people, unlefs the honefly, or the good fenfe of adminif- 
tration afford the remedy by retorming fubflantially the vices of 
reprefentation. 

* We have been accuflomed to be told, that there was fome- 
thing behind the throne ? My Lord, there can be nothing behind 
the throne more malevolent to the rights of the people, than what 
we now fee before it. The people are no longer to be cheated, 
they look to adminiflration for the late defeat of their wifhes. • 

* What ! can they who have carried all for themfelves, carry 
nothing for the people, who, if miniflers themfelves are to be cre- 
dited, have puflied them into office ? The people know that if 
all the prefent adminiflration had chofen to do them juflice, if 
they had been half as unanimous for national rights as they have 
been for national honours and emoluments, the queftion would 
have been highly carried lafl Tuefday. Good God ! Is it al- 
ways to be thus r one paymafler denies, the other defpifes, the 
voice of the people. 

* What fays he, the people ! If your hands are dirty j^ will you 
go to the puddle to clean tliem ? I am heartily forry, my Lord, 
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that th:re fhould be any members of the prefent adminiftratjon 
who require to be informed, that the fame thinnefs of the web 
whic h makes the water-bubble rife ; when rifen, makes it burft. 
. * If they are timely wife, they will yet give to the people their 
fober, moderate, fair and hon^ rights. 

* The prerogative of the crown, which is glorious to the mo- 
narch, and beneficial to his fubjefts, they will place (as it ought 
to be placed) high, brilliant, and independent. — A great weight 
at bottom can bear a great weight at top. 

* Let the ariflocracy, unenvied, enjoy their full and honourable 
proportion of influence to which they are juftly intitled in the 
ftate ; but let them ceafe, as a faftion, to ihackle the hands of 
their fovereien, whilft they debafe and plunder his fubje£ls.* 

Mr. Erjkine. Gentlemen, it is very fortunate for me, as well 
as the Gentleman I reprefent, that I think this fubjeft is en- 
tirely exhaufted, becaufe I am fo myfelf. I leave it, I am per- 
fuaded, with honed and' honourable men, to confider the fatal 
precedent of cafes like this, where, even if a man could grafp 
in his mind more matter than I have been able tq produce, from 
the vaft quantity of papers this day, no human flrength is able 
to accompliih the execution of it : we have been placed in diis 
fituation, and in a moft arduous fituation it was for many days, 
upon the late trial ; in the intei-val we had no opportunity of rc- 
frefhment, but have been called to the other labours of our pro- 
feffion; we are here brought to the ftake again, and obliged to 
fpend the whole day with minds too agitated to take the ordi- 
nary refrelhment which nature requires, I came irxto Co«rt in 
the morning perfedlly fubdued with fatigue ; I was defired by 
my friends to remain at home, but they could not tell me when 
I was to proceed upon the defence. In this chaos of matter, 
they could not have the leaft comprehenfion, what time it would 
be neceffary for me to attend; but I am perfuaded, at this mo- 
.ment, you are not prepared from any thing you know of the 
evidence, or can know, to fay, that any thing I have uttered is 
fallacious. 

The matter is now matter of fa6l. — Have thefe Gentlemen, 
or rather, has the prifoncr at the bar, confpired with others, to 
depofe the King, and to fubvert the government by force ? — 
What my learned friend, Mr. Gibbs, has juft read to you* can- 
not be called a pretext, for it was accompanied by condudi*-*- 
The moft honourable men^ now prefent, will fpeak to Mr. 
Tooke's bona fide afting, and ,to his offering all his intereft to 
fanftion the plan of Mr. Pitt, and I will lead you on, day by day, 
firoin 1782, till within a fortnight of his apprehenfioji for high 
treafon^ 

Mr. 
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Mr* Francis, a member of the Houfe of Commons, and a 
member of the fociety of the Friends of the People, having di- * 
gefled a plan which appeared reafonable for a reform in parlia- 
ment, a&ed Mr. Tooke, who is fuppofed to have been plotting 
the deftruftion of the country, at tiiat time, to give his aflift- 
ance ; fays he, one twentieth part would compleatly fatisfy me ; 
and Mr. Francis will fay, he gr&^ in his efleem, from the man- 
ner in which he conducted himfelf -— Mr. Sharpe, v/ho lived in 
confidence and private friendihip with Mr. Tooke, to whom no 
guile was imputable, told you, the whole tenor of his private life 
correfponded widi his public life; and I can call people to fliew 
that to be his uqivcrfal condudl ; and yet you are called upon, in 
the teeth of honeft expreffions, and, notwithftanding his refufal 
to agree with Mr. Francis, you are called upon, upon your 
oaths, to Ihed his blood, by me verdift you are to give in this 
<:afe. 

Now, Gentlemen, I muft conclude, with faying, the pait 
Avhich this Gentleman has a6ted in this caufe, has certainly en- 
titled him to the greateft refpedl: from me, becaule, undoubtedly, 
I was prepared to conduct his caufe in a different manner, by a 
feleSion of thofe parts of the evidence, and by a minute atten- 
tion to thofe particular entries, where I could have feparated 
him from the reft ; I could have made a defence which would 
Jiave kept his veflel out of the ftorm ; I could have brought him 
fafe into the harbour of peace, while thofe men were to ride 
out the ftorm ; but he would not fufFer his defence to be made 
upon that ; and though he has nothing to do with the confpiracy^ 
he held out a rope to fave them ; he charges me to fay, I will 
fhew the other men had no fuch guilt belonging to them, and I 
rejoice in being the advocate to do it. I declare, my heart was 
never fo mu^h in a caufe : — you muft fee, I am, in a manner 
tearing myfelf to pieces, by what I am doing ; I have neither, 
voice nor ftrength to purfue it, but I have the moft perfect re- 
liance and confidence in your juftice : I am aiking no favour 
of you ; I am not endeavouring to captivate you by elocution ; 
but I conclude this cafe, as I began the laft, with imploring, that 
you may be infpired by that Power, which can alone impregnate 
the human mind with the true principles of truth and juftice. 



Adjourned to nine o'clock the next morning. 



■^ 



.\ 



THE NEW YORK PUBUC LIBRARY 
RBFBAfiNGB DBPARTMBMT 


Tkb book » 

tmk 


v0d«r no 0lrQDiiiBtflfid«a to b« 
en from thm Building 
















• ^ 1 












































' 
































U^m Ui 







i 

I 

I 




